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THE FIRST QUESTION THAT MAN ASKED

Gen., 4:9

William nge_g!; mﬁm@iﬁ@“ was the first young man to Slig into

the Stib/—‘gplture of rootless, res;gess drig.-ng. Pis wandering and his lifestyle

assured himself that he would pay the price that was so di,f‘i’fgz_ent from everyone

else. (::ﬁ had he left. Te could not stomach their hypocrisy. The dlxi}__qgss, and

he denwp_:%ety that was in his hye and in his fargly. He was a young

man full of hostilities. And his name means spiédxa, And he used that spiéexe. -

on his brother Abel., He thought his b. Cain told everybody,
I'm going to make.dt big. I'm going to enjox the easy life. There is no_future
in grggigg_ghgsp. And he went around bragging about his dream. Perhaps, he was

il Vd
going to establish QaighEntggggiags. Fe was going to incorporate something that

P

was going to be big in this situation in which he farmed.

Put Cain's@revented him from really listening to what God had to say to
—-—-——-—?’—W

him. MHe just said, I've had it. Abel has got to go. And Cain got himself into a
—_—

rage.

NMow the @}Egih_%s were at|home/- in that first home that was divinely
M ——

appointed. That was the choicest bleg.sin%s that could have arrived. The increase

of the human family. The happiness of the race. TFven inspite of all of their

weaknesses - here were children, being God's gift. And they had been trained to

———

_@by their parents. They had been trained to by their parents. This
was aand it was located outside the garden. But still in Eden. Vhen
<7

man finds a(ggég) it should nev;; bg-gg;y far removed from God! The structure may

—_—

be very humble. There may be a garden. Iut it must have the mark of re'],/i_gion.
e

And this is one of the marks of a pious home - that it has to God.
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So this was a happy home - I am sure. Surrounded by all the happy foundations

that go dinto a home.

The brothers had worked for this. lMow this was necessary. No cormands

man with all of the powers that he has, to go out and conqugr the conditions of the
' e

Mot 5 - T 1
earth., MNow this is indispensatle. to sit_and be idle. Every man

e

has some kind of calling. And Cod puts it upon each heart, a necessity of toiling
=
for daily bread. Te should labor at some occupation for Cod's glory and for man's

good.

Now there are various(;igisions of 1&bs;?7 Different kinds of employment.
" L~

Tt would J_E every man excelled in the same type of workmanship. There

—

is a distribution of talents, and of worl:, and energies of mankind.

Tt is very useful that many professions and trades be carried on. Now the
parents, perhaps, helped these hoys select their work. T do not know. But it was
very helpful. These brothers wqrked together.d he open air. They had an outdoor

Yow evidentl worked with @__-_

animals. Cai worked and Ytilled] the i Cgltivated the land.

d

employment, They worked in the

7
Mow the parents were wise also that they instructéd these brothers to
-

Therefore, they came from the same home. They were educated by the same parents.
They were trained to worship the same Cod. And at the same time, they were
instructed to worship at the And present their gifts to God.

Mow this

were brought. gg}a brought the Fruid of the ground. ﬁhgi brought the(zzggfiiﬁéb

of his figpk. The one that was bloodless and the other was bloody. Fach one

offered as he thought in his daily calling.
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srought the fruit - not fruits of the earth. But the offerings with the’ hands

- as many worshippers of God still do. Abel brought of the fattest and the best of

o S

hi So should all of Cod's worshippers reserve for him the firét fruits of

their vears - their powers, their labors, and their increase. é

Ll 24 a-.éé-ﬂ%g_c,\.fd
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Now the elder brother's offering brought an acknowledgement of his dependancew

upon God and an expression probably of the true God - possibly he recognized Cod's

claim. lNow th@ brother declared a CW. And a faith in

atopnipg blood. In a hope of divine mercy. Now their worship revealed the state

of the heart. And that is the essential thing. In the offerings of the brothers,

in faith - trustipgwin the promises. Look&g@- now without faith in

the lamb of God’ who died',f_‘{{_s.jib—m@rshij“can be accepted. But it was in

obedience that Abel worshipped. In the way prescribed - the most costly. It was
sincerity. Cain was merely a foremost. But Abel worshipped God in spirit and in
_truth, MNow here is the hypoerisy and the formalism that accompanied the ritual.

