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"STRONG IN THE LORD"

Eph. 6:5-10

"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might."

—
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Tg%.EEEiiiiiﬂ—hééaﬂﬁﬁif for the day and its duties through the might of Christ.

3

ay night in the study of Ephgsians --

We where we

the setting is just right for this speciallerdination service.

L

- s} obey your human masters -- tWﬁ}. argn't they?
ter)do you want to be a slave, or would you prefer to rei : i}amaana/ﬁdbp d; vjhmg-h
you want a slave, or, you p gn! Brocon s Thge
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Slaves -,.million of them, were the work force of Ancignt Rome.

It is said Qaéoilwas beneath a Roman citizen - so every housgggld was run by
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slaves.

Often there were good masters and bad masters. A slave in the law was a living

tool.

gﬁi;iof them were well-educited, culturgd some were in charge of instructing

children.

Doubtless the %3;;x4§£££;£2was made up of many slaves in the membership.

e, thg Gospel does(not!advocate slave revolt but a Christian
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relationship:
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"AS UNTO CHRIST"
As the servants of Christ,
doing the will of God from the heart,
as to the Lord,
with fear and trembling

in singleness of your heart.

Not with eyeservice (works when master watches)
e

As men - pleasures - please Christ

With good will doing service, as to the Lord and not unto men.
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We will . make men ““ MQT kmi< by )increasing Eg)yér be@—wm{

conditions, or rewards.

The Qﬁig{iggzgz of good workmanship is that it is done for God.

Paul has a word for masters too.

Simple: He is a WEEEEE,Qf_Qﬁnn but first he is a servant of God. All he

does is in the presence of God.

e Wo as the @ospebof the(%ristian. Workman). It fits
- : P—

the special service tonight.

The . excells in his service by doing it "as unto Christ". Doing the will
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of God from the heart.

Don't you forget thatWyw- and in his
eyes you stand equal and you SW Christian slave and Christian

master are confronted with love. Men are at peace and practice love.

"In the quietness of Christ

who knows no conflict in His heart;
in the confidence He has

that He can never know defeat,

I can find the strepgsh

to rest in Him and wait

until I can find some pieces

of my shatter life

worth the picking up.

Or let them lie - soiled, once-lovely things
it seemed I could not live without,

and be at peace as I let Him build

His victorious life through me."

ALL of Paulis.chisides are divided into tuo parts. Firshidockziaal - he
expounds the will and mind of God. (Sgcoﬁ@ Eractical admonition - long 135_5 of

precepts, lle has come to that passage now. V_.@
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IIJI WORDS FOR STRENGTH

Words he uses:

r
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Be stronE in the Lord - cw, pres;l}?tense. Be strong!

(@7’ - to clothe oneself with power.

Now €omeYmight say, do this by self=effort. That does /not/help us mach, (s, A -
ﬁT" ) sad f [Fnd 128 Ave. 2 ! M."MMJEVW&M' MuWw;m&W
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By },M Brifihn v W P 1D e
s @Ee to be "stgenEthened in the EHE"' in Act after being wd went to

W - then returned to Damascus. Ac@ - says that(}lg was s;rengthene9

that is the power of God came upon him.

N, @_‘sed a word describing @- who was lggxears old, his wife 90

years old. "He slacgeiesdeii@lmat the promise of God through unbelief'". (That he
would have a son by Sarah. Inwle was "swthn. God helped him believe.

Thglmitabh@eiioted here in Ep]wans W@ - it is dgmethipng.le
does ;“l gs, something thatQman )nature in itself cannot do. We are strengthened

in the Lord and in the power of his might.

_ , / /
What is the(difference}in po“er and might?
'I§£;|1s dominien.
ﬂy_______,m

I Peter 4:11 - To whom be Eraise and power, dominion.
_-—-"‘_'—_'_—_'_‘ — —
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Unto him that loved us and washed us from our sins in his own
L SR S

blood to him be glory and power - that is dominion. Mawt power.
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N — is inherent gower. 2 Thes. 1:9 Daz when the Lord comes‘m__the glory
of his power'" inherent power.

thened in the Lord - in the dominion and in the inherent power of

‘5_9 stren

God.

. .n the whole ATIOUL of God that ye may be able to stand against the
/ e
/wileS/%f the Devil.
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._'WEL‘%“I - lgikd method> follow after a&:hing systematically,
to 1%11: to f\%lt to wEte it down, o@yﬁgﬂlgyglt.

The have an W to follow after evil, deceit, trickery.

Systematic evil of Satan.

power to give him the Kingd/oms of this world?

as not a temptation if he did nqt have the power to offer.

@mcalled Satan the g%d of this world.

Do you believe.that? Look around vyou - do you see anything move universal than death?



Sin, pain, suffering?

il ' ORRS AR QUL THE S IR G ke,
g hm i aw "Forye.uxestle not against flesh and

bloed, but against principalities, against powers, rulers of the darkness of this

:\(&world, against spiritual wickedness in high places."

