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THE ENERGY CRISIS

Judges 9:48-49

INTRODUCTION::

I wish to speak to you tonight on of the most important things

7
in the nevs, relative to all individuals in this country. Wd

with this from the newsmedia and from our government. That is, they are

trying to say that in this country, That many do

‘ really believe has happened.

Man there were those who predicteg as someday, as in China

and Japan, where millions of people live in close quarters — that problems

would ~develop in America relative to the értage of resourc‘e‘s; All of

this while, there have been men who have searched, some even from the
o

‘Sﬁniversit here in Norfolk have been searching for food that might be
discovered on the beneath the sea.

Up at the Souyth .Pe)e and N Pole, they have been exploring to
ug

discover what sort of plapt _growth and things might be developed of food

value for the human race.

Owil;iﬂgf_ltﬁ have been going on as to how to keep the gir polution

free and pure. This has been something in the news. Theyater, the séreams
are being pollited by chemicals and discharge given off by industry. There

has been all sorts of things made along this line.

However, now they say there is an(ener-g; crisi@ - there is really an

energy shortage. A shortage of fuel, gas, and oil, to operate as the nation

has in the past. They are giving out suggestions on how to set your éhermostaﬁ
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in your home. They are passing . to cut down on the rate of {ragvel on the

highway. My prediction is when this happens, there will be less people killed,

in cars on the highway. And there are various means that have been put forth
as to how to cope with this difficult crisis. Some have suggested that the
taxes on gasoline ;be put up so as to fqrce people out of their cars: And
others have suggested that the gas companies be permitted to hike the prices.

And increse their income.

T believe that according to the records, the ‘ companies made more money

last _year than any previous year in the history of their industry. And I have
also read somewhere that this coming year, our country will continue to

several million gallons of crude oil to other nations. Which does not really

key up with what our problem is here at home.

b
There is also an energy crisis of the fuel -— but I think there is an energy

e

crisis that have been suffering from.for a long ti}ne. When you note
o—c—"

L

that there are so many storestoday that are nothing but {ritamin stores. They
g

have all sorts of pills and capsules, sunfloyer seed, vitamins that are supposed

to do everything. And give you all sorts of energy. And ésg_p_l_g__axe_saa:chineg

they are out of energy.

I read an amusing story the other day about % elderly women. They were

trying to out do each other in discussing their gilm ions. What

they were doing to get more energy. Fipally ope anpounced with sort of a glee

of the demon, 1 am taking g.pill that has nothing but side effects
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1/1 Wt I suggested in my sermon that maybe the lgadexrs of the

church would have to go_out and chop wood to keep the church house warm and

heated. Now my prediction may be prgphesy that comes txme in this generation.

At least, there has been some sort of fulfillment of it because I understand

e

that after my sermon, that the week before ~'t

of the deacons of this
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Now @that is any indication, I am only surmising that that same thing
7

could be duplicated in all churches. Me are wanting the husband

to call up the oil man and see whether or not he is going to be able to

deliver to their hquge or home the right apount of fuel to keep the furnace
buzzing during the winter. There are other wives that have negotiated a new

axe in hopes they can keep a fireplace burning. Or they can have a little

W . reserve heat in some small tin heater which,they have purchased and put in some
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The energy crisis is real and it seems to be taking its toll right in our

own city - right in our own generation. Now, as I was thinking about this

sermon - I faund a passage of Scripture over in the book of ~(udges 9:48- 49. -

; n '—4’% sl
L It is the .of Abimelech. It reads like this - Abimelech began chopping
a bundle of fire wood and placed it on_his.shoulder. Do_as I have done, he
s / ———— s
told his men. So each of them quickly cut a bundle and carried it back to.
R ———————m.
the town, where following Abimelech'_s_eg_e_l_mp_]_e., the bundles were piled against
T . )J
the walls of_the foxt or the temple and set on fire.

Now I'd like to capitalize on this story —- this story is really not a

man cutting wood for an energy crisis - but it is so practical that I think
— — crisi

we can get something out of it.
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was a man whose mpther was a kiggq;n and he was the son

of Gide®n. And there was a struggle following Gideon's death - and the

people had turped to worshiE Baal. Now a Cannanite city, was the
N Sy —
[

place where Joseph was buried and there Joshua made his farewell address

to Israel. Joshua 24:1. It was a rallying center for natiopal Israel after

Solomgn~s~death. It was sort of a political capitol.
o-teal capn

There was a ‘éower)struggl‘e going on in Véfrin which Abimelech
I'4

was trying to get the upper hand. He was putting to death all those that

would have been in line to be the leader. And .

V. 7-15 ~ Jotham offers fable/on Mt. Gexizim - he addressed an

assembly and it is agparable)about the trees. They were trying to elect

‘€’E;né7— gsomebody . to rule over them. And he was giving this as a story

as to what was happening in the nation.

The olive ;Ege would not give up her right to give o0il to be the king.

The fig tree declined because she offered stable and cherished fruit

for the people.
The vine argued that she would not give up producing juice for the people.

The bramb%;, which is a ugeless-—frudtless weed, accepted the offer. Now

he said to the trees, it would be an absurd thing to take refuge in a bramble

that stands so low compared to a begutifwl—etiwetree or fig tree. And that

@E}melech stands like a bramble and is_a worthless fellow. His prediction is

T r——

that not only the people but the leader, Abimelech, will be ngggg_gp.
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The story concludes with the fact that the city is destro;ed and of
course, the temple is finally burned up and a thousand people, men and

women die.

And in conclusion a woman drops a millstona on the head of Abimelech

and that winds up what he has to offer to the city in the way of leadership.

Now the(Biblg is so full and yet préctical and profitable with

- it tells him of the danger points and helps

suggestions. Here, you know it is like

fifteen miles away.
It tells a story to the mari
him to see that he is not to put his ship in a certain direction. Now of

all the bad people mentioned like Eszgg, Saul, etc. Aqigg;gnb-was nqt_a good
Eﬁg,,—But the Bible used him as a warning. God sometimes drives a very

straight nail with a very poor hammer.

The city of

'@ haé_?&ﬁ&.ﬁék-l—%mr and Abimelech and his men were

to do it.

You can see the exciting marks as they qggg_ﬁgﬂﬂ_éﬂuilﬂaa&ig%’the city.

The swords were clacking sharply against the shields. Bow and arrows were

flying. And there was death. And the hattle goes qg_%;l day and as the sun

is setting, Abimelech and his q;mx_g;x_§g££é%gsr to the beaten foe. And
unable any longer to resist, the city of Shechem falls. And there are pools

of bleggﬂénd there are severed limbs, glazed eyes looking up for mercy, that
war never shows. There are dying selddjers on the laps of mother or wife,

or sister who have come out on the field to offer them some kindness. The city

is wounded. The city is dead and dying.



Now as you look over this city, you will find one or % @
still standing. And one is the temple to a gggﬁiBaal. Some of the

soldiers outside of the city, in a tower, finding that they could no

longer defend Shechem, now began to look out for their own personal

safety.

They fly to this temple of 8aal, thez shut it.up and say, now we

are safe,

Abimelech has taken the whole city but(gélsggggt_take-zhis_xgmg}e.

Here we shall be under the preiéé;ion of the gods. And they look to their

god.

This was a stypome-hed® and they felt that CGod could not strike down

this heathen temple.

The question is -. shall Abimele%h and the army take this temple.

How are they going to get_in - these men are well fortified. Will they do

it with a_sword. Will they do it with a sphere. Will they use a baktering

_4=€>and roll it up. And use hundreds of men and their strength to crash

against the walls.

No, Abimelech hig men to a woods in_Zalmon.

With his ‘, he hues off a limb of a tree. He cuWes.

The Bible says he put this 1imb on his own shoulder and then he said to his
men —(igu do the samep They are obedient to their commander.
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The next question is, this is a strange army, isn't it? And what strange
‘ [

quégmaeﬁ; Just.a bundle of firewe;ﬁ on their shoulder.

They come to the foot of the temnle and Abimelech takes his 1limb of a

tres_énd_:haaws-it-é;wn. And the first platoon of sgldlers come up and throw

down their branches. The second platoon also puts down their branches - until
M

they have huge pile of fire wood around that temple. There is a pile of tree

branches.

The f Shechem look out the windows of the temple, and I suspect this

ld —

looks 1ik1:?g;1§ish gléz;xn the part of their enemies. But soon the flints
are struck and the qggzk_hsgigg_;g_kiaéle the.brush. And the'fzgms comes up

all through the pile. And the red elements 1e?p to the casements and the wood
work begins to blaze. One arm of.flame is thrown to the right side of the
temple - another flame goes to.the left until all the bottom is encircled.

And there under the wild night sky, the cxy_gﬁ_f%;e. And soon there is the
cry of fire within. There is no energy crisis as to fuel around that temple.
The terror, the s&;gngﬁigziaﬁ; the dgom.of the men of Shechem, is sure. And
there went up a long and loud shout from the lungs of those outside. And as

they stood, they cried victory, victory.

At least 1000 men andgggmen, soldiers, died within that temple.

Now what ate the Biblical truths and what are some things that we can get
out of this story, that will fit in with our needs tonight. Here we have a

man cutting a bundle of firewood. And they use that fire.
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:2::/’First of all, we learn that there igr;;lly in depending upon _any

H
one form of tactic;;z;_aag:hiag We~haua_tn.do.£e;—Ghis—we;éé—essigz_ggf;ﬂ

What T am saying is -- Q at their wea!‘ons. They had a gwo;‘d. They

had battle axes. They had a battering r%m. And what single weapon with

with Abimelech and his men contained - could they have gained such a victory.

It was no easy thing to take a temple thus armed.

There is a ho reserved that during the Revglutionary Wg»? a mg d
v house » : Iy Wa? 2 man an
his wife kept back a whole rggiment hour after hour. Because they were ipside
——— d

the house. The assaulting soldiers were outside the house.

Yet here Abimelec - they surround a temple that has a thousand

people in it - and they capture it githout the %gg;lgﬁ_g_ﬁ__glg_q;p on the part

of Abimelech. Although I suppose some of the old Israelite heroes told him

that you are going to get cut to pieces. Yet we testify today that by no other

means it was ~npt by an ordipary method ~ could that temple have been so easily

taken.

Now what our fathers, mothers, brethren, and sisters in Christ - and

what wagts most to learn this day is__;h.a;_amz_pla.n_i_.g_];igy, is

lawful -~ is best which helps to overthrow the temple of sin, and capture the.
7/

world for God.

We must put the old style coat aside. We must come up with a sharp clean
glittering sphere. Because they have a thousand spheres there and we will
never capture this world for God by any type of sarcasm, or any'kind of

imagination, or any sharp shooting wit or entertainment. We will never capture



/it by a Calvary of horses. one must go to the forest of God's promise

and invitation and hue down a branch and put it on our shoulder, And let us

come araund these iniquities. And with this pile, kindled by the fires of

the holy zeal of the spirit - and the flames of a consecrated life, we will

burn them out.

eel cannot /d.o f fi_]ﬁ_n}_g_x_so.

o Nov.@rould be in favor, myself tonight, of apy plan of religious

attack that succeeds. However n_}d, howegg_r__uﬁmp_yar. That we need to have
/7

in our own praye#s, our own preaching, and an Abimelech sword would not do
s

it. nee e back ~ there is a fountain filled with blood. And this

is the thing that will bring something to the heart and the minds of people.

When men see that fountain filled with blood and then they plunge beneath that

.l
flood, IWM_EE@_&S. The Gospel is not a science to be

squabbled about. It is a fact that the bléod of Christ cleanses us. It is

the warm invitation that comes with the good news.

@hawa_:h&w_:isun Mt. Moxriagh in Jerusalem. And from that
top, you see the M. But there is bea that compares

with the light of Lhedgt - that he can give to a soul.

W sing and other great musicians sing ~ but I

think there is no_pusig that is compared with the voice of Christ when he

P . - . . T
said, tlg_}ia.s ar_g__fm;g;@_ thee n peace. That is good nevs .

. Ql: eyery man go and cut down a branch of this tree of life and wave it.

Let him throw it down and kindle it. Let all the way from Mt. Zalmon to Shechem
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be filled with the shouts of joy. This bond=fire of the Holy Gospel wgl;
/

cqpneume the last temple Qﬁ,%§ﬂ and will illumine the sky with joy. Christ

came into the world to save sinners.

‘ new plan tha&makes a man put _his sin away - T.am.din favor of that.

The temple must come down. And I do not dare to stand in the way when that

happens. .

I read a heartening piece of news the other day about a church down on

, as told in Moody Monthly - of an amazing story in a small

city of 3300 pegple - where men's lives once were completely daminased by

from their lives.

Yes, and 4!!’,' ited el RY room. The prayer room is located in a
little Baptist.Chuxch and the numbers have been increasing of men pouring out
their hear God in intercegsion. Nominal Christians have given up their

4

habits—ef drinking, qursing, etc. As the men have experienced true conversionm.

They have gone out to help others:

Men who sold li%uor, who drapk, who gambled, and qursed and were filled

with evil passions are now studying their Bibles. Some are teaching in
Sunday School - others go out daily in the strength of the Lord to witness.

To bear fruit.

- The Pastor indicated that the - eyery square”
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jnch of it many times had been wet with meais tears. You should hear our
young school boys come down here and fall on their faces and pray for their
frieeds and their teaghers. He says, I don't know where there is another

place in the world that you will find like that.

The time honored custom at Christmas has been eat, drink, and get drunk.
But he talked about how the authorities declared it is the quietest, the

driest, and the most sober Christmas spent in the history.

The prayer room was started in a Pagtew=who was burdened by the
r

heart breaking problems in the ckurch. He came alone day after day to this

prayer room and at Easter he invited some of the men to joip him. Six men

responded, 45 es —~ the Spirit moved. The next morning the church was

packed. The SpiriE_ggic%fped. And the praver room has been the power house.

This leads me to say that the

_ is in the world, the Ghristian
world, max_hglégn;xa;? with the pgwer shortgge in the spiritual realm in our
——————:

churches. And this prayer room is unique because it is reserved for men and

boys only, to come and discuss their problems from time to time. And to ask

special prayer. Only one person prays aloud af a time. Another amazing

feature - it has drawing power. During one month 5;3 entered into that place

for prayer, as recorded.(iNq_ﬁgggx_thn_siglhave praxad_in.anx_éés_giy s&nce

it began. Many of the men begin the day with prayer in the prajer room. And

11 men have been called-be~preacirshe-Lospel as a result of that prayer room.
6

It has become a clearing ground for troubled Christians. Many come with
problems and go with them solved. Some come with doubt as to their conversion

and prayer requests have come in as far as En d and China. The impact of
AT
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that prayer room and the Saturday evening%gggxgx_mgezéags. The Holy Spirit

has poured out his power on them in a marvelous fashion.

The energy crisis ~ the pgwer crisis in ouE.church is something that we
need to give attention too. And we must learn that it is folly to depend

upon things that really do not bring the power needed.

I1. THE POWER OF EXAMPLE
pa e e

The second thing I see in this story is that the power of examgle will

have to be used if the energy crisis is going to be effective.

(E/_\\# i i follow the examglgyof the leadership of the

nation.
Wp@ had _sat.down, on the grasg. and told his men to
go and get the bqughs or the limbg, and go out to the battle - they would

never have gone at all. TIf they had, it would have been without any spirit.

Or without results.

Abimelech goes with his owp axe and hues down a branch. And with Abimelech's

arm - puts it qg_hig_ghguleﬁs. And marches on toward the temple of evil.
asncnauoncol

Then my text says, all the people did me.,

How natural that way. What made<g;;newall Jé;é;;; the most magnetic commander
~

———
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of this centuny. He always rode ahead - he was an over—wpowering

example as in the battle of(Manassas)when the man looked at him and said

there stands Jackson like a stone wall - in the fore front of the battle.
g NI M e ot

Here is on_the wrong road. All his children will go on that

-

wrong road.

Here is a(éég;;iwho enlists for Christ. His children are enlisted.
’ Nttt A

He tries to bring his family by the pover of example.

If you have ever visited a great art galleﬁ; - the art galleries of

Europe, the art galleries in this country. You will see sometimes an_artist

taking copies of the pictures. Now these copies, they are going to carry

with them, perhaps to some distan; land. It will be a copy of the life and
character of the magterpiece, but it is a copy. Now in like manner - your
life is a master piece and it is being copied. And it is going to be copied

long after you are gone. It will boom or blast in the home.

You ought to look ~out for what you sa;. You ought to look out for what
you . Eternity will hear the echo. The best sermon ever preached is a holy

life. The best music that was ever given, is the music of a consistant life.

A consistant walk.

Now then years ago the used to have a cylinder with some hgles-

at the side made for the thrusting end of some large poles with long leverage

and it was a sort of machine. I really do not know all the details about it, but
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there was a vessel in trouble, or going to pieces out in the ocean - this

machine could shoot a_rope out to the suffering men. They grasp it and

the cylinder was turned and the rope winds around the cylinder, and those

~

who are ship-wrecked are saved.

L So églzggg_ieat¢,today, there is th i fluence that dis a tremendous

lszg;%§§ - the rope at%;ched to it, may be cast out even into the future.
Your children, your children's children, all tha.generations that are to
follow will grip that influence. And feel the long reaching pull, after
the figures on your tegggsgng~are\§o near worn out -~ that the visitor cannot

tell whether it was 1865 or 1600. Or 1950, that you died.

Therefore, I say that the energy crisis is going to be helped by influence.

What the leader does - then the others follow.

R I1I. THE ADVANTAGES OF CONSERTED ACTION ;

Now I think we learn from our text that

with a tree branch., the work would ished. @0 or 20

men had gone and only half of them had brought their axes or lifted them - or
o

had duld—axes, they never would have. accomplished what needed to be accomplished.

man had cut_a branch, and had left_his branclj on the ground by the

stump, the victory would never had been gained. The Bible tells us that there

was conserted action.
LY

the wicked temp}€. And the temple falls.
/—"’

man _tarried his own tree branch and pgéﬁiE_ggyg_by
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My friend, today, there ig we know one man in the church of God. And

~ son his &9 #peblity. It is his duty to go forward. And
o

try to storm the place of evil.

But therg_g;d men) in_the church and women who never lift an axe or swing
e

ablow. Now this is the disheartening thing. And the power crisis in the

church will never be solved as long as there are those who would not enter into

the conserted action.

all want a little b_%t, our boat, to get over the golden sands. And

most of us are.segzed_aifher in the boygh or in the ssyrn - wrapped up in some

fancy clothing. Holding a big umbrella for shade. While there are two or
three out there in the heat of that boat blistering their hands as they pull

the ore locks, and they groan.

It is time for the religious sleepy-hea up. While we have in

our church a great many who are toiling for God. There are some too lazy, to

pick up their 1limb, or even to brush a fly off of their cheek.

in the militare-ecircles — on the morning of battle the roll is

ca??Ed. And g thousand men were called and oaly. 2. 100 men ansuwered.

What excitement there would be in the camp. What would the gol. say.

-

.

What high talking there wowld be among the captains and majors.~

Suppose word came to headquarters that these delinquents excused themselves
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on the grounds that they have over-slept themselves. Or the morning was
Eﬁgp—wigh frost and they were afraid of getting their feet cold or wet.

Or they were busy cooking rations.

Dear Friends, this is the morning of the day of God Almighty's battle.

Do you not _see the troops. Do you not hear the trumpets of Heaven, and all

>
the drums of Hell.

Which side are you on.

,ﬁ:Lgnm—are—en—the—xighﬁ_sigga_gxbmhat service will you answer. What duty

will you take up.

In other words { g:;i are _you going to_do ox.uwbexe will vou be when Sunday
Sdm_gj.\bﬁg_i_rls. In@&yer meeting are vou going to.show up. @_v_ﬂ;a_;

worship service are you going to conmi:Eﬁngiuymmmmnminsidq_E;;h our limb
P you going “31127’77

and surrender - I'm with you. To what sin are you going to address yourself.

What offering are you going to bring. And claim some of the riches of Heaven.

What broken bone of sorrow have you ever set. What broken heart have you
ever comforted. What moody soul have you ever prayed for. Are you doing

nothing.

It is possible that a man or a woman swern to be a follower of the Lord

Jesus Christ - is it possible that he is doing nothing.
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L// (jzghink there are
of theix disloyalty to the church and think they are going to keep it away

from th{ijgggement book of God) §£lzgg_gxe_dgégg_g9£%;pg, now the world
7 .

may not find it out. You may be acting in tgéasog to God. May the eternal

God arouse you to action.

L///f’ As for myself, I feeﬂ;izﬂggld be ashamed to die and eptex Heaven with,
ligele to shaow. <Ekryou should die tonight and enter - would you be happy

about the agcomplishmente.that you.hwewe made. Is there not something more

decisive for the Lord that you would like to do for him. Is there not some
new allegiance to Jesus Christ and to work more for his kingdom. Are you

ready to join with me in some new work for Jesus.

What we are asking for tonight is!a{gonserted action)— the temple is very

' p/// broad and is very high. And there is no man, no individual that is going to
conquor these devils, 1 thiﬂi(;EZHE_hgdu5Qgﬂﬂﬂkxﬁni§£g£§;;gxaashexs_ni.ﬂhxisgi
in this country who could tgke one branch of the tree of life - they could
accomplish much. However, all thel re s should do_the game. And
we should march on and throw these branches around the great temples of sin
and worldliness and let God send his fire as in the day of Elijah when fire
fell from Heaven and kindled the bond~fire ~ we would demolish sin in this

generation.

/

IV. THE DANGER.OF/;;LSE REFUSE ;7
T R————— L

Now in closing this sermon, I find in this text that there is a danger.

- 7
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&/// (::;lghis_engggz crisis there is a _danger of people thinking, the well

will er go dry. We have plenty of oil, gas - we are rich. In fact,

somebody has said this country is plain filthy rich. Rich with power, knowledge
y y p < y P g

is power. We have s roSS—~10 . High:schools, colleges, and

we have money power - billions of dollars.

Now iesus six hours to walk from Nazareth to Qqn?rnaum about
/

25 miles. But today in the Bible, there is an infimite source of power. Tt

never fails nor diminishes. There are means of power. And the tragedy is,
\

like the energy crisis - men have been trying to substitute for the energy

crisis ~ the plastic and other things that they have tried to come up with.

But this has not really stopped, the enmergy crisis.

L///‘ In the matter ofspiritual powel we have oftep.ttiedoto—subati-tute

orthedo®r, and it is a lot easier to hold a correct idea in one's mind than

it is to adjust one's mind to Clrist in vital faith.

v

It is easy to substitute the é{gggicaé—eetiuizjl With many, Christianity
!—v~7

is doing something around the church house. Activity they say is what we need.

We have also suQ§tituted/;rganizat;;;> We have tinkered a lot with
\ N

machinery and we have been mistaken to think that everything is alright as

’

long as we have got an organization that is perfect.

There are others subs;étu;iangmeﬁiesalisésw they think that a preacher

and the people are to be stirred in their emotions. But does this lead to

fuller service.

-

Why do we make these substitutes for spiritual power. Why do we take these.
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Sgiritual power _is costly, Spiritual power must be honest with_ the Lord.
_—-——‘-"‘—'7 Y .

He must let the Loxd_ be the cog;roll%pg thigg in his life. He must give

the Lord full swag. He must let the Lord come into control.

Qésuézéommanded his Disciples to ;gg;z_in_lg;ugg%ﬁp until they were

endued with power. And there will never be a power crisis if men will

tarry and get this spiritual power.

ayf'batter down everything else, but he will not beat down
e

this temple where we are now hid. But very soon they heard the timbers

cracking. They noticed the smoke, they died miserably.

You and I are just as much tempted to false refuges.
The wmi this morning may have persuaded you this merning that you have
a . Your best friends may persuade you that you are eloquant,‘

they may have told you that you are alright. But I want to say to you, if you
have been unpardoned, you are all wrong. You are on a road that is descending

and it is very steep.

I suppose in this audience, at thisw
some kipd of refuge. Maybe there are some who have gone into the power of

good works. They say I am safe here in this refuge. But I want you to hear
the tramp of your unpardoned sins all about the tower. FEach have a match,

they are kindling the material that will destroy you. By the deeds of the law,
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shall no flesh life be justified.

Now you will say, I am trysting in the power of indifference,) If

this power is attack, it will be a great while before it is taken. I feel

at ease. Now Abimelech as ruthless assaults coming on - death and his
forces are gathering around and they demand that you surrender everything.
Now if you were driven out of your tower of refuge tonight, and you could
not hold the door, and you could not keep back the torches of judgement
because when those branches were placed there from that forest - that was
a live coal - redder and redder. Like a whirlwind. What will become of

your fefuse of lies.

Now some of you will say, we are engaged in a very mean business -

driving us.fxom-tquer to tower. It is something that we just don't know the

answer too. I want to say to you tonight ~ regardless what happens to the
energy crisis, but you can't afford to go on with the power shortage and the

power crisis in your 1life.

I want to tell you that there isthat never has been and never

will be taken. There is no saying that Satap can..assaylt it. There is nothing

that in judgement will destroy it.

The Bible refers to it - in God is our refuge. And underneath thee is the

ever lasting arms.
You must fling your life into it or be treaded down.

The hounds of death and parrell are after you and may hurry you. Many a
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man has perished just outside the tower - with his foot on the step and
mp——ts—

his hand on the door latch.

1 would élead)with you to get in quick - there is no surplus time. In

fact, along with the energy crisis - there is a time shortage. God has given

you a certain amount of time and now is the day of salvation.

Qur great God tells us that life is such an uncertain thing. And he

tells us that your foot may be breaking right through a grave - right now.

You are moving toward the judgement day.

@is going to run out - eternity is jusieaseerd—tire=cormesy. And then

there will be the dead and the judgement day.

I feel that I have something to hold on - for in God is my refuge. And

underneath, are the everlasting arms.

Now I may be exhausted sometimes, and I know that I am exhausted in
my failure to save myself. I must throw my whole weight, my mind, my body,

my soul on this divine promise.

T must do é;lg_;i:ed_hahx_gr child - as he throws himself in the arms
e | S— A

qf_h}g_mgihgr. Or like a sick man on his hospital pillom - he just relaxes

and there he rests all his weight. So this is the refuge that God is

our refuge and underneath are the everlasting arms.
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This text speaks worlds. And there is so much more that could be“said,

about the energy crisis. 3But @QJ}.L—COA-, and the Lord Jesus Christ - there
e R

is @z«my shortage or any crisis, of power, but what he can provide it.
@ell never runs dry. Calvary is always fresh.
S — h

’ ' - gl — Nogp Aene/~
Dy Set whpdic - Dol Lok 197 pr 2nd — 2.

T — 70 W Zond_

, Nouy bk Horne 5
Dok O s — Teed Hp ey B T |
__;M\/’ Z:/% :}_Vﬁﬂ :)W h'n}ﬁw/y/v'j‘j
aWﬂuﬂ Q”“" / A’M )
L i;.W/M'”/Wf% | s
. " ’ Lo LAl ., -

‘ . . B %%{ L%\/V :
g fing — Praorratbmm ) -

T o

5 honl P e 7 Devvar -

¢



