THE FOURTH WORD FROM THE CROSS

Matthew 27:46

INTRODUCTION

The fi;st word was, ''Father, forgive them."

The sggoﬁd word was spoken to the FE;gﬁ3 a word of mercy.

The tE};dfword was a word of affection spoken to his ggthér.

Now the fourth word is a word of desertiom.

The scene has changed at the cross and the Bible tells us it is the
n%gfﬁwggpr, thatgéagkggggﬁbggﬁgwéﬁwnpon, the sixth hour, and lasted until the
ninth hour. The dggif darkness for three hours was not an eclipse of the sun;

this was{hagg;géshowing its sympathy with the tragedy of the dying Son of God.

These two or three hours somehow{h'ggf om the eyes of those who were
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them.
f’ Mg s
Suddenly, and dramaticaldy, and in a floud voice, Jesus cried out, Elig~
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@%i, E}i, lama S%P?Ehﬁh?ﬂi-" This was the language of his cg;;dhnod;‘this was
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This has been taken as the words fromiPsg%mmgzzl.g

3.0, ?%Mes, 177/ .M
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or gives the equivalent of these words.f
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Now Matthew txansla‘v

God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" ;

Now there is{nojready explanation of this great cry that would satisfy

i

your mind. \;)mhlnk of thls as ag_a boy when I had the privilege of living on

a farm, because on a farm it is better than in ity. A boy gets closer to

the basicmgxgggpies gfwligg, of nature, and of»@gd. The simpligity of rural

life - one of my earliest memo

lgg is that of working in the ﬁgglds all day,
and the usualﬂfaxm\chogeg which were done in the evening, and then after the
evening meal, to go outside on.a sugmer night and gaze into the heavens. ALl
sense of time vanished in the wonder of the glory of the star-studded sky. A
fg}iwgggg seemed to me like haavenly splendor. At that time I d%@ugqt know a
sing{?wgigggt, and I could only wonder at who and what might be. on.the moon.

Now several years have separated me from that farm, and yet it has never..

spiritual realm. I have wondered many times about the origin of evil. The
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question why this great mystery.
And so I come this morning to speak to you about agg;hﬁxngeatmquest%pn:

v>‘Both God and man ask thlS ‘question. The 1and’had been in darkness, and
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this message and meditation has a great mystery in it.

There have been several explanations of this scripture.

First, there have been those who have reminded us that Jesus.was

quoting the 22nd Psalm..

Sgﬁgggﬁ others have suggested that he was dying the death of a mar;yr,

and the agony of4his body forced his cry from his lips. Zéﬁxremember, Jesus

was a _volunteer; he was laying down his life freely.

In the third place, Martin(iuthef}once set himself to study this saying
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of Jesus. For a long time he continued without.food, in meditation, in one

1gth he arose from 'his thoughts, he was heard

to exclaim in amazement, "God! forsaken of God? Who can understand tha;?"

Now we may as well recognize from the outset that it is;:ﬁﬁossibiEEfor
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us to really understand this word. For one, we ,would need to go to hell and go
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there free from personal sin, and goas the Holy.Son of God to understand it.
A o «fimr‘mz-m\i .;/

No one ever will be in hell in that condition, but thank God ouri\ iour)has
. T our
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made it forever unnecessary for us to experience, or even to understand, this

fourth word from the cross.
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Now there arei?ome}vital truths that I would like to explore with you

which will help us to understand a part of this mystery.
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I. Chrlst S, sacrlflce }

We are on sure ground.

that Jesus.made-for sinnexs.is.here. He plunged himself into the very heart

of the outer darkness. His agony was hidden from the eyes of those who looked
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on., The p@z§;gal suffering - he was like an _orphan, and this cry tells us all

we need to know.

For one thing, it tells us something about the distance he traveled to
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His journey in search of the lost from heaven's throne was not complete
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until he had reached your need and mine, until he got to the place of God forsakeness.
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Only there in the outer_garkness did he reach the final journey, his destination.
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He deliberately started out for that point. He was not taken by surprise, nor

did he turn from a straight path.
Now the fourth word sets forth this truth in several different ways. It
is important that you not miss them.