Prov. 21:27, Isa, 1:13-15, Matt. 6:5.

The offeringsyand the@f worship was abs_glutely@and not acceptable

unto Cod. Because the first fruits of the g:rougd was not acceptable. So here was

a distinction. That we have to understand a to man'sifirst great question
—

that he asked.

Let us look into this in@ or four different ways. Here is theE%
= revelation. Here is a!s’e_a’rsbing-'.lnvestigation. Here is afsignificant question.
N —— ey
And here is [sorrowful condemnation which follows.




I, THE SADDEST REVELATION - V. 1-8.
B e i = -

These brothers were adversence. The unjustifiable thing that it caused

in the emnity thatw and their worship is a proof of the

corruption of the human heart. It was an occasion through envy - that is the

saddest revelation, . was wrought up because of his brother. Unbeéie;g;g often
o — — e )

take offense at beliewess. Because of the hlessings that they receive and of course

- the unbelievers despise.

Thiss very much manifested in that he was angry with Cod. What can

be said of envy. The Bihle itself ask who shall sgtand before envy. It is the

weapon of little mean men. FEnvy is a consuming evil. The envious person wants

something that helongs to somebody else.

4@ man to be envious aboyt in his relationship to other men. God gave

one man Cf;lre talents)and another waq two; And he give you and me gg— Who are we

to be disturbed or concerned in the matter. ley can use that one talent that he has
=)

/

given us and not let it gg to waste.

In the w, we see how @— thelationship leads
to another. UInvy led on and on until cgld blooded mur was its final outcome. It
Qh_______.éé,__gggi was 1ls 17

begets other sins. Tt multiplies itself. Tt never stays alone. Sin has many forms
and many expressions. And the case of Cain, there was the envy that dominated him.

Tmtil he took his brother out in the field and his brother lay dead by the hand of

-@ggg!can C

Cain. One can visualize this deed.

ain be thinking about now.

— i

Vere is the ked /blood of his brother. The children of the same mother. The same
g::&k-1§—— ~



father. The {red)blood of one lrother stains the earth by the cruel hand of the
ns Lthe earth DY I the

other hrather.. Vhat is Cain thinking about. Perhaps he says to himself, this man

shall not get ahead of me. Fe shall not be on top. Fe is out of the way - he is

dead.

d. That is a solemn fact that men and women so easily forget.

Cod is not dead. Andcame to Cain in that crucial hour — that very time.
N, ——

had:uugugthiﬁ_h;g;he} to go out on ﬁigff;;;f And while they were out in a remote
-__\u-_ ——————

( field:é the brother was unsuspecting, Cain walked over to him and put his sphete

>

through him. And his brother's life blood soaked into the earth. We can only

figure out that Cain dug a hasty, shallmﬂgéééégl So that it would be unobserved.

And pushed Abel, still warm, into the hole and covered it with dirt. And made it

—

look like a recently plowed field.

dvas committed through the spirit of persecution on account
j -~ .

And since that time, in every land, streams of blood have flowed from

the persecuting spirit. There goes on a(lé:ainglrelggé;z And some of the areas

in the far away lands from us. Over beliefs of religion.

The thought fg,;;ZZ - whoever does right. Whoever obeys God has accepted Cod,

and received the W}z&ess of God by those very facts - condemms the one who does wrong.

Sinners hate you as Jesus said to his disciples. As they have hated me, so they
' /

will hate you. Thus it was soO with Cain. He hated his brother. And this is the

saddest revelation - envy and hatred.

But Gc&%__?rmt_dﬁd—k_
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I1, THE SEARCHING INVESTIGATION - V, @

—
God is not dead and ] ays, , thy brother. The Lord

ﬂ insisted on cggf.l;i:r:}gmﬁg, On the good for nothing Abel. | The Lord did not say anything

about Cain. Ue came to investigate.- But 1t was for his stupid brother. INow why did

God keep dragging in Abel all of the time. Cain was very erked. (@)

brotherie Andasked the most searching investigation that God carried on. Cain
——— ~

insisted that he did WMS. But God reminded him in this

{ nvestigation, that his brother's blood cried unto Jleaven from the ground. Cain,

perhaps, th that he could creep away fromﬁa@cod knew that the blood was

../‘/

3 rying from the earth. You remember that bit of‘bout the great avenger.

Tiix false systems and the word

e

Truth forever on the scaffold

Wrong forever on the th‘r_o_tf

Put the scaffold sways the future
And behind the dim unknown -
Stands God within the shadows

Keeping watch above his own.

([ Tir
B&Wdﬂd. Yot in one single case.\ Whatsoever 3 man

lr
soweth, that shall he also reap., And how terrible sin, my brother - my friend

tonight — be sure your sin will find you out. Tven the Bible says the stone will

cry out of the wall. -Yes, it will cry out and reveal the awful secret of sin.

\-_\__.
The searching investigation that God carries on. You { then first

don't you., It was, where %" And you are responsible to God

yourself, And now God asks where is thy brother. You are going to be responsible
to Cod for others. The word brother here, if we take it in the strictest Christian
sense, means another Christian brother. We must beware of the fatherhood of God

and the brotherhood of man - and making it so weak. But in our text here - it is

the nature kinship. It refers too and involves kinship. And this bears to every
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other human being. fizbyou are a brother in the Christian sense, it means that you
— e S

have greater responsibilitys

Paul says, kinsman according to the flesh. When God asked this
e E——

question, where is thy brother.

It probably \Lappened)on the next

Here before, they had appeared before God. And now Cain comes alone. In his hands,

Af;gLJQEQLhad murdered Abel.

he probably had some offering., But also, his hands were covered with his brother's
blood. Therefore, before he could present an offering - he had to give an account.

0f his brother's absence - where is Abel, thy brother.

Then

Now this is something that is very stirring - like|{ n Matt. 5:23.

he talks about the need of a@ coming _tworshl £ J.thout envy in his heart. Therefore,

if thy bring thy gift to th@ﬂ{émembereth that twen has ought against
thee, leave there thy gift M and go thy way. First, be_gz%d to

thy brother. And then come and offer thy gift.

, the pro,he , in the Sth chapter says - V. "4 I hate your fegst days

- t1\0ugh you brincr me burnt offering and meat offerinps, I will not accept them but
B =

let Justlce run down as waters. And let righ;gggggess become a mighgx gtream. The

s came to their appointed_g_laces of worship. Pearing gifts in their hands

hands were bloody by their oppression. Their neglect of the poor and

not taling care of their brothers.

This was empt& worship. And there are millions of people in the earth who

exist today in the same way. They need the bread of life.




ITI. THE SIGNIFICANT OUTSTION = V. 9

7
__The significant question. This follows the

investigation o%ggd.._ Cain replied,@c;%,! On the surface, it was evident

that it Aas a liey, Cain did knpgg ere his brother was - he had murdered him.

He was buried. And to the sin of murder - he-/:a@ the sin of lying. And the
irst sim was against his fellow man. The second sin was against CGod.

How up to date is this lie that Caip_threw-into the face of God. FEven while
— N

Abel's b Cod. Cain denied that he had any knowledge of his condition.

Abel cried to God. And here is man - pretending no knowledge of his fate.

I
The significant question - Cain charged God wi with follx. He says, am I my
= ———— = st

brother's keeper. Ie would have been

@ f he had sa d, I am my brother's murderer.
T g N T e e 4

He charged God with the idea that he had no respon51bility for his brother. Abel's

fate was Cod's reﬂsponsihility and not his.

e
\ Wtranslates this question f how do I know. Am I a _shepherd E.Wi-
e ﬂ
In short he ij Or you should look after him. Why ' should T .
bother with him. )

Is that somewhat the(;ttitﬁ'dé‘ﬂaﬁ Am T my brother's keeper. (! H%I have to

play shegherd to this_sheep. @M to give an acc_ggt of myself regarding

my brother's welfare. Is this your attitude - that everybody has his own religion

today. So let him practice his own religionm. And we'll practice ours.

