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\ THE BOLD CROSSING

Joshua 1:9

In these dg._ys of thinking about bold mlss1ons, as we have a slogan, of

the bold missiqn thrust.vwmw

e e
by the yearwglggd. Don't“}et anyone saycﬁgéﬁ this is not bold. And don't let

I Y
beter Marshall)said one time that the church reminds me of aég;;>all dressed
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N There was an{ggéthat appeared in the Signed, Sir
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Edward Shackleton. Thgfnolar explore£§<f%%§Lﬁ@£;§d for hazardous journey, small

wages, bltter cold long months of complete darkness, constant danger, safe return
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doubtful. Honor and recognltlon in case of success.}’ That is a challenge of being

bold.

es and the childr fI 1t forwar ith th M-te
: e b-/en of Israe o‘go forva 9w1 é\w

Army behind them, cut off to the right and to the left, Moses told an uncourageous
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people to go forward. That was one bold .mission.
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as told at age 80 ~ you can have any pdtrt of the land that you want,
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Just te%%:ge qﬁege,you want _to live. Joshua invited. And Kaleb looked up to a

R

"""‘-sn.
éountalnj Where giants were dug in. And no battle had been fought to run them out.
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He turned to Joshua and he said - glve me that moun in.'" That was another bold
mission.
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 Jjtoday with Hegven, it will take nothing less

than by the Holy  Spirit to move you by the spoken word. In Joshua 1 - after the

¥ #2. _ death of Mﬂx’a"— the Lord spoke, \L@ ({Iosei my servant __g,s__ggzld Now_therefore,

arise and go over this Jordan. And then in theg 9tly verse, he said, have I not
e = _ e ot .
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For the Lord, thy God, is with thee. Whether soever, thou goest.
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he artists touch, for

s wasting in the wilder-

; /
This truly is a bold venture. (God)called Joshua to face/ney frontiers. They
t _::; X

ness. To stand in the promised land. There was great excitement.
M

- Think how the Blbleéarranges?thls. c ged The@ountalnsg of moab

R:Lver and the flw and the trees grow:mg. And here is the
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At one moment he spoke to Abraham and told him his desires.

At another moment, God spogg__to Moﬁes. And God used the plagues and the marvels

of the morning manpa. And 40 years in the desert. And many were left in the grave-
rard. Here was an ointed people, they were at an a 01nted lace, at a time with
}é;“ ppolnted _RV_P ’ y PP¢ ”'P""‘V’

the appointed leadersiNp and the appointed task.
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‘ t hi Jost /{d aid Moses my
great nnouncement}to is man Joshua. 0/""8“"7/’ ,
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w%{econd, there was 4



servant is dead i The shock waves went through the people as they

They thought that Moses would 11\err. ut )Moses was dead. Moses

had delivered the people of Israel. And he had brought to them thd i; ) And God
ﬂ{ beckoned to Moses to come to the)— d th M d‘_d___l:’ Cl
3‘1" an ere Moses died a @ ear

of eye, steady of ‘hand, and no one knows where Moses was buried. For God, himself,
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layed his body to rest on the top of the mountain. ¢
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< The book of\ Deut, 34:10 and there arose nd prophet since in Israel - like untog“),c '
— B ' >
M°,§.§§»' Whom the Lord knew face to face. (God""\floved Moses. And how much he must have
hated it that he could not take them on this 1ast mlss:Lon\ into the promlsefl_‘land But
‘E'ﬂoseSA committed a serioug sin, and God could (notichange that judgement. The people of
AM/ = s —‘§T7 ~ ¥ ~BF
Israel loved Moses . for a ole month\ and mo ed his death. They had complained to
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. Senvrends
Moses about the bitter times. [V]eses B /- H(é "JWA/ Gt - )64;‘1 =
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' Voone | mellen Neapl
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And in the (font axLy that is whe teps 1, as the pew leader. Years
earlier, God had chosen him for this p ‘1:\101:1 of leaershlp. And God had instructed
his new leader. It was aéerrif ) To follow a strong and illustrious
leader. If Joshua was a norp l ma » as we have every reason to suppose, that he was -
he must have had butterfldes in his\stomach. He had been prdained to be sure. But to
‘M—W‘”’W’}i’
transfer this responsiblllty was a great undertaking. The (éast‘:was over., And there was
new hope and a new future. J%M “‘\L% e — W/fvow — f%«;zm /2
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When he fspied"‘zout the

land - he little realized that God would somehow put on him that respon51bllity. égy_@
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the win Wgs Joshua never dreamed to be the commanderuln h1ef
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@ever tried to lead a club, a civic group, or a class or department, it is difficult
” »,.——-—-——w---———? Rty —-7 - [
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to keep a group go%gg forward, He knew that God had given him this _task. And God

