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Psalm 23

Wa preat preacher and writer, told a most interesting
incident. He was travelinﬁ. in Scotlgﬂd and sometimes, traveled oq/b:;cycles ’

- sometimes on ho:;seback, but most of the time they wa/]ked.

Tugude 00 5 W*«.ad_q,—
an'wered there is another way - but QuilE. Loes that way

Tt runs through t - which is a deep go . T inquired
7 P BoRE®
@—;’ they called it the "darlr mile - well, it is w: the nm _implies.

It is gloomy, d};k, frigh;gnin;’., big nvc;)\nny,ing ledpes of rock, dripp,rlg water
all the time. There is just a tw_oﬁ_g._p%eh through it. And the wetation
is pale and dwarfed. The whole thing is forhidden - stay out of the dark mile.

/ ’; gt A i \M‘\ !*!_{"“"
For 1 repeat,‘ol»ody travels it by chpj;ce/ i ﬁ' sl ,_/,,‘,a—iw:,;\ !

Dr. Hutton continued, I guess that there is some of t_:l_\g__h)g_v in us after we

: 7

are grown. For my comgagigm nudged me, and then asked“the innm to m
the path to the dark mile. Ve foung it about as he described it. Tn the very

ﬁwottgﬂ %F}' my companion grabbed me by the arm, pointed straight up, and said
- look ug; you can see MM’“ broad. dayligli Then he said, I remembered

\ ‘ |
the W; when it is dark enough - you can see the stars. We picked our

way along through the p_lggyﬂand sw_we came out of the gorge and there spread

out before us and su ded with mountains was beautiful Lake Logchig. Doth of
rzoun aut

us gasp at the never to be forno;gg_n_ sight. Then my companion spoke in subdued
\
tones. I( on r. ‘believe tha_t_ we would ever Wave a_ppreciated/che beauty of Lake
l’

Lotchie if we/xadn't have traveled the dark milef

e

Vhen 1§ that story, 1 thought about the important points in that storv.

And then my mind traveled to the&c_l. ,P_salg), Tf;qu ememb 3 he said, no bodv
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travels the dark mile hy__choiyce. And then he said, when W’ you

-
can see the stars. And the third thing he said, we never would have agpggggateg
Tow B e 4o Y P IR

the bgéggy of the lake had we not traveled the dark mile.

Now as 1 think about that iq&&déq} and think about the 23rd Psalm, T think we
can use thgggﬂsggﬁg;qencggcﬁgpand put them together and find some great truth
for us this morning. DNecause every man has to walk the dark mile and the dark
day. TIn the ZWW- that it is that he leads
him everyday in the hard grind. And this is a part of the Christian life. The
duties that we have, the hprdenF that we have, the bgs‘lﬁ;ywe must stand up to the

strugples along the road.

Just as the @w, nWJ by the q“agt waters - but he

guided them actually through the dqnas&gyp,mngp;ain porges and he never hesitated
Y Tt !

to be looking for enemies that might be hidden in the dark.

Knowing this, we co : eciate that God' ‘during the faith-

fulness that he has toward us. Yea, iyough E walk through the vallez of the shadow
-

of death. A deep shadow. Here is the picture of experiencing sorrowsy d1Qtress,
TG aw reane e g Ty

pw_" aw,'hewgrhe_awg. The good shepherd knows and understands

as a faithful shepherd he must lead his sheep, through these experiences. And(ES;;OWS|

will have their place in all of our lives. There are those moments - those hours of
“a— T s een

gragg that will come -- disease, disappointm%;;, active opposition of Satan, and these
ST .
dark valleys when we travel throupgh life.
Do ffb"l:.j, “r DZDQ(K?Q) C/'y:}sm b, ’&:SJW;
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I. NO_BODY TRAVELS IT BY CHOICE

DPr. Hutton said, the innkeeper told them that this was not the easiest way.
o - ) i a0 = e
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1 ey ey L e o e RIS RA . At rssen AL "‘HW wihieen the Taraslilites Ccames To
Chies mbiavey oF el el Do At hvenas fia maw e ego alowde cdelfeam S e soar o
Pharoah's charfoes and horsen, and neldiers bora down upon them.