Did you know that the conditions in the world had gotten so today that men try
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to meet it on the surface and they never try to seek to fulfill the desires of their

souls. They grab Communism and they say that is our religion., They take hold of

atheism as old David Lord George said,‘it is Christ or caosjl‘

o
e said, to Israel and Judah, 2700 years ago - either vyou will
serve me. Or else I will allow you to go into captivity. God meant that. Am I my
e e TR T e
B

brother's keeper. Ue made an attempt to evade all responsibility for his brother's
—

whereabouts. The fact that human responsibility is everywhere a scene in thegBible.?

And is very much in the same way enforce today. Man's responsibility of one human

being for another is every where a fact in Cod's word.

( We ?are bound up together in the matter of life. must not ignore this relation-—

ship. MNo member of society can da{e say, to another member of soeiety - or to another

vV

race, or one country say to another country = T have no relation to you and T go on my
: —

way ignoring you. People everyvhere assumes that we have the human responsibility.

I am my brother's keeper That is the significant things about this question.

— =T qma,,,.w:nogc.

" V,-d try to land at their port - they will ask you

e —
fl Many times, they demand that you have a Doctor's certificate
saying youyhave had your shots for small pox and certain fevers. If you cannot show
ey
that certificate, you cannot enter that country. In that way, they are responsible
for their brother's keeper.
In the olden days ip
———

- especially a child. The law was for_th-% retectiom of the people. In the 01d

[f thelreq-ers in the ha field, that they

r——

Testament times, it was |

should leave the stray heads of wheat in the fields - so that poor people could come

jr—
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able to gleam in the The well to do must think of the poverty
= — T-——-f
stricken, the needy. The strong must think of the weak. Ve are our brother's

keeper.

Think about the parable of t : passed a

One man a priest,
man bruised and bleeding along the roadside. Vent on his way. Another man, a

Levite came and looked on and hurried on his way. And the third man, a Samaritan,

looked at the injured man - and had compassion. Dregsed the victims wounds and put

him on his own beast. And took him to an inn. And stayed with him through the night.

—

And said to the inn keeper, I will pay this man's bill whatever is necessary. And

B

T will pay whatever care you give him when I come again., This man has nothing, he

'rthigketh thou, said

The one who looked after the needy man was answered. Yes,

has been robbed - I will pay his bill. Mo

Jesus - was his neighborlj7
e —

said Jesus, go thou and do likewise. The third man felt that he was his hrother's
keeper. That is the law of God. That is the moral government of Heaven. Ve may
not, must not, dare not be indignant to any human being anywhere in all of this

great world of oérs.

This question is a significant question because we need to practice this among

41 humanity.

@J here were no religion an

account to God, but the command demands. If we f1ﬁ57iwmﬁkigithe roadside, bruised,
R < R
bleeding and helpless - we ought to help him. We are not to pass by on the other

—_—

side. If people who are too sick to care for themselves, too poor to care for

where, if we did not have to give an

themselves, care must be provided. If there are men and women who are under-privileged,

we cannot ignore that situation.

Ve have the example and the deed of Jesus to help us at all points.
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(Eggigi}ent about doing good. The son of man came not to he ministered unto
- b3
but to minister and give his life a ransom for many. As my father has sent me

into the world, said Jesus, even so - send T you.

Fven when Jesus was dying on the cross, if he had saved himself - he would not
Y ==

have been adequate to save you and me. We would have no atoning or sin bearer, or

redeemer. Jesus everywhere pictures the unceasing careful concern that he has for

the need of humanity.

— This same principle governehen he said, I am debtor both to the Greeks

and to the QEEEEEEEEE; T am debtor to all men - to the last limit of my power to

help. Paul said. And Paul QEX; the example for us - to serve mankind was a test

of his faith. And he talked about service in this way. This is the way of happiness,
usefulness, and joy in a person's life. Here is a significant question - where is

he. I do not know. If I did - what have I to do with him.

Suppose I fail to regard my responsibility and relation to him - then what?

)

And that's where we come to our fourth point.

