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TMTRODUCTION :
I'm speaking to vou ahout

These

week., Last week while T was
during that time
were going on in our city.

shot, and died instantly.

there had been two more shootings in another place,

alive.
or tornado type of wind passed over

church ~ just a few feet from vwhere

sermon on the night scene at Sodom.

There was one call where an individual had

ind then on Monday following that sermon, just before dark,

o NIGHT VISION AT BEERSHEBA

night scenes in the Bible,

night scenes are coming more alive as we get into them week by

some of the things that I was describing as happening in Sodo

heen

There was another call during that same hour that

The night scenes come

It dropped down very near our

standing, at the time T preached the

ter

preaching on the last night of Sodom, I understand

m

And that wind twisted a huge elm tree off

about six feet ahove the ground and tossed it over the street and bent up two

automobiles and destroved a fence.

t' T had the people in Praver Meeting to stand and ging

For if that tree had come in the other direction, we would have

not been holding services in the auditorium, but elsevhere. BPecause it would

have destroyed the auditorium,

About a year ago, in 1974, in April - there was a tormado that moved down

in ¥entucky near Lot

Many homes were destroyed, property that was ill-replaceable was gone.

were filled with the injure

iisville, And the next morning there were 72

>d. You talk about destruction - CGod destroyin

neople.dead.

a city

The hospitals
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with fire-and brimstone. Just in an instant - everything can look quiet and peaceful

-~ then judgement strikes.

Fow in order to help me along with this sermon tonight, while T waswpreyaring
this sermon in my study latgmgﬁg night this past week some of the men happened to
be in working on some repalrs. And so when thev left the building, thev were good
samaritans and save a lot of electricity, and thev pulled the gwiQCEES and left my

T

study in the dark. T went out immediately and asked them if T had to furnish my o
candles in which to study and prepare my sevmons with. And so these night scenes

2

become alive for us and the one we are talling about tonight is when Gbrah

0 . . . .
(ziﬁwﬁwggars old/~ he recelved a startling cowmand to offer his own son Isaac for a
A 2 2 2L iS5 OWn Son -sasc

burnt offering upon a wountain in the land of Morigh.

And the message came to him in a vision of the night,

He was in his home quiet in Beersheba and this night sceme with everyone asleep
-~ this vision and vgiggﬂggﬁ%@ only to him. In which himself could oniy}h?ar, Hé
was already an aged man bevond the average human life in time. And it was no easy
thing for him -~ it was a bitter thing. Tt was a cup of SOTTOW. It is easy for a
man to face a s@ormvwhﬂn_gg;gg_ggsgg and strong - hut when he gets older, the @urd@n

T

of age upon his shoulders., with fire of wvouth that is dim in his eves, things have

@

changed,

Tifty vears before,

Ty, £t the land of his father, with the love of
s

s 54

adventure and the prdspect of a long life. It was the first great act of ohedience




te a divine command,

He is in hig home - it is auiet. A place of rest. Fe had already set up an
o “‘-—~--;--. ~ -y TR b

R

altar there to worship God. He had sunk in the solid rock - opening

fountains of living water. The &g@hswﬂtéll hring their camels there to drink

n

at that same spot where Abraham and his flocks decided centuries ago.

weap, goats,

d tents covered a large area on the hills and the mountains

in the Mast. IHe had received a son,
father and mother to come to this country. He had sent Ishmael to wander in the

wilderness.

he night vision came 1ik cghggg%;ﬂfrcm a cloudless sky.

It wag

coming to Sodom -~ unannounced,
o g e P
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everything was peaceful, And
b J

neident he came with a terrihlercamnanﬁ)like in Sﬁgpm - I want vou to

city. And here everv word was a dagger in this father'’s heart.

el

so in this

flee from this

pain,

a hurnt offering.