Firgt, the?lev1t1cal ceremony. / Every Israelite had seen the sins of the

Phoa it

people symbolically laid on the head of the scapegoat which was driven into the

howling wilderness.

That was a picture in prophesy of the Saviour carrying the sins of the
TR N = »af’




e

world into the agonizing darkness and condemnation. Jesus is our scapegoat.
In the gospel of{LuEE)there is a beautiful story of the good shepherd
seeking the lost sheep., Not many of us see in that picture more than the

returnlng Shepherd with the wounded sheep across ‘his shoulder. But the climax
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and the point of the parable is where he actually Egggd the sheep. That was

the place of the shepherd's bleeding body.

e

"But none of the ransomed ever knew
How deep were the waters crossed,
2Nor how dark was the night
2That the Lord passed through,

'Ere he found his sheep that was lost."

i

?EiggwnPhillipians 2 : 5 and Si Pau givee us a‘plceure of the Journey.
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From the beglnnlng he had the nature of God. Yet he did not regard equality

with God as something at which he would grasp. Nay, he stripped himself of his
glory and took on him the nature of a bond servant. By becoming a man like

other men and being recognized as truly human, he humbled himself and even
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stooped to die, and that too a death on the cross.

s Fourfhe II Corinthians 5:21 makes it still more graphic: "He hath made
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him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness



of God in Him."

"He hath made him to be sin for us" is a figure of speech The meaning
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then is not that he made him a sin offering, or a sinner, but the representative

of sin. On him, representatively, fell the collective consequences of sin.

o ..
ButgleE}us not miss the meaning of that verse, Hebrews 12:3. 'Name off
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your sins one by one: fornicati%p, God made Jesus the representative of that
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and crushed it. Uegisggn%ss, God made Jesus the representative of that and

crushed it. Lasc1v1ousne§ God made Jesus the representative of that and
B

crushed it. Idolatry, str'fe wrath factfons, d1v1

o
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s, envyings, drunkenness,

and such like, God made Jesus the representatlve of all these and crushed them
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in crushing him at the cross. The statement staggers our minds. Think of
gathering all the sin of humanity into one heap. What a mass..of .wickedness.
Jesus came down to represent that mass that God might blot it out in one sufficient

condemnation.
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No wonder there arose such a cry of’God—forsakennessffrom _that sacrifice.
e —— oot

RN DIE

A

He dggglxwhaxewsowdepit. He did it only because of his l?X$M§9EMH§’
Asggesusﬁwent down and up the land, he issued an invitation.to sinners:
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"Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."

Matthew 11:28. Come publicans, come harlots, come murderers, come sinners.all..
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Did Jesus mean to say that he personally would endure all the agonles due
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them in the punishment of .their sins? Dld ‘he mean that he would take on that
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e task of suffering? Did he mean that he would

suffer the everlasting punlshment for the guilt of all sinners on the cross?
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_what he meant. He must suffer the infinite depths of

agony. God—forsakenness descrlbed those depths. "My God, my God, why - ?"
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For your hell and for mine, and for all the hells of all guilty sinners, he
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paid the price.
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There's a story of a mlnlster who was preaching to a congregation of

English fish
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His subject.was. justification, and he was trying to make
Justiricatl g

Christ's work on the cross clear and plain. He asked a question: 'Now, will
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our own words,tkhetﬁgiqwtgemkggd Jesus dqwetwthe cross?"
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one of you tell. me 1n
you tell

Y

An old fisherman with tears in his eyes looked up to the preacher and answered,

PRI

fi:ﬂe swapped with me."

Frnan
.,

In the agony of Jesus, we have an indication of the '

nature and the tormentrof hell. 1If he was not there in my stead as my representative

doingﬁggggness for me, then the agony he endured in the substitutionary process,

if I refuse it, I must endure it.