Iv. SORROWFUL CONDENNATION

.,
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) 4 . g e ‘:; bq
the condemmation. V.\l0-11l, And thy brother s blood h&“says, “is upon thy
hands. What a solemn fact, what an ingiségggble condemnation. That was reaped out

upon Cain.
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And

to others.

W 35 telling Cain that he had a prominent responsibilit

o

Cain had shrugged his shoulders of this - he had thought he would soon be clear of

all of this.

But the earth cries first because of that blood. The earth cries - and what

a fact. Whenever the ground is soaked with human blood - the earth cries out.
—

out because of thig‘plood that was shed. Think about this. The

ome - a family - a mother and father. And here was
o e e o

——

home cries out. Here was g

a2 home that was crushed because of the brother's blood cries unto them because of

- -~

what has happened in this home. Cain was unfaithful, to his brother - to the point
—-\r‘_,___/":)

of his murder.

Did you know today that parents can do the same thing to their children. Just
forget their children. Decome so busy in their work and in society, that they
trifle with the sanctity of the home even. Without knowing the jqéggggg;_ﬁgx_}g_ﬂ

}C"ng:/ﬂovn the road. Oh that men would realize that there is a judgement day. And this

home, this institution had been trifled with. The great basic unit that Cod had
- fusﬁt“iﬁVfﬁﬁwﬁhqu And this was to achieve and work for Cod.

Vel )

T wonder what you are doihg about your home. Is your wife a believer in

Christ. Is your husband.

These are great eternal matters as we think about the relationship in our

home. And what a tragedy here that even the home cried out over this shed blood.
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Pecause this man was not concerned about

/ cried out.

_h‘-‘ The whole ¢ormmu
= Ardt

another. We was not his brother's keeper. And we should know that all of the

government we have in our city - all %kinds of evil has sprung up and decay will
; <

come. And it will destroy things. But every person in this city should take an

interest in the welfare of the city. And just think of what is involved and help
B

your city. Become your brother's keeper in your city. And do what you can to

help vour city.

"‘m
- come thou and reign over us._ The olive tree

said, T can not, I must bear olives. Then all of the trees turned to tge figz

tree, and said - come thou and reign over us. And the fig tree said, no, I must

hear figs. Then all of the trees came to the
And the wvine said, I must.bear
rule over you. Then all the trees of the fleld turned to th

bramble does not bear fruit nor give shade. It was of no use to the community.

So, all the trees turned to the bramble and said, come thou, and wz&nd

the bramble said, very well, come and trust in my shadow. I will be your 5

cit

and everywhere. And this ?s'" a g;:at matt&er.
over us. I think America is being afflicted by citizenship that is bad. Even

by good men. That they insist. Well, what is the affairs of Chesapeakd to me, they say.

A



-14-

It ought to mean a great deal to every citizen - in this great city of ours. Your

relationship. Tvery man and every woman ought to be filled with pride. I am going
= T

to do my hest for this city. I will make it a clean place, to live in. By God's
pra———

help - I'll do what I can.
e

——

The hlood cried out against the society. Am I my brother's keeper.

0f course he is.

Every creature needs to realize this. That he %; his brother's keeper. And
what a tremendous responsibility that the prophet demanded of God. Because God
said I have made thee a watch dog. And if thou art not faithful in thy word and
testimony among the people, I will require thy safety at'thy hand. Therefore, we

must teach the word of God.

This is a sorrowful condemnation because pain is marked by unfaithfulness.
-_____——-—-——_-'—-—-—-

God appointed a sign in V.llZ, 13, 16, He says you are going tg(iill)the ground
1 ~ = -

and it is(not)going to yield. You are going to be a vagabond. And Cain says my

punishment is greater than I can bear.

aﬁli;ﬂﬁéﬁaf \iz;;j)- I think this is one of the sorrowful things in the whole story here.
R
= /

yg;ll.t out from the presence of the LordJy What a S_@_Lg_ﬂ.d..ﬂnﬂmﬂn.l:ﬁ% on a man's

life. God had told Cain that he was going to not have a permanent place - his

life was going to be that of a wanderer. MNe refused the responsibility for others.
v

And Cain had shrugged off this responsibility - he was going to get clear of it.