~3

This is the thing that would make his [

his aged father to

Yhe had had manv sons, it might have heen different. BRut how
much more the loss of the only one that he has remaining there in his life. Tt

would take him to his grave with gray hairs of age and sorrow.
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AN
If 1s had bee .
Lo Th8Ac had beep 3 digobed

ent son and caused him a lot of grief and he had

&

wept about it all - but he tenderly loved him.

ttle about his family
>

(gg;hbraham had been selfish, cold-hearted, ttle al

A

or his home -~ then it would have Leen different. Fow cruel, how inhumane. How

L

different,

;Qéggth?’yp;gehhad”saiﬁ, give me some si}gggg %ﬂ&d’ and f%ggks - or servants

and herdsmen, or leave this promise land and give it up. And go and spend vour

life in poverty, in exile. It would have been a hard lot for the old man. Dut it

was nothing compared to what the night vision brought to him.

zed through his mind when he received the vision and

— 7
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son, my son. Would
God, T could die for thee. I am old and have a few years at the most, I must

gather to my fathers and let the remainder of my days be filled with jov. Bu

t

let not my son perish.

This ‘seems to be a contradiction between the new command of the vision and

the instructions received in the promise, that he already had.

It seemed unaccountable and strange to him that in the first dream or vision

he was going to become a great nation. And now, it is coing to he cut off,

p—
p
D
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He steps forth silently with the comin The stars are still out and

he remembers that his fathers worshipped beyvond the flood. And he remermbers that

the dwv1ﬂ

calle

d him 50 vears s
A3 2L FEE

go and he had looked forward to this day

when he could look at the stars. And if he was able to

ey them, so shall thy
/““"

seed be., That was a command that came to him.

On the ”“10}[‘1’}11’!0‘ ‘;\1@@ /e/on t%\n mount ains of TU. lah he felt again that wonderful
if

promise. T will ra%c tqv seed as the dust.of the earth

number the dust of the earth, And he thinking

about this - no wonder there was a qu on that one contradicted the other. Should

3

he on thi

vision go childless and sorrow to his grave.

ns through the branc?eq in tb@ grove And T imagine Abraham bows in

more lig I suspect he listens. BPut it is always that dreadful

praver fo

command - take-thy-son, thine only son, Isaac whom thou lovest. The cows are

o
s

lowing - the day is coming on. If the dournev Is to be undertaken at all, there

1
{

is no time for delay., Tf the command

t "\

then it must be

Ahraham knows all of this. He would not tamper with his own conscience. Ve wanted

to do his duty however hard,

is dnvited to go along with him. Shall he tell the son where he is going.

There is how can he conceal - how can i

he tell it. Mot now

G

There is another question - mother about this. The




one who loves this son more than anything in the world. She must know

B S AW

about it in

the end. The question is, shall he tell her now.

stions and many others must have passed through the mind of

Ahraham as he started that early morning in the dim light with Isaac and the two

men because of the voice that had spoken to him in the night.

. " questions are terrific.
First, it seemed directlv against the law of God. Thou shall not murder.
seemed : o
Second, the feelin him, Not a servant
e
nor a lamb, but his own son.
Third, God gave him no reason for it.
Tourth, 1t seemed contrary to the promise.
Fifth, he was
ponder this question.
Sixth, how could he return to Sarah and the family with the son's blood
sprinkled on his clothes.
Seventh, what would the Canaanites and the Teyptians say who dwelt in the
land.

Fighth, I do not fully understand this dispensation of God. jF vou
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what would vou have done.

S

.
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Minth, there was some tiogng that come to you(gonlgh' - that call upon vou

(How_inuch monev will vou sacrifice

How/ much of vour talent will vou sacrifice. MWow vou think about these
St * e : )

for sacrifi

much of vour time will vou
much ol X Lime :

sacrifice.
little odd things and vou let little difficulties prevent vou from sacrificing

anything. Many of vou will not sacrifice vyour time. You will not even take time on

Sunday to worship God. Now these guestions were questions that Abraham had to face.

He traveled to Hebron, Bethlehem, and on to Jerusalem. The same road is very much

the same today. Ovey the grasey hills and the plains and the rocks. Small birds

build their nexts upon the ground.

days journey must have been oppre

The first/ sgive to Abraham. I imagine he

Y

wondered when he should tall to his boy about the sacrifice. A 100 t

T imagine that he begins to speak, but the struggle with his emotions are too much.

