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Sunday evenings the &olce} speaking, ((\'30 M

m% We have considered in the la
M to the church by the angeﬂ/m/d last Sunday we heard the message to the j‘:ﬁ\&
e T

VZ# church at szm%//@rch that lived in a fox ‘nq:LeH\_of sorr_ows.

%Wlwﬂ/

. - :
% entE:e account was based upon the matter of ggf_f_e__gg There were trOuy,es Wﬂ

Trlbul ns, poverty, and bLﬁphe But the greéat prom;usa to those that

J'S would be faithful unto death, even theirclycargi- there would be
KM £
' \pgr
)

n¥ second death for those faithful Christians.
e

I have divided the ver up for this evenings consideration int

sections.

/. A Sharp Sword - V. 12
2 = A Sober Situation - V. 13
3 A Shrewd Scheme - V. 14, 15

)7‘/ A Solemn Season - V. 16

-{/A Significant Security - V. 17

Now if you have zai_&e_rlg._/]; and paper handy and will jot down this outline

7

as we proceed along with the verses I believe that they will mean a great deal

to you in reference on.

I. " Sha Sword —V_.@
——_.-aggr—_ ===

To the angel of the church these thing saith he which have a sharp sword

cadidals EEram e



You will note . is to the an 51_, the pastor - these things he is to

write.

And thi is coming from the one with a sharp double.—ed_ged sword.

The/ Saviour presents him_s_glf, to his church, as the one who has this sharp swerd

with the edges. And the office of a sword is to ;ut, to piirce, to ’s/gaVer,

and kill.

This is the - of the divine wor;. The word is intended to s:ix;e - but

/7
it is intended also to kill. the word of God is quick and Eﬂﬂ;

It is a living instrument. Sharper than any two edged sword piercing even to

asunder - the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, joints, and marrow. It cuts

into the soul. The word penetrates the consciemce. It cuts everything that is

contrary to God. It cuts down the co’IL(:’Eit, the pE_c_ig, the self-sufficiency of

man. It slews his false hopes.

The @n eeded moral surgery,,// And the word would do the work. The
: e, 5 o

iderf as the one who has a sharp two-edged sword.

v
Now this presents him as a__tgith the ability to protect them, even

in the midst of persecution.

Second, it presents him as amof power and of judgement. This is one
)

@why S0 mang_’ hate and avoid the truth of God - it is that it hurts them.
It awakens their conscience. It destroys their false hopes. And so this
passage is a sword ready for instant work - a symbol of judgement. And Christ

is going to use this on his friends and on his foes.

this in mind that t is the word of God. And that it is sharp
7 7z e

- able to cut Into the heart of ' a man. And that it is a two edged sword - it




cuts everyway — against our transgressioms and against the sin we have, and

also for healing.

II. A Sober! Situation -
7—#

Now Jesus said, I kino.w‘thyé;orksb.

I know . you/dwell d he describes this as the seat of Satam -

the throne of Satan there.

I know yourf‘.ai_thfplne-ss i— how you have held fast to the name of Jesus. ,

Held fast to the doctrine of faith.

¥ have had(reasons)to compromise because Antipas)was slain - and perhaps
ou have had 3501 p 28 P 1as Siail P P

he was the pastor of the church.

All in all, this is a very sobering situation. Here is a gongregation of

of Christ in a situation where

Saiﬁan‘s- seat or throme seems to be established.
-

@knew all about their wos}c. He knew that éair su-rromdings)were

unfavor_able in the location, in the (neighborhood !where they worked. Jesus took
account of this. He said &a;gn_‘j..&a}t is here. Now it was not a very Wholesome

atmosphere. This little congregation dwealt upon a stormy sea — they were like

a rose bending in the desert's hot sun.

often find themselves in a very unfavorable association
o

with the suarg_o_l_mdingg. Sometimes they are thrown into Godless families. Where
: ‘ 7

PraYPi_i_S____r_j:Qi‘EB}ed - the Bible is made fun of. Religion is scorned. They may

have to work and live by people that are profane; and godless. And their duties
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and epgagements- may take them away from the place of wors}@, on_the Lord's Day
- and from the company of fellow believers. And it makes it hard for them to

continue to be devoted unto Jesus.