Names of evil angels - conflict and war in the heart of this universe.
e
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We cWe it or f]“ from it, if we go to the moon - we cannot get

beyond.,

@,uummtt}w Elﬂyi’tes, swrib,wzzar, AI%a/mler

the Great, Caﬁe;ar, Ch%agne, Nap%eon, Kiiic_e},lﬂ_lhelm II,'Hit}er, Tojo - nothing

unusual in the story of conflict in world.

"In the da; of. you prepare for war! That story is tragic - - "Is

ot this th ich I i
n is the grm which _;‘}Lﬂg_gmlt for my glory and for my excellent

Widerhad a.yeuth, of Germany - raise their hands and salute, “& Hitler.

Ml. Yearning of national supremacy. as a little

boy was_taught by his father to hate the Roman Empire.
ate 2h Ewp

@ fought for a place in the .
""-—j /sun
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\ king_ of France, had his W His warriors held up their

fists above the water to wield their battle axes as never before. The unbaptized

arm and they fought furiously.

? -there is a struggle Conflict and Civil War
: moehee PN
is also in the Christian life and Chrlstlan faith.
‘ina thed in the power of God and put on the whole armour

of God that you may be able to stand.

For W and w. Not something we can seize

with our hands and choke it to death. Or mow down with a machine gun.

Christian warfare is internal in us - our souls.
[ )

Gal, 5, Rom, 8 - describe You are two

/‘—74

o
natures - warfare’'- worldliness.

This is an influence - reaches into the spirit world - within us.

—_—

- T i
ildren accept respon51b111ty. @LChnstmn ou are slaves.
-
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iﬂ é“ E’- Finally my brethren bW. How?

and how does he stand up against

enemies.

Could he do it with phygical strengll?
e
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Exploits \/@ hwof his day - I used to zremembe

about who cow. Even adults were sometimes like that.

)
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Buéhysical powers pass to nothingness b r""’f“p\ Y. s
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Could we wage war with inﬁa_lgct and the mind?

wthe Gregks taught.

@taught if one actually kgew, he would Imwgqt, he would make the

righz_gffigions. Do you not wish that could be so.

The mind is nothing - how do beautiful flowers appear out of mud and mire?

Water 1illy.
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You seeGﬁ ut) do not understand a mystery.
-‘——b‘—7

A@Ea_nfl cannot give light - only hold up the light.
<

gd in the warfare of the soul and of the life

and of the world?

lothed in the ml(g/gt and in the powgg) In the dOEl;I’ligt’l and in the 1np_?ent

strength of the Lord.

_Gody C}Hr victory is(mot something .M achieve

for ourselves in our weakness and fallen natures.

A s@m tupnel through a mountain - a ca.n solve math
problems - @iw the warfare of the soul, we need God's help.

W. If we win the victory - it comes from God. If

God is to do it - how?

S.cripl.ulug\ly,n - ppun_t/belongeth to God. All authority, all power is given

unto me in heaven and earth,

That Dominion; inherent strength, God gives.
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w "But as mang as received him believe in Him, trusted him, to

them gave he power to become the sons of God. Born not of blood nor of the will of the

flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."

It is stisnﬁv"h from the outside from Heaven. Strength in the Loxd.

the work of the Lord., We get a call to be servants - slaves.

The h t, most unjgarmgd, untaught, the po , the finest, the most
wf g g

ra

gifted.

in Tokoyo Bay - Siﬁgi! &I 1945, Japan had capitulated and the war was done.

He was the hea miral, chief of all the Naval operations in the Pacific,
. -
Closed his wonde_rful address words some what like these: "Wrs
I ol

in Guam, Fs® a littl i ili i
m e_Wley, there is a military S&peLery. I lgok. out my window

on that little valley and I see those ogderedoous ofbite crosses. I Waddssamong
those fallen coggades, soldiers, marines, and sgilors - and Leiead their napes." Then

he named a lonﬁ list gf men - ord}%{'y American boys and he said --
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uThEx fought together as comrades in arms. They dﬂaﬂ,‘ggg%gpr. And now they
SW in death."

W, our triumph, is the {

~a1ls us to in the warfare of the Lord.
AR o

We are humble, ordinafi people locked together in a common determination - brothers

in the arms of Christ,

.Am I a soldier of the cross,
! A follower of the Lamb,

a{
| And shall I fear to own His cause,

Or blush to speak His name?

Must I be carried to the skies
g On flow'ry beds of ease,

While others fought to win the prize

I
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And sail thro' bloody seas?

g’Are there no foes for me to face?
4 Must I stem the flood?
Is this vile world a friend to grace,

To help me on to God?
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Sure I must fight if I would reign,
Increase my courage, Lord;
I'11 bear the toil, endure the pain,

Supported by Thy word.

my,bygthren be;#ﬁ?ﬁ? ?Q;g,d, be c‘e&ggg!;n the dominion and in the power

of the Lord. N
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This is yourinvitation from God. Join hands with Christ and march to glory and

to victory with Him,



