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THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT
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the Sabbath Day - to keep it holy. : 27/7‘4{“ /)
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Thetm tonight is the word God tells g""‘"‘&j *

verything else - da}% nape

God needed only o /

here to tell us to remembher Botep

Vi

vou to remeﬁher. Now practical

duties/ And we forget to keep Cod's Day that is set apart for us. ' -_"
e
We will remember this day as a holy day. Tultit ge 4t &6 c%ass,

lounge. around, and amusements’of all sorts. And they make all kinds of interpre- ‘.
v /
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tations concerning this day. Z’euem““‘”* ._ﬁr_‘mg} Wi Gprorchhess ?‘%Jm 3 7
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The #orﬂmndment is found in E)Mtlso in Dw:mdus says

remerber, while Deut. says ébserve)— ke%our guard the Sabbath Day. Both of

these have the idea to keep it holy. And the purpose of keeping it holy is setting

S
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it apart. And this agrees with Cod's primary purpose. This is wha GCod commanded
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The \intenf of this commandment was to place emphasis on the 7th day - on a holy

day that was ded_:g:_g;_qﬂ_t%ﬁod. Tt involved separation from the world - but it's main

thrust was to be holy unto God. ; i
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victim of so many 3 ]
he doubted all men and theu monves
One night while he was on the
ﬁgure of one of the officers loomed in
'the darkness.
“Who goes dere?” he challenged.
FiNVIGses replied the officer.
The young Negro scen \'ﬂ.;:“-u'nke-).

'Wﬁﬁ‘w he said

A mmNisTer 1IN a small rural church

thus:

“Friends, I have prepared a '$80_ ourts, rest rooms . .
sermon, a %)}immon, and-a-$10_ser-
M~now take up the col-

lection and see which one it will be.”

mon. We

surprised his congregation one Sun-
day morning by bcgmmng his sermon

A MINISTER PLEASANTLY surprised his
congregation by delivering a 10-min-
ute sermon instead of the usual 30-
minute message,

In conciuding he explained, “I re-
gret to inform you, brethren, that my
dog, who appears to be inordinately
fond of paper, this morning ate that
portion of sermon which I have not
delivered. Let us pray.”

After the services a stranger from
another church approached the pastor
and said, “Preacher, please let me
know if that dog of yours has any
pups. If it does, I want to buy one
for my minister.”

~ A CHURCH BULLETIN is supposed to

aid in the worship services. However,
ours had the opposite effect last Sep-
tember. As minister of music, 1 al-
ways try to select music to fit Pastor
Kenneth Hagg's sermons.

On this particular Sunday, the
music was too parallel. Printed in the
bulletin was the choir number, “It Is
Well.” Beneath it was the pastor's
sermon title, “When a Christian Sins,”

Evio Dr Ovivira
First Baptist Church
Couley, Georgia

/Dr. Fgaxs Volour, Sunday School
smmtamgirﬁa Baptists, was
challenging the Sunday School leaders
during a summer encampment.

To stress the importance of estab-
ishing new missions, Dr. Voight said:
“We should establish mission Sun-
ay Schools in jails, hospitals, trailer
. I mean rest
omes.’

Laughter drowned out any further
ggestions.
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commandments - to keep it as a holy day.

their lives, in regard to this. Then so the background of this holy day would be
better understood as we think it is in the sphere that God dominates. And in

this sense, God set it apart. And set it up for this purpose.

v Therefore@is I ng

or rememhering something else.

L/

2, wedding /anniversary, a birthday,
7 w

ou stop and say here are some
¥

gthat I have talken, here is something else I have decided to do, human nature's

tendency is to forget. But the& t- I@l &That

.ay, and it means to set éE,__,af art. The day is to be different

and there is wIere the differe lies in this commandment.
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HEWSEEEEER? Day in the life of Cod's people had aliﬁeﬁ meangng.7£hﬁmﬁ’
And behind it was the impulse that the Sabbath Day was — a day

Wto cease lahor, but it had a de

steps in and says, here is a day that is being exploited - I want you to remember

this day. (Jou)talk to anvhody vho is

is grateful for any law that can save him from exploitation. He needs a day of rest.

ialiaEhaRs, tribes

T
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§fophets)like Ezekiel

The s tory X

lence, God

., and that man

llow the nationa.

dissggggred.

g o
and others, emphasized the Sabhath - onge

E E and they would come under the environment of a holy day. And they emphasized this.
Z:".! M - ‘é M Y”,M M i@b eLan_ ol Ndpﬂ -

| %‘J’Jﬁ 1y haaTorce
‘\i/ Now the@iste

of the fourth commandment. The Sabbath is to be sanctified by holy rest all that

day. It is a necessity. And the called the hand of Jesus because on one
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that Cod has set apart for us.