T once heard aWof this - perhaps you have heard it. About the
- A

Ped Sea. ( i—}:—t‘lve b came home from Sundav School and his father ﬂed him. about
1!2 a A3 EEAS L

the lesson that day. The bov told him that the children of Israel crossed the

Red Sea. Wis father said, tell me how it happened. The boy's eyes g&med- Well,
he said, the teacher said Moses and the children of Israel got into a trao. They
came up to the Red Sea and there wasn't any__b;ulge and the Army was chasing them -

\

so Moses took hi{w)nnd called the engineers and told them to come quick
and put out 8ome@ntoon!_bridgga across the Red Sea. When they had the bridges in

place, then the children of Israel marghed-across without getting w
Vhen they got on the other side, they hew, shout, and cew. One of

the Israelites tg&}xg&ﬁg_ps on tbwd pointed back to the bridge, Phayah's
army was marching across it. But Moses grabbed his walkie-talkie and called for

Q They came on the double, blew the hridpge up, and Pharoah's
ALAC e

-

army got drown. The father tried to keep a straight face. MNe said, son, are you

sure that's the way the teacher told that story.
Ngr—

The boy lgoked down at his shoes and he mumbled, well, not exactly. But Daddy,

/ f
‘'you never would belieye it the wav she told it. ;"

w




-

And through life, many times we go down into these dark valleys - not of our own

choice or our own choosing.

@gagaysas pushed into his dark day and mile when he killed the Lgyptign and
had to f“ﬂ‘h" court of Pharoah. His second dark day came@_{‘md__mld_him Lo
. ‘ =

go_back to Egypt, face Pharoah and lead the children of Israel out of Egypt. I
- 74

am sure the col___p__ganirati}n stood out all over him when he stuttered and said

T cannot do it. He fog_r;_d,himsel.i then the Tqraelites came to

the shore of % ‘/’Kﬁd then he saw the dust clouds rising in the rear as

Pharoah's chariots and horses, and soldiers bore down upon them.

I once heard a of this - perhaps you have heard it. About the

Ped Sea. fc;mé home from Sunﬁav School and his father ggkgd him about
the lesson that day.' The boy told him that the children of Israel crossed the

Red Sea. His father said, tell me how it happened. The boy's eyes ﬁg&f&led. Well,
he said, the teacher said Moses and the children of Isgge} pot into a trap. They
came up to the Red Sea and there wasn't any‘_;igge and the Army was chasing them -
|0 Hoses took hi{?ﬁﬂl&‘g_&ﬁlh‘g)ﬂﬂd called the engineers and told them to come quick
and put out somqiiontoonlhgigggg across the Red Sea. When they had the bridges in
place, then the childrén of Israel marghed-across without getting their feet wet.
When they got on the other side, they began to g%gg, shout, and cg&sksg;e. One of
the Iszfglites tqgghgg_ngacs on the g;g.and pointed back to the bridge, Phuggah's
army was marching across it. But Moses grabbed his walkie-talkie and called for

the eéﬂgiigégg.anngd;) They came on the double, hlgz_ghe hridge up, and Pharoah's

army got drowvn. The father tried to keep a straight face. He said, son, are you

sure that's the way the teacher told that story.
o

The boy lgoked down at his shoes and he muybled. well, not exactly. But Daddy,

/ !
‘you never would belieye it the wav she told it. 4
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!’But suddenly, in skies so clear and full of light,

The clouds fell thick and fast, the days seemed changed to night;

|

Instead of paths so clear and full of thinps so sweet,
{ Rough_things and thorns and stones seemed all about my feet;
;L_scgzge could travel on.

y—

T bowed my head and wondered why this change should come,

I And murmured -- "Lord, is this because of aught T've done?
|
! Has not the path been full enough of pain and care?

Why should not my path again be changed from dark to fair?"

QHE thtill traveled on.

0_1 listened -- quiet and still, there came a voice ==

| "This path is mine, not thine, I made the choice;
Dear child, this service will be best for thee and me,
If thou wilt simply trust, and leave the end to me."

