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"THE CHURCH AT SMYRNA"

Rev. 2:8-11

INTRODUCTION:

Smyrna was the(most afflicted)and oppressed of all the churches

mentioned in the New Testament. This is the(EFiefest)record or address

given to a church in the book of Revelation. There is(hot one )thing to

condemn them for. There is nothing wrong. “Tealbnpn Agléaonl‘ gf
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Here our Lord speaks to his church, and gives a testimony to them.
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The is church is translated in the New Testament.myrrh. And is
= —
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only mentioned three times. Once when the Magi came from the East and
==

brought gifts to Jesus, gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

L,
When Jesus was crucified, they offered him wine mixed with myrrh.
When they took his body down from the cross, they wrapped it up in

=
linen and we readvthat Nicodemus brought along some myrrh to embalm the

dead. It was a spice, an erb. (g?yrna or myrrh) And it all had to do

—

with embalming, suffering, and with death. Hence the church at Smyrna

e — L S———

is a church of myrrh, or the church of sufferipg. And in his testimony
nuren ot >

there was not one word against them given. They were the most oppressed.

Some of its members would face death.

In his testimony, he begins —- the(%irst and the last) His having

died and yet being alive again and living forever. He thus proclaimed him-
self to their confidence as an enduring one with great power. In his

testimony, Jesus said he had gone through similar experiences himself.
—— —— ._‘_-___'_______—————_

And that he was able to sympathize with their griefs. He had gone through
/

heavier sorrows, far deeper than death, with the nail prints in his hand
=y s _—_
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and Jesus presented himself and his testimony here to these suffering saints
d

at Smyrna. He(speaks to the angel. was that angel? They tell us that
e 5 —

the pastor of that church was Polycarp. And that he was put to death under the
—_——— e -

rule of Marcus Aufelius - the Roman Emperor. &nd this happened about the time

he was 86 years of age. So the testimony in this letter awakens much interest.

As the Lord comes and speaks as an advocate. And he speaks to this angel -

this pastor - who will be tempted to deny Christ.

Fix in mind that the testimony is by Jeswetgnal)— the first and

the lg_s_t.

Jesus who is (resurrected was dead and is alive.

And that he speaks to the church and the angel Palycarp. And keep this in

mind, that the pastor of this church will be put to death. And

I8
to g_gg‘} Christ. And this man will say, 86 years have I served Jesus Christ, he

has been a good master to me all of these years. Shall 1 forsake him now. He

was of John's converts — and following his conversion - he was installed as

pastor of this church. And according to what historians say, he was converted at
S e L e

the age of 14.

70
Now @_un/c'ler,sjﬁny what it is,resist unto blood - unto death. And that

is exactly what his testimony is as he presents it to the angel and to the church.

II. Troubles Predicted - V.@

p———

he says, I know your ]:orksz e says I know the endurance and the

form of servicg that you have stayed on the job. That you have continued to

try to sow and reaps while the fields were white unto harvest. Now s
\___,__—;‘_ — N

may not have been many, nor great. But they were people who were poor, oppressed,
= __5_7 PpEess
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feeble, and afflicted. They could not do any great things. But the smallness

of their works did not exclude them from this remark from the Saviour.

Remember the @who gave her@- it was a little costly to her. But

it was not very rich. I think Jesus estimates men according to the grace in thelr

hearts. And(not}always according to the strength they might have in their hand.

It is not so much the brilliancy, but is the cheerfulness, the willingness of a
”_,_:;) Seriv_ny &_f;y

soul to do what he can. It is not always the outward greatness of a movement

that counts, but it may be the inward devotion of love.

Now great things are expected of those who have G:ezx talentsj And what their

works are supposed to do - is come up to faithfuy_:_%ss, employment. But the

if that is all you have, may count for little - but it is precious in

the sight of our Lord.

The(ééggg of the little child put in the offering plate. Thelégg;ggg of the
= 7

helpless invalid, I think these are dear to Jesus and rise as high in Heaven as
— : —
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some great showy work.

(When) people have it nmot in their power to do, and yet with earpest and

devoted heart, do what they can. And out of their weakness show that the living

power of grace is in them, even their little works rise up and find commendation

from our Lord.

(TZ?the poorest and the weakest, as well as the richest and the strongest,

—

Jesus) says Lkngw_muoﬁrks. And whether we do much or do little. @

stretch our f?}}_fhilify' or if we lag behind, we need not think that our Lord,
< _7

the Judge, is not taking note of it. He says I know thy works,
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? )/ I know thy|tribulations. Chris_t_i_g_r;__s_ujf;ring, like Christian

rejoicing is something of _a(mystery)in the world. The carnal mind cammot

understand it. And it takes little or no account of it. The world does not

enter into a Christian's experience or a Christian's tribulation. A true

(child )__of God gws which the world cares nothing for. And he
rejoice/s/iﬁhi s which the world sees no happiness in. The Lord said, I

know thy tribulations. Now this is a very word here. And is best
that I can interpret it - it means pressfire. The idea of a Roman whip that
is very thorough. And it is like pressure - the execution of a man by placing

aon him. The great weight of the rock gradually crushes him to

death. The pressure of persecution unto death.

Another way to this is the grinding mill stomes - pressure of the
— ==

—

great weight grinds the wheat into flour.

Another s the pressure that the juice out of the grapes.

Now Jesus, in talking about the tribulation is not saying this 'as a spy.

But this is something he says that he knew all about. It is like a mother who

tries to protect her child. She does not want to leave anything to chance. She
knows that trouble and tribulations are on the way. And this is what Jesus is
talking about. He knows all of this. He knows your bereavements, he knows

7
your persecutions, he knows the temptations. And he knows the serious mis-
e 0

fortunes which you have. Whether it be sickness, berwent, los.s/es, reverses,

disappointments, and suffering. Jesus knows that you are going to have these.
/ == ageiaad

One of the (mosgl prominent things in this message is that I know about your
e /%
sufferings, your troubles, your tribulations. And there is é:gza tear )tha__t: falls

nor a glow that is unnoticed by our Lord.



There waskangggx_é_ﬂiggg)of persecution as the Christians lived in this

pagan society. There was no lack of persecutors - they were of all sorts,
e ———————————

and they had deep hatred for the Christians. And of course, this is true today.

There are all sorts of people who would persecute the Christiam.

@Z poverty.! This was another thing that Jesus said that he knew., These

thjggwwgg;t to us that these people barely made enough to 1iv«3r. He just

ets by — he is a poor m - he is forced to work for a living. Really that word
8____,7/)’_ M rced LO Wor; g v

means, beggary. It means absolifites and uE_t’g:/ii__,_g_sd__j:itutiﬁa. I know thy poverty.
c______—7‘ S

Your absolute and utter destitutiom!

Now(why Jwere these Christians so destitute. The €ity)was one of the richest
7

in the Roman Empire.

First/reason is that the Christian in that ancient day were almost without

exception poor anyway. Now account greatness and success according to

riches and social acceptance, and fame and fortune. Yet, these Christians,

——

the followers of the Lord, who remade this world were the poorest of the poor.

When the Scribes and the Pharigees and the doctors of the law looked upon
AL R

the Apostles of”Jesus in Jerusalem, they@ they aE_g;%in, unlea a; un_t_a%t,

and unschooled men. Depriwed. Ther as nothi £ - i 1 - th
@siog e 5 E_,7 Sl e S ey were the

poorest of the poor. And that was a most remarkable thing.

. would think that God, for his work, would need extraordinary personalities.

Not at all. He just needs plain orditiﬁry people who can be filled with his power

to do extraordinary things.
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In the New Testament, eutside of a, all were common,
= =

ordinary, and poor people.

Sifggéj reason they were poor is that they(were persecuted in Symrna{)
Plundering, they were deprived of the right to work and make a living. They

had no trade unio?s. No business would hire them. There was 10§§_£§thyg, work,

and possessions. They lived in destitution. You might remember that when you
BAeRs L U0s

have a job. (g:ﬁ)might remember that if you own a home or a few possessions.

Something that you own. In gratitude to God you should express thanks to him

for the bread you-eat, the hoqggﬂzgg_lggg_ig, the clothes you wear, the car you

drive. The Christians in Smyrna had none of them. They possessed nothing. And

they were under serious pressure.

Therefore their pq3g5ELJEELJELLIéQEdﬁéégg;;%g.to the fact of them being

Christians. They were shunned and disliked. It is easy to see how they would

fall into poverty. And this is the thing that Jesus knows, that they have been

willing in order to follow Christianity and Christ - to enter into this kind of

trouble.

~522322313101aspheg%. Jesus said that I know the blasphemy which has been against

you by the Jews - but they are not Jews E ynagogue t: ,:) The attitude -

===

of the Jewish religion toward Christianity - the synagogue of Satan. It is those

who say that they are Jews and are not. That is, they claim to be Jews because of
7

their fleshly decent from Abraham - but they are not the spiritual decendants of

Abraham., That the Jewish Church exis;ed there as the bitterest enemy of the

Christian church. They are the people who accused Polycarp. They are the ones

who brought the wood to b?fg him at the stake. They helped build the pile and set
S =

it a fire.
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You will note it makes no differeng?g as to the form of an organization
; 7

whether Christian or Jewish. @is the Devil who is the real author of the
7

% And hence he said he:_:e, that Satan shall cast many of you into prison.
Satan can W°E_E.E just as well, or maybe a little better, through one who claims
=— —_— . = i

to be religious and is not - than through an outsider.

Blasphemy usually refers to words against God. It can have that meaning.

But here means_s r. The things that were said about them by false

ch_q_s_who were of the synagogue of Satan.

-_—

This is a thing and is one of the darkest things in all the pages of

history. The@ religious people persecute each other. And practically ever

( major religio:-j that has ever lived has used an iron fist to put down descenting
minorities. The Christiam)has persecuted the Je}g for centuries. And that is

the reason, for onme thing, that it is very difficult to reach Llﬂd__fnLCh.ris\t

The Christian people have re\‘a}Led him, persecuted him, until the name Christian

P s
is synonomous to the Jew as-an enemy.

Back there in the beginning, @ was the other way around. In the Roman
7

Empire where so many of the wealthy Jews had the ear of the R authorities
- they sought to blot out the infant Christian Church. The first Roman who ever

persecuted the Jews was@ And he listened to slander and out of this came

the first terrible Christian persecution. It was like this here in Smyrna -

where wealth flourished. It _Poisoned the minds of the@ms.. Through the

oppression brought by these Jews and the slander placed against them, by the

Jewish people.

The government) of the day accused them of disloyality.



I.P society and in the festigls and gatherings - the Christians would
X — rlStlans wou

have nothing to do with the idols that were worshipped.
e T ———— - [

@as for moralitg; They slandered their assembly by saying they

mg_a.:—nd.g?t for the purpose of vice or crime and they put bad charges against
—_— ===

them.,

In the 1ace, they charged them as Christ was char ey Matt., 10.

Anybody Who slew them, thought they did God a service. The féul mouthed Jew,
Q—_-a——"—__—q? - — G

the synagogue of Satan, Children of Bbraham. Therefore we note that the

has his synagogue, those assemblies set up in opposition to the trlﬁbs of the

Gospel. To promote error and 82_1-3__.L,M19n to the purity and spirituality

of the Gospel. And they set out to revile and persecute those who are Christiamns,

These who are of the synagogue of Satan recommend as being the church of
Israel - or of God. Therefore suf_fguz._lin'_s_gaing_tn_mge th:mgkm\__gz%es,
tribulations. And suffering is going to result as being evil spoken of. And this

is something! need to note in the_day in which we live - there is so much

s&iaggg;_,and blasphemy in the world. In fact,égligion)may become a hiding place

for these people who work for Satan rather than for God. And he will tell us
a————ﬁ —

-'i-____.__-—-—-7
what this group will do. olycarp, the » was brought under persecution.
——

At last his enemies seized him to tortur;'g him, And they were determined by

saying, the will._,gf_-corq_be done. History! tells us that(he)eame from the upper
stgg_ﬁ—meio%qe to meet his captors. He ordered them as much refreshment

that they might desire. And he only @mof them 61'1& favor) That they might

grant him one hour of undisturbed prayer. In the fullness of his heart, he
prayed on for two/ho7urs. These heathen people were tmjlc?hgd_hl,the_s%ght of the

old man's devotion. He was conveyed through the city of Smyrna.
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The(ofj_l__ﬂwgbefore whom he was brought - persuaded him toﬁx:t,__e}d and
made a small demand. What harm he sagd, could it do you to offer sacrifice

to the emperor. Now this is the test that is commonly applied today.
-7

—
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They used yougher measure9 on him - he was ca_s_t__f_:_qm_a__cm%a from
o

which he was being conveyed. And a magistrate appeared before him and said

swear, cu:,sg_ﬂhxisr?. and I will set thee free.

