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THE FIFTH WORD FROM THE CROSS

John 19:28, 29

The second word was spoken to the thief, a word of mercy.

The third word was a word of affection to his mother.

The fourth word, a word of dessertion, forsaken of God.
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The scene at the cross now changes as we come to the fifth word,

a_cry of anguish, a cry of agony. He knew that it was finished, that he had
7/
fulfilled hxz the scripture, and he said, "I thirst,"

Jesus did noi}run away from his Eggk that was set before him on the

cross. He & was working for peégg.
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Every(;zgg;ﬁnation on earth today has a war to fight. But there is(no}

nation on earth anywhere that cares very much about peace. Of course, peace is

sought through tranquilizers and other ways. There are people who believe that
PR
peace comes through various means. Jesus was here on the cross and these six

(horrible) hours were drawing to a close. A strange(éégigzggsfor three hours had

settled about the cross..: The @igﬁ% "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews" had
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been placed upon the cross.



Standing beneath the cross is John)and perhaps John got a little closer

than the group of women, and his Eg;hgr. He had reggizgg_instructions about taking
roup of women

her to live with him. Now we are\indebtedto fmhm this disciple for what he tells

-
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us about the event on the qiziéf_ghg,QEQSSH John tells us about the mother, how
she is going to be taken care of. Throughout his gospel, he urges the phrase,
"after this" or "after these things". It seems to indicate that he is joining

this account with that of another at a given point. @Eéézhg_ggzgé_ﬂﬂy_ﬁgd,ng

God, why hast thou forsaken me?" we are prone to think of that as a cry of -
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physical exhausti But it had a far deeper meaning.
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V d cry after the battle was over. It was the g;y;;ﬁi;g;ggg;y.
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This was a cry not just in the F midst of the battle, but this was a

After this, esus)knowing that all things had been finished - after this

refers to his_conquest of all other things, he says, "I thirst.'. -
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Now there are (two)or three things I want us to note about this fifth

word on the cross. First, the thirst, second the cry, and third, the answer.

I. The thirst
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He was human _and he was divine, It was of course humanity that thirsted.
Christ's humanity;ziiwgsg£ggg, but it was . <E§ made him alive
to suffering., It thirst. And his weariness and suffering were more real and
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intense than we can imagine.

The perfection of humanity implies the perfection of suffering. Had
P ==

there been(one sin>of imperfection about Jesus' body or his soul, he could not
y e rvmecncs,
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have tasted the whéle bitterness of our guilt and anguish. He could not have
. ThmEEs

drained our cup. He could not have paid our penalty. He could not have felt
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the supreme thirst. In a way that as no other man ever felt it. Yet on the

¢ross)this did not'exempt him from pain. But ¢n the other hand, it made his

thirst more real -~ with that spirit he was filled.
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BX*EEE’§21;ig.he W§§~§E£§Eg£¥%ned. By the eterqgl spirit, he offered

himself without spot to God. The indwelling spirit added to his perfection. And
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every addition to his perfection was an increase to his suffering.
H%inigégi:gggzgggL. Every time you think about this - the glorious truth -
that Christ was God and man at_the same time. We know that this did not do away

with his suffering. It was the humanity of Jesus that thirst, and it proclaimed
ettt e s T e e / S

him truly a man in body, in soul, in sorrow.
o =0 JLs
o>mere man could have passed through Gesthemane and endured the agony
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on the cross.

Now, to emphasize the humanity is not to discredit his diety in any sense.
e e /7

It only emphasizes the extent to which Jesus went for our salvation. He did not

> ent



walk across the stage of life as a play actor, pretending to be what he was
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not. Heb. 2:12-18, "In all things it behooved him to be made like unto his
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brethren that he might be merciful and faithful high preist in things pertaining

to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people." His Egggig;g identity
 —— i, ~— S et pueinig) -

with us on the E@x cross. And this is seen in our Lord's word, "I thirst."

He GEEsknowﬁ\thirst before. John 4:7. He stopped in the midst of a
g . e SIS,
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jorney and he talked to thef Samaritan Womanf> He m%a said, "Give me to drink."
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He doubtless was thirsty many times. But on the cross, this was a thirst indeed.
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Man may live many days without food. An (;Igaaaﬁ\namedﬁ%ééQEEEZQ_lived for 63

days without a bite of @f food. Mamxz  But )gq3can live only a matter of hours
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without water. This is true under normal circumstances, The crucifixion is one

-
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of the greatest tortures ever endured by man.

It had been many hours since Jesus had quenched his thirst. Perhaps the

Qa_f 1i_qgid) he had sipped was that at the supper 18 hmim hours before his cry on the
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cross.
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We must(rememberz at he sweat drops of blood in the garégg_gEﬂEggEggmane.
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Then the strai;ﬁof the trial, the rugged trip through the hills., This was taking
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wa away the mmisug moisture out of his body. Then he was nailed to the cross and

exposed to the open sunlight. Thirst indeed is used inéééi%%?iffggﬁ&g in



connection with fever. The mounting fever accompanied Jesus when he was suffering,
D

and his thirst was unbearable.
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His exhausted body is still fastened to the cross. His (fongue shas
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been parched by the very fires of hell. Luke 16:24,

N
(Mazbgfit was _merely a hi§per, but God heard his cry.

n athelgzé\in the midst of a race thinks only of one thing. The
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job tO/EQ/Z;ne. He concentrates upon this task in spite of his thirst. After

the.@ﬁzzggﬁ is won, he need no longer to think about the race or the contest.
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And here Qeéﬁ§ had conquered the struggle, He knowing that all things were now

accomplished, he asked for a drink of water.

gEEEQEhas given us the example when he faced the t&mgtatiogs in the
— V4

wilderness and he fasted for 40 days. He was not conscious of hunger until

toward the conclusions of those days. Even then he refused to provide bread

for himself. No relief came untilgafter the victoré)ovgg Satan was won. This
o

PN
is what (Paul 'meant in II Tim. 2:3and 5. "Therefore, endure hardness as a good

soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affxax

affairs of this life, that he may please him who has chosen him to be a soldier.”
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The<reason§why we have so few victories for Christ is because our chief
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concern is our 0@5 safety and security. All of us would like to wear the



victor's crown. If it were not for the £ price and self-sacrifice.

Remembemigggggﬁlgoked to Jes&§ and said, "What can Jesus do for me?"

(B;ZEWhen(MQEi}of Bethany asked, "What can I do for Jesus' with certainty she
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knew that when he told her he was going to die, she could do something.

How many people since that day have said, "What can he do for me?"

rather than "What can I do for him?"

(JohnZwas looking into duaéé}fillment of prophecy)fhat was taking

-/
place. We see that the 0ld Testament abounds in symbolic shadows. Heb. §:5.

There was a{prophecygthat the Messiah would come with the purpose not to destroy
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apart from a pgﬁgﬁﬁégxt. All of the scriptures in theééld Testament}pointed

toward Jesus. Even after his KESsNEREx
10 ~ES] N 2
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but to fulfill. And that fgd d;gmgggwggl%épt in burnt offerings and sacrifices

surrectipn, he talked to the disciplés
about the scfipEEEggA,Mgggg_égg“Eﬂ__gzggggts. In the light of this, the fifth

word, "I thirst". As we examine it, it was the fulfillment of a prophecy %m on

[ S——.
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//;he cross. Psalm 69:8 'They gave me gaul for my meat, and in my thirst, they
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gave me vinegar to drink.% Now this has the relation of a shadow.

Many many years before in Psalm 22:18, it was PrgEhggigdwihat.th_égléigFS

wakx would gamble for the clothes.

Psalm 22:7, that they wmkx would mock him.
PR
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Psalm 22:16 - "They pierced his hands and his feet.™
"‘/7"

(Jesus jhad reached this goal. Where wmmst would you have stood. And
today I think of those who are slow of heart to believe. We still think as we
stand in the sakiwa shadow of the cross — is it nothing to you, all you all that
pass by?

II, The Cry

"I thirst'" or "I am ® thirsty.' These are common words among us.

"I am thirsty," 'séié a child to %s its mother. "I am thirsty" says 4:55;;232;3
FLocaan - -

“
on the highway. "I am thirsty" says the(sick)man in his bed of fever. We are
T > -

familiar with the cry. We know that it would be met with a quick response. It is
P

the 6§§>that can easily, simply be sugpligé in the majority of cases.

When the(iggg}of the Son of God were thirsty, it was different. ¥ God

the( greator >§f this earthf and all the fountains &nd the str/eams, and yet here is

“

a cry. Is this cry real? gi;>it a natural cry?

Onee thing strikes us, much here. .His is the only cry heard at this time.
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There are w(f?%Lmen on the cross, but they utter no cry. { Ong is speaking evil, now

thegé?iz;)is praying, and Jesus is crying, "I thirst.'" How great this thirst must

have been.

Many/many times)he said, "My soul is troubled. My soul is sorrowful even



unto_death." But in this last moment, he says, "I thirst."” The cry was
oy M—?

to

real anguish., It was terrible for it was the cry of God. It is a:@é;;gai\
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cry - and to see strong men and women cry is something that helps us to have
=
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compassion. <ié£;;£igﬁwas that cry, it was the cry of one sinking into death.

Under the condemnation of man's éfg, under the weight of infinite guilt, he
o

was subjected to the whole wrath of the world.
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It was the cry of the/;ubstitutei) It was(ggkakxxxxyxxﬁ a mere man

of Israel. It was the cry of one suffering the awful agony - pain of death =
P g /

because of love. The Blessed Redeemer, the bride elect.
T—— - P
The awwf awful cry was the expressionwgiwbémilymenduxégge. It causes
us to think of what hell must be like. The unquenchable fire, the everlasting
et - = . m——————\_%/ e S

T
thirst,GﬁEEQmust be the weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. ("Have mercy
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upon me," crieg an in hell. And he said, '"Lazarus, that someone may

dip the tip of his Kimmxxim finger in water to cool my tongue, for I am tormented

in this flame."

The (scorching’sun is terrible. What must be an eternity of thirst in
' 7/
the heat of a devouring fire, having been(forsakep of all the fountains of water.
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And here is opening up the living water. Rev, 14:10. Hiss cry shows that his é;ﬁl”/

gz
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wasg undergoing the pains of hell,
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On the battlefield,\ the flow of blaod, the anguish of thirst. They
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tell us that wounded men fall in a rage when no one can get to the body. And

they cry, "Water, water water!? Jesus and his cry i¢ unspeakableh

This is the human side.

problem, the pastor said to her, "Amd Christ cares and understands." She said
e~ e e

~

d?‘ He was perfect, he was divine. How can he know about
e ra n___? o

my troubles?" Now Jesus went through all the hg;t and the sufg%ging and he was

st
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human as well as divine.ve prayed for the miracle of raip to have

refreshed his parched lips. He could have called a legion to deliver him. But

it is the humanity that calls for the water from Jacob's well at this time.

III. The Answer
. -V

Tt)seems that God was silent. But{ man answered this plea and this call.
( 57 = 4.~,, Q,—B_;7

Man answered this plea #r and this call.

avens when they

/
cry = God who %% looks down upon the needé when they pray to him - God who blesses
7~
those who are destitute, what terrible thirst it must have been. The @ the
; ol
hetregxxche 9015?1 the dust, the pain, and this cry of physical torment that

Jesus uttered.

A big hearted soldier))rushed in and showed somer pity. Perhaps you
e TM“"‘”” o,

could not see this in his heart and in his life. Bu ame forward with a bowl
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of vinegar and a sponée, and dipped it and touched it to the lips of Jesus.

P ) e

ishman Jwho was rather crude and rough during the

e T

displaced persons. There was a l%::%fzggéig_among them utterly lost. This
R e teemernisd ,

sinful rough Irishman gave his rifle to a comrad, picked up the little girl,

and carried her on his shoulders for miles and miles and miles. Now, there

der, who moisteped the 1lips of our Lord with vinegar, who
listened to his cry, and who answered that cry.
e S
Whencried out for thirst in the desert, God sent an ange

to & lead her to an un;gééLymil.

When!Israel Eried at Marah, God sweetened the water that was bitter

PO

for them.

iy he told Moses that there was a 52&%, and he
| S

smote the rock, and water came forth.

God g quenched the thirst of Samso'be opening a jawbone which he used
l;;;;;EE —==

as a weapon.

Butégég God answers nogl Not as Haxgax Haggar, or Israel, or Samson, or
g = 7

/i
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one of the g great onef who calls upon him.
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This is the hour of the power of darkness. 45;;;;>has taken the place
ettty g P T .
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of the sinner, and he must bear the sinner's anguish, of body and soul. He must
BT s

7

die the s%ggg;lg_gg%;h. And(?ventualliEJesus is going to say, YIt is finished."
7/ /

But there is silence in heaven until this transaction has taken place.

Jesus had won the victory. There is an illustration inﬁcolonial

historg.& The struggle between England a

The French troops were stovong

dared to attempt the

As he lay dying, he heard

the cry, ”Th%Z,EEB’ See them run." o‘runs?f he demanded. 'The enemy, Sir,

Da—
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Th{?sifuéﬁioﬁ here on the crosg - the water of life had been iﬁg%%gd

from Jesus. He had won the victory. It had been accomplished. This was the

grace of God, and we are heirs of this grace.
v-,_.-—-—-———-—7—

<§ d's great answer>to the cry of his son is this. He was going to
e PO st A S 8 P Al AT T sy,
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(raise him from the dead, anngg;Ebhim with glory and honor, and(%%ééig:him
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as the Prince of Peace, and enable him to give forgiveness and repentance.
——7

((iﬁe‘thirsted&that we might not thirst,

tells the story that WEEF he was a schoolboy delivering

morning‘gg;;pggers,_it was a financial-help for the family, and he would arise
N [ ERISUNRII S T ——

at 3:30 in the morning and the alarm would go off, and he remembers one winter

morning, the wind was blowing. It was miserable on a bicycle on the ralny day.

and after he warmed up a bit, he came outside ready to go on his way. And he

saw across the street the‘%amil Ford\ his father was waiting for him. The
S— éEiZ:Eg%EEE:Nﬁ [

father said, YSon, it's too cold and miserable to ride the bicycle on the route
T g -

this morning."” Bishop Kennedy says, "In gratitude, I can remember my feelings
e Pl St -

as if it had been yesterday. My daddy had to go to work early in the morain
'S et had_been yesterday. My daddy g ork egrly in the mording,

and(:zhad no legitimate g;g%%bwhatsoever upon him for his kindnesses. I think I

and
came closer to him that morningxkham I had a more profound understanding of what

L N

fatherhood m than at any other time in my life. I think that act of my own
S_meant 2

P

father who had gone far beyond a reasonable claim because of higelgyg and concern.
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And this was the word on the cross. The word of identification. I think my father

had gone beyond ax any reasonable claim because of his love and concern. Now, this

is(exactly}the great identification that Jesus made with the Heavenly Father when

——— T e e T S




he said, "I thirst."

(ﬁ;;was doing this so that/ke might sa%) "Let him that is a thirst, come,
A R

and whosoever will, let him come and taste of the water of life freely."

John 4:10 4 talks about the 1iv;'L_n§ wa%grs. He talks about flowing

S

rivers of water in John 7:38.

G, " )
Thord in] Rev. 22:17 The spirit and the bride say, come,

and let him that heareth, every Christian, say come. And let him that is a
Spp——

thirst, lost men, come. And whosoever will, let him taste of the water of life
o y

freely,
i

The(ﬁ}ﬁgglyprd foom the cross, if I might turn it around, is th@igg;E\
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for you to speak this morning. You must cry, "I thirst for God." For the Ham
[T SR P e — OO st | ——

Holy One is not beyond the sinner's reach. And if you should cry, you will receive
——ns

the answer.



