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Rev. 3:14-22

This is Wof the letters of our Lord to each of the separate

congregati”o?is. We have come to the last known as Laodigea. Tl‘e,

AL : H o
- the.rights.of the people. Nq_ other@an set forth the coggditien of the

pressadmdays chuzch, -in world affairs. 1In our time of deggcracy, the _gass
- S SN
yoice of the people, is the

of people who Wer, haj\_rie_\a‘.gpgan.r The
s t
Mewrm] e Tt o

voice of (;&9 This is ringing all around the world.
’
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It is evident of the history of this city that this@'wgﬂ_t to a

_zich Ehurch/which was {f of Pamervant?-— as he
' . / Lo AR BonaT Coun.
speaks in the book of Colossigns. And talks of (Ephaphrasl.7 Who went to . s oy

%{oc‘glossw‘ antl ?gﬂélso spoke of Laoi—l’ice' ! I think both of those letters were
read to these separate churches. Cp[:_i//‘u fé,,,ﬁ, fod ‘ﬁ”"j CanieFr W#fg,q.k'%i-a

Jof Laodicea was rich -- it was(founded[by Antiochus II. Who
S named it _after his wife, Laod}'cea. It was located in a valley. And was a
—‘__ TS

!

very famous city.

e -~ . V /
The fehurch here was decent but ngt dyvpamic. They had no problems such
as the church at Corinth. They were not divided. They were not roud;‘ in

their services. They were a pretty bunch of decent people. They gaxe fairly

well. An i i i I
d they lived fairly mor%! _lives. However, there was Qé‘i%%e_!dedication

for the work of God. They were totally indifferent. They did not care very

much.
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This 'Qﬂegcrirpe's ngakmchusches -- Perhaps.Quk.un, There is @ in the
world that will take the plags.of-dedication on the part of the people of the
church. A church can have the best staff, the best buildings, and even an
unlimited field of opportunity at it's dogrstgps. But 1f_f?thg_ge,op1e are not

wiWemf%\i’LQs to the work of Jesus Christ, they are not dynamic.

They are just decent.

In our text today, God gets ready to send the letter to this church.

e Spensiey ‘*./r"lé

ifies to the church as th- the faithful and true
witness. ,qjl_r I’ }

—X _x@- Amen, that is the @Mhat God promises} Egithful

\

S

and true witness, who will maintain to the last what_is of God, through the

great majority of those who %ﬁ)fess to follow him.

This 1is a

wAmen!" - it is mentioned in 65:16. It weans

that_which ;.4'1211) whlgg_Mg) It is a word that is @xﬁresswe of 11fe)

Anﬂchanglﬁg faithfulness. It is a word with which Jesus 1ntr0duces his most

solemn declarations. Especially in the fourth Gospel. It 1shere to

{Christywhose testimony(mw_:er falls) short of the truth.

It is m}]}nging faithful-

The speaker then says thag@’othing can be aMch or taken away from him,

He _is_the true witag;s who speaks from eternity. There are no_tricks about it

No false things. He is the creator. And he is the only source for any life

T g b T sl ol s 155 T ML+ BeaSL.



And as he speaks, ,'HE)to bring this church - t urch

with the closed door.

We might explore some of these (@g@_\s Who loc ?  What closed

it? Seco{, we might think of the tw:& And then

ind the

finaﬁ!ft we might think about unlocking the door - how are we going to fin

key, to open this door.

i
firch is described in this verse. ;..know

I would that thou were cold or

hot."They had to close the door. The spiritual temperature of the church is

here portrayed. Neither cold nor hot - they are fig%ive words. But they

describe personswho are neither in earnest for God, nor utterly indifferent
R I S S A R

to God. There was a profession -- but no warm-hearted faithfulness has followed.

He wishes them to becomem M 5’!9?‘%‘4— N, ﬁé é«m«qg,é_/
W 224 'uw . | MZO.( }v,\_e.éé—z% 767%%"’“’7)
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The church isyE . They did@reject missji/onazz appeals.
But they did th really get e:ﬁiiteg about these things. They didn't mind having
/VlSitOﬁ in the church. But they did not go out of the way to show _their warmth

and that they were welcome. They did not mind have people making decisions for

Christ. They shed very few tears of z'oy over these decisions. As long as you

did not tie them down - they would do a little service in the church. This was

\

unfeelin

[
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U4 an %
uncommittment, They were spiritually neutral, They were fenéé-sitters. The door
M o e S ey
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was locked. And closed.

Now our Lord mm from thé hito'
talks ghoubelikesliainatatoy They had hot
water is bmlme hot - one enjoys that. But i_f: you have ever o drink
some luke-wagm mineral water -- it is 11l tw. So Jesus

uses the background of this - those hot m"ineral springs that have cgoled off.

of the citz. When he

As long as the

Making the drinker sick when he drinks,"'that water,
/

/
/

/

."/
I imagine every 1it1:lin town would gather aﬁgund when the caravan

would come and the new camel drivers, out of the hot blazing sun, to get.a big

drink of cold, clear water from the chemical rich spring. Much to their discovery

found that it was luke-wazm. The little boys would roll with laughter when the

drivers would spit this sxgkem g water out of the1r mouths, Now this is what

Jesus used. They say these ;gséalf hearted, on agaln - off agal They

were not totally in the middle, of the church. And it turns his stomach, and he

says I could spew thee out.
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entice them to come to this new area. And the reason was that the Jews brought

trade with them. And trade meant wealth, commerce, and banking, manufisturing.

Back ine6209A%D,, in which the Revelation was written - Faccus, who was

the RomlGoveRr, of the provience of Asia made a decree. It sounds very
Lama=——ae
modern. In his in®erdicti to export - to thejexportwof any more golc

) out
of the provience -- they w ning out of|

d they needed to keep
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it to bolstee.theitecuzzency. Does that not sound like the United States. Trying

to keep its gold supply in order to keep our money sound. Well, this Governor did

so in 62 A. D. %MMM%I b?@?&u%ﬁ\gw“

M ﬁ"h"k'é% %\-«ﬂ’-—«ﬂ L ﬂ-"-w)..“-uu, <

Sotn e layzzéhhwE) ti%Leﬁﬂ” read ﬁ?uﬁzi;y

At that time, as you know, once g YEakm@VETy: male Jey about 21 years of age

sent 1/2 sheckle to the tgupleRfmderusalem. To sw&g} the ﬁOI‘EhlE of gehovah
NS T T ——

there. In order to have We of money to send across the sea,

however, the Jgl§ in the districl.puEpased to disregard.the.ban of the Governor,
against the export of gold. And to SW anyways.

The Governor promptly seized it and confiscalodesdt . 20 1lbs.
of gold i b . Each adult male Jew had to send 1/2.sheckle - that

that would bg _2_drachmas. So each male Jew had to send in Roman currency to the

temple. There were 15,000 drachmas represented in that 20 1bs. of gold. And

15,000 to arrive as the number of adult male Jews in Laodicea. That would give

T above 2l xga;g of age - living in that area, when

this book was written. That was a great populatlon of Jewish families working

"- - me

and building, and tradmg, accumulatmg riches.

&mm@smﬁh\ & e Romlnn ﬁ,_ja”"‘awf&'%%z

M W
nstance of wealth in lagdicga is found in the story and life of

Who made an exfepgilemtilp. He cysheduiselaliers of credit in the
)
great banklﬁ center i . That is another instance of wealth. When

— the city was destroyed by qm U607AL D, the citizens refused the
help of the Emperor. The reignlng Caesar. And remt their gity themselves

énl—-re;r- do Lhay Rengs %w_, o M %\L"":—" '4—9417'#9_&1-»\,_ 2

~—— a garment producing place. They had alEIoEH ind:

He_

Ldo

" o !HJ. LMM?;‘";ZR"" Mﬂwmm)wvd%—

\ There is anothel_;/thlng that speaks of the wealth of this city. It was

A breed of sheeE raised

in that district was different than any in all of the world.

The wool of the sheep
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was black. And its glossy Iaven.celaxr was beautiful and superior to any other
=i =t

found in the world. And they manufactured all kinds of garments and exported

them.

/
S There is yet another thig that speaks of geglth" The manufacture of

__—ssgéyelsauve to anoint thi ezesl was exported from this city. This was a%

| ] And these products were made here for the healing of eye ailments.
%

It is an interesting city, and it is S0 interesting church. But

most of all it is meaningful because it rmseﬂtsf he 1

And@y}ll the church be_like yhep our Lord comes again. The church at
EmmeS

Laodicea, represents that lgst Eenod. And we know, that everything that God

says is important. What is it like. This church at the end of time, here
it is. With the doori shut. And it has been closed by their indifference

and by thelr wealth. And they have taken on the attitude of the city.