But that is excuse for unfaithfulness. Because these people dwealt where
——— —

Satan's throne was. Now. meant for his people to live a certain way. And they

-

were planted in the neighborhodd where Satan exists. The thing that

foé\_ils__i,a!i-djn% that you belong to him, Now you are rich if you belong to him,

And you may know that God is going to honor every check when it comes to his

bank - if you have been faithful unto him,

The @being_the center of state religlsm is 593_1@_;11‘. as being the throne

and seat of power of Satan's rule. And we must remember how in a pagan society

the d to take on the fashions of the world. But the church

ought to show in Christ rejecting age, that there is a true union with the Saviour.

The presence of the throme of Satan and his dwelling in the earth - leave no

question to us today - for this is much in evidence.

(QE:}can doubt that Swe established in this world. gamuel
&

Hughes Moffid the dean of the graduate school in the Seminary in Seoul, Korea

recently wrote an article entitle The most
amazing thing in that article is what he had to say about communism evangelizing

the world. He said I watched the red tide sweep across Chiya. The Protestants

had been trying to win that country @t’ne communists took it in 30 years..

Their armies, their propaganda - they practiced evangelism - he said. They would

staﬁe__m_____matzlﬂ‘g&s_ghich lasted all day. Put on plays, concerts, operas, and movies.
They swept studentg and village people off their feet. Dr. Moffitt said even

one of his tried to convertllyx to communism. And then he told a story
about at a Christian college, who was in great distress. The
—

L L
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father and mother were earnest Christians in China. And she said this, I

wonder if my family knows how hard it is for me to remain a_Christian. Three

of her égggggggi)were members of the communist youth group. Their object was

to 9233553_32221-19928 person on that campus. 24 hours a day they argued, -
fought, pleaded - and put terrifying pressure on this young girl. Until at

last one day on the libmary wall which carried the slogans this little
— = nogans
freshman wrote "E_yggh_gg_ggngunce to my fellow students that I am no longer

a_EEEiEEi§9+-I have discovered my mistake." And how I have been deceived.

This brought grief to her parents - but this was something of the pressure

that we read about in this church - Satan's throne being here.

A woman in once told a missionary that she had won 250 students

to communism in one year. As we think about this, and we think about the sin

in our own country - the looseness, the rapid increase in divorces and re-
== R P

divorces. The increasing rate of desertloggrand pre-marital and extra-

marital Qggfzglggigggf The millions of pieces of obscene advertisements
2 P

which are mailed to teen-agers. The growth of thg_g;ghg,of non-virging:

among school youth. The increasing trend of rape or kiggggpiggg,ﬁar sex
.___-————@7
i

purposes. The modern gggglg;,mnai52 paintin;, and drama, and movies - and

the press. This sort of love is glamorized and approved by modern man and

modern women. The pld fashioned view is just a source of frustratiosn. And

classified as physical illness. Today men are worse than bgasts. Crimes of

violence, and disorder on every hardd. Could we but doubt what Jesus says here

to the church. This place is here where Satan's seat is,

2r
However, he goes on to say there is(@pch to your credit ou holdest

'
fast my -name. The of thé Lora is a strong power. The righteous running

into it and is set on high. Christ must increase and I must decrease. Now
-_— o —_—

there are many expressions in words which Christ is presented to us - but they

e e o

S PSS, TR L LN gy G |\



i

being the -@ of the church. But Satan had his throne there - he was

putting people to death. And some were growing tired of the struggle. And
me P e

they were ready to give up.

'l‘h- will say to x/ou - your duties are so tires%me. Your leisure
-~ —_—

is so important. Your rest is so needed. You have to struggle for a livelihood
- 7

- you are so exhausted. And besides all of your fiiends will think you are

strange if you give attention to the church and to religiom.