// s
{ 4 , gave him the attitude of mind that he needed./ Re strong and of good courage. Strong

meant resolute. Determined, unswearv1ng. Courage meant to be fear£g§§, and bold in
N ard -7 R

his leadership. And to execute his responsibilities.,
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attitude, You

Do you know attles of 'lif9 are@ ér lost in your

convince yourself that you cannot witness as a friend of Christ's, and you can't.
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fhe(b

Fear will possess you. If strength of courage or duties - then weakness and fear are

——

sins.

man _and v and woman looks back to some place maybe some country place, when your

<hTaart was strangelz gggé ) Mthat God was getting you ready at that. t::une.;7
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Even preachers way back, when they preached to just a very few people in a little
e 4

country place, God was getting them ready. They did not have the capacity or the

ability.

— !!!Elllke reople today who are called upon to take a place of
; z /]
service in Christ's kingdom. ﬁét someone else do it. A person who allows himself to
“ o -~ mene Tm—— —— —

become overcome with fear, and is never able to be counted on in God's service, is
4

cormitting a sin.
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, P (Cod commanded Joshua -_-_‘pb&y‘e to do all the/law. Turn not from it to the right
_,,-'.'f' - ” Epeinss S J

y#6r to the left. That thou mayest prosper wheresoever thou goest, Now, God instructed

him to stay close to the word. l[V. 7-8. And he would have good success.

yevealed the heart of God, and secondly

was the law for leading the people. And thefl

it _revealed the kind of lives th in order to realize their destiny.

And every decision of leadership that Joshua made was in the light of that law. This is

B rue after over

after Joshua. Thgy,@, that was given to Joshua and
on Mt. Sinai, is just as/ good in our da § it was in the time that it was given. The

reason is that, neither God/nox mg" ave ch‘anged. Man's mode of living has changed
7

considerably since the days of Joshua. But the @ life that he faces, have\nob

changed in the sli%htgst.

Wil

succeed. The same promise applies to every person here.

A person ing and being successful in life, if he will live

by the Word of God in these relatlonshlps. His personal life, his famil life, his

‘‘‘‘‘‘ D [

social relationships, his spiritual life, his business dealings.

(UL

God promised to be with Joshua -(be)not afraid. V.@ Just as God walked with
—~7 S =

Moses and talked with Moses and sustained him, God promised to do the same for him.

Y came on the scene. And one_October,@lliam Carey ,\’a Baptist, EWL

N

wrote in a (log,) that there had been@iptied /poor pergon in the Heart WBaptiSt
LS., ... o et | MOARS. -

Church, a poor shoe ) the ( e_of ! iam | ‘ And of course, later,

a church that had hear/d/23 mez preach, in v1ew of a call, William Carey came to preach.
He did noﬁave a S%J.E of clothes. They bough;/hlm a black suit of clothes. And
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ordained him. And he preached this sermon.LEX‘pect great things from God, attempt

he organized the Mngigxﬁ;zmw.ﬁpsi&t.y. He preached

) And ﬁo Eone answered thg %1. He ered) to_go himself

ears he served the Lord 1n and translated the word of God,

to India. Fo

into the language of that country. He worked outand @

"

He served in a way that puts us to shame., @jke anzone of us, and use us if
M m__‘—__.

we will just pour out ourselves to him.