P

If 1 refuse to allow hlm to substltute for me, his paln, his 1one11ness,
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then what doom awaits the sinner? Everlasting condemnation. Now Jesus was
not doing. -this-for—eurtosity; but that he might warn us of what it means to

reject.

e

worse. The darkness nay have been sent to hide this in order that no one mlght
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biwgizggﬂgm%%gggggp idea that this sefferlng, this physical suffering, was all

) . .
there is to!the agony of sin punishment.

? S
The first part of this!

s suggested in the Saviour's

"Why" is a word of hopelessness and a hopeless situation. It is a question of
# ) '

a baffled ‘heart. It indicates that there is an insolvable problem that the

e R

mental thoughts cannot see through and that the question goes on unanswered
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forever. ¢
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oice from heaven or a voice from earth offers to answer this

S
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question. That is a part of the hell that the unggved must endure. Jesus wants

us to see it. Why? Nothihgﬂhappens. Only the echo rebounds,.why, why, why?

Thessecond part of the agony is demonstrated in the word forsaken.

s Ul

Forsaken is the saddest word in.any.language. Forsaken means leave, meaning

to abandon. It also suggests defeat and helplessness.

it

And it means to leave one in a place or in circumstances, Where he is
o~ .
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totally. wr&hout*help, Forsaking someone in the state of defeat or helples
o teat or he.p.less




in the midst of hostile circumstances.
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Jesus had knos
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wnatwi;wmggn;mﬁgwbgmiggﬁakgn. His family forsook hlm,
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some of the members in.Nazareth. His home town forsook him. The natlon he
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came to save forsook him. And while he was on the cross, some of the @isciplgs

forsook him. Until now, at this point, the Heavenly Father had‘been‘;qwggg§§ant

fellowship, but now God.turms--from.him. Nowixon'gﬁask me to explain this,

because as I said at the outset, this is a mystery.

I think that Jesus was here helping men: to see the real condition of

belng forsaken, that this is part of the worst agony a condemned man will

SRS

ever know, being forsaken of God, separated from all thatis good, separated

i

from the concern of God. No light, for God is light. Novlgve, for God is
0 iBie.

love. No llqu for God is life. Deprived of all but death. And that he will

e
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endure this forever. He will never escape from pain, sorrow, disappointment,
. it g vt - 426

despair - there will be no escape.

Now thég§1b£N§gives us.many other revelations that intensify and amplify.
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the meaning and the terrors of this experience of those who are separated from

God and this is the destiny of every soul Wltho‘
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Christ, all whose names are

not written in the Lamb's Book of Life. The Son of God is representing a sinful

humanity.



How can anyone be unconcerned about such a destiny? The fourth

word from the heart of our suffering Christ should turn us to concern.

III. GOd's wrath. :

s

Now I think the cross is a su

revelati

God. As Isaac Watts said:

I

% "See from his head, his hands, his feet,

% Sorrow and love flow mingled down.

}

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,

Or thorns compose so rich a crown?"

Now it is true that lgve was here, butft
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ion of the wrath of
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God — here is the condemnation of sin that must be borne“by the one that is guilty.

The(éggzé is careful to call attention to the wrath of God, his hot anger

s
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in Judges 2:14, hiiwgiggkgasuge, Deuteromony 9:19. God is revealed as coming

and pouring out the awful judgment upon the ungodly. Men are seen fleeing from

God's wrath at the coming of the Lord, crylng for the rocks and the hllls to fall
Dttt
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upon them and hide them from the certain storm.

But of all the revelations, we see his wrath in clearest demonstration

There the father forsook hlS son becaugeuon the Cross Jesus. was

e
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assumlng respong;blllty for all the world's sin guilt.

s
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God s attltude towards 51n forced him to turn his back. on the

dearest of all - His Son - at that moment. He knew that he would have

RGN

to suffer alone, as the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, Revelation
S ———————————T

13:8., He set out upon the path of redemption until this lonely cry broke from

his lips.

e

In the w1ldernesé§Jesus suffered but the angel was sent to minister to

o

him. In the! garden{;he
SRR

at.great drops of blood, but the Father '8 peace came

to stay his soul. Divine sympathy never failed him, until {he stoo# naked

before the bar of eternal justice becoming the surety of lost men.
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There areitgﬁeéