S eN, gl 207, 7 F1im—

THE CRUCIFIED LIFE

Matt, 16:21-26

INTRODUCTION:

The mq;al,and.spixitu%%(ﬁgturity)is one of the biEEest problems in our church.

Many church members have never been bg;g_gg;in. Or have gfgﬁﬁ\ve;xﬁligg}e since they

have united with the church.

Now we should take advantage of every opportunity that we have for Bible Study.
7

Now we would like to remember that the cross is the life of Christ.
You have putéégéggpat the top of a sheet of

Perhaps you have p];al@)a
- —

paper and you write down all the words or things, or thoughts, in relation to the top

word. If today, we used the word cro;s - what do you think of. The cross on which

Christ died. You cannot belittle - Christ lived a cross-bearing life.
The cross was the fulfillment of his life.
The cross was the cQEEiEEEEEEEfE;fience in the life of Christ,
We think of the cross in past tense - something happened to Jesus.

1/

We want no part of it. But there is the(question|- must Jesus bear the cross
7 7

alone. MNo, there 1s a cross for me.

=
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The old rugged cross, on a hill far away. And that is where we want it to be.

But we see in Matt. 16:24 a little different.
e

To some people,(being;a Christi%; is a matter of!kirth. They feel if they are
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born in a Christian home or if they are brought up in a Christian family - that makes

them Christians.

Dr. Orr was riding in a/t‘azi in the @hilipgine_s) And he had a cheerful driver
- and he asked if he WegM@g_ist;an. The man said, sure. My name is(}fedrob Fe had
been given the x-iame of a saint. And everything was in order. Others think being a
mane)of a_sain ryching

Christian is giving their consent to a proper doctrine.

There was flz:}_n’g_from Chicago to Los Angeles. And he stopped by a friend's

house. And his friend ask him his mode of travel. And then his friend said, I still go

the old fashioned way, I go Don't you believe that planes are safe - but I
ld Tashioned way. 1€ you belies

know that air insurance isn't much more expensive than rail. Are you afraid the pilot
>4

will not take you to where you want to go. No. And then he says, it takes mg_Ll,[Q/days

to travel from Chicago to Los Angeles by train. But he says I can go a half a day by

plane. So in the round trip I sawtwo days going and two coming. And then he said I

bglieve in aviation - bug not enough to want to fly, I think T will continue to travel
A5 i der 10206 __snsgmm7,
by train as n:'ftt/ute intended. Now the thing of it was — the man was giving hig mentalf

aswt to it. There are people who have a Christian idea in the same way.

ccepted the Tep, Commandments, practiced the Sermon. on the Mount, but the

i
very vear he was assinated he wrote Dr. Stanley Jones and said h\gﬁcould not become a

—— = and o

Christianfr Now @Ch—ristians think it is a matter of making a profession. Other
el bl o

people think it is finally Ijoining the church.

-

Now@gjd it is mryt:}e that says to me Lord, Lord - who will enter

(.48
/th/e kingdom of Heaven. But the man who actually does my Heave‘r'{-Father's will.

L@ is a truly Christian - (Paul' says if any man be in Christ, he becomes a new

creature altogether., The past is finished and gone, everything becomes fresh and new.
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2 Cor. 5:17. The ﬁi;gﬁ;ﬁﬂ:éngJEPd' ood is fgﬂ.ﬁA. John the Baptist used this.
Sk, _%_393; A.L.E&,ﬁ\ onn _the Saptist usec &

And the Greek word is stronger than our Englisrl},-‘ﬁbrd which has a meaning of the feeling
s

K

to be sorry. Rather it means @ones thinking, change ones ways, change ones feelings.
= T

There was awho made a practice of snatching women's handbags. He would
] = —
look out for a lady window shopping along the street, he would start running, and give
the pre-occupied woman a hard push. Not enough to lose her balance but enough that

would sorta make her wobble and as she slackened her grasp on the handbag, the thief

——
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would take it. And he had been practicing this and he would éﬂ ”sora".) Now he did

not feel sorry that he had bumped into the woman. And W.

