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THE CHANGING TIMES

2 Tim. 4:1-8

INTRODUCTION::
No fact of life is more inevitable than that of change. It ma?T"
be fast or’giow - mild or complete. But it occurs everyday that we
-

live.

Growth is change.

ng;ning is change.

Meeting new friends is a change. When new people come into the
Sunday School or the church, or the organization to which you belong,

a change takes place.

He can predict that tomorrow
————

can be different thamn today. And he will be exactly.right. No two days

inhhistory are identiecal.

It is hard to understand the nature of man which(pasically yresists
= FIa—
change. Sometimes he even resents change.
AL
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@ does he find it so hard to change. He is a creature of habit, of

routine,

<:: Jou do not believe this is true, then notice if somebody goes in and

completely re-arranges the furniture in a room. And then note the Eggial

expressions of the people as they return.

I remember an 61d man ‘lhat told me his wife was always shifting the

furniture. She re-arranged the bedroom one day and that night about midnight
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find it. Because she had the bed catty-corner across the room and he was

p%gggd in the corner.

Now the firss thing 4 chapnge is difficult.

Let me illustrate this with the church inflenncssgg that was built out

of %gﬁg‘many years ago. The following’ﬁuﬁé;y a Deacon took the liberty to
bore a hole in the log and set ain it on which the Pastor's hat could be
hung while he preached. Some of the members were so hostile over this
unauthorized change, that the church split. And there were two distinct
groups— they were known as the pegsand the anti-pegs. It was simply becauss
they could not adjust to this slight change without a feeling that they were

being manipulated.

There was another church that rejected-awealthy man's offer to
"

contribute an(air conditioﬁiﬂESsystem to the church without any financial

obligation. He wanted to doithis but the church rejected it by an official
vote. The reason was that they felt that air conditioning systems were to
be used exclusively in night clubs, theattes, dance halls - and that they had
no place in the house of the living God. They were so opposed to a new idea
that they vetoed all of it free of charge. It was too different. So it must

be wrong.

History tells us that tha b had a violent split over the

change from the traditional.hooks and eyes on their clothes to the newly

invented buttofis made of pea:%. Being conservatige some of the older members

felt that the gloss of the pearl was displayed and was wrong. And the church
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split into twomgroups over hooks and eyes and buttons. Which was correct.

We sometimes wggifiwwha;‘kﬁpg of explosion would have taken place if about



time someone had invented the zippe

Dr. James Sullivan told amceabout a church where he pastored and they had

<§ brides’ class) AND it had had that name for 30 years. Most of the members

in the class had ran@ch;lgren. But they could not even bring themnselves to

change the name of the old class, which was so dear to them, to they kept the

name which was inadequate.

What I am saying to you is that change is difficult. We as humans resemt

it or resist it.

of oyr attitude toward it.

They tell us that(aégyaa maﬁ)1n_E§;se.and.hugsgldays vowed_that he would

never ride in one of those new fangled automobiles. Until some of them reached

PR

the place where his old horse would take to the ditch every time he met one.
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Then it woiild not be long before he would be sporting a new car. And he was

more surprised at himself than anyone else at his change.

Yet the circumstances of the world could not be ignored.

Second,

and be planned - and that it even be scheduled and developed. Now unless
B

changes do come in this way, they will come by revelution.

The that makes change so difficult in a church is that the church

ed in the communlty, in which it is located. These

changes put pressure uggg!;be coqgregation to alter it's course to change and



to adjust to a different way. _/ lead to the requirement

of air conditdoned churches. Bsick homes led to a ery for brick church
buildings. Co@ortable. chairs in the home made home-made benches out of date
in the church. Raénga_hgggat by the home meant that the old reed pump organ
was out of place/in the church. The electronic age - b%Whones

and other aids into the church.

@ preacher tpda‘zj‘ ,,EF%M get out and spga:rli for an hour to 3 or 5

e

thousand geople winpic device. As Charles Spurgeopn  or

John the Baptist did.
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are some things that are.not. to bechanged ‘

patterns of living of the people. There are elegnent;g_rwhich do not change,

must not change, and change. 2 7. ﬂ
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Now this is what s -F. .‘

e, It must
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i_the changing. As our {text)says

before God and the Lord Jesus Christ — be instant, reproof, rebuke and exhort,
e amnle el P R—
3l. Now more than ever,

A church and a minister needs to keep the great go.