Y
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1I. THE TRAGEDIES OF THE CLOSED DOOR

Now think a little bit abouwf V. 17 and 18.™yThis speaks of the church of
J | /gc}he closed door. And some of the tragedies. "Thou sazegf;_l % :: E.h And have
L‘Zf -

need of nothing. hou art wretched and miserable and poor, and blind, and
naked. at some of the tragedies of this closed door, in this church. Here

the church was making claims about its own riches. About their own work. And
e
they were entirely due to their own efforts, They felt that they were able to

carry on.
— s/

\/, 17 Note the words =- I am rich.
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riveswords which our Lord uses here. As he states
Y

_\I- \f[ Look at the(f'

very clearly.

%t, you wretched,

or a burden. lere you are, boasting of wealth and its place in the world. You

To be wretched means to be ogEressed. With a problem

are so spiritually helalesgl- that you cannot even lift the burdens that you are

supposed to be carrying. It was actually a burden to them and they did not know

it, 2ok people MM”“*’M W@W”‘fy W/

yﬂﬂzond mise rﬁbl&.’ﬁ%is means pitiable. That which is in need of pity.
peste ==t P

Our Lord was moved with pity upon his church. It is upon the individuals, in
this church. _TZC’ Nawe Whp 2 Koo TrsT#s A)-Wd- A3 /]ﬁ—}\ (e

Gk N Tre chervcdh Mab"m.- WAL Arrds
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Now this must have shocked the members of that early church

to be called poor. For they were not beggars -- they thought they had a plenty.

a3l }M s Brwos<ls,
But Chrlst said to them, you haye n thlng.dgcd' “ +
Cople ;\PL WW A, 3T ’“’Mé ('9“‘??
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I wonder if today, the truth may be the same. We are satisfied with our
W ST IR ST M RIS

affluence, with our position, and WW' We say to the worldi we
don't need anx;m g‘, But here, do we have that which satisfies the inner heart.

aswlle o

And Jesus was telling them that they would not carry the wealth of the world with

them.

Now he is saying to the church that you do not see

Ah, you are blinc

things clearly. You are near-sighted. And you see only the earthly things. And
R —
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there is ng Heavenlz vision. And there is 19 grasg of that Whlch 15 beyond life

or death here for you. They, lacked real spiritual v:tsmn.M :

These people were what YW‘M As we find today.

With their prejudices. And yet they were blind leaders -- leading the blind,
P

Now this was our Lord's final characteristic in saying -

they were nude. Strigggm all clothing. Now we know the clothing needed
et

will be the robe of glory of Jesus Christ. The cloke of righteousness - so

that we are fit to stand in his presence. The book o.ti'Genesigells us that

when Adgm apd.Lve sinneg, their eyes were ogened, and they knew that they were

naked. They sewed flg leaves together, and made themselves aprons.
i
b M j m Yo e,é. waa Sl A I
Peagle are trylng to do the same thing today. But they are trying to
coyer SRetheir spiritual nakedness. Then Christ comes along and he speaks

to them.

\/f /g Now let me __?lml up for you something of thelfgrage 6f the closed door,

e

and the teachings of

God. These people were laEe warn, And indifferent. They were not cold, and

they were not hot. They felt that any old religion would dg. Is not this just

about as good as another. And their goodness made the Lord sick. They were

[ S—

indifferent about the doctrines of God. AlmostChristia:n ou ask today -

any simEIe question about E%or about the Bible, and about J?Christ.
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hot
hear my_voice, Iwme letter like this -- is a letter that

Wul’aw.' He that hath an ear, let him hear, what

the spirit sayeth to the churches. Be thou faithful unto death. What an

impressive thing that he says here.

O@ dutz as_an iM di ; dual Christig is to heaz‘. We cannot cover ourselves

or hide ourselves -- here is the faith of the individual. And individuals must
hear. And only in this way, can they be rescued. As each man must eat for himself,
e TSN T e s e g

§lee2 for himself, rw-for himself, eie for himself, and be judged for himself.

He says to him that overcometh - @Will I grant to sit with me in my throne.