And many things worried him. Cain thought someone would murder him. Somebody was
going to evenge that day. And there were going to be people who did not care if

he lived or died.
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Butd him that he was going to protect him. But he existed in

a life of restlessness, unable to be at home anywhere. V. 16. And somebody has
well said that Cain became the world's first hippy. Because of his uneasy,

wanderings, his vain imaginations, his restlessness.

And this was a sad condemmation.

Think about this tonight. lere is a ev ation A

And Cod comes with a searching investigation - where is your brother. And Cain

- :;f?quu VliﬁfLaA&r1€Jn?iii%$§ff:}ih‘ar:pzamkr;A:Sr
Tt Yshma PV o s Blackay

( nin£20§ that tonight in your own heart. Imagine one of you tonight saying, i

31 am not my brother's keeper. I have no responsihility toward him. I am

looking cut for number one. Yog5Fan count on that. Dut here are these earthly
v

relationships that involve the daily duty. That afford us the opportunity to

discharge our responsihilities to Cod. The spirit leads us in this way.

a Sunday night service

?‘ﬂ

~
A deacon_in.the church of God. 1In the
— r:nt‘)m\'-'-?gy,gyﬁw y o Sl

S lgorinfiyy public duts

, or responsibility to the administration, the witness, and
. R b

tl‘% of the church of God.

;?ﬁ"’gﬂ Then why not cogsider also the [ kteacher who thinks that I have
- B —

accomplished my ;{}lole mission - I get together a little group on Sunday morning
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for ﬁ_&mﬁs and T give them what T have thought about. And then I let them go

until ngEE_EEEggy without any regard for the fﬁthﬁhéégééigg}“ﬂﬁll do far more_..

to stabilize people in the way of righteousness than any 30 minute teaching that

—

he can do.

ﬁ?‘gﬁ* Think abouf Ch.ristiansz what did Jesus say. He said,< ve zre the liéht of the
uhffx“ ick = —
world. Tn you, how great is the darkness. (Ye :re the Ealt of the earth. But if

the salt has lost its savor, wherein shall it be salty. It is good for nothing

but to be cast out and trodden under the foot of men.( Ye are living e istles

of Christ - known and xead.of all men. Seen of all men. Your example and faithful-

ness, the usefulness, the high principle of it are woxth far more than all of the

-
e

opd - maybe thy sister's blood. May be

crying tonight because of your bad examp 1¢ Because you have mot been your

RN

brother's keeper. Fow serious it is. And how careless we are concerning our

‘ 14
testimony for Christ. You need tonight, to say with God's_help -—E will live

¢ !
a more consistent LChristian. li,f.e,._,g By word and by deed.

\ There are Christians who have been pulled down because of th :f.nactivity of

Cm::'._:s_/t,}__a.__n.s_who lose fellowship with Christ. They @ contact with the church

They W. Jyou kqow an G.nactive lChrLﬁQ; @3, that one

is your responsibllity .are the keepers of our brothers and sister. Look about

eI . -mmm‘\]

us and find the inactive, and backslidden Christians. It is within our power to

restore them to active life in the church. can ask thcm

your Lord., Is the carelessf _force, d@fensibl . Is it helpful. (Ts)the course that

T A

you are taking going to g‘lorifz God. Is the course you are following going to
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magnify the church. (E% the course that you are taking - will it challenge sinners
-.‘________.—-—-—:3
T4

to say that that person has been with Jesus. Is it a way of life that will help

humanity understand Christianity.

gy 1&% ﬂWWv%WLM bl
Wb/ 2i2ff %;“ 2 s et Aprols

There areftime% when we need/re—commiEEEE§£3 As active Christians.

— = g,

. . who will say I am the inactive pne - T will comg back into the
= = O A T 4 i e """'"""""“"'"
u&éﬁ@fﬁfﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂa&%ﬁiﬁgtw=pIs there someone who will say I have never come and taken

a stand for Christ. T know that this is right. 1I'll give that my attention at
this moment. I invite you - even this day, to surrender to Christ. Will you say,
I yield, I choose, I desire. I'll give my life. And listen, Jesus says that him

that cometh to me will in no wise be cast out.