Might comes.on again and they lay down to sleep. Isaac and the young men slept

but it was a long night of torture for Abraham.

I imagine that first night out, Abraha

cup pass from me.



A1l night he walted -— walted for a new voice to speak. The hours of darkness

are always long and sleepless, buf he renewed his

journey the next day. And approached

the hills., And he came to the oaks of Mamre, ¥
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he place where he had

prayed and interceded for gullty

But no angels appear now to hear his petitions

when he prays for his only son. Ve continues to ascent the heights as he goes on his

way. Another dav ¢ they journey among the hills and the valleys and the

streams. But when night comes on again, Isaac sleep as a lamb ready before the

T

sacrifice. he father

it is enough. Thy son shall live.

A

Rut U,fﬁEtells us that on that third day - he saw the place afar o

As the

morning breaks, there is no such message that comes. He must renmew his journey and

take that mysterious climb.

- As the day begins, soon the mysterious signs and doubtless like the

burning bush, he could see the distant heights.

with a trewbling hand. Ve takes the fire and the knife up the steep alone with

his son.

abiout the wvictim but the father cannot tell him vert,

b =l e

suilty the wood dis placed

was no divine wvoice that gpeaks to stav the sacrifice.

Me must consent himself

He could have escaped the




hand of his old father. We do not know what his feelings were.

We are nottold what surprised, horror, or fear, or disgfrust.

We might well have

me insane: Does Isaac

resist, Does he claim that his father has no right to take his life - just simply

because b

s

e has had a vision at night.

vou see them.

to the tashk.

sacrifice - the wood, etc.
#'Third, he probably said nothing to his wife, lest she prevent it.

2 Chron. 3:1.

“Fourth, he went carefully to the place of sacrifice,

This is the place the temple was built. And this is the place where Calvary took

place.

He said, L

of the sacrifices we make as worship.

Seventh, he talks to Isaac as if it were a common sacrifice. But when the

feelings were - we do not know,



ighth, we know the command was clear and the obedience.was-prompt. The

altar was built. And Tsaa Jbound,  And there were floods of tears upon Abraham

as he kisses his son for the last time. And perhaps once for his mother, Sarah.

Minth, he 1ifts the ¥ dnto the alr as we discover in the.12+¢}

verse.

V. 11 = At last the voice g. The voice that he had heard in

the night vision at his home. And this angel cries that now I know thou fearth God,

Seeing thou has not withheld thy son, thy only son, from me.

was a great act of faith which made Abraham shi

raémﬁ@lﬂ@tﬂe

sun. The divine word and surrender to the divine - there is; retilng too precloug

for us to give to  God.  And we will never know the full value until we give it all

e

to him, Gix ,;fand vou will get more of all that money that is good

for you than you will by keeping it all to vourself.

day spent In his service is better than a thousand spent in pleasureable sin.

Give him your ﬁaleﬁtsgdvour efforts, vour toil. Tvery act of duty done in his name

will receive great reward. Give God vour chlldrea and they will never be so dear
to vou.as when they are holy dedicated Give God your heart and the blessings

of Heaven will begin iIn vour soul. Give Him all your heart, soul, life, everything
& S 3 3 3 P i

-~ and all Heaven, all things will bhe vours.

i

Iv. US SHADOW ~%V.

we discover here that faith of Abraham,

is a precicus shadow of greater and better things to come In fact, this is a

shadow of the only begotten son. As we think of this storv.
¥ gotten 3

— it was supernatural. The marvelous birth of Isaac was
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promised to Sarah after she was past time for bearing.

Jesus Christ was supernatural - being born of a virgin. Because he had
heen promised.
Second, both of these were guiltless. MNeither of them were criminals.

Taaac was not a criminal. Mor was Jesus.

Third, both of these were submissive to their father's will. Isaac had not
one word of protest or attempt to escape. Jesus was as a lamb led to the slaughter

- phedient to the cross.

Fourth, both bore crosses. Isaac carried the wood for the sacrifice. Jesus

carried the cross, for the crucifixion.

journey, was laid

h

Fifth, the idea of the third day ~ Isaac after three

on the altar for the sacrifice.

Jesus after three vears ministrv spent three days in the tomb,

Sixth, the idea of the resur Isaac returned alive to Abraham ~ his

father, Jesus returned alive to Cod - the Heavenly Father.

Seventh, the idea of thé bride.: TIsaac received his bride after the

sacrifice — Eehecca.

Christ will receive his hride the church after the sacrifice of the cross.

Figh

7 ]

e - Christ had knowledge of his death. Isaac w

3 a

was the son of a Heavenly Father. And Isaac was
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the son of an earthly father.

There was also the contrast of the lambh —~ the subs

-y worlk. The

ram was without sin. He died as a sacrifice. So Christ, without sin, died as

our sacrifice. &o here is a more awful sacrifice. The only begotten son, dreadful

{

as it was -~ God actually surrendered his well beloved son to the crucifizion and
no voice from Heaven came and sald, de not nail him to the cross. Jesus said,

angels were waiting to come down and relieve him if he should hut call. But he

mot, And all of this was for our sszkes.

S

di

About vour ohedience to God. TIs it the

or is it the best. Abraham rose up - he was fearful of this duty assigned

him. He would not turn or harden his heart, or waste any precious opportunity.

He went about it with his whole heart.

w there are hindrances that hold us back from obedience. low Christ walts

for the words ~ ¥ollow Me, And this is the challenge and the time.

Yow many men and women do vou know who are giving thelr maximum strength to

the Lord. Paul put his life on the line for the name of Jesus.
i

Dr. Truitt tells about a school teacher going to China to a mission board.
And she was turned back. And he had preached a sermon on the duty of God's people
to go with their money and their livas, or both, to be witnesses for Christ. And

she said, I am going to China. The pastor said, but vour family. You must nect

discourage me she said, I will reach that decision when 1 come to it. She applied
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to the mission board - vou cannot go. You have T. B, You must go home, live

Joto
H

the open, and care for vour health, She came back to the pastor to study again

and her face was radiant. She saild, Fmgmmgﬁoﬂhma, But T am not going the

way T proposed., T am gcing‘gg,suppert a missionary all by myself. You know I

have a modest income. I am going to live more economically and support a missionary
in China.

Enl

For vears she supported the missionary on the field. The man

> supported,

spoke before the Scouthern Baptist Convention once and told-of the triumphs of the

m tonight. Dut what about.

3

‘Dr. John E. Clough, a missionary to India, said he was following the plow.

And he came before the church and he told the Deacons that he would like to be a
preachier, Vow some of the Deacons said to him, John you could never preach. But
you can be a good church member. Just forget the preaching and go bhack to the plow.

That desire burned within him. One day he met a Deacon -~ I've decided to
forget but I cannot. He says I lie gwake at night, T pray about preaching. The
Deacon said, 1f the Lord has called me, he said to be a Deacon, a preacher - and 1f
i4study agd_pra*y and do’myr ???té,won‘t he(help to make up for what I lack. The
Deacon said, alright come to the church next Saturday for the confer@nce’and tell
them about it.

He told his story. And they said, let's give him a chance. One farmer said
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1711 give 100 bushels of corn - another 80, another 40. With only a few cents per

bushel they finally raised enough to send him to school for one vear.

S

At the end of the year he came back and he preached his first sermon before

the church. The spirit descended and the words were loose, and words

fhe men were softened and the women sohbe

John is God's man.
Some years later, that same John Clough gave a testimony to Baptists in India.
2,022 converts were converted at once - at one time under his ministry.

Now think of those humble farmers who praved and sacrificed their corn and

finally helped him to get an education.
¥ . g

Lbraham blessed the world. Mot by building a city. Or writing a book., Dut

ot

by sacrifice. PRom. 12:]

I remember very vividly the ni

1t geene when I had preached upon the same

subject and was called upon to sacrifice my own SO0T.

ipht, how many people are truly

to Jesus. The night scene

obedience to sacrifice something ve vou.sacrificed.

willing to sacrifice.