And so we traveled on.
- g, -

/

llow many of us need to be encouraﬁed in these heart hreaking dark shadows
&E;;l;hc_aun—{gggaeaﬁgg e and the tears flow, that thou art with me. UWhy
s ety sars flov, -

should T fear when he is near and he walks before me. He knows the way. He knows
R ——— s 0 eeSse.

the pitfalls - the darkness that is there.

ooy Do T Dok il bychoet

II. WHEN IT IS DARK ENOUGH ~.YOU CAN_SEE.THE. STARS

Now this is what the old D‘. Huttoe;discovered down in that gorge, that day
gt -~ ———

in the darkness. And this is something that the Psalmissifpresents to us. You
-l "
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will also find this in <first verse \Ehapter 6)of the bock o "/ In the year

‘\“-‘——-

t ES I%éE : .ord he tl high and lifted
that king\l died T saw the Lor s“;&ng upon the t\yne, /g an ted up,
and his wd the temple. Apparently Uzziah was Tsaiah's idol. (“&9
spoi&ggl Iggiah s plans for“gg Tt was a dirk day for Isaiah. Then in some way

.m himself. How we wish the great old prophet had gone into more detail.

He did however give us one picture - that this world needs. The @he saw was

a picture of God on a throne. Mé—l}’r and liwg“‘\xp. He saw all of the ileavenly hosts.
"N s e TITEGE ;

Bowing before God. And offering w.o}:_s_:bip. It was a picture of God in his authority.

Ts it possible that sometimes preachers over emphasize the love as the greatest

attribute of Cod and minimize so much his gr_e_a;_auﬂ\qrj,;’v. Vhen it was darl enough,

h’,aﬂiA‘Waue really was, A God to be worshi&ped, obeyed and loved. And a

few sentences later in that chapter, God asks whom shall T send and whom will go for

us. Then Isaiah said, here am I, send me.

\Iesus!said to his disciples if you love me, you will keep myAc,ommandmen/ts. No

vou think of God in terms of love and authority. IHave the words of Jesus, 'he that
loves me, will keep my commandments' sunk into your soul. Do you accept his authority

without unquestioned obedience.

.f'v o _/.5/'
T J e see the most daring bit of fa*t:h on the part of Jeremiah as
he iliustrates for us what needs to be done in them And 1f you are
able to look and see - you'll see the stars. For truly, '0d_wa

$SaRMIRAIARED Tmblic SAdONS o dlSCRANSARED-OYEL s O ., JeTemiah was @

prophet of hope when {2§§thing else wauwyand evwwnlfﬂ
down - was coming Joose. This was the Q mon.t:l.: of the kingdom of Judah. In

the final seige of Jerusalem. There was unspeakable sufferigg’the wall had been

4

broken. Men were dying in on.  And a large group of the pomtakeu

4 e Dby

captive{ But Jeremiah stayed in touch with God in that dark hour and he set an

example of hopefulness and he even received visitors in priﬁn} and transacted some
e E— S wu
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businegs. He bought a piece 2& property and paid 17 shekelg fg;lz A small price

to pay for a home place. The real estate values were at rock bottom. And there
were few men, 1f any, who heeded the word of the Lord. But with the deed signed and

sealed, a!x one copy put in_a jar and preserved, and one copy given to the buyer -

Je remiah‘f

and faigh in Cod in E at dar E EEB/ 4 Aofsrtans WY Mdrfaxﬂ
b wreq - )LtL‘L‘L/) \.‘lw Up.(\ a— -/»1'[“"1{ (,\ ’&’);rwgﬂj— W L\s.. |*~ l/ttl‘,-&

that everybody in Jerusglep would know that | ad confidence

LS DR V)

When it is dark enough, and men have faith enough, they ®an Mg,s_;axg

[

ITI. TO APPRECIATE THE BFAUTY, YOU HAVE TO TRAVEL THE DARK DAY OR THE DARK MILE

[ SESRRUSY
The old Breaghcr said, that he never would really have a ke\_,,

had he not traveled that dark gile

Schood Bachers RS Dok Thae el ~-M&Mﬁﬁuﬂ%

@wﬂm oo sufone gy hite
he was here on ‘.{ \ D\ JO({ l\ ‘Nca’ Mn When

b
he appeared to @I @ ‘J By James Dillet Freeman 1e appeared to the
e
disciples when 1 they told Thomas, they
would believe Ifyou have eyes to see hands, the prints of
And you have ears to hear, >
the ' nalls aid You can catch a vision of beauty st we bandidntie
When all the world looks drear. ¥
side = T wil You can be full of music e adabiin. honus
Although you can't even sing, HEES, NI
with them, Je And you can fly as high as the sky addst and said, "peace
Without any need of a wing. e
be with you." Itisn’t signs and miracles ta &Queh my.hand - your
That tell you God is near; ”
hand and pret You only have to look in your heart feving. Thomas answered

To know God holds you dear.
and said, my

A —
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I think Q ~1s/smr Clu:gij in all of his glary for the first time.