@ Pentecost began preaching repentance, that your sins may be blotted out

——te

and a refreshing may come from the Lord. They were to change their thinking and change

their ways. Now the dietionary gives some words a belief, to have faith, to give mental
assent, to judge, to hold as true, to suppose, to hold as one's opinion. Now in the

Scrigture when it

Christ. A Christian is one who belongs7to Christ. And this is the real evidence that

ed

life, it means exclusive dependance upon Jesus
T n—— R ———— — —

we have.

I. IT'S MEANING
There are mistaken ideas - as I have just stated about the crucified 1life.
You take @'— sometimes you look at it and you may be mistaken about its real

value,

(E[.dentify the crgs)as some suffering or burden comes through natural laws.
M/s o s——F w7 el e
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Or through illness. Or through death. Now really g:;g ;s not ;he cross.

Christ's cross equals éomething q_gwhich)o_tlg__i_s___cruci—fied. @al. 5:24.) Crucify

M o L
the flesh.
& Gal. 6:14 - By which the world is crucified.
e T
e Rom. 6:6 — The old self is crucified.

I

O Gal. 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ. No longer I but Christ who lives
IR g

14 )
in me. Phil, 1:21., For me to live is Christ.
\n';‘ rucify. T fy self ambiti 1f f motives.
‘EEP oes it mean to crucify o crucify seLﬁ_amlf ons, se__,yggl, sel qu%;ps
And rather than make them supreme.

It means to take up the cross. And to deny self.

~ ; 4
The cost of discipleshipteonhoffez wrote a paper once in which he said,é;when

Christ calls a man, he bids him come and dig.t’)
e e, e £ B

Christ is the answer. And Christ is our death - and of course, Christ is our

life.




e Second, it is ﬂecessa If any man will come with me. If we are going to
g;,_.u__zil L —

follow Jesus - we must deny ourselves to go with Jesus.

Thenthe degree that we deny self and take up the cross - to that degree do

we follow him.

- Third it is !personall If any man - if any man. That makes it real personal.

== Fourth, it is(universal.! It is for the multitude - Mark 8:34, Luke 9:23,
b o S

ws Fifth, it has a(contingégg ﬁhallenﬁe. And an experience in which Williams
e e

1(. if
translates it - thgzgfggiiied_liﬁg_is one that you keep on following me. You take

up Christ's cross daily and follow me. It relates to the totality of life. So it

means you are going to crucify life - it's nature is that you have a very personal

ecision to make. ' A Wl *Lb e jnn447hﬁjp—-
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IIT. TIT'S RESULTS

s
Rebuke the Devil.\

l/ @ it will You remember the Scripture - a_gMat}er

sent me, even so, send I you. Here is a revelation of Cod to us and a revelation of

Jesus Christ.

\' a Note our text here - and we have a rebuke to the Devil. @ﬂgﬂ_ﬁ;}_ﬁg
}]‘;:usalem to. suffer at the hands of the elders, the chief priests, and the Scribes.

And in effect, Jesus was saying that he must be crucified. Now, whatever the meaning of



e

this, in V. 20, and 21, and 22 = this must not happen and cannot happen to you.

And then there came the rebuke that makes us catch our breath when we hear it.
- L

Now there are GEfEEIE_thingQ that we must understand, the tragic dramatic

scene.

Vl/gﬁ:},-«- @ the tome of Jgsus when he said #t - he certainly did not

say it in anger He said it (like)a the heaﬁt with grief. Why

should Jesus react like this.

1ike that because at that moment it came back to him the force
"-‘_-—

of the temptations that he had already faced in the wilde;gggs, at the beginning of

his ministry. Right at the beginning, he had been tempted to take away the power

- the way of power. Give them bread, give them material things, and they will follow

5

you.
. gaid the temptor. Give them wonders and they will follow
1 ‘ -.'. ol ‘-__7

you. Compromise with the world said the temptor, reduce J/;ndards - and meet

the world half way and they will follow you.

It was precisely the isa tations with which Peter was confronting Jesus
. e - - -—-————-7 Rl

with all over again. Nor were these temptations ever wholly absent from the mind of

Jesus.

And whsg)the Devil had egg§§ hinggggggsions, he depnged for a season - but

again and again he launched his attack.

-
S~ ‘i§; one wants a cross.g No one wants to die in agony. Even in the garden that
T S e S T i S —

game temptation eame to Jesus, to take another way.
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o him now. And the answer of Jesus is the

another way

W | @ .is offering

fact that Peter was urging upon him the very thing that the temptor had already

th@l' That very thing that (Jesus must have a way, to escape the cross.

at/ is why Peter, was Satan. @atan literally meansfadversary.] That is why
@h Q,_..‘__Lg_:?z,_/{ ( ig&_ : “ﬁgs
Petw\e) not Gog'ﬁ!,but mens. Satan is in a force that seeks to deflect

us from the way of God. (Satan is any in e which seeks to make us_turn back from

the hard way that God has set before us. er who seeks tagngaigﬁhuman

=

desires take the place of the divine.
E —_— ~—— =
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The ghiné Ethat made the temptation more a_lg%_ and severe - that it came from
one he loved. Peter spoke as he did only because he loved Jesus. But he could (ot
wa%trading this dreadful past - of dying an awful death. You know
that is a hard temptation that comes by protecting logg. There are times when our

love seeks to deflect us from the perils of the path of God.

And that which sends us out to obey the commands which are given us - they are
not easy. That which really wounded Jesus - that which made him speak as he did,

was that the temptor spoke to him that day through the fond but mistaken love of

Peter's heart. Therefore, the J_'Lfe?s, that you are going to

rebuke the Devil. You are going to rebuke the Devil.

) Get behind me Satan. When @gaid__t‘ni_s - he was saying to Peter @
(};our place is behind me)— ng%gf,}e. It is yg_g;_plan&to.iol?y me in the

y I choose. Notﬁ_twgg_d_n%e in a way in which you would like to go. If the

phrase can be interpretted that way, something at least of it - it's sting is removed.



=

For /it )does not banish Peter from Christ's presence. Rather it puts him in hig{g;gpg;

place to walk in the footsteps of Jesus.

Another way of interpreting it is that Jesus is saying to Satan at the end of
the temptations, that get thee hence Satan - or get thee behind me Satan - is a command
that Satan simply be gone. While his command to Peter is - be gone behind me. That
is to say, become my follower again. Now Satan is banished from the presence of Christ.

Peter is recalled to be Christ's follower. The one thing that Satan could never become

is a follower of Christ. Because of his pride - and that is why he is Satan.

Now that is whygl:zzggdggg’ggggg%;g tnggllggrghgist even though you have sipggd

- thgzgmflel)}gﬂhggf, in the here and also in the hereafter.

So the first result of the crucified life is to rebuke the Devil.

L///‘/‘ Second, it willjrecruit you for 11

. ; e o,
which you will find life, In V. He says whosoever shall save his life shall lose
. - e

The crucified life is something through

it. And whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall save it. It puts life on a

higher level - John 10:10.

There is . rear}_g_g_ijigigg without a resurrection. V. 21. And there is no

7
resurrection without a crucifixion.
T A @ié%ééiE}& told of/é;sg;zigg_and blessings. The Lord has so ordered things

that we cannot make a real sacrifice for him - he does so much more for us. And the

d{E;;;EEEE between losing and finding life - is between existing and living. To lexist



is simply to have the 1un&brgathing, the heart beating. is to live in a

world where everything is worthwhile - where there is peace in the soul, joy in the
heart, thrill in every moment. Jesus here gives us the_;gcige for life as destinct

from existence.

¥ <=  Note, the ‘_::1;;}19-es his life, WMatt. was writing, and he
said that some of the most bitter days of persecution - the time had well come, when
you can save your life by abandoning your faith. But if you do, so far from saving
life in the real sense of the term - you are losing life. The man who is faithful
may die but he dies in faith. The man who abandons Christ for safety may live - but

he lives to die.

In our day and generation - it is @g@iﬂm_gfmym - but it still

remains a fact that if we meet life with a constant search for safety, security, ease,
and comfort - if every decision is taken from worldly wise motives, we are losing all

that makes life worthwhile. Life becomes soft and flabby - when it might be an adventure.

Life becomes a selfish thing when it might become radiant service. Life becomes

earth bound when it should be reaching for the stars.

