1

now believed it with fresh assurance in the light
of His heart-searching digcernment, Xoregver,
though the disoiples merely uﬂgd!m gir beliefs

that bheir'laster had come to them from Gods

Thgﬁre;oioed)that He' had brought them on'so

far in fheir spiritual eburse.

the pevelation was clear. The knowledge wnich they .
had caused them to make a confident 6wr£ésaion. Bo—
cause we know, and it was & confession with great

entimsiasme

They bsgan with 2 conviction, widok :Lm

on a fac upen this conviction they build their
faithe  "je believe that thou camest forth fram God."
is ths

, This foundation of /the confession of their faith, !

You remember this was a similar fect uged w

who said, "Thou ar ™ uIt s

also based on the great fact used ‘cy@j@ who (said,
"Thou ard the Son:of the Living Gods" We ought te

notice here two thingse
HAS W These

men had over and over again in their Lord's presence

heard 'Him declare that He came forth from Gods Experience

\

THE DISCIPLES  CONFESSIONS AMD
PRESICTIONS OF JESUS

i/ doiin 16129-32.
Introduction :
The of this wenderful nessage by

Jesus were, not your heart be troubled" They

sounded the keynote for the whole message. Th

of all of this was Lo

to the disciples,. For W“’

they were bevildersed, nox as we come bo the last

. part of this message we find the disciples making

" & clear confession, and Jesus speaking several

predictions, The four verses ape dixidad ug, The

o the and their confessions

satisfaction proncunced, and confession proclaimed.

The @220 varses, verses 31 and 32, and examlnation

presented and promised predictions made Ly Jesus,

In many of thj?_w and pronises the
disciples did not retand, they did not think that

they were plain enough, He had said to them that

in that coming day, which was so near, that meny things

were to %take place,  He desoribed many of these things

I.  Batisfaction Eraniso_d 129
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in Proverbs., Hg is speaking %o them phhggand

without myste s. Did they understand

his wordsy when they thought them so plaing He

said : came forth from the Father ) and am come

into the world," Again He had said, "I lsave the

wordd and go back to dwell with the Pather.® You

rememter in the last message we used this summary

statement from v&_g_g_&) which is the centar-ef-all—

Chrigtianity. Evidently this statement had causad
them to gather light that they had never seen before,

and it filled them with conviction, Satisfaction
nad come to their hearts because of th 8
of his speech, In His last worg; there was no
proverb, and to them the resumation was glesr, He
had promised them this and now it had been fulfilled
quicker than thay had expected, It seened that the
Last words of Christ did them more good than all of
the regh that He had been saying, bhough He hadn't.
said many things that were wondérful “efere,

These were no proverbs, no Wayside sy s ho
dark sa S.  (John 10:5) (John 16:25) The rays of

Iight to r pinds and their was

surprise and joy. Jesus gave them'a standard Ly

| g Imek By rm, o Tt 1&1..\.4.')'3‘« W”'f
mv‘v%m Q M & &

which % coulgd measure” the truthe all B:La Words m

Iolenlind) oSt = MY o Sl ~tf ol 2o

| and the ce iﬁﬁ %;’aﬁ
| “Wm,m S &%}%—“—’”" A

The evidence seems to [} tg with them, not
a single doubt remained, Belief has g o
Moreovery ‘the disciples must have be essed
' the understan . th o They/ probably

felt at this moment that nothiggﬁho'.wver gdcrat was

bidden from Him, Nay, that His knowledge was divine,

Their special ground for confidence 1(’é'§pematurq
knm’ledﬁetnaa the answer He-had given to the unexpressed

desire of their hearts for 'an explanation of His words,

:19 wﬂlyﬂwt thou ‘sames forth

from God, is grounded in the Jnowledge which thou has

manifested of the secret feelings of our hesrts, Jg

believe that ti v " Net that

they now first beldeved this truth, but that they
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theit "%r lire )onoeming tneir profession, That

&

does not cast doubt on the realit:f of their faith,

e need to get the baoke_‘ound of tbis. Jesus had

told t"xem that ‘tertiblé storm ls about. to hruak
. e |
upon them, e undexstand rran this that Josus aooepu

O M

Mperfeot swurrender, If He did not, where wouldg.o

L

be today? Tie regectglf-hsartodnessbn friendship,

o

out Jesus :Ls patd.ent and willing to put up with us

until we accept or reject His views,

Mo wf ol TS i Py Te i S8 28

It was a quasti.on \mich cauaed then to saaroh

day they had aeid e alioveinJos cm-ut." Ndl
A *grf — —"‘—-—n shal

e >

and oxam.’mation is gasentﬂ _f‘g then Wﬂl thqy

veru') the:l..r position with their outmard lives? Will

they fail to trust in Him as you would commit a trust
¢ 4 o A
to ‘saneone else?

sl

There is one thing atout this colefesaioﬁ you should

&W@ Beguse a religious experience

means far more than just emotion, These men were

perfectly sincere, There was gladnass in their

hearts,

ife often desl in an unreasonable manner with

these four disciples., We sayy "What poor conduct.

Ve talk about o M ang Lack 6 gg_urgse, ‘and rgoE"“

of faith. But, would we hsve been any bet..er, i_._i:_li-

-

X g
had brought them inte contact with dim. They now
ht'wa pLe gt that He ceme from God, and for the first

‘ tim thery gra _podl 1% in liying reality, because

experience had tanjgt it to them, Everyone of us

carries the boliefa ‘and these beliefs ara based on

1light which we have, There are gomethings which

we certainly and we beljeve this

beca’uae t axpethoncs. ﬁ is a possession of ours,

proof, They had lmaQe_c_iE that brought assuvapees

They have built their Zaith wpon its No ran that

believes with all his heart can help Iapeaking. And
50 these Ohristians could not be silent, They had
truth and they had to express that trubh, The
prophetlzg Eemia&aid, "‘l'lw word when shuf up in
ny gg;gwlgne. Cany.ous&vwe know

and we believe and not speak, and not'i‘bstﬂ‘r, This
geemed to chanpe everything for them, and the disciples
gaid they had grasped the meaning of the Mastep's

words and were glad of them, They feed oa them, they

—————

got somebthing out of them., aAnd Y@ % au, T

in which we ].'ive_unﬁi'to understa t

“‘Gods Th that the man on the street ocught
of Geds They think war _gh
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to be able to mnd unde stard it 145
a msm; 'uany of us fail to realize timt this
comes through exper:.Lence and cannot be understood
anyother way. '

I'd like for us to look at the first paxrt of

thiq verse, where the te ..

mszwwm God_knows everything

that is the object of knowledge, It means that

God has knewledge of this wogwado. The
thinss #hich we are v:l.talLv intemated in is God's

knowledge of the actual world that He mnde. God's
< N ey

gy | God knoms the

w time is real for Cod, Mot real as

sanething outaide of his oontrol and as "1miting

Him, as real as being knewn bo' him, Apothea' thing

God's knﬂlege is not limited hz‘énagez) What has

b-een said about the temporal order applies to space

Another thing 4o noblue sbout this 48 tlm@m

cut bacause of facts,

o Cod knows the events of the

world arder not siuply s isolited events, but in.

their relstion to all other events:of that order,

bl SRPAS o
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SB here ies a besic doctrine of God concerning Mis

m—
wi

kno‘ﬂed};e. ‘This was the u _m_g_gg_t_hgj;_m This
provod to theam that Bo was '8 teach s

wore than a prophet, Those who knmv Ghrist best know
m by experienc‘e. They can sw' of Eis power, I"If
worki ‘:Ln me." Of His J.ovn; "He loved me," “This proves
that. Cbriat not only to have a devine mission, but is
a devine person. And that He :ls one that. understands

the thoughts of an individual's heart, (Hetwews L:l2-

fle remember reaaing of thef'woman of a
that she said Christ told hor/:l thinggs thel ever

she lie remember again John 13t

atbanael
had knowlege after meoting Christ thaj_c rist had
knowledge of him, vefore they meb.

IIt, Examinetion presented, 31
Mw believe? Do you now believe? - That

b
1
}

e
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fad been Lhorel 8 ¥o #étohing

Jesua die on t’ng&o--. wo:ld your £aith have lived?
I.n ‘some Qu;et hour uhen you @ are ’bi-;iouuf.t 1 t

? r T, . We
scatber, but they will ;aots_.nlly orsake Iiin e
discover this on the night of His arrest and His

*)
-

U
N J;{.Winn-- W whet it was |
O
f: hropgh'b this convpﬂ.z@:b* uﬁg ngrnt’ :I.n the'y '
. mddst of these pooph. -

3 N Feesiag in% "I'hat auae o el L fear that we would be like those thal were
G METNT: MEORLT "3‘-‘-"1@-‘1—1“3?’ Lishing op _ instructed, "Lab hin wio is wibhout sin &nhe You
tie goa gl lalilce,™  How weak their love would cagt the firet stons." There will not be many&tones

‘trialy -Jesus predicted the scatterini of iis disciples

in the howr referred fo. And this forsald.ng Him, we

proveé to be in the hour of trial. There is sadness
in this statement, . L
aver lived)h xnmew pain, and/ yet there was no one
to suffer with him, ng-m understood Him, no man

cast if that law be applied, Let all recognize his

weakness, trust to nothing either your convictions or

Jyour emctions, but only trust in Jesus Christ,

Thls confession is examined by Jegus, The question
knew Mim, no man thoroughly loved Himy We remesber | |

is very imporiant to the Master and to the disciples,

when He went to( Get DHe_told- bhem to tarry and ‘
v t . AR «’b AT
to watch for Him, We rmber how three different _____nmﬂa,.qnd J6Bus was intarested i 58 pupidis,
times He returned to.find them sleeping. Instesd of The question neturally(@hticipates an'a The
——_"

lonliness during his death, Of course we lmow all
of us life alone in & cettain sense of the word. !m

bhey warae inspired to 3oarch themselvos. He did no%

force His idess upon His disciples » UUb He helped them

‘ﬁﬁﬁ&@@ Rot Soush Sacho ther anid hEsrte Comd to sdiak for themselves.. This quostion veé tender,

g ¢ . 7
closer than stoms,  Yet after all we die alone and in and involved n&-ii oy
the depths of owr-souls we all live alone. So lev.us ‘ > o