(disci lesJ had just walked ch;oqgh the dam%']f and the darkest day of their

lives.

Saviour of the world.

gy
All of the

Apparently, for the first time, they saw Jesus as the son of God and the

all the world and tell this story of God and his love
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Carl Bates, pastor of First Church,
Charlotte, N.C., invited Ben Fisher to
speak to those attending a deacons and
wives' banquet. Fisher, formerly execu-
tive secretary of the Southern Baptist

Convention's Education Commission, had

retired from that position when he discov-

" ered that he_had cancer of the prostate.
He wanted (Fished) to share some of his

famous_mounfain humor and then close
with a serious thought.
Ben kept the audience in

i in stitches for
25 or 30 minutes. Then he ::E.-“Dm
a untain_man, and when this thing
happem to me, 1 said to Sally, ‘I want
to go back to the mounfains where 1

grewe up. I want to go to the old country
church.

“So we made our plans to do so. It is

- behind or across from a power impound-

ment for the water for one of the r_ivcm

" in our state. We drove in our

u we eould.gp and then walked across

tbrld . They came with :
4] er side so we could M

down there.

mg church
“Then I wanted to go to the Imle
c%l_rsgiy_u_rg‘j;mm nearby. I sli

y myself. I went out there and’
to read the names and dates and mscnp-
tions on the t . I remembered

and 1 lived all over again some of the -

God had let me have.
"l than !im for thls one whose

— -

B *

Ay L —
for this [dark day) in life

name was on a tombstone. He was my
Sunday schgol teacher, He led me to
Jesus. 1 bowed my head and thanked
God.

“I was ready to go and my attention
was attracted to g r. It must
have been a _child, and I stooped down,

s and read the
words, ‘The he Shepherd will return_for his

\‘lnmbs some day and the valley will bloom

s timing is unpredictable. But lt
is absolutely dependable. Hg,_mll.xgmm

for his Jambs and the vmc.n_l_;_g_
to_bloom ggain. That is a part of G

prescription for your predncament "
As 1 read this story in the Biblical
Recorder, 1 thanked God for his prom-
ises—and for Ben Fisher's faith in his
time of physical crises. The fact is that
whether we are physically well or incur-
ably sick, we all live in the shadow of
‘impending death. How forting lt ia
tbe words Qﬁ”’r
he tba(
lieveth ln me, though he werc dead, yet
shall he live: And whosoe\ter liveth cnd
believeth in me shall never die" (ohn
11:25-26).

Yes, “The Sh ill_retu
his lambs. . . ." Thank God.

Sept. 4.5
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It was after this that the master said to them - go into

d “‘\I }\I
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‘
\t//of us - no way around
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We must:remember to place
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work.?4/Less than 3 ye 5 later, wiﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂlﬂx was ca{égggkgfk to the lighthouse

to help supm Vhile he and his party were in the lighthouse

a terrific ‘Eé;ﬁ{flew up in the North Atlantic. We was certain that his workman-

g LV :

ship would stand the battering forces of the sea, and he refused to leave - chosing
gy e oS e 15

to ridewomt . the storm. In the dead of the first nipght, the fo ation of the ljght-

houiz‘hggan umble. In minutes the entire structure waejﬁﬁguiinto the sea.

/

It carried the proud architect and 9 other menf/to their death.

Ycar new Eddy Stone Lipghthouse was eregv"elc'! hdJshn Smeaigs) A leader

in civil engineering. Ve found a new sight for the lighthouse, dug deep to build

a foundation on‘gga‘gsisﬁﬁ, a sincere Christian - he chistled this inscription on
- R e b

the co:n*?:“s‘;pne. @cgpt the ,Y_.ga_x_{d~b,gxil_gu_bp/gse. they labor in vain that build ;LQ

And so for nearly!ZOO xears' the Fddx Stone !{ghshggis, the second one to be built

has Sﬁﬂﬂﬂ every tsgs. No storm has been able to shake it. It is founded upon a rock.