What God had intended that day and had in mind, was the (p appﬁ association of

his people. And this was a great noble purpose in which God set aside this day.
/

So it was made for man - and not man for the Sabbath. So zept /
v -

in his w And he quite often turned aside with great
dignity to keep this day. Nov(iNEBNER)uas ever going to bifmupshiseyes iR

certainly there is the nMe encouragement of m— to take place.

When we think about the relation of the second and the third commandment, and

the fourth commandment - thefitirthie 'of Jehovah, as

4 &
iiody s@mwapart . The: fore in joined or worshipped - to be

worshipped direct and sincere.

‘e find that the gdxth day, they gatheredmof the

heavenly enough for the Holy _Sabbath. And it's name Sabbath in the Hebrew

means Sabbaton - and that means rest, a period of rest.

\/ Now let me see if I can give to you som or the'm the
keeping of this commandment. }%’ a day of i i}ﬂﬁd’. regular W Thﬁ
“1101\7511113. )F“wrfﬁ, re% works. % rgm on evil ;8'525 r%r
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to make reservations.
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~/ The Hebrew word meant a @ of rest. The authority was Jehovah appointed it.
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And that was preceded by example as well as precept. To hallow this day. Six days

they would work. And it is a grea

/ It) preceeded sin. W]W t

and to subdue the earth - it happened in the garden - Adam was foretold to dress the

garden and to keep it. So 1abor is one of the things that comes from the othex side
me: 0L TRe wisk

of the fall of man. That 15, the first duty is to work. And this really puts a

sphere in the heart of The Bible ble says the lazy man should be pushed away

from the taHle.‘ If a man wont work, neither shall he ea> Paul said.
fo t 1@ ere is to rest on the 7th day. Alléabor to _bd sus ended Suspended

for your Ulfe.,« your sons, your daughters, your serva ts, your catt/g,, And this is a

reason that we need to comsider this text, as rest. ‘R,, m-ﬁ ﬁmmﬁo GQMMJJJV /24—
you find a man that ha you find a jan that haﬁsensibi‘g i tz

It is the duty of this commandment, that in the nature of the

physicaldman, there is a necessity of periods of rest. | rk, work, work, and does
not stop - that man will snap and breghks Tis mind or his body. It is true of an
ax, an instrument, or an engine, that is run everyday. It will not last. !Man should

\ b@gt closg> to God. (Suppose)that he never gets more than six days from (_.iod. You

could always call that fellow back. But when a man gets a year away from God, or

b

twenty years away - then it is very hard to get him back to God.

fter the creation of the world. And so this commenorates this

day. In God giving of the(manna nd the food for the people, he gave them specific
=
charge how to collect it. And Tis deliverance was a miracle that lasted for fo:}_L

years in the wilderness. And so there is the subject of rest.
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Man was under obligation in Matt. 3:2, and Matt. 12:3, about the value of
- the SEEEEfEELL’in_Q‘Eit' You would not be a hypocrite if you helped him out. So
the Sahbath talks about the strangers - the fatherless, the widows, and the servant.
These are the best safe-guards against pride. But first, remember to go back - that

vou need this day. Go back and rest.

Sunday should at least be a day of rest in the sense of Christians do not cause

others to do unnecessary work. I think this is applied to amusement - not merely those

who employ others or profit from thei rs, but by the workers themselves. It is
(:;éégg;yuestlon today when people take a new job - the first thing people want to

know - what/over tlme”wprk is there. And it is not something to be avoided, but rather

something that they welcome. Some pay rate, or maybe this overtime work that may fall
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flow when Jesus me the tragedy of zie {:ws were $uch that they had all sorts of i
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leglslation can t legislate men to.take rgét and to foll command ent

