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"THE CHURCH WITH AN OPEN DOOR" %

Revelation 3:17-13

INTRODUCTION:

About th east of Sardis was the mf Phlladelphla. A city
that was founded in 140 B. C. by thew G\ttalus II) Whose other

name was Ehiladelphus} The city was aamed Philadelphia after him. The geography

of this city is very interesting as to its location.

| — ssglég, note the 2

Thee an open door. It was located where eat countries joi\n}d together. J;EL
Sl
\(;g ~The land of Mysia, Lydia, and Phrygia. All bordered at Philadelphia. So for é'—}:&_ﬂw—"_

this purpose Attalus founded the city -- that it might be @cig.
S

Spreading the Greek language, the culture, the literature, and the manner of life.

To the wild tribes up into the interior.

4
- - @notice about this city - the I@ ek, - e : -

- Iy
: Him that over cometh, will I make a plllar, in the tenple of my God., It was a

great (customd in Philadelphia if a magistrate, a civil servant, had done some
‘\. PRI )
_}unuﬁg_al thing or some ngp.le thing. The citizens would hogg; him. By pla_g_ing a

great Pl%&ﬂ.& in one of their temples. With his name upon it.  This

commemoration would be a peﬂa_l/_mt;gprial. For the great man whom the city

delighted to honor. O/iy W@’C"‘;/ W“@LS‘.QM ’m " ’

S

Philadelphia was located in a vas : leld. And it was subject to(earth-

N\ ) : gt
v quakeg. Many times the whole city would be def;troyed by the quakes. And people
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fled for fear.

But at this point, qhggggmgggéggépg, Eﬁéﬁk&ﬁﬁéﬁi'topﬁivg you ?iﬁretual’

%4
everlasting, eternal That we have in him,
e 7

Again, our Lord says, 1 will

New Jerusalen,

upon him the

z of the new c't :

ﬂrntthc;gy completely. The same

of the Roman Empire.

mw?) It WW!{ to its old name in years later. But the incident
] : : . d ; s 2 z .
in history coyreiggggg with the words that Christ said I,EEEE_EE%;E upon

him the name of the New Jerusalem,

these seven churches in Asia. How that Philadelphia had been saved by the
prophesy of . Among the Greek colonies, the churches of Asia, the church

of Philadelphia stood erect.
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nend . It was wed to the authority

— - s A
and the power of the Roman Empire.

« It was WEEERQﬁ

up in rquﬁ of scarlet and ggéi: And had a prophetess to speak by the name of

hurch was called the church of iﬂfa}}ibi:f,

The

Jezebel.
—

hurch was a church of the dark ages. When God found some_shinir
urc “ﬁ’_‘_‘g_ St AL

It is the church

. The church of Bible society,
st Ll

and Bible distribution, and of soul-winning. It is the church of the world-wide

preaching of the son of God. It is the church of the bold mission t - that
every man shall hear the Gospel by the year 2,000, And unto the church, of
Philadelphia, write these things -- saith he that is hely, he that is_true, and

he that hath the keys of David. To open and shut. Behold, I have set before
‘_._'...-——-_——-_—__,_—-




THE DESCRIPTIO

===

3 ; = o
The de§g§$pﬁ§mn;bf Christ/ in this letter is confirmedras we read -- and the

angel of the church in Philadelphia writes these things. And here is the description

of Christ given. And this ought to Ezigg_gggggzgggmgnx,and hope to all of us.

R Ve

ist. One that

F 4
is holy. And there is nothing in him that will compare, since he is absolute., Ile
_'____—————'_"_7 = _‘_&-_-—7-

is the standard of And the Bible says this about his character. As

applied to the diety in the Old Testament, the divine Christ has separated from

all limitations. Iis holiness.

Holiness talks of %ﬁﬁgﬁﬂ{aspects of his character. Truth

speaks about 11isg_%. This is fulfilling the divine ideal. lle is truth itself.

will come when they will(ﬁai)endure sound doctr%pe. Dut after their own lust, will
heap to themselves teachers having iighigg_ﬂe;s. And they will turn away their

ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables., 2 Tim. 4:3-4,

Such deception will not effect the children of God, because we know the one

that is truth.

In the %&%%§g§§ggn§rt, we find that he is presented as the grgads

asked in whose name he should say that he had come. MHe said to him, you just say,

"1 Aln".