In preparation for the dark day, we need to make the preparation in our lives as

o

th who chal],enge;l us_ to know thar. suw_gpq and nerce ; shall follow

°“F.11fﬁ5 and thou wilt dwell in the house of the Lord foreyer.

Qe

us

But here we have a gracioué guide.

who is the ht of the world.

-

It is the way to meet the dark days and the dark miles that we have to walk. You

remember that when nt back to his home in Nazareth, he stood up and read from
the Scripture, from the book of Isaiah. I'e opened the book and he read the \spirit

of the Lord is upon me. Because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor,

he hath sent me to heal the broken—hgggggﬁ, to preach deliverance to the captives,

and to recover the sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, and

when he finished reading he said - this day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.
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Luke 4:17-21.

It is jus that Jesus stated that a part of his great mission was

to walk through the dark miles with people who would follow him. He did not say

it is here only. But apgain he confirmed the same promise to his disciples as
they were carrying out the great commission. To, T am with you always. The dark
days will not be nearly so dark and gloomy with the sweet assurance that Jesus is

with you. B ,(,\d,q/f, 1\) o \"‘00 ‘Tﬁ«, L‘ M’Z\.&_/Aum_ '/
TR )l.aryki’{. 132( ;&4
Croab;\

Tragedy struck when she was just a few weeks old. Her sight was

I ERSS--——. Qg Ui 80 ey

aqciggn;].vdestroxed“&gulﬁznl She might have grown up bitter and complaining,

and cried about the empty hla;y v21g7in a sightless world. Where everything was
e 4

o
-

%/zﬁ

rote from the heart tbe.songg he Tor she

dark.

But in this child's ﬁéart)was the siund agg the melodx_that was going to increase.
{ N
She received her ggucat;ga-in'ﬂew Ygi§, in the institution for the blind. YNow(what'

CQ“li_é-blégg girl do - what use would she bhe. Why was she born. It seems that God

had a mighty work for her. She had inside her heart and beyond the reach of any

-

eye, rest the great love of Cod and she was going to express it in song.

¥
And so to those qiyhtless eyes and the unseen world about her, she wrote, I am
" —

thine, Oh Lord. And thcn will J tchinr. She also penned that
' " "

@

W " Y.

favoriti‘- Jesus Is Calling Pass Me Not and Near The Cross. Plus;'ﬁggsggughe
V

Perishing and thousands more as she bubbled forth.

—

"

N " , ; 310 ms N
fiss &qg\b&%w and produced ey _hymns a wee Three new
hyms each week, mind you, and kept up this fantastic pace of’lSO new songs!each

year for many years.
e
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Now countless thousands of folks have been drawn closer to God because of the

beauty of the songs composed by Fanny Crosby. For music is often the bridge which

unitgg man with his creator. Uhen she W at thew she left

behind this great, quggsgal'&eggggh— Through the eves of faith and the words of

love . Because she saw God and his purpose for her life. T wonder if you can do

>
: m\ says, vea thouﬁh 1 wa}h throuﬁll_the
va*iixnof the ghgsgg_ggﬂggath' I will for thou art with me. Thy rod

and thy staff thou comfort me.

as well, Yes, she knew how, as the

C I
I close with this story of (Dr. John McNeal, who tells of his boyhood days in

Glasglow, Scotland. He says that he used to leave the store late at night and make
i —— .

his way across a rough section and Qfdeep ré;EKEy Pobbers and dangerous men hide
themselves in this spot to seize defenseless people, and take their money. He said
one particular evening he was scared almost out of his wits. He made his long

journey alone. Suddenly he became conscious of someone walking along the narrow

path, FHe backed up against the over-hanging rock and flattened himself out as

thin as possible, hoEigg_g&ggﬁ;hg_man_might”pass without recognizing his presence.