,

But the old man - 80 and 6 years have I served Christ and he has

never done me wrong. How then, can I curse him, my king and my Saviour.

In vain was he threatened of being th;yn_&ﬂi_ELij.dJl&asy or burned.

At last the fatal proclamation was made — Polycarp confessed himself a

Christian. This was the death warrant. He was@_d,emd to be burned alive,

Jews and Gentiles, the whole synagogue of Satan alike. Has_t‘_gzie_d,in rage

to collect wood for their funeral pile. The old man }ayed his garment aside
\—_——-_? '

and took his place in the midst of the fuel. When some of those(gﬁ:'gs)who
ce.

/7
would have nailed him to the stake - he said - leave me thus unfastened. ﬁej
who has enabled me to brave the fire will give me strength also to endure it's
fierceness. He then uttered his brief prayer. Oh Lord, Almighty God, the

. e S

Father of thy beloved son, Jesus Christ, thwaggh whom we have received a knowledge
of thee - God of the angels and of the whole creation and whole race of man. And
of thy saints who live before thy presence - I thank thee that thou has thought

L7}
me worthy this day and this hour to share the cup of thy Chirist among thy witnesses.

The was kindlg;l and the wind drove the flames on each side - prolonging

his suffering. At last an executioner dispatched him with a sword. So here one

of Christ's poor saints at Smyrna died faithful unto death.
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Paélycarp, the pﬁffgg, the aged man - preacher and man of God had been

brought out and put to death. He had been given a chance to get his liberty,
If he had said Caesar is Lord - he would have been set free. And they mentioned
the wild beasts - but he still refused. And i 5

u refuse n the flames he prayed a wonderful
prayer. So died the pastor - the aEEE; of the church in Smyrna. And Jesus said

I know thy tregbles, trigplation, poXS;ty, b%ffgphmm, etc.

III. Termination Prophesied - V. 10
———— - -

Jesus now said 1i£éEE,EEt - do not fear what you are troubled about. Things

are going to come to an end.

/_,/ He says,(?éééﬁ} fear e things you [suffer}l Fear not. Now these are
going to be words of praise and‘gommenda;igg, Now Jesus knew these things by

observation - having seen it in the church. This comes from his own experience.
Jesus knew about the slander. And those who reviled him., He had experience

and he says, fear not first of all the things which thou shall suffer.

/-
Z he says Satan shall cast you intc(prison) That is, the Devil is
T

going to come and tempt you. Some of you may be put in prison for your faith,.

Brethren, the adversary of the Devil is going to give you trouble. And Jesus

here is talking about the troubles and is going to tell them that this is going

to be terminated after awhile. The Devil will see that some of you will be cast

, into prison. The people of God must, look, for a serjes of successions of troubles.
OP&:N - S el WM %Immv %MMM,
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You must here now, that @is the Devil who stirs up wicked men
’ P e T

to persecute the people of God. The tyrants and the persecutors are the Devil's
— e [ —— ~

togls. So Jesus is giving insight here - fear not, the evil ones. These people

were great sufferers and the heathen were very adverse to them, Their enemies
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would even give them a
g problem. Because @w;;s acquainted with gt;/ief, he

was a maLo}’@;?«s, troubles, and Jesus is_acquainted with the home where

bereavement today, where their is mourning, where there is poverty. There are

rveverses - he was familiar with the situation.

j A @, there was the@romise of 10 days‘D The pressing troubles and

tribulations were to be terminated so Jesus prophesied here. That they were

—

to take the form of ten dg;: and then they would end. @ of gathering and

worswgg;@%gs, the Christ:/L.ans were in caves, catacombs,

and other hiding places with men posted to warn them of the approach of their

foes. They were déspised of the world - condemned as enemies of the empire -
G————__'—_—_.—_-—-y

because of their faith. Now this tribulation will last for 10 days. Now

ell us that it is significient than in the 2 centuries of Roman

persecution which began with Néro and terminated in 312 A. D. - there
— e

discinct edicts - demanding that governors seek out Christia}n/s everywhere and

put them to _death, The ‘ was under diocletian. He was the 10th persecutor.
Now the early church believed that he was the last, and he was,

to destroy Christianity by per n seemed to be in vain. But they were days

that it meant something to be a Christian.

were being crushed ﬂ mms;b, with that sweet fragrance, given

out because of their love and devotion to him.

Satan shall cast you into prison, some of you, but then this 40 means that

it will be intensified in_number, It refers to a f:f_.ercc;, intenge— peE_se_cP_t_i;cL:b

This is like the ten plague n the land of Egypt. Fear none of these things.

In all the words of our Lord - you wouldn't have thought that he'd have said,
c—‘_——'—‘—'—"7 ™~

fear not. |You would have thought| that he would have said, I will shorten the days.

el
e
L —
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I will destro thos
y €rsecute you, the Lord said that just the opposite

= you are j
you are going Bo have more of Jjust the sa;;e, Jesus said. And the early

peﬂaps sag, we have so much now Lord, we cannot bear it. Our

poverty, our hom;:/ are taken away, we have to/bfg, we are despised. And he
’ -

says there will be just more of it. And of course he promises them suffering.

But there isn't there something else that he promises. When he says, that

at the @f 10 dayg,/ he predicts ghe te\riifffion of this persec%on. Under

dominican, there were Ghristéans who were banished and put in exile, as
: e Sl A e e .

put on the Igl_g_gf_iatnmg/;You remember that these people were spectedon

every hand, the churches of Christ. And the @ set himself up as a God
= ~ et

and had images even in the temple. And when hé gave an order it was as God and

Lord. When he would write a letter, m a command, or send out a law — it would
_——— :

begin our Lord and God demands t and so. Everybody that referred to him must
-

do so as God and Lord even in writing or in speaking. Now this led to the

slil.t’gger of coun_tle’si_gnmber of victims of people who refused. And the empire

of Rome looked as though it would never fall.

Hence the Christians were persecuted because of their faith and their

missionary zeal.

Caesar
Second, they were persecuted)because they re£2ggg_gg_ggg_ﬂgggﬁEg__‘___ﬁ_
3

- they gave universal obedience to Jesus Christ.

G “hi
Third, they frefused)in public to worship am idol. They did not follow this

order.

Fourth, they were were looked UDQLE&@D.DJJ.LEJ_% i
esh and they drink
They said they meet at night in the s. They EM\)
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b'IO}da They did not understand the L:E',SEBB?—’: as they spoke of the blood of

Jesus Christ.

In the next place they werd be us_eit]y offended the educated

philosophers. That knowledge was the thing instead of truth.
—_— -

r

In the next place they were because they were against the buying

and selling of idols. pm,& Zé&é gpen £ R AL > ‘:i p{jl
,ﬂ/yuﬂmrx"ﬂ‘h’— prpll I — Wﬂg e
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In the 7th place they were because they were ab;L;grec\ruitq

the poor and the slaves that were looked down upon by the rich, respectable,

and the powerful. @wa_mﬂ%s, the load they were staggering beneath,

and the blasphemies. And he said that there would be 10 days - the term. The
R e £ _Term

7

period of time. You know great trials seldom last a long time. We cannot really
P

stand many of these crucial crushing thin that come to us like a storm. It

must be sharp. S0 Jesus commented that there would be a termination of this and

that it would pass away.

-,

, he said, be E;ithful until dea@h] This was exactly what Polycarp

f fulfilled. He hg opposition - just 1&g’£l_@3ggn_me_coppe—rem;;h. And his

-\_._‘____.._

companions at Ephesus - who waged war against the Christians and those missionaries
of the cross. Here was aby faithfully. He was an extremely

old man - 86 years. Many years he had known Christ but he was to be faithful

until death. Jesus said that thege sufferings would not be universal and last

forever. They were going to b t - there was going to be a time limit.