This is g from the book of Revelation. It is

a most unusual passage. Our Lo;ﬂ here is pictured as being near - he is at the

What a wonderful

And he stand there in shining strength.

here at the door.

When the

is opened, he nw an entrance into a man's life., If we open the door,

we must let him in. He never forces his entrance. You remember the

- he turned away from Jesus. And _Jesus let him go. PWheydid not the Loxrd put his
hand on him and cogmel him., God has reverence for pewnallty. And the Lord will

not violatg.xour choice. The decision is ours to make. He never comes where he
P = e e

is not invited. He never enters a heart that is not open. He never saves a man

who does not ask him,

ristAs pictured as standing there kaogkin,g -- as the Saviour. You might say,
Bt e s DL
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L.am notginterested in, or I dondtemante religion. Or, I ahedebadeperson. Or
I wouldn't let him in if I could. I know I am lost, I am undone, I amgdnifting.

vize .4y 5!«( el m%%mﬂwﬁmm Wl
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Newe ess, Jesus ig knocking at your heart today. lwmirough the

@lﬂ The word of God. This book.speaks. Eugme inuthis.chureh is a way

of God enabling his word to point you to Jesus Christ. MU\%
Wl v Strango— Poags Vo had— sthdeily —
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And there was a ng

Sanghem vho vas an.unbelicyeyr. He said he was an ipfidel. And people said there

is o usg to go to his house. He ipsults people. And he went anyways. He found

that he was out on a certain part of the ranch taking care of the wiadmill. So

he went out and intygduced himself to him. To his amazement, the man put down

his tools, put one foot on the fence and be to talks

But folks were correct, he was rough. And as he began to talk - the young

preacher asked him if he had g He said, when he asked the

question, that he supposed that he had not thought about that for years. But

he was trying to represent God, and the man said "xeg". IW
Christian mother. Then he said, well, % Jdome about her, Did she ever pray for
you. Did she ever ask you to become a Christian. So he wengtZback through the
yew]d he begap to weep out the out of the windows of Glory. And he
began to twt his Mother, and her @&x, Christian life. And how_shespzaxed
for him with tears. In no timg.at all, there w i
What he was talking too - as he began to descxibe his Godly mogher. When
the Preacher shogk hands with him to leave - he said, young fellow, L.
w. Well, Chzist was kg%) ing at the heart's door of that man. And that

is the way Christ speaks. Sometimes in the natural ways, he will come and speak

to us and touch us,
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Remember this,s eager to enter when the door is open. One cannot
_’___

buy salvation.

In London‘ i

It illustrates the point of this text. The painting

is Christ W g at ihi ﬂ°°h The spiritual insight that the man had, is a

picture of a cottage. Run down and neglected. With a fewsweeds) growing up
B e

to the window. Gzass is growing in the pathuay. Through the years the vines

and the weeds have cow - and they are rusty, But in the midst

of the neglected-place, there stands a kingly form. Th@ in his robe.

One hand is a W, on which the ddijghts faldss upon the door. And with the
” =

other hand, he is k:myﬁ-\%t the door. The artist was overwhelmed in his

soul, when he sketched that. There Jesus stands, knocking at the door.

misunderstood. The handle is on_theWinside, of the door. And We mUSt_ODEN. the"
door. When we do, the glory of that light fw and what a

difference. The Lord says I will come into him and sup with him. And he with

me.

ghere. And he is telling

us today. That you are personallz accountable for keeping your furnace hot.

You can do something about your spiritual indifference. You can repent

Indifference is sin against God. You may let your devotion wane, and take an
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"I don't care" attitude. But the Saviour is knocking on the door.
——

lartin Luthe; 10 his co ngﬂ_n, had you h“ockeg m
door_of my heart and asked me W{lees there, I uould.have.said.thal.

lived there. And had you come and looked for me, I would

have been aWth a head=shaved, sleeping.in.a.shirt, with his head
~ s e SR S

down beside the bed. But

heart. I.ﬁﬁ,o&:maw)dl}kganaggb;”;_;gammiwbeg:.n, let Jesus come into your

heart.

Just nowrthrowsopen: thendoon. Let Jesus come into your heart.

.. [
% M-@ﬂ' Br{ﬁk Letarm 7?‘4, Or?2 T .
Would you, it is as“simplevassthat. Just open the door and say, Lord

Jesus, come in. And give to him the destiny of your life. And he will come

and abide forever.
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