1 12
Someone once wrote the gpitaph) of a man. He was born a man - and died a grocer.
2 BoEl Bk Zs

Now aqfrade or profession might be substituted for the word grocer. A man who plays

it safe ceases to be a man. For man is in the image of God.

N — Second note, the gan who risks all } and maybe looks as though he has lost all
T —m—— --’.__, A g ae, s L———JM T T
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for Christ, finds life. It is a simple lesson in all history - that those who have
I
not sought safety but have sought to go forward and give their lives, have made

history. In the medical area, cures would not have existed. Those who have taken

e

risk have made it eaq}er for us in our nation. There have beg; 'who have been

declared to take risks. o child would ever be,born’ff-some mgiher was not prepared
= M RSB S 5 TR iy S 4 ;

to take the risk. It is the man who is prepared to put his life, that there is a God.

Who in the end, finds life.

afe, suppose you

;;speaks of a warning heig. Suppose a man plays it.

gain the ¢ggy-g28£1d, and suppose you find that life is not worth living. ‘ﬁ!:? can he

gigg‘pgﬁggngifg,bggk~g%?in;7 And the grim truth is that :§ﬁ5§2%%m4%:~rw;n=fbaCk.againfi
In every decision of life, we are doing something to ours;lves. We are making our
selves a certain kind of person. You are building up steadily and inevitably a certain
kind of character. Now we are making ourselves able to do certain things and quite
unable to do other things. It is perfectly possible for a man to gain all the things
that he has set his heart upon, and then to awaken one morning, to find that he has

missed the most important thing of all.

The ﬁé;;é\itands for material things as opposed to God. And all material things

— there are three things to be said. First,<éogggg‘5§gyggkgﬂgh%;,with him at the end.

He can only take himself. If he degraded himself in order to get them - then his regret

will be bitter. Second, tQEX‘EEEEQQ_hﬁlp_agmanﬁin‘the shggderigg_dayq_gﬁf%;fe. Material

things will never mend a broken heart. They will never cheer a lonely soul. If by any
chance a man gain his material possessions in a dishonorable way, there will come a day

when conscience will speak and man will know his Hell, beginning on this side of the grave.

Mo wvarld 4e Ful1 Af vaderee arvine ant — +hat man ie a fool who sells himself and
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loses his soul.

k__ﬁégg_ggul. This is
an interesting word and we read about it in Ecc. What are you going to give in

exchange a disciplined soul. Ecc. 6:15. 26:14. It means that there is no price

which will buy a EEEEE£31J££EEEd or a disciplined soul. So then, this final saying

of Jesus, about the crucified life.

fe, in his desire for security, there

Second, it can mean a man owes himself and everything else to Jesus Christ.

And there is nothing that a man can give to Christ in place of his life.

It is for a maj_ig_t:i'_y_ggfg;lye_hihsitgmey to Christ,(vet withhold his

life. It is possible for a man to give lip service and withhold his life.

o —

A man may give some<;££é;;;;ltg_;he cbu%&h, but does not go to church. Obviously,

he does not satisfy the demands of church membership.

possible giftjfto the church is ourselves. The only possible gift to

Christ - there is no substitute for it. And nothing else will do.

So, the result of the crucified life is a rebuke to the Devil, recruitment for

Third, it will allenge] Yes, the crucified life - as

N

John 12:24 talks about - unless a grain of wheat fall into the ground and die, that
_,._.———-\_ /’

is the first law of life. It is self-sacrifice. Not self preservation. And it goes
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on to V. 32.

Now the 6ros§ is central in God's universe if we are spiritual. It is central
— —
in all relationships of life. In our home, our church, our job.

What of this challenge.

The égg:;;;ed i‘;é is an ever re- occurr{7g challenge, in the theme of Jesus.

Check back thz_gégj} And notice the(?ﬂééé‘zi_‘éé wh1ch(§:§>must be prepareq,;g_ggﬂ

if you are going to live this kind of life.

deny yoursg;f,_;Qrdinarily we use the word self-denial as a

Firsg, you must ?
restricted sense. GE%:EELE£;£9_25§E~§9%§£ without something. For instance, here is

a week of self-denial. Here is a pleasure of luxury. Now in order to contribute to

some good cause, I am going to practice self-denial.