,Rank;'who is the head of the Southern Bagg_ist Foreign Mission Board, several

years backﬂ when he dled, a woman old Mrs. Rankin, his wife - he wasfa great mg/) The
M.
wife said( was just an ordlnar_z_ man with chworld 4n his hearﬁ

) e

Rodc - Ghueston & Qredevick Vi Hsd) 5%:‘#“%% E_QQDVLM\? IS5 e

Sy prosgerm . - 4«3%, Boreor — &J— W:"«/J@M  Farg L A R e DT

Lzt — N NaeaTeedn i AR by 8% —0te, sl Mow,
at (@ Godneeds, is just an ordlnary man or w’o;%g, llke you - with the /7-»2 2

compassion for souls and love for Jesus Christ.
e e e

It is time—te—eress. Go over this

And here is something that is marvelous. The@ and the moment has arrived.

€ 4
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You remembe M who wrote - I have promises to keep, etc. A“L“'%)’o é{n oY/ =

_ﬂ‘v”
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e
Tomorrow) God said, I am going to do_great things among you.
s G A o LS s e e

R
And@ y frosses that river at flood tide.
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The place

and the way to get the job done, was not in that way humanly speaking. Sometimes, we
- <>

think about revival - how can we get it done. Here is the flood tide of sin. And

Joshua, it is time to mg%a/

Jmet a man with aKwhithered hand;) There was no strength in it. Jesus said

- — ) S o~
to him - 1t is time to stretch out that hand. That was ogg'_t,hing that the man could
et / / —
n%g!p.
S— et the sick of The man had been that way for years. And of
course, @he could have walked, he would have been up off of that bed years before.
v T i 7

But Jesus said to him, it is time, my brother - take up thy bed and w Rise up.
2 —_— e
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But T know this, the @must do wgat is right. All of us have rivers to

Y
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Don't be afraid. Don't worry. It will be alright. Joshua just be stwg\gvg&

/4 {P/( Flrs;:}, not a man will stand/{ fore you, \’ In all the days of thy life,

there is not one.

shall tread upon, that have I

given unto you as I have said unto Moses,

Ve r

so will T b‘ke_:with thee,

pe——

V'{ Q S\e’c—o@, asv I was with Moses

%

@God is with thee, whether soever thou goest.

~ God is with us. That is the most\glectrifying ' Joshua, you tell the

-y . . @D A
! eople @Ls.&m_to prepare{some {yitels )
© —~—
‘r—x%) he said keep the Don't get ahead or behind it. Just see
\ — — 7




ﬂhsp)the soles of your feet rest on the water, you've got to get down in that

Now( :gyou stand on the bank and say, you be-first. two three\ No, you've
B v ""‘”’E’ “3

ot to get your feet wet.
£ get y et e

Now it is one thing to talk about it, and it is another thing to get your feet

B

wet.

There is a. z@

got to get out of the boat."
- T, WS W IR

T

You@ step out on the water - and faith is like that. The motive in the heart

=7 T,

is different. It is not the same kind.
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You run ar isk of getting your feet wet. If you are going to get things done.

r——

Joshua said it is time to cross.

And the
I
going down.
ot
P
"""""""""""""""" “\
That's tie troggaly
the middle. And there was 3
L-emonsprated_lnm%hemllves of those people. When they got their feet wet.
s ; > e -
M VTR

/
v) there is my preacher. Educatio al director, Sunday /Achool

director, Sunday Scho?}/égrkers, W. M. U. workers, fheacons} Out there in the middle
- i AT e, — i %‘

A
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of the stream leading the way.

...... By g

ave such soldiers who will make that bold mission, and lead the way,
‘.»wm-'-ﬂ?

we are going to have some soul winning in our church and we are going to have reg%;gl.

When leaders will go out and witness.

The people looked encouraged. They said, thgy are crossing. And the people

crossed. And they prospered. As they came upon ericho gnd the walls fell flat.
T — 7

And they won the victory and split the land in the middle., And found themselves

in a land flowing with milk and honey.

— 7
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We have our riyegewggnggsg, and we need to go to God's word was the promise

was to Joshua = be strong. And of good courage. Be not afraid, be not dismayed.

mranme

I am with thee.

Ak“zeéi;;g)back upon that scene hundreds of years ago, we

task — crossing Jordan. It comes to mean(ﬁgzejthan just a little reference here.

Nrcamsinoe awm s S 2
P o,

j— v N
The <é*_,?d)°f God is clear and certain - that we arlse go over the Jordan and
S — S

]
possess the land that God has given us. e‘b‘rclhv( M mwﬂéﬂf ﬁé
WNJ&._J,:E%‘ Fom Tomansad Jonde er\.er @m‘*mw "
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,‘ has beensymbollzed 3s @ translation /garth to Heavemy The passing

of God's people into the country of the Heavenly. They had been long in that

s RO,

<i}lde~“;;§ and troublesome day§ And noéfaog)promlses them a land that is wonderful

=7
As that old spiritual ffI'looked over Jordan, and what did I see. Coming for the
e =7 = > T — e

carry me home. A band of angels coming after me. Coming for the carry me home.
B e

Swing low sweet chariot - coming for the carry me home. Sg%gg low sweet chagiot -

coming for the carry me home;:i) ’
%MM‘{‘?/Q’”? “;""e 9..)\:1;/&@001««9* WA&W{VQL‘ f‘w?au}M
i darl) ouriaty WA WL Korey wwwm%awm

%
9w
73 é' are more than conquors through him that loved us., For if we believe that

Jesus died and rose again, even then so also, them which sleep in Jesus will God

bring with him.

Jesus my Saviour, he tore t . Jesus

g e

ny Lord Up from the grave he arose. Like a mighty triumph o'er his foes. He arose
' F— e —

a victor from the dark domain. And he lives forever with his saints to reign. He

arose, he arose. Hallelujah, Christ aroii;§
— / ,.-"’



plwho was a music director in the First Baptist Church, Dallas,

B . T - ~ i
3 Taxas, for many years ~ during his llfetlme ofteq:uémaxthe poem at funerqlmserv1ces.

.-—.c.:-—m..m..

And this poem which he loved, was used at his own funeral. It goes like this:

o

e

{7

\ When I come to the river at the ending of day
When the last winds of sorrow have blown
There will be somebody waiting to show me the way

I won't have to cross Jordan alone.

T oft times I am forsaken, weary, and sad
When it seems that my friends have all gone

There is one thought that cheers me and makes my heart glad

I won't have to cross Jordan alone.

I won't have to cross Jordan alone
Jesus died for my sins to atone

In the darkness I see

—

He'll be waiting for me

iy
I won't have to cross Jordan alone,

o /
The<§;;;21 is that we go into our‘ééz;;; res and crossing/ﬂordan;/;he entrance

v,//

of God's people into Canaan's fair and happy land, is a symbol of eternal rest.

4o e WShs AE %“*TWN“T?’ Sunded o one Sasl ‘Whailt na.l(t.s

yor smije L7 He 5o, R utgats ave dhumg bivy i VETH Shobk o N B!

(;?shua spoke to the(gg;geé upon that great day, and said prepare for the journey

et

across the river. There is nothing so wonderful as the Christian's heavenly hope

— their blind_ eves can see, their cripple odies can walk, and brgken e
ﬁzéi;ﬁ /” *1?"ggb —
filled with the gladness of God. Weepin ndure for the night, but joy cometh in the
= , “VW/E . — E——



%»uc,fye.._,
mornlng behold says thy glorious Saviour, I make all thlngs new, Té*ggelzfdgain,

A - 2 U‘*‘iaﬁrdﬂj éaztgég;w» 7E2;32Ld
'Pa wrote. Unbelieveable that we gain a better home. There are no mansionghere

o Fnte 7 Ao é?;*céb- - Ao e >Lvadﬂabi;#a~%L7 75y —
t6555553fé with the mansions ‘that Jesus_has gone to prepare for us. We fain a better

e
body in this house in which dur spirit 1ives. We groan under the cares of the world -

—m—

sickness--age, and death come to all of us. Welgain)a better fellowship. We come to
~

the city of the living God. 1In the heavenly Jerusalem. And assemble there with the
first born. Jesus, our precious redeemer, and the saints of all the ages will be

P
Our loved ones who sleep in Jesus will be there.

there. And best of all, our Lord
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Does not thisg bo}ﬂ - this one bold mission stir your heart today. Ad:éEEZ§§xs,
- el

qifié?)to arise and cross over.
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is there.