You know it is (trags Fisiting a hospital

M

~ during the Vietnam war spoke to a soldier who was about to be discharged. Ile said
soldier

to him - Q are your p%ans now, ,7’T'11e boy said, I have rﬁ__p_}ans. Surely, you have

some plans before you entered the service. Aren't you going to Rick up things where

you left off. Oh yes, I had some plans. But Jnot now. The chaplain said, well,

what happened. You could pick up and go right on. And the boy replied. I planned

to be al concert E‘i.anisté But that door is closed to me now. He drew from the covers

a steady, handless arm.
-‘—&_4?

story, shaE_t_g_ggi_dz:ﬁ;@ns. Vanished hopes and closed doors.
e i R — ._______,_;V

He had planned to be a pianist. DBut the circumstances, his injury made it impossible.
P Ii_;____, s A jury T 1mpos

The door was @ forever again im,

réam of tomorrow, h it
daﬁan of tomorrow. DBut somehow the door ds shuts, The

: berson listening to e, [Could( ws in your life. The
v 2 _

door is slammed shut. There seems to be no way in the world you would ever open

Y,

that he does not know. And (Godiks

eme And he is aware of these,
r{ ~3

of Christ would have @@_ﬂf_@r et ''Lord, T lie open

to t}}){ S,STUtilp’, thO!{_ kﬂo}fest_ me, Wher} I sit dolm and when I rise_gp again. Canst

read my thoughts fron J s »
y ughts from far away. I.a#{gl, or s{eep I, thoust can tell. No moment of
- 7
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mine, but thou art watching it. Before,ever the words are framed on my lips, all my

thoughts are known to thee. Such wisdom, as thine, is far beyond my reach. No thought
St

of mine can attain it. Where can I go then, to take refuge from thy spirit, to hide

s _

all the wonders of

from thy view. pﬁ[ praise thee for my wondrous fashioning. For

thy creations. For my soul hast fully known. And this mortal frame hast no mysteries

for thee, Who didst contrive it in secret. Devise its pattern. There in the dark

le

recesses of the earth. All of my acts, thy eyes have seen. A riddle, oh my God.

Thy dealings with me - s vast their scope.f{:\s well count the sand as try to

fathom them. And where that skilled mind, thy own being still confronts me.

-

Scrutinize me oh God, as thou wilt, and read my heart?” Put_me

to_the test. And

¥

examine my restless thoughts. See if on my false paths, my heart is set. And
Y SL.1es: g g 14 en Wy salse p

thyself, lead me in the ways of old."

/(Zﬁrist knows/cmr inner-most being.

4
g

o
,) he also noted here this open door -- that gl

were %%w’ they were not ythy. They had rgq}{ydem,q;l twour, the anointed,

one, Now this might be with churches that may be rish and have everything.
There may be a few, little gtrength, but thez con;imﬁH Qn. Sometimes, you wonder,
and you think about here is a little group of peogle in a coun _‘ They exist

iigr_xgg_;g. They are small in membership. But they continue Saa Thou

;welVSoon there were%oon 500e¢ and then %\ud still the number was
small compared with the world at 1érge. had';rery few associates as he tried to
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without limit, There is an opportunity with M -- working with children

and seeking to bring them into the King%)m. There is an opportunity with _

people and wixh adulys. If you want to serve God - behold, I set before thee an

open door.

of the church. And we may be getting

close to the end of that time. Because there are q‘ﬁ; doors, that are begimning

to _ e can no longer go to _R_L%g and preach the Gospel openly. We can
no longer go to Chim#”and preach the Gospel openly. The doors to Indigilvave been

closed for years. And people go to that vast land, and have to enter under some

kind of educational program., They deny the request for Southern Baptist Missionaries

in India. Because the door is closed.

ent before his brothers and pleaded the World-Wide
|74

cause for missions. The modi;i;pr said,’é;t down, young man. Sit _down.
V £ L= —— -

|
he will do it without your help or mine.

We look in‘%gggggggt upon such a situation. When a young minister of the Gospel

wanted to preach to the lost world. Uhen Carey went tq:;éé;é:LEEE_EEEEEEZ_' the

Fast India Comj

1qterferr%p with hln and he was Lorgﬂd_to_gg 18 miles up the

A

and his

Ganges River, into Danish _Colony, of Serampore - where he build school

colleges. And he sent ou;_preachezg to preach the Gospel of the Son of God. The

great English speaking world has followed in the steps of the missionary.

witygut.§ convert. Dut God was with

—_—
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him. In that terrible War, of 1824- 26 between Engl _d and the B__
Add.t :

was placed i

il @%%}ace. Tied with five

and he was sgck %jth fever. From the heat‘of the jungles. He was almost-destroyed.

4

&

But, he was Lept allve and fed _and nurtured by his faltth}dw1’f, ﬁgn Hasseltlzsi,

But he lived to see when the Lord turned t&gusand%'of natives to the saving faith of
] el

the Christ.

We could re-count stories of these great heros of the cross, who have gone

through the open door and have spread the Gospel around the world.

School Class of orphaned Loys, in Washington. Leading
SR Ty A @ —— "_'_'/' —

then to Chzist, was a crippled b ed lim.to know.Christ. Now that nameless

—

the Egg_glfgg4in the usefulness of service. Simply because the janitor used an open

door.

There are open doors to you. The question is, are you using them.




=,

the way and behold quickly.