-

.iiﬁgis is God's comﬁénd. 12 eyﬁwere not to]bear bukrdens on the Sabbath. All sorts

the Sabbath - thE(goalgfhad to be removed from the oven preceeding the Sabbath. Less

one be tempted to cook. .
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v stus gave his interpretation of this and applied it to man's need of a day of
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rest v o '
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part of the physical problems

The Doctors demand that this commandment is perhaps

that people have today. In the hospitals and other places, where people by reason of -
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pressure ha & ’ anre compelled to prescribe periods of
@- Such perlods are some think - only Sundays that have They are
="

the rdles of God and they are for your good. You cannot break a one of them and
T saNe wQur life //the Sabbath was made for man,

s
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The highw’wjp&;stry today and 1u£uji%crush men and women - there are

such competitions, schedules for efficiency.

under an oak tree works her jaws and continues to chew her cud. She is turned

out in a meadow, she will graze all day, restless. But Cod knows the true meaning
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And of course this is a reward for his labor that God has given him. Uhen a man
laborers for his livelihood, the generation of wealth, he drives himself day and night

- then he is like a working animal. Tle is born to eat and to labor. But we are men

- it is the Sabbath, which is man's goal not to labor but to rest. And God has redeemed

t hem from Fgypt. And he is giving them a Sabbath to rest.

r ) nd

C/?l e needs to rest.




fifrom America hired a group qu 0 _carry his liiﬁage

and bapgage across the jungle, They pushed on for several days. One day the African
*

se@ that they were f arching that day. The American went to find out. "W

.

ay will tell you that he kwms. That is why
- 2 e

a man needs worship. Ile needs to come and God knows if he is everywhere else, playing

or something else - rather than in his c and he has never seen the

spirit of prayer and never calls on Cod's name, and never worships - something is

——

going to happen to him,

————

a day when the@jcan gather

together and thank God for his goodness and hear more about his truth. It is not

merely a private affair - but the @congr&gation needs constantly to get together
> = -

on this day, and worship God.

God saw to it that there was W rWd set apart for man to worship

direct, sincere, and told him when. And the name of that time was the Sabbath. And

it means a period of rest. And the authori;{ behind it is tha T_d_ap.poiﬂ-Eeé i}

you have a duty that God made man, he gave him a commission,¥as he gave Adam in the

Carden of Eden. He was to labor, to work, and this puts a sphere in the heart of a lazy
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man. Because Paul says if a man won't work - neither shall he eat. So the man has

agreed to rest on this day. The suspension of all labor - his wife, his sons, his

daughters, his servants, and his cattle. _ P
- , ! ) 2 p %{Ai »-;bt/ (Z;:;, e 1/2 ;

rest. This is rest for his soul - this is refreshment that he can open his heart

up to Cod. This is on account of his relationship to Cod that he has this. A man that

has no Sabbath has no relationship with God. So it is natural that man has these

periods of time - work, work, york and does E;: stop - that willgsnap anfigfve
e Iy ﬂ’-’vﬁ '%ﬁz v o hééi L i frreved

- he instructed them to |[GElIEEEY

That they might receive this.

Eime when a man

. B,

fwe but it has long@o be a holy day.
SEEL

And we are going to pay for it. And many people go

them. Now you really W a man
into fellowship in the ;hErch. You canigazzsl}! man - it is like scoulding a man and

but that is not

on and forget this day which God has givep

a nagging wife. You know they will desert each other. And you ca ‘!!§5

right. A man will say, well, it is more fun on the golf course, than%%eJng in church

- he takes more delight in that. How does one keep a holy - a day holy without being
e S

L}

bored.



Cé:égsaw everything ma[dgand he says it is very good.

In the New Testament he said, the Sabbhath was made for man and not man for the

Sabbath. Wﬂ that perha - many.LLime:
They set up a lot of W that are dull. ‘E;ithe spgeding

utiﬁbile, the crozi*dﬁg beaches, on the Sabbath - the Lord's Day. They find that

even plegEEEE_EE_EEEQEEEate. Some are fumbling to restore the Sabbath as a holy day

that is glad.

-~ P
i\ = lool“k or vour %your d ter, your mangServant,
- /

your maid servant, your le. Imn the early life of Israel it"%74e that way. FEven

that one could not do on the

the cooking of a meal on the Sabbath day.

Sabbath Day - and that i

Now that is #bgurd you say, but the distinction between act and intention in the
modern world makes it imperfectly so and seldom dreams of it. In the old days, work

was work and sin was sin.