Paul was conscious of this. And of course the people were seeking change in

ﬂ Trying to get people to prophesy rlght things — smoothe thmgs -
et .
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nature and saving power, promlse of God are eternal.‘ Ali men are sinners.
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e been transformed by the blood of the lamb. The éibié:ls the

Word of God.,

We must gear ourselves to our times but we must not allow the anchor to slip



Change in the next lacer annbe planned.s The bgs; way for change to

come about is for it to be planned prayerfully and carefully.

o

The advertising- olks k ow they can/é;veIOP the style from ope extreme
o o L_ e ——
to the other - they can expggerate and give contrast.

le yho are alwaxs advocatiggﬂchange.
The type of persons who will accept change. The types of people who will
S ey

_about change. And the type of people who will be the main forces in

instituting change. And the type of people who not only resist change — but

who will fight againsl_t 1. hOugh the rest of Wﬁs already

changed. Now each of these groups is identifible. Their characteristics are

known and researchershhave developed ways by which men can be altered and led
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through a planned pattern. No wonder men feeltthat they are being manipulated.
e ek p =2

Whaléggpgeg,in churches and denomipnations.much come with time, also the

S

process must be different. he planning in the world cannot change a

e i ;
sinner into a4s§TEET’ Without the pover of God,

jt. With-

out the major things that are unchangeable, you can never change properly.

When timely changes are desired in the church or g ome — you must

Wi e i

determine‘what adiustments’are needed. And prayeffully develop these.

Everyone must be involggﬁ in the process of change. In pdanning the

process of changes in a denomination or in a church there must be evaluations.
L T Weyvepsee 2T

It is diffieult for one person to plan in detail for someone else.
L T——— Sg—— o




e, With mutaal

prayers — relying upon the Holy Spirit.

Vi

There must also b and respect for persons and

There are so many complex things in the process of changing. The viewpoints,

the discussions,the terminology, the methods, the ney approaches.
———————CAL AT . W i SO N
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For‘ag_rlgg, if we set out to hake iéak; and I bring the -S-BEE.';_,- some

body else brings the f]d_'g_gm:, and some body else bringsthe flﬂrgg}‘g,g and we

mix all these ingredients together and we make a cake. But no one person can

& &

say that this cake his his. It is a wondgrful cake - and it has a wonderful

taste. But no one man can identify his flour or his sugar. It has become

This 1 LhSe

When dissatisfactigs, and ye are unable to

sona trib}égapns. And there may come f%elings.. But these

identify ou

i Ll g

T

i(;:eas may be dis:{gggg}ied. But every suggestionsincorporatéd into the over-all

ackage hel to make planning less difficult.
package helps P 8 u

That's ﬁg;)it is importapt for church members to take,
s W s

of the church. To be in the organ‘if,‘a}é\_jgps, to be in the worship services,
e o R . EEEN

to give themselves and to assist the church as she moves in this world.

o
The ‘Eﬁzgh mem;:iiCﬂnﬁgglg,ggggﬁ!tha.shaaap e shaped by it. Now
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this is one of the most difficult thingi:bout change, and that's why some

people want ins|

b h e of improving the situation - updating the methods and
sth e platisg

the effectiveness.

apt revolution in the church. While there should be a gradual




Cthches are 1ike th
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motors. And they wanted to transfer to jet - so they designed the DC-3 to

the DE-6 to the 701 or 747. And they started off with the turbosprop which
S /’,"

was equipped with a jEt_Wut itsstill had the propeller. Now what the

CE e

The o;kfnc-ﬁ with pistons and propeller

A

pure jet before the airlines were prepared to give them that kind of service.
i

In facing this real need and real desire, they went to work om it, In the
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church - the members shoulc}wglso have this feelin, %, and pray and work..

anges are upon us. These are changing times. No';gngﬂzmdanﬂgmliXE“

the horse and buggz days. No longer can we hold back time. So prayer is
Wml’# e

needed.

We know tha Jof the change that has been taking place has not been
e et S B R R s

T g

in Eh_f’—___EFF?,P_?F.. direction,

In{ 1955 he Gallog g}l showed there were 487 of all adults attended
i SO T B AT e
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church, in a typical week. That is 48%of the adults made their way to the
ad '

house of worship.

And this is a low point record. When the first surveys were made and conducted,

we also discover that in‘ 147 said that t‘ney fe}.t that rellgion as a who].e

i S e
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was losing its influence in the American way of life.

o

In 1970 ‘75/ Fay that religion is losing it s 1nf1uence on the American
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way of life.

One of the things about this survey by Gallop is this - XSPQEWﬁgE%EEMEEG

dnfluence than our older
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slightly more likely to S%XM‘};E



renewal.

Some of these

@Eig Walker, pregsidept.of.Benn State, spoke to the graduates of

ot
that school and his address was entered into the congressional records.
And he was speaking about the generations and the changes taking place
between parents, graEﬂEifﬁESF’ and 2 generations. As he spoke to the
young people, he said, "thesey-yeus.parents and grandparents are the
people who within five decades 1919-1969 have by their work increased
yougﬂ;;;gﬁgxgggggncy by approximatgix_égzﬁyho while cutting the working

day by.l/3 have more than doubled per capita output!

These are the people who have given you a healthier wor}d than they

found. And because of this, you ng longer have to fear epide?;fs of flu,

small pox, dipggggia, scarlet fever, that they knew in their youth. And
the dgggggg_gg%%g is no longer a medical problem. While T, Bemis almost

unheard of.

Let me remind you, he_goes on to say that these remarkable people

i}EVEd througgﬁggggg;g;gmggggggggmd@ngﬁgiézj Many of these people know

what it is to be poor, hungry, and cold. And because of this, they were
“L x ”l'

determined that it would not happen to you. You would have a better life.
My ORI b Ry = P A BN vy

You would have food to eat, milk to drink, vitamins to. nourish _you, a warm
[r— AR Ty o - -



home, better schools, and greater opportunities to success than they

had.

Because they gave you the best - you are the tallest healthiest

it T R AT

brightest generation to _enhahit 't
S

land_and because thsydﬂgggﬂma;g;ialistic

- you work fewer hours, learn more, and have more leisure time, fravel .tg,

more distant places and have more of a chance to follow your life's ambitiom.

These same peo le, your parents and grandparents, fought man s greatest

W s A YRR £3:
war - they defeated Hitl They had great compassion and spent billions of
- il S TR *
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dollars toihel thelr former enemies rebuild their home lands.
- ’ e 4

It was representatives of these generations that dealt with raci@L
et

discrimination, built thousands of high schoolsq trained and hired tens of

mw‘ F"""‘ ":.'-_“

thousands of better teachers and made higher education available to millions

......

of youngsters. Where once it wa the dream of a wealthy few.
) g 22
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They have dealt with the pollution problem, they have tried to carry

CiRarmes

on conservation and seeting_aside land for you and your children to enjoy.

e

e
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They have paid taxes.

Ehlle they have done all of these things, thgy have had some. failures.
They have not yet found out an alternative fQﬁﬂgg;, rgggmhatred, and perhaps,
you — the membess of this graduating class will perfect the §ocial mechanism
which all men may follow their ambitions without threat of fomee:. So that
the earth will no l?ngetlpgngggllgg‘ to enforce the laws or f0r331m1§§,t°
prevent some men from trespassing against others. But those generations made

more progress bx gggwgu, L.oL.%

don t you forget it And if‘your generation can make as_ much progress — in

oy 5 thagwgaxmp;hg;mgmgvious era and

e
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as many areas, as these two generatiomns | have, you shoiild be able tossolve a
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good many of the world's remaining ills.

The president. of Penn State certainly offers something to think abbut
in a world of change. Many of the changes in your generation and mine have

brought great strides,

No wonder people re-act today. When some are saying that God is dead
- g Y Wt e, .
: -
and the Devil is a myth. And there are those who.would turn the house of
God into a p°1iti§il form or a hoot-enany hall.
QLI ek B it = H
»
There are g:ili}things that need to change. We think about the liquor.
Alcoholic threat. And we need to come to react against these things that

o .

would destroy. As diq%PaulEas he was writing to his young friend. Asking him
,‘-",;_'- } RSl A AR T SR o i o

in the midst of ch%ggg to carry out the full commission that God gave you.

I sometlimes think that c&gggg&ﬂ;}qﬁi@ ought to remew occasionally what
they are demanding of their'pastorg. Just what is the task of the man of

God., in this changing world.

VersQi?T} He give Tiegphy a final charge. That we all 1live and serve

W e

in the sight of God - our Lord Jesus Christ.

y P , ]
; irsj%ﬁ re ‘the There is to be no substitute for the honest
.awavtﬁj'ggh?xhe'moxd" .

man., who will make known with all of his resources the message of

redemption.

& 2
Second, be instant, Perhaps ErgentwyOuld be more accurate. Men don't
- % : ¥ S S e ot i

have forever to make up their minds. Every day spent in unbelief for disobedience
Wy ’

is lost.
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Efprpvéé— again this mgans to convingg, Men have to see themselves.

And to look into the mirror of God's word in this changing hour.

o \
Fourth - rebuke.’

.
2
o

Sometimes it has to be done. Because not that the

L
=

preacher enjoyé it - but befause it is for man's good.

Exhort -~ theppgfading note must never be wanting. Mgp_are not driven
Y T g - P — )
into the fold. They are drawn - they have a desire, they have a will.

y.iBf} Paul could foresee in his vision that a time would come when
v -

men would not want to listep. They would not want to understand that this
important thingsshould be done quickly. Men are prone to believe what they
want to believe and they will follow teachers who ease up on ethical demands.

s

IE&E}E% gara’%sp always be satisfied.

Furthermore,men like noyelty. Very easily lead and deceived, Hence,

they forget their known duty to God and to man.

"I

\

I hgy?,%fquﬁstidgﬁihzﬁynu. Arg you making religion a matter Y
sgnvenien;e ﬁqggg, Have you qg;ered down the demands of disciplegship and

church membership - that it mg§5§,little,nrnnothing to you.

In these changing times, it is safe to say,%g&gﬁpalﬁiqf the members
sy TR S

of the churches are positive hinderances, They have made religion a matter
e e AR A LER A1 9

of convenience.

Now you talk te some peoplé onggpa;?ﬂtjmeans to be a Chiistiapsrand what

the Bible teaches about the great doctrine of the church - and what the church
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is doing to carry out the great commission in this changing time. And
most Christians t&s]‘.},:‘f}:a_nk!;yfﬁggll‘.younthat they are not dinterested., They
ars not interested in discipleship. But Jesus stressed the demands of
the Christian faith. Luke 14:25-33.
# ™

Eﬁg;wW§§439Eu§?§EPB§§g§§in his thinking. He had a g%pyiqus fight.
Persecuted. Tﬁinggnwete_changing. But Paal was g great optimist. I think
Jesus was by far the greatest when he said, be q;,good cheer - T have over

come the world. John 16:33.

This day and age in which we live, is certainly filled with pessimisy

S

- the season of dquair is all about us. Ev%Ey day, every month, every year.

Have you ever seen so much discouragement. ‘=
" foas B el~ - fas¥r, pedeca Tl Pone,
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Wé have it even in churqg We are gpsing a lot of good menr from the

ministry of the Gospel because they have been defeated by the giant dispair.
[ —— s B ot . i

Pessimism is deadly.

" .
The.%\,‘g‘i#wa;_ghgptgrfwf the ipbg_k';ts not one of defeat, but of victory.

;_.QBev,_ull:IS:ﬂi The kingdomss of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord.

And he shall reign forever and ever.

During changing times, the man who walks with Chhist.ﬁ&g}qye;yursason”tp'
be optimlst;ﬁ for Paul said I can do all things through him that strengthenth
,En-ﬂ-am»:* i
me. In that_{gth verse, Paul says you. mus t keep your head cool, suffer herdships

and do your work as a herald of the good news.

In thag,zf.(l'} verse - Iihave fought a good fight--T have run my race. I have

. Spe—— [



of those who have loved him.
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