Now (Godywill not excugg you because of circumstances or some peculiar or
— ‘:?—-——"__—7

unfavorable thing. (\fanay have our tria/ls and we think that we can justify
s =7

our unfaithfulness. But it is ahin to hold f/t unto hi ame. Some

people that the cluster of (Greek God'? in their_ temples made up Satan's throne
here. Even they h that played a prominent part of one of the

cults of the God Aesculapius. In honor of this God a live serpent was kept

and fed in the temple, while the serpent worship was so marked, the characteristic
of the place - we find reptile engraved on mamy of it's coins. Crowds would

come to this temple and doubtless used by Satan - trying to counterfelt the work
of the Apostles and the Gospel. And those who refuse to take part were e a!“ .
tenounced. Those who obstained in their public and private life - were slain

and put to death. But the Lord commended the Chri « ality

and theif faith.

IIT. A ShrewdScheme - X._@
Now Jesus said he had a

Bal/aan;.and the doctrine of the Niw
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being the J!!!!} of the church. But Satan had his throne there - he was

putting people to death. And some were growing tired of the struggle. And
e PEEFSs BT T

they were ready to give up.

The(@éi?i)will say to you - your duties are so tiresome. Your leisure
7 = Z e

is so important. Your rest is so needed. You have to struggle for a livelihood
R T
- you are so exhausted. And besides all of your friends will think you are

strange if you give attention to the church and to religionm.

Now (Godywill not excuse you because of circumstances or some peculiar or
= e

N

unfavorable thing. AMe nay have our trials and we think that we can justify

our unfaithfulness. But it is a hing to hold fast unto ame, Some
le that the cluster of (Greek God's in their temples mad Satan's throne

peop a clu e n p e up thron

here. Even they h that played a prominent part of one of the

cults of the God Aesculapius. In honor of this God a live serpent was kept

and fed in the le, while the serpent worship was so marked, the characteristic

of the place - we find reptile engraved on mamy of it's coins. Crowds would

come to this temple and doubtless used by Satan - trying to counterfeit the work

of the Apostles and the Gospel. And those who refuse to take part were
tenounced. Those who obstained in their public and private life - were slain
and put to death. But the Lord commended the Christians for their loyality

and their faith.

TEE.. A Shre@ Scheme -

Now Jesus said he had a [few thingd against them, Tirst, the doEE;ine of
"_-——-_—7 —
Biiggg,and the doctrine of the Nicolai



This was the wealthiest city of its time - famous with it's magnificient

]’.i;b_rég/y?of many thousands of volumes. In a midst of a fertile land - these

people lived and 1 . And it was a sensual society filled with

vice. And was most intolérant toward the Christi an_rpnrhit}?_s and the Christian
testimony. We see the mwho lost his life - and it is indicated
=i

here that he lost it because of his faith.

The co must have been corrupt. ristianity)was having

a hard time getting a foot hold. It was in great danger. The gegffal order of
= : = OoL bl

things in society. lMen were being and wm

taught. They wanted polish and refinement and celebrate at the festivals -

as people are always weak and ambitious - and wanted to be a part of society.
-@ today even copy the way and the thinking of the world. And this was
the danger in this church. The members were being challenged to compromise

and to live the life after the fashion of that day.

Now what was a ¢ t to them. And now our Saviour
proceeds to note s,om@ of a different character. And he expresses it'g e

a few things. The object here is to try to win the offenders back to a proper

way of life. To a $piritual faithfulness. He seeks to reclaim.

@, thé doctrine of Balaarq Now this is the man who taught Balak

to cause a stumbling block to the children of Isreel. He taught them to sacrifice
= e ——— " —c____,__.—-)

to idols. And to eat that food - that meat - and he taught them to commit

fornication.

Now the here in charge of this church is being held responsible,
=4 =

for these people who were tolerated in the church because they were his over
——

sight. This is part of the grave responsibility which a minister has. Somehow
= v

to permit that which is against God. There must be action - there must be

admonition - and of course the angel had been too easy with dealing with certain

members in the flock.

Now these people referred too called themselves Ch:ig_g_i’/;_a_r_n,;_ and they claimed

to be very enlightened, l.i;hg_r_::a_l, and proper Christians. But they were really

followers of Balaam's doctrine. @as a prophet of God - he really spoke
~

the truth of God. But he turned out to be a very bad man. And he came to a

very sorry end.
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possess hwﬂ,ﬁ_&% He loved the wages of unrighteousmess. With God's
word in his mouth, the Devil's covetousness was in his heart. And so the

kiwg_@%g and honor and royal favor. And this is something hard

to turn down. A splendid chance of wealth and the world. And so, if Balaam

said - if the king were to give me a house full of Godd - I must stick to the

word of God. But at last we find him @t’nat the lude women would
7

seduce the men of Israel and get them to participate in the feast of the pagan

worship - that was the thing that he needed to do.

Now some of the @n the church here were holding to this idea. Now

they to renounce their profession - they wanted to stay as
good members in good standing in the church. Why not be friends with the best
people in the community. @We can yiel_d_g_li.LtlLb}t here and a little bit

there - and we can profit by that. There was@irg_j.n accepting invitations
P e

—

to entertainments in the heathen neighborhb, ds or partaking in banquets or
things that were dedicated to heathen gods., Or going to their temples and
endulging with them in their customs in the community. Why this would please

the heathen and secure their favor.

Satan )had tried them with violence and had tried persecution on them and

now he comes to try them with social seductions - flattering them with the
o Ml

friendship of the world. Grafifying pleasures,

And telling them that they e Christians even though they were a

part of the heathen worship.% they walked after the flesh and the lust of

uncleanness. Their eyesewere full of adultery, ungtable souls. calls
them wells without water. Clouds carried b d. An speaks of
these same people as giving themselves over to the uncleanpéss of the heathen

- filthy dreamers. And all spiritual authority - and learning greedily after

By - Gy~ e L e e bmmme twrtan Asad — vadiedine wavea of the seas.
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Wandering stars.

Now the word of God promounces awful judgement against these people.
And they are destroying more than their souls. These members have brought
blame and a curse upon the church. Aand with all it's faithfulness - all those

who held fast to Christ - they tried to remain in it. And this is the modern

trend today.

Second, the doctrine of the Nicolaitans\- V*ﬁi;) _£=2§;g‘_ They had grown

up with this doctrine. And they were tolerating this. We do not really have
f“_—-—_.-_.—'_-

complete information on this group of people but we understand that they were

corrupt and they taught that<;:ldid not matter much what was done with the

body because you lived in it such a short time. They gave a free lieense to

all sorts of imgg;ixiesu Adulterys fornicatien, and every sort of fleshly
indulgence. They were free from condemnation - they said that a man ought to

have several wives as part of his system of living. And he could eat things

offered to idols. And there was nothing wrong in this.

The doctrine here referred too says — it doesn't make any difference what
you W—M*W

There was problem in fixing the names of_the leaders in those who were

following heresay. Becaumse they followed them and become partakers of other

men's sins. Let us keep in mind that Balaam doctrine is that which is a stumbling
—— e

block and leads to unholy alliances and Numbers 25:1-9. And it is that of
e

greed. Let us also remember also the doctrine of Nicolas is that which would

have you conform to the community c S . Thereby compromise the doetrines

—

of the church. But God wants today is just such men of God, who for the truth

sakes, are willing to stand if need be all in this world. That's why I have
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said this is a shrewd scheme, That the Saviour speaks about in V. 14 and 15.

IV. A Solemn Season —
———— e

Here the spirit gives a signal that there will be a solemn season granted

to this church and to these Christians. For he says, repent or else T will

(g;gg unto you quicklz) And the word quickly here<§enote;>that there is going

to be allimit - a_season that is here SEE_EEQEEﬂigl_EEBEEEEE;f' And they had

better seriously seek these solutions that have been suggested - and this is

repentance. Because the time is going to be limited.

Now'Q:};hey_fail_tn,aesap;_this_ng%; - judgement is going to follow with

a sword. It is Ampossible) for a man to servé two masters. He can not hold fast
Pl

to the faith in Christ - he must let goof the world. He must let go of the

unclean things in his life. What fellowship has righteousness with unrighteousness.

