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THE FIRST WORD FROM THE CROSS

Luke 23:34

The seven words of Jesus spoken from the cross enabled us to trace

somewhat the story that is sacred to all of us. The cross is where we begin.

And we want in these first Sundays to take our stand beneath t]

e cross of

Jesus and to examine these words., There are seven of them, in which he spoke.

- \
Ve .
Thékﬁzfiﬁ)word had to do really with prayer and the place was most un-—

likely. The lqﬁg;p;agg perhaps in all the world that anyohe would have expected

to hear a prayer. And perhaps the last people on earth expected to hear anyone
i . o
- .
praying were the RQTEE/§pldie" » who had just crucified Christ. They were

accustomed to their victims cuggigg their spectators, condemning the soldiers.

During the lifetime of Jesus he had ta men fo;QEVéﬁégfg He had told

men to ylggiwgggjgupwho~eufsed him and do good to those who hated them, and to

pray for those who pursecuted them.

The word uttered here was a word frow the cross from the lips of death.

And words are like pictures. They help us to see.

botice the plac

- X§§E§E¥of all we e was unlikely

J The crucifixion was the

most inful method of execution that evil minds ever devised. So terrible was
‘MT\__,

it that the Roman law forbade its use in the case of Roman citizens.

It consisted in an uprightpizre with a beam across it. The upright

s

plece was placedfirst in a +hole in the ground. With the cggég‘piece lving f%at

on the ground. The victim was made tb ldie

TRnEE AT

with his arms outstretched.
//“' ~



And they say after jerking the arms_éggm;ggsﬁggg/gﬁfﬁeint to render the

victim helpless - his arms were bound by ropes to the cross beam, Then nails
; ounc -OpES b - G2 =i

were driven through the feet, higgg, and into the wood. After the victim had
been drawn into position, the beam was fastened to the upright - with the body

perhaps about 2 eet above th

e ground. Finally the vi,

ry 1 a
wSQQRiwgﬁgﬁ&Kfre crossed
and an iron spike through them into the upright beam.

In all probability it was while this was taking place, they were nailing
him to the cross, that he began to pray. While the men spoke words of hatred to

him, the thief cursed him, he was praying.

they say that Jegugwp;a&edwga$§wg@axexwmanywti§5§.w That is, he

prayed it OVQE”EEE\SXEE again., This tells us something of his love and his mercy.

=
b \was directed to the Father. This was a moment of triumph. Amidst

” wmm&?

all the strife, he ‘addressed God as Father.

T his was the attitude of Jesus toward all men who walked in darkness.

While man was doing his work, he was praying for man.

Now this was/mot)a word too many, or a word too few,

There are some who would try to take away or to add words to the list.

But before the darkness descended, Jesus spoke, Father forgive them for they know
e — P &

npt what they do. We must remember that he will speak other words - verily, I say

unto thee, today thou shall be with me in paradise. Woman, behold thy son, behold

thy mother, My God, my God, why hath thou-forsaken me. I thirst, and it is

finished. And Father into thy hands I commend thy spirit,



The most

6..nor the place of prayer
AR G e

as we would consider it., Even the Roman law would have said, an eye for an eye

and a topth f tooth. But here is a most unusual man. While those men curse

him, he prays for them.

jgg/h§g§~§Mg}ggg/gixgggyer. It was ood.place. There were

no nails in his hands, no curses, no crowd. And here he prayed thy will be done.

, a place of dgggh, EEEE’ of the ngils - no one would have

ever thought that was a perfect place for prayer.

Jesus held fast to his mission. He was concerned for others and for

people. And this was sincere,

P
He prayed,<§§thgyfgg£§iye“;hgm. The Centurion who had crushed him to the

ground, the blood, spike that had torn the palms of his hands, the crowd that
e . s

had cursed him, the sg%g%ggg*;hju;xﬁgempartin his garments and gambling for them.
\”—/”'—_‘7 g
This prayer went up to Heaven and reached the Throne.
-
- .

can one find a greater inspiratigg_ﬁgr,f%%gh than this. It was not
unusual - for a man being crucified to speak on the cross. But his words usually

were wild expressions of pain. Curses against God and against those who were

causing him to suffer.

The prayer proves to us that thas unshaken in all of this
- _,._7\'«

experience, The salvation of the world was come out of this prayer and this cross.

tion offered
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not

<Fir$§ I_do not thigk. it wa

praying a request to cancel all of the penalty, of all the sins of those who

were standing around the cross.
e T

We remember, he said to the wom e way to the cross, of Jerusalem

- weep not for me, but weep for yourselves and your children.
\\.__,_-—--

——

V. 28-30. This was a prophesy of the coming wrath upon Jerusalem.

Such a request would have been inconsistent to man's freedom. And to
divine justice. Forgiveness and pardon could not be thrust upon them.