This :La but a(gonth :'ob e)of Christ to His
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disciples for their confidence that now they under-

stand h.m Do you look upon yourselves as being

advanced? If they understood nw@ did thex-f not

understand sooner? I{aku not heard ¢ am thing

went, but perils await them of Fuich shey are ignorant,
——\__—-7

They are too self-confident as to despair of all the

storms, . Of course, this question opens up<whet is to

follow,

Fromised Prédictions, 232
~ %he long looked for houp was at hand, «fhe
t_iﬂimmu%r. It 'was 3o
near, th@ﬁhﬂ.mmwrore the night
should pagt ’e.y would be tested, in their faith,
This presents, rather the fulfilment of comditions
tian the beginaing of a perdod. . Predistions, (1rar)

of all says the houws ie-at-hand.
=S¥ o-ebimnd, (Seoond

be scattered like sheep, @wat He would be

—

AR

2/
forsaken of then. And({ourth) thetSod dofalibful

the hour was at hands The time for all
of this to take place, He prophesied wos at hand,  They
must be firm, they must be resdy to stad because their
confession will be tested immpdistely.

Y they will be soattered. Uatthew 86:56,

— — S—

This i= a rediot‘:l.on that ,tear will seipe.the party
and they will lesve Him . W
from Hix, ye shall lpave m¢ alone." They should

have been witnesses for Him upon his fpial, They

should have ministered to Him in His sofrow, If they
could have w they mizht have given
Him scme oredit, But. they were ashamed and they
shared in the fear. We must note t.hat many good
causea suffer when it is under the djstress of the
enemies, TW The disciples

had continued with Christ in His other temptations

and yet turned their backs upon Hia nowe: Everyone
went his own way, where he fancied he would be most
gafe, Every man to secure his ownself zpd hig own

life, Jesus knew that His disciples would desert
Him ‘40 that .critical moment, He spoke of thH8 time
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be thankful thzt Jesus knows the bitterness of such

Jdonliness.

< P wwingous to v@agbretiction which Qiriat
says Vo was_slone, yot nob gloisal, Tn other words

qur:u faithful, There was a conscicusness of unbroken
@)ﬁ@h ‘the Father,  Jesus had a sense of

comounion with the Father that was deep and close and
constant, "I anm not alone for the Fathor is with me.n.
———————

PIf earth be dark, let us look to heaven," "If dear

S —————

ones are torn from us, let us resch for God," If we
are alone, let us know that others have had this bitter

tonice It is not all lost if ‘the trees shut out the
k. Christ's compary is to us what the. Father's fellow-

ship was to Christ. "Ie shall leave me alone,sith also,

"I am with you always, even to the end of the world,"

This commmion with the Father was only btroken in that
hour when He said; "My Gofly, why has thou forsaken me?"
He thus identified Himeelf with us, g

<<ge,sus was alone.S}He was first af an,qw)
alone, The world was against Him, .and sven the existing
church was against Him., They wers the ringleaders ‘in
His death. A% this very Eime s ‘there was one of His own

group in the city planninig to betray Hin, Jesus was
not only soclally alone, but He wasfme lone,
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lie was ever so, bacauvse He towered above them; thay
cculd not understand His thoughts or His mission into
the world, They did not know the meaning of His life,

He was also spiritually alone, He was the only sinless

being in the worldy and there was ot a sipgls living

soul . thal was in spiritual harmony With His, | His discipled

had an idea that He was to establish a Semporal kingdom,

Feter manifest his sympathy with this when he attempted
/

to defend Him with his swords To a great extént He was

nacessarily alone. . 4 great portion of Mis worke<no che

could help Him to doidty When He made the sacrafice

and satisfied the law we know that there was no one to
}'

help with ite. It must have heen severe pain to suffer

such lonliness,

But Christ was not alons, "fet, I am not alone,

- >
beoause of the Autherdr Tuis fellgvsnip wes assepbia),
- .

this fellowship wes desemved s this fellowship was

continuous,

It is not the Father was, or will be
is with me, This fellowship was to Hin now, esgpecially
———

sweot and precious. . He could not bare %o leave without
it. So Jesus had a privilege which He predicted and

He promised that He was sti111 on the bosom of the Father,
AS a privilege which is common to all believers by virtue

of their union with Christ, when they are alcne, thay

are not slone, but the Father is with them,

For

solitude is their choice, When they are alene., A

%

sza¢) in field, a
(_?gimm%

with them,

2
e Nathagféb inder the fig treg,
etop prayin

Ths Father is