There would be those who would t:‘ug_d_e_s_m:y them and he was going to cut it short
for the elect sake - and they would have patience and be faithful unto the end.
S —

aid I will show them what great things they must suffer for my name sake.
—_— e e S

i



]l

When Jesus called him, he told him that., All that the Lord said, you are going

to have more trouble — more suffering.

!ggé!:_‘:;lh‘z?:_ M 4 r&k*"’“ﬁﬁ, = §7rv--ﬂk4anan7 Ehf)v- Y 1L Gt -

the wicked people prosper and God's people are having a hard

‘g}_p;g__—_ it is very difficult., For the Lord said when you are a Christian you

will know what it is to suffgr and to be deprived and to be persecuted. But the

€E§§E§E§§ is not going to be frss from agony, he #s not going to be free from

disegg?j/;;ge from“death — he is going to have to suffer, These Christians met
7~

beneath the city in the catacombs, the burial place of many of the martyrs.

He said there are carvings even as fresh as yesterday of affection - speaking
of love and hope, and it is very remarkable that the Christian art had it's

birth in such a place.

\’7/ In the @place, he promises a };;own of lii;ta_l to those who endure and

are found faithful to the end. So he says, fear not - things are going to come
to a completion. There will be tribulations for a 10 day period. When you
over—come these, I will give you a crown of life—--glory and righteousness, one
of splendor. Now our position may not be one of ease - but it can be one of

faithfulness, in which we shall receive the well done, good, and faithful

servant.

Iv. Tidings Proclaimed ,!iLg:i:)

In closing our study — we consider verse 1l.
/' —  First, he says, all with
e
Then he says, he that overcometh - those that are going to be victorious.
And this is really good news. It is very precious - these tidings that are

proclaimed.
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There will belno second death That is, there will be no hurt to you

— and this is a timeless thing which he 1s promising to those which are his,

A day shall not go by when they are hurt by the second death, they will not

be cast intc the lake which burns-with fire. (g;v. 20%14—15? Now this is

something that has to deal with the condition of the lost. You remember

Lazarus The soul is going to come into judgement. And there will

be that suffering — but he promises this church - these who hear at Smyrna

- this precious godd news - those who have been faithful and careful in thelr
e e e A ———— -_— —

walk.

What our Lord should ask you or me to walk through the fire as he

acked these people to walk through suffering. ould we say.

who walked through the firey

and they were not touched b; it. And so his promise is

very sure - when though passeth through theii% though shalt not be burned

and neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.

It is like thg bush at Horeb the church may be burned but it willf_ggf
= “——_—_—ﬁ"

be consumed for Christ is in the midst of it. They may kill the body but they

cannot kill the soul.

It is like the ﬁire in which the(;;;;gggyascends to Glory. And so the

flame of persecution may come close to each of you and your suffering. But

this will not harm you, he says, in the tidings he proclaims. Don't be afraid.

Because I know. Yea though I walk through tha<;;1ley of death,) I will fear no

evil.

You remember aid, I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor
2 Al i o Lthex daat

N
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powers, nor principalities can separate us from the love of God which is in

t?

Christ Jesus, our Lord. Rom, 8:38-39.  Fear not, fear not.

There are ho are going through trials. And God knows what
— g\_*__\_-’

those trials are even this hour,

There are some of you who are fighting for life and for health and the

— ————

Lord knows.

There are some of you who labor in persecution and suffering and Cod's

knowing all of this.

There are some of you who are depressed in Spirfg_and in heart, in your
homes, and God knows that - fear not. Here is a marvelous Christ if only you
will be faithful unto death - you are going to get a crown of life and the

second death will never touch you.

. But théiéé;;;;;;ﬁ dies to live.

For beyond death, lies life. Don't be afraid for the Lord has been through

all of this. And he is going to give you a crown. All those today who live

in this weary world - what a blessing and what a comfort this will be for you.

The Lord himself is looking down from Heaven,

A poor @L{%@_sw@_amn%r, I like to lie here and look at

that. And he noticed that there was a little poreclain cast representing our
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Saviour bearing his cross. And this was hanging at the side of her bed. And

she saild it helps me — I can bear my pain better. that Christ has born

his cross does help all that trust him to do a better job with theirs, Accept
—_— - .ad

these tidings and be Lransformed, and triumph.