Jesus never granted pardon except to individuals who petitioned it by

faith. And he will grant pardon to you or to any man, if you ask it. But he

will not force it upon the crowd.

e a
Wm it was not ajfetition as justifying all ignorance.
DIty DT AR e 1‘1f=‘d;;w’:‘v,
T

mayihave been ignore of Jesus and his eternal son-ship.
ignorant to the fact that Jesus was the Meﬁg;éh: But they knew that it was for

envy and not justice that they had brought Jesus to Pilate.

e This, in the fhird place, was & petition of special Fewa . Jesus was

not asking that this was especially for tn9§§~EEEEE§,2§££”in the crucifixion.

e T

The cross was the instrument that put him to death. And it was to be an agent of

b1%§§igg. It Would have been contrary for him to say, Father, destroy them.



But we know that he could have summoned a lag@nﬂ\gg_angels to his
o~

rescue.

Jesus in the past had often granted the forgiveness of sin and ealled

on the Father to forgive them.

Now this does @ﬁﬂ@g&erance only to the four seldiers who carried

A

out the order. He is praying for his enemies. Those immediate responsible

for his death. The false wit

nesses, Pilate, the_gfb, the soldiers who were
Borort Bt v o —

cruel. Peter, who had denied him., There was enough guilt for all.

v >,

i.%c,la)_gesus . as ‘it just thos e people around. EMQ%‘S

in Palestipgqg;wghggwgimgﬂ Were we not present, standing there, in the midst

of that group. And cannot you not see(iég)were among the crucifiers. Christ

was reviled, he reviled not again. He knew everyone who had beaten him, nailed

him on the cross.

He answered his crucifiers with silence. He did not call down to them.

But he called up to God, for the power to forgive.

or indifference, or denial has gone into godliness.

yli&igﬁ?ﬁhad nailed

oo

in a n@Eggpal language, Hebrew. In the offici language, Latin, Common langgaé%$w
I 2% SRR R e T T : S AT
*
Greek... The languggg\gf,zgligion. So the language of government, the language \\\
of culture - all of this demanded his crucifixion. The Romans applied the power.
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The Greeks ignored him. The religious people rejected him.
In the New Testament it is said of the Gentiles who knew not God. They

had a knowledge of him, they had heard of him., But they do not know him in

their souls. Thus, these crucifiers, Jesus is saying, that ,,,vsgulg_wt;hgy_

do not understand what they are doing. It was a deliberate sin.

O L B e N TR
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Now Jesus di@gﬁ¢ }pray a

who had knowledge. To the gggg;fs;Jesus was aagge;ende;,to Eg%:Fhrqng&J To the

Jews, he was blasphemous. To the spldie

And to the mob, he was just a dreamer.
Lt P

But remember Jesus had his heart in it. One word

is tremendous word. The pardon of his enemies,

wiiag#}played fast and loose with him.

.mob) had, howled..at him,

5 i
gL

nemies. Bless them that curse you.

Do_good té them tha;wga_ you., 4E£9X’f°r them who despitely persecute you. Few

of us know perhaps what it really means to forgive. We have never been as deeply

wronged as Jesus was,

One of the

:.thy neighbor and hate.thy.enemyy)-.Curse those

who have persecuted and wronged you. Jesus prayed, they know not what they do.

e



This is something 6f the depth of love - did not Judas know. Did not
the high priest know. Did Herod know. Did the soldier's know or was it just

a day' s work for them,

Jesus knew that they needed forgiveness.

ITI.

Now as Jesus spoke this from the cross, the first word - I think two or

three things we can summarize.

'\-{,//” 7::‘//. R e
’ @’ Jesus was praying that the cruciflxlon might continue g}}{e

o R T e

I T s
wanted to ggsume their debts. He wanted to be their saviour. And he was

willing to pay with the last drop of his bl«

It is now i and the angels couldn't come and rescue him, He

was laying down his life and they were held back.

raying that WQMMWMV

o In the place, I think he w

%:ﬂgﬁfwas expressing the same thing in the hour

of death asdbur Lord - lay not this sin to their charge. Acts 7:60.
iy ey T T TETY - _—7

The idea is to wave certain..

-axeég-that were used as a dggg#g£~§>hn%g%p

upon men. And so here was a compassionate plea ~ loose this man, f give him of

his debt. Take this butdén away from him. p

[j;é%%>Eas,aet—askingwehatdthei e ignored. A righteous God could not

do that. Now, he was calling upon the Father. Knowing that they had great need



for forgiveness.

Ve

i tfmmere not. ignorant all together.

