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THE CHURCH AT THYATIRA

Rev, 2:18-29

This is a most interesting church. We do @of>have a direct account

oﬁ_ﬂ% of this church in the small city of Asia Minor. It may have

been one of@disti‘gles from Ephesus b ydia., A _patiwye of this place,

iR
- or by some unknown Christian representative.

who was converted at Phili

It was a@all city), an important tratyg point, and it could have had

easy connections with Pergamos and Ephesus. And the that appears in
the last ch i is also found in this church« .
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Now in order that you might remember this message - I would suggest you

note these four statements in the way of an outline,

1. A Wise Witness - V. 18
* 2. Wonderful Workers - V. 19
3. A Wicked Woman - V. 20-23

4, Worthy Wages - V. 24-29

I. A Wise Witness -

To the angel of the church in Thyatira - to the pastor he writes.
And then he declares who is speaking - who the witmess is. And he says

first of all the witness is thew And then he describes this witness
=LRESS pel

tng that he has £yes/like a flape of fire and(feet/ 11 -
by saying that he has[éy like a flame of fire and|feet/ like f‘ine bﬁss And

the church is challenged to hear him.

This is the estimate which Christ gives as he n,i_gg;_tib.e,s_l'\ims?lf. You
remember on another occasion he said he was the OWS’
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dead and is alive. And to the church.@éi}lgggk he said, he was the sharp sword
RS e

with two edges. Now here he says, he is the<é;;:;£:§535 He speaks with authority

- equal with God. He claims to be the only begotten son of God. Who came forth
) Pt

from th:diffhiz””ltFQ&EAEij:SE of this claim that the Jegp insisted on having him
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crucified. They said it was blasphemy. We therefore, mistake our Lord, if we fail
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to consider him as God, with authority over his church. Against his power, no

opposition can stand.

like unto flames of fire - there is nothing more piercing than flaming
fire. It penetrates all things and mows down all obstructions. It looks through
" 2‘—————-‘§
everything - it goes through a mask of covering. It sqggghﬁ; out the most remote

recesses, The hidden things of the soul.

in her grief exclaimed, th&@g_s&ﬁh_ﬂ%-—so the son of God sees

everything that is going on in the chu;ch. And he sees us., He reads our thoughts.

When we think of our faults and our failures, things which are not to our credit -
it is a most impressive reflection that it is all naked and open to the eyes of him

with whom we have to do.

Now we speak sometimes of secret thoughts, hidden feelings, that live baried
apr— ‘h-——'_'—.,____

in our souls. He sees all of this.

Some -even religious works use the guard of piety to ‘rg.iiiwhat God

condemns. ngggg,snciggx;;g full of hypocrisy and the people of God in the church
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are not always free from it. It is one of the &i:};2n£_nux_d§y;JxL4g§g;£_§g;;t with
smiles, iniquity with fair sounding words, and bad morals with fascinating manners.

The piercing eve, the flames gg_fighﬁ.&h;gggh that which is false. It may not be

in the gaze of man but they cannot impose on Christ. @g)sees the covetness, the

pride, the ambition, the impurity, the malice - all this lies in the secret of man's
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soul. These seszgg;%%gs and deeds of darkness - Christ sees and knows.
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(EZQLéé%g mugg_;ng,gg;;h_ag%;ar to the bright burning penetrating eye of

Jesus, to whom all the hidden sins and false things in your life - what a spectacle

this will be in the day of judgement when revei;ed. When all that is in people's

hearts will be layed there and everyone will be seen as he is,

Now this é;;:IE)trOUble the make believers, the shams, the half ways.
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Hisafe of fine brass. Now brass tedls of strength. Now this means
e

that he is &giggﬂsg_hg,ﬁts?ng. This is a vivid picture, of the mighty strength
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of Christ to tread down whatever is opposed to him. His eyes of flame will see

- his feet of brass will tread dqg% in judgement all that is unholy and impure.

The hypocrites and non-believers are all known to him,

Now this brass must have been a product that was produced there in that part
of the commtry. And they knew what he was talking about. He was going to trample

that which was unclean.

II. Wonderful Workers - V.!lQ)

I know Eiig} your works and deggi_gg_gggggs. Your love and charity. Third,
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you faith, Fourth, your patience or endurance. Fifth,that(yo rder
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now than you did at the firs§;> He tells them there is much good even in the worst
e

of the churches. Jesussomething good there to talk about. They were@
B

togg}lx,ggggnaiawﬂxhsgzzggt. There were some that really loved and served Christ.

Sodembhad a lot. And the (snow)covered mountains have their humble flowers.
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So we may count that there are some good in believing people in every respective