- is saying here., I have patience and I will

vhich means qndg;ggg

help you. He states that sevequr'l;_{ia%s are to come ., It refers to the time of

trouble and disaster. Which preceived the return of Christ.

Socvni- r:rzéiufrt 957*5**n¢fﬂh~<x,.—~
with the s&c—rﬁggg of Sﬁﬂ - the

tle church. This opposition was(not by pagan

worship from without, or doctrinal corruption from within. It was emnity from

These wicked men envied the men of God and their door of

unbelievin
s e

opportunity. And would be glad to shut it against them.

lence, he declares the synagogue of Satan and o e from the law of God.

He says, they will come yet and recognize the church of the living Christ. These

persecuting Jews are to fall down and to know that the Lord loved it.

is found here. V. 11. B 0ld, I come. quickly:

v’” i Wme occur at any time. And the

church may be delivered. Such h@g@ will inspixe us for loyal effort ,(Tiqldm fast

and doing ouwk. Now Sardis was threatened by the coming of the Judge. Upon
their worldliness. But Philade_]:phia is encouraged here - that by his coming, there
will be a crown that will be given. They are to be kept away from something - as in

Noah's day. He was kept away from the flood. But he was preserved through it.

-

V17
:/-"v. He addresses this to the gdl\rldual menbers of the church He gives

thenm assl.lgance of a pernggnwgnt'pla;e in the temple of God. Ve speak symbollcally here

7 _——
¥ 4 i
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of a building, a magnificient temple.
— e

This is imagegg - it is beyond anything really that we can enter into.
That here is a - for example, the ghurchsdiswcalled. a.pillar in the ground of

truth. And this is for the glory of God.

V\\ -jZL i(%é;a Z>;~¢th/ -jZ:>Eg,¢#:*—’L1
lle makés

Or as in Eden, our first man
—

It is one of

Adam, went out.

the most useful parts of a building. This is a monument of the freedom, the power,

&
and the grace of God. There will never be defaced and never be removed.

In contrast, Peter, James, and John were pillars in the Jerusalem church.

e churg;bfﬁﬁell» we think

~The honor is increased by the

inscription on the plllar. There will be fﬁree great names which w111 seal  this --

s~ -~

—

Now all of this is a witness of the faithful and the true, followers of Jesus Christ,

And T will write upon him the name of my God, the name of the city,s



e

SERMON THOUGHTS

This morning is so full of images - the empty tomb - the voice of angels -
Mary's gncgunter With Jesus - the premiseg made through the prophets coming
true it is so rich - so full - so basic to who we are as an Easter

People.

Friday - qﬁéwEx;géy - the day we call God Friday - is brushed aside in one
glorious moment of realization one moment o _startling fear and o

overwhelming joy - & moment of holy awe - as the significance of what is
seen - and what is unseen comes crasinilng dm.

Jesus 45 Risen. Dggth*gould not hold him.
And if it cannot hold him, it cannot hold us.

All that Jesus said about life and death
211 that was understood only as idea - as a concept - as a vision

is_made real in that empty fomb

and in that encounter in the garden.

And @ﬁgd.aal / ‘ - -

- we standing @ééglg before these rough and rude crosses "‘fi‘4*-g (iLﬁ“‘—-f”
- we stanqing her efore these_gggbgms of suffering and shame

We share in it.

<We) share in the promises made to Children of Israel
and to the entire world through the Prophets. hxb‘ : 1}¢‘1¢£;L

We share in the promises made to the disciples 2»erqpu4."WVaG«
and to all who listened to Jesus as he walked towards his death
upon a slab of wood like these. T

We share im it — for the word that he spoke to them - and to us

—— is made true and real by what we testify to this morn, ’
3 Glatl (e

it is made true by the resurrection. B cains <& ot G
And more yet — it is made true by the tggtimeay;gﬁ—eugfhearts
hearts here among us - this very day - who have been touched
by the spirit of the living Lord o
hearts here which have heard Jesus knecking upon the door
and have opened that door .
and had him come in and dine with them. edt
hearts that encountered the risen Christ what is now almost w;:ﬁ\yp e

thousands of years after the stone was st rolledﬂ?ack -fvﬁiqudrgv

and the tomb shown to be empty ™

and our Lord risen. 1\uy~*““~“ ¥h”;*ﬂk_ F ?

. z ' re : <
Whéi)ls this Easter morn? < - ?’MJ
N T e S

t is God's promise of a new day & - \

Tt is God's promisé of a new life % M “ ‘l‘/ p// * /

It is God's promise of a new world ,wuaﬁku' };ﬂ; 2
ot e ey g

coming to pass in our midst. =
w g
Christ has gied. M o d” 5?)‘/ '
Christ has risen. wr —&/'\ v{(
Christ will come again. L 4‘}.1“(.,{ ‘V,_b 7
Praise be to God for his great love wﬁu Sﬂaf/"&{)\
And to Jesus his only Son.
And to the Spirit Aﬁ‘;‘aﬂ"

All three in one.
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