Communion hath light with darkness, One thing or the other must Eo. Come out
& 7
from among them and be accepted - saith the Lord. Here is a call to repentance.

Our Lord will make war against them with the sword. Now just what action he will

take is not indicated but he leaves no doubt as to the fact that he will be able
to handle the situation that has developed. They are to practice self judgement
and if they do not, then he is going to immediately going to deal with this

assembly of people and wisit it with judgement. I will make war against them.

V. A Significgne Security - @
e

They are invited toiﬂggbwmat the spirit has to say to them and he proceeds

to tell them about a g;ggiggf And the securities that will be there and are

strong. The first is the hidden manna and the second is the white stome.
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Now he says those that are\ faithful) and the ones that will °VerC°?597

/ I will give to eat of the hidden mannal This is the thing that furnished
e

the need for Israel all during their wildering wanderings.

How the(ég;;zziﬁeeds a man's ear. And this, our Saviour, says there is
fasuby

going to be victory to those who overcomge and they will have a banquet, and
will eat of this hidden manna. Now this is in contrast to those who partake
of idol meats. And eat with the heathen in their temples. Christ will supply

a far more precious bread. If they will reject the world's supplies.
_————————

This is Q that sustained Israel for about 40 years in the barren wilderness

and people called it manna. What is it. It was heavenly bread - especially

provided of God. It fell in little white £ every morning - for the day's
supply. pt on the Sabbath - a double portion fell on the morning preceeding.

And the people fed upon this during the long pilgrimage until they reached the

land of Canaan where they had fruits and vegetables to eat. John 6 - our Saviour
speaks of himself as the true manng - the bread of God is he which came down from
Heaven and gave light to the world. I am the living bread which came down from
Heaven. Eat of this bread - and you shall live forever. And the bread that I shall
give is my bread which I will give for the life of the world. IHe that eateth of

this bread shall live forever.

When the( tabernac:l;) was bullt - the command was given to take of the daily
manna and put some of it in a(Ebldeh png and lay it up before the Lord in the
e ———— ___——_—__:_
ark of the covenant in the holy of holies. A veil hung between this and the
T
outer part of the sanctuary and it was a hidden chamber - concealed. And a sample
B e —

of the manna was there hidden in the golden pot. And in the and
p o

in the enclosed ho}y of holies. It was the hidden manna.
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This helps us to see that here is the type of Christ - those who ate

the manna in the wilderness did not escape death. But the believer in Jesus
e

Christ who eats the hidden manna shall never die.

—
—_—

N

Another thing about this significant security is the(‘e - e Jmentioned

——

here. No one knows but he that receives it. Therson is given both

- the hidden manna and the stone. Whose inscription is hidden to all but the
A

rgg}giggt;7,These two promises. Now Satan's throne was there and dominated

the city government, in that city, and it was a test of loyalty to the government.

The same thing was true when(§;;£>wro§g/his letter to the Greek city of

Corinth. That a Christian m;ght,ﬁszj;at at both the Lordla_:fg;e and_the .
Diziilg_gghlg. Nor drink of both the Lord's cup and the cup of the Devil. Here
is the demand that there be no compromise and the word here is going to give a
new meaning. This seems to say that there is going to be a héggx_glgctinn,

To the society in Heaven, and you at last will have won the conflict. You will

@. black-balled But you are going to receive the mark of honorable_

destinction. The white stone here was a precious sign and gsignificant factor
because it had a great meaning to these people. It was used for three or four

purposes in that day and time.

/(irst, to Zpronounce acquittecg- one accused and tried. That is a man tho
"/

had been accused was now set free and the thing that had been placed against him

had now been removed. And he was given a white stone - and this would show as

evidence.

(//f' Second, the{evidence of the holder was made a free man in a free city ;;;;;:}

The white stone would indicate that this man had been freed from‘slavery. And

he carried this as a2 mark and indication of his citizenship.