SRR

thlevesﬂwera not unmindful of Jesus.

g

The point, they did not understand the significance of sin and its

consequences.

yird place, this fﬁzgsﬂyggd from thevcross the

It sought to, intercession Vthat ggdgement

Now this was really the heart of the request, that the ﬁxafhhgiAGod wait for a
N s

- suffer little

children and forbid them n But the Diéciples were directéd

to insist that they interfere with the chlldren. We see that on the cross here.

little while., The word used here is the same word as Ma

That these may have been ignorant of the tragedy of the cross and the tragedy of

the Gospel message.

Jesus did not w1sh that i

m 11gg~Ehgﬂ\lash of the llghtning,

e —
and ggrth pon them and cast them into justice and
judgement. No man would have had a chance for salvation because no man deserved

a chance.

But Jesus said hold back the winds of wrath.



He said, Father pogtrons.the..¢ i ement. Give them

And because of that prayer, the Gospel has beengproclaimed to many unworthy

sinners. And they have been saved.

does God seem to pass by the wigked men of this nation. Now they éo not
s T T R A A e Sk iR e e PSR

deceive God, but God may postpone that men may escape. But unless they turn

e

to Jesus, they will never escape their sin and be saved.

That they might have¢ an)opportunity was the cry.o

Jesus. from _the

P 2 - W ZolD S Meoger 0 )
W —Town Sosnichd) <o Ve wzm;/ﬁ e Ve s A

yver of Jesus, God _let him s;ay on the cross.

(i£4§gggg§g'gggmgg§~§,urong—agaig§g\zg§;,yo 1mmedia¢e1y forgive hlm.gfvﬂﬂ?ﬁunk“

But until he repents of his wrong, and asks for your forgiveness, the broken

fellowship cannot be mended.

Now the/f6?§§§§§§§§ of God cannot become effective until you repent. of
your sin.

il

WE ofte"wonaé“ why 1t is that God delays hlS JudgémeQE against us and
S ~ . >
¥

e

against nations born in sin.

N

QEi1f%l/wa§EéH_Eié‘ﬁénds—ﬁf*thE“matter. Thousands recognize that there

is sin in their lives and yet they are not saved. Still God through his mercy
has delayed his judgement, and if you will repent, then you can have this pardon

which is willing to forgive.
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ssiawagdvﬁiplﬁgd? 7 Russians were held prisoners

During the?betwee

in a little town hall of a Finighmyil%ﬁmg. They were to be shot at,sunrise.,

They were cpmmunists, godless, unbel}gzgfs. They had not hope of time

e

or eternity.

Some of them even cursed God. and beat on the wall with their fists,

o sing

ooy s

'Safe in the Amms of Jesus, Safe on His/
gentle breast, There by his love:'or shaddowed, Sweetly my soul shall rest.

Hark, is the voice of angels, Born in a song to me, Over the fields of

Glory, over the Jasper Sea.,'" /

R Mww—.m 5

When the verse was finished, éne.of the fellows broke out - whereydid _

you get—that from? Arg you.

This was the song of a man by the name of Koskinen. And he replied in
= 200 e T2

b@%w«-mé‘wﬁﬁf

tears, listen to me a moment.

e

f,.(,,' y , o
Abea. L Lirsr.heard that song from the Salvatlon.hrmy, I.laughed-too. But

\__/-
the song-got me, It is a coward that would hide his beliefs. The God my mother

believed in has now become my God,>
/_/

ur, to hide

Wlasxwg;gggjand suddenly I felt T had tovfi%%yawsg, T,
in, Then LAkgggﬁ)like the thief. .on~the .cress. That—is—our-second-word fromthe——
E ”""‘-hn»"""\\w>~~ e
cfoss—for-next-wonths And Christ cleanged me and he made me ready to die.

T PSS

During that night many Bible verses came, and many verses from hymns. And

A
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followed.

f the condemned @gn_said,exnu_eremgigbt. If I on}y knew

blood and

that there was mercy foer-me too.- But these hands have mine | ha

I have reviled God - T have trampled-on Holy things. Would you pray for me.

He sanks«to the ground in dispair. The—Eyg/men\Egeyed.

Q;hout~&—AT;Mf - all_7 men were praying and soon all of them found the

R~ s et L

Baviour as the joy of his 1ifeM§;;;e§W§hw;;w§9uls. They sang oléHHYﬁﬁs.

Ty the Z\Ten were marched out to face the end with

-u._‘,.,\_ wa,ww

their hands 1ifted up to Heav n, and at last they ment to meet God

) \41’
T hey haé:ene nié;E\to turn_back..to him, Jesus iééﬁ;i;;ng - Father,
> = s

Wecneed to accept

hold.back.t

£ S
his mercy even now. 4 '