Then work, it remained. And you did not kill a man without making you guilty

of blood. Put we find that the church, many years ago, ha{_ D in trying to work

out some way in which they could

E——
state of Scotland of it's day - he should have been congratylated on being able to

smile at all.

Sometimes the programs found@in

the peoil,e were punished.
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Tor nqﬁ.ﬁaiiﬁ'gg_gggzgg, and for going anyvhere else. To this day, many religlous

as to wrestle
[ P

with this tm. @s such means - that we iﬁ force ﬁﬁe to come and
: R

people have their method of working this out. I guess

be a captive audience.

But during the early history —attendanc 'at c['-mrch wam

And if they saw a man at other places - they saw to it that they closed those other

p laces.

o doubt their

How many will you capture people coming back into fellowship Sunday - on the

Lord's Dav. That men might find peace and lowe.

tna v uarad chugshmpoers to soney 1t ey even§

them to go to church. But they will have no morals and vers

- because what is it that makes a man than to God's house.

And have fellowship with the saints. What is it that causes him to do that. What

we have to do is to 1@ church me- like Christians‘ during the

week days-and like th, they will know how to take care of themselves.
ek _Ca¥be e ot

And how to make one day holy. And will try to abide by that in their lives.

" thou turn away thiﬁ’fOOt from the Sabbath, from doing thy

f saiah 58:13-14

vy day, and call the Sabbath a delight. The holy of Jehovah

pleasure
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honorable, and shall honor it - not doing thy own ways nor finding thy own pleasure

- nor speaking thine own words, then thou shalt delight thyself in Jehovah. AND T
will make thee to ride upon the high places of the earth--and I will feed thee with
the heritage of Jacob, thy father. TFor the mouth of Jehovah hath spoken it. This

is a remarkable chapter as the prophet lifts up his voice like a trumpet. They were
religious people and they were to find the light in worship and in fellowship, with
God and God promised to reward those who were true to their religion. And the
Sabbath Day will also bring to them visible expressions of divine favor. Peverence
for the law of the day that God has given is reverence for Cod himself. That is the
most practical way to show your reverence and honor to God. By keeping this command-

ment. Ue that hath my commandments and keepth them - he it is that loveth me.

You notice this day has a title - it is holy day, said. Tt is holy and

special. My holy day, he says. And the Bible knows that it is the will of God.
—

That one shall keep this day because the Sabbath is not human institution - 4t is

divine institution and it has a great principle for man.

It was to remind them that their lives were dear to God and they were in his
keeping continually. And they were to abide in his fellewship. In the rich
fellowship that all the people in the community, the family, if in proportion -
to honor this day there would not be an individual in the community that would
not be blessed. The man or the woman who sets aside this day, who refuses nor
neglects to use it for fellowship, will certainly bring judgement. The way a man

uses the Sabbath is a good test of religion.

Th -' | enuinl eli ious jJa man is, the aithful wili he be in his
- - ey , F _":” m— <
/!abbath observance. M—7

Religious decling and immorality prevail - as Cod has declared in his word.
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This day is the sign between him and his people.

So you shall keep my Sabbaths - and religion demands a time and a place for

it cannot
e

thrive where Sabbath and where thé 3 “:1 ted. It demands

Jof worship, it demands m of worship.

The nation that will not serve Cod will perish as a nation. Fygpt, Assyria,

: | et e B
Babylon, they had their temples - but they went down. Greece, Rome. No wonder that
an American statesman said, I tremble for my country. When I remember that Cod is

just. There are people and communities today that have ng_iésgkabout this commandment.

you weaken or remove these supports. You have no churches in the midst of this land

- you would thin them out and have half the services that are being conducted today

- you would see that this country would quickly dwindle and die.

nation of the Sﬁihiip. Cod has decreed this.
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v / Ma onl be created and.rest)and [pudi
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sopething for his Lord. Now e argue about ww and what we should

rw_t_}g_Sunday. That is somefimes, we forget what we should do. One of the best

But he

opportunities for the most :'Ltnpcn:tantr things on life to be done.

once explgined to a visitor - I let mule spend oni da% a week outside

em from goigg,b_'l.m

4 the mines. To keep

The person wlijo does not spend time away from the dail; ﬁiﬁ&"]ﬂl go blind in

his soul. He wiJl be aimless. He will not spend any time doing anything for Cod.
-

This is a time for religious work in which we can do something for him.

, ]
a weeld without Sund:
i :

a ship witld And it is a day that we ought to remember. We can do a

3/ Mor aMfW Yow there is nothing that is unlawful about

this. And we find that we can visit those that aw,ﬁhose that are lone
: e =3 .

the answer to many of the most difficult questions - as soon as we start talking about

can be like

This is fa pere important day of-tie week -

this day - somebody wants to know whafi is right and what is wrong to do on Sunday.

Now the%— it is a da ii iﬁit. t. It is a day of
worshii a:xd that is rijh;. It is a day to spend with %oai m, and that is right.

Tt is a day to do some good deed, and that is right. And you follow that program,
w’/'
you will have little problem worrying about the other things.

And that is

‘ eoym the Sabbath day. John 5:9. Doing
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something good. The evil spirit Cﬁii out - Luke 4., The Whithﬁiiﬁ hand restored

in Luke 6:6. The crooked woman made straight. Tuke 13:10. The man with the
S s

drozsz. Luke 14:1. The imgot%;;td_a_ n. John 5:1. The_‘bw_’.lohn 9:1. So

Cod rested and Jesus healed on this day. And he gave preference to doing something

good on that day.

On that day, a man has an opportunity to do something good by bringing his

um'.p__his—LOIi. In this way, he recognizes God. And this is not that he
_ !

will do work - but that he will do good. Tl will show mercy on this day. FEven '

the priests have to work on this day. This is the hardest day to have to minister.

But vet, we use this day to make our offerings.

is that it brings about a restriction on evil. Many times th

in some individual is when a perw the Sabbath

a holy day. It is a

the wthe aﬂ_and the lﬁom Ihad been at work every day during the last tT_I,EEE'
centuries, I have not the slightest doubt that we would have been a poowle
——— g

j and a less civilizegl people.
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he preservation of his facultieg to his copg:ﬁgt and conggigg;%gus observance

of this day - as a day of rest and worship. Throughout his long and politfsgl life :

- he 2;2; holy the Sabhath day. Ve attended public worship in his Ch“rCh{E££§£>

again and again - people are charged with desplsing_the Sabb:

in some places, they turned it into a day of toil. They were
Eg%ghbecause of the Sabbath. Because it interrupted their &

their money making plans. They used the day for pleasure and entertainment rather

than wor

rest. It signifies that the fresh day of rest from labor. And those that have

T think there is a voice that says, thou shalt cease work on this day. The

sin of work on Sunday by the government - is a serious thing and defies this
commandment. If greed of gain is an enemy of Sabbath - also pleasure is. Thou

shalt turn away from doing thy pleasure on my holy day. The craving for enter-
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tainment, for sports, for amusement have made sad in roads into the sanctity into

: I’M M ST i S, r

his country the theatres took over on Sunday--in cities, Iiﬁ;s
—_—— - =

they have taken over for prgEiE. And for enEEﬁfé%EEEgt. And the result has been g,

that it has taken away the reverence of this day. They have no regard for the

reverence of our Christian Sabbath. e uses it as a day to increase his gains.

e has no conscience whatsoever, about a day being holy.
o €

ﬂlu‘v-qﬁz,")m_&’_ mﬂ\aﬂwﬂ QC‘;C‘J ot
- ﬁmmﬂﬁz'”s‘&r
[ (::IEBEEE.VQ gggh;_;g_p;g;eat apainst EVEEX_PEﬂlE§§S that opens on Sunday. It

be our firm stand, that men can be allowed to wark six days a week - but

ought to

there ought to be one closed with an effort on the Lord's day. I believe the movement

today in this country is contrary to the cormandment of Almighty God.

N )
%2 Sabbath well spent bringg.a week ofgggggg%f{:rf

(j}l @,ﬁf 2—1("\/*‘ w‘ﬂ» P

his day was foun ﬂ to p a reqtraint on ev WHat would be the conditlon
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if every xshop, business; store and every co

in thls‘:;;
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I3 ?L;l%kb (‘éf Yol /4151 (/% ,Zéyan y{z"ﬂ.u—c/éiv!of anm that would be more

-

op And every brain was at 1t.

ary. /é?ould be no t 11 of the physical break-downs that would take
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I sigh, when all the moment come, when I shall lay my armour dovn and rest with

Christ at home.