His little heart was pounding, and suddenly he heard the voice shout - John, Joh

- without a moment's hesitation he threw himself forward and wrapped his arms around
the man who had called. It was his fatggr. John filled his heart with joy as fear
fled. Mo _one could harm him now. The Eﬁp walked cggg;h%; along the narrow path
= toward the humble home. Tnstead of/ear and trembling and panic, there was joy

and confidence.

Surely he understood what meant - when he said, yea though T walk through
the valley of the shadow of death. How can these things be., BRecause of the love
of Cod for us and the sacrifice of Jesus. The real ground of our redemption is that
he died for us and rose again. He 1is our shepherd. MHe will guide us and lead us

in our needs.
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Can)you say the To . TIn_all of the ty and the darkness
' ¥y Crane; R Lt g

of this hour. Do Jou dare to.go out into the unknown withgut, the.eternal shepherd

TN i o T e

Have you ever met him. Did you meet him in your youth. What a pity. The father 8
presence awaits you and he will walk with you on your way home. Why blunder along

when he wants to guide you and help you.

dqf NNV{“~M‘QM D OIS Tt farf Wi
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P’I 'd rather walk with him by faith

L,, Than to walk alone by sight.
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eptember 23
hursday

WVE ARE
NOT ALONE

READ:
2 Kings 6:8-23

Do not fear, for those
who are with us are
more than those who
are with them,

—2 Kings 6:16

THE BIBLe 1N ONE YEAR:
O Ezekiel 4042

In the New York City subway, two
youths robbed a well-dressed man
who appeared to be asleep in his seat,
Suddenly the whole car came alive!
The victim turned out to be a decoy,
and the passengers who jumped up
from their seats were police officers.
With lightning speed they converged
on the young pair and made the arrest.
These officers were “unseen” at first,
but they provided ample security for
riders on that subway car,

We get a similar picture of protec-
tion in 2 Kings 6. In a manner more
dramatic than what happened on that
subway, Elisha's servant saw why his
master could be so confident in the
face of what seemed to be impending
disaster. We read that when “the Lord

opened the eyes of the young man,” he saw an amazing
aght (v.17). God had arrayed an invisible army “of horses
nd chariots of fire™ all around Elisha, ready to protect the
sraelites from the Syrian army.

As God’s children, we can trust Him to defend us as we
do His will. Even when the battle seems too great and it
appears that we face defeat, we must still trust the Lord, We
can be encouraged by remembering Elisha's message 1o his
servant: “Those who are with us are more than those who
are with them” (v.16). We are not alone! —MRD1I

I have promised you My presence
With you everywhere you go;
I will never, never leave you
As you travel here below. —Rose

WE MAY FACE SITUATIONS BEYOND OUR RESERVES
BUT NEVER BEYOND GOD'S RESOURCES.,
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WE ARE
NOT ALONE

READ:
2 Kings 6:8-23

Do not fear, for those
who are with us are
more than those who
are with them.

—2 Kings 6:16

TE BisLe 1N ONE YEAR:
O Ezekiel 40-42

In the New York City subway, two
youths robbed a well-dressed man
who appeared to be asleep in his seat,
Suddenly the whole car came alive!
The victim turned out to be a decoy,
and the passengers who jumped up
from their seats were police officers.
With lightning speed they converged
on the young pair and made the arrest,
These officers were “unseen™ at first,
but they provided ample security for
riders on that subway car,

We get a similar picture of protec-
tion in 2 Kings 6. In a manner more
dramatic than what happened on that
subway, Elisha's servant saw why his
master could be so confident in the
face of what seemed to be impending
disaster. We read that when “the Lord

opened the eyes of the young man,” he saw an amazing
aght (v.17). God had arrayed an invisible army “of horses
nd chariots of fire" all around Elisha, ready to protect the
sraelites from the Syrian army.

As God's children, we can trust Him to defend us as we
do His will. Even when the battle seems too great and it
appears that we face defeat, we must still trust the Lord. We
can be encouraged by remembering Elisha's message 1o his
servant: “Those who are with us are more than those who
are with them" (v.16). We are not alone! —MRDII

I have promised you My presence
With you everywhere you go;
L will never, never leave you
As you travel here below. —Rose

WE MAY FACE SITUATIONS BEYOND OUR RESERVES
BUT NEVER BEYOND GOD'S RESOURCES.