To deny ones selﬁi%ééié} in every

“”EEEE_EEjfﬂgégilflﬁelf - and Yes to God..

To deny ones self means finally and for all(EE)dethzggg_hims%%j and enthrone

Cod. So God's ruling principle is present in your life.

: ."2his is to say, take up the burden of sacrifice.
= apoen. o Sacsat

The Christian life is a 1ife of service. The Christian may have to abandon his personal

ambitions to serve Christ. It may be that he will discover that his place to render his
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service to Jesus Christ may be a small thing, or it may be a place of prestige. He
will certainly have to sacrifice time, leisure, pleasure - in order to serve God and

serve his fellowmen.

To put it 'simply Qéé;hight st2g:E9minrtahlx_hx‘ghgwfigg%%ge —(égzg\place of

entertainment. But on the other hand, you may have to<§hc;ifiCE;your duties at a

>
club to go and yisit'in the home of some sad and lonely soul.

You may well have to sacrifice certain things, that you could well afford to

possess in order to give more away. The Christian life is a life that is crucified.

So, you m_wgs daily. This is really important to do this.

EEEEEF yoﬁ » t_foll : t That is to say, you must follow Christ in perfect
ogséigggg. Now théﬁ ﬁsed to haveraﬂgame, follow the leader. Everything the leader did,
hoéever difficult or in the case of the game, however ridiculous, you had to copy it.
Now the Christian life is a constant following of our leader. In constant obedience

in thought, in action, we are to try to walk in the footsteps of Christ. Wherever

Christ may lead.

In conclusion, I illustrate this with an experience that T had this week. Mrs.
Ve '!_\r_\
(Eloise Carter)passed away and on Monday I assisted with herlggggral. This was the
B e ] = —_—
thing that set me off thinking about this sermon. And then I thought of how important
Qe g === oul se.

it is for everyone to live the crucified life. Now I knew this lady several years

back - she was a school teacher. She taught school. She was married and she had two
7
children - a boy and ?(Eiﬁl' Now her husband dropped dead during the second World
e E—

War. He was on his way home from work., In his car, and he had a heart attack and died
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very suddenly. Now this woman taught school. She had these two children in her home.

A little girl was still going to school and the boy was about to begin college. Tlus

she had her invalid mother staying with her. (I)thought so many times about excuses _
— i i L

peopl ve me-for not serving the Lord. And I remember her life. It flashed back

before me during that funeral service. Every person would say, the average person,

now this lady can be a Christian and devoted to Christ without giving a whole lot of
i

time to the Lord. WNow at that time, she was ﬁeachiné a Sunday School Class. She took

time for her class meetings. She was a member ong._é::ﬁb - she took time for those

meetings. She was a member of the 'fainiEEAE;IEQ - she took time for those meetings.
S

Now we have Sunday School Teachers and Officers meeting - and she took time for that

—_—

o D™
meeting. Sunday morning she was there for Stnday School. At eleven o'elock, we had

worship, and she was there for(f§E§E;B} Sunday evening we had traiﬁzﬁgﬁhnion, and
— \___——-‘ - -

evening preachlgg&zg;y}gg,) Well, anybody as busy as she was wouldn't have time for
anything else to be sure. QEE%EEEE%;EEEEEE%yWE had a teacher's and officer's meeting

- she was there for that meeting. Wednesday evening we had the prayer meeting - the
hour of power. And she was there for that meeting. And in between times, she was
ministering to anyone who had a need. Taking care of her mother, seeing to her daughter
in school, keeping up with her boy in college. Now I thought about that. That is
something like the crucified life. Jesus said, if you will deny me - if any man is

going to come after me, you are going to deny yourself. What do you deny yourself of

-7

T /’
for Jesus sake. (How/ much reallz_clg_z@—giﬁ/_gp.,

Some of you can't give up your sleep

to come to the worship service. Some of you can't give up this or that to come and

attend church. If any man will deny himself and take up the cross, she took up the

cross. Have you taken up the cross. And follow me. She followed Christ.
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