Therefore, Sunday is a privilege for me - it :L

44
On his'\tilyg,hh@ﬂ, ] aid, I’ vasibernjionnthensabibath day. I have reason
to hope I was ﬂon the Sabbath Day. And I hopwn the Sabbath

day.

So the ér—sbday of the weekisignified)the giving of light and nature. That

has chosen this day to (P#p€ on all who would come and it

@ eed this day, and we can God's voice. A day when we can give hearing

to the highest. A day of worship - a day when we can get a clear(view and visiod
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of God.
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aid, that ‘every friend BEChrist
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gave his personal testimony. MHe said it was inseribed in higi— 1t
was hallowed by thihome 2 md put CE on, in w

w TheEfere a W w .and we talked.
The family had an opportunity to ” He says I have guarded _this day
7

all the way through life. And I could not think he says of going someplace that

would bring disrespect to my I_.,g It is %andﬁi!ii burden to

keep this day.
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that day and‘ legses him, who keeps that day.

bfor the gSaﬁbbath and it causes a man - in the
hook o& that for~ during the period

Jer. made

they this law. Ille says ye hav d.
Therefor/eyou are going into caitiﬁ' f't}’ £ . And the land shall have its
Sabbath - 70 years.

T

Isaiah 52:13 - They were stoned because of labor in breaking this covenent.

How the, the@ of the week - the Lord's day - is

the day that is made for man. @is the Lord of the Sabbath. Te does not

change the Sabbath. But he changes a day and Jesus then gives us rest. IHe says
—____.__-—'—'_—P" o

—— @ggated the worl_d/iand rcﬁed.
- - LikewiseMﬂd the fimsEmdayyot shesweel@ie conmorate

- and rest on that day.

The five times we read, on theof the week, *

ﬁaﬂd to all the 70 people. And on that @d on that

day the disciples assembled for thew And on that day, it is
a habit of custom in the churches. the commandment about thetcollectionss

on that day and that day has never been vanished. (£ has never been revoked. And

it is a reminder today, though it may have many enemies - but it reminds us of the

2
promise land. A place where there will be rest forever. 61:1 land of rest, for thee
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I think this is the crowning element that I see in this day that is set

aside. W — and I think it isia model'of his

own Sabbath that is going to take place in Heaven. Now all of this money
earning, building, and tilling of fields - these things are going to fade away

and in the economy of God, it is necessary for us to think about Heaven.

t th . Their jobs run w. And

it is Cod's mercy and his way - that Cod wants you to have a break.

And he wants you to come and say - @m. @

will certainly be a vaﬂ__p_l_aggw__a little more time
thinking of . And Cod hoped and planned for ome day a week., He has set

aside to give us that chance to join together. @o figarmenlsy voices
lifting up thew. goaNiEsNplanned) this tine to m in(fellowship).

God never meantfor this day to be a day when men and women would be afraid with a

thousand restrictions. 'Me planned the day that it might be @for men to

rejoice in.

R oo oyt - *\agiaingy ()~ (asaRisiclad ™
day when our Lord was W &e.

Let us toda@ our allegiance to God and to the day that he loved and has
= g
appointed to be holy and reverent. lLet this be the day of all the week - the best.

The emblem of gternal rest. Let us determine to keep it holy. This is a part of

the rewards of this observance. And these awards are scattered all the way through

the Bihle. As in Isaiah and other places. It is in his heart to honor by keeping
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a@) A s%_wuthoutw Or a hw without aS%arden} It is
joyous.. It brlngscioygto the whole week. And (Christiap people keep this because
rist @

it belongs to the new creation in Jesus Ch - 11) things have become z‘te}w in

him and we should never, never feel that it has been changed. Chr_i_s_t

the grave on this day. The Holz. came from Eeaveon this day. The early
on the first gay of the week. The Lord set his approval of their

meetings by being present. Pe was Lord of the Sabbath and he is Lord today, and

he is here in the church when we gather on his day.

The('challenge/is - that is r. A day of rs,st, of W’OI‘Shép, of

rich wship, of rel:E‘_g__i_.______om work, restraint on evil, making reservaE.}'sns for

Heaven.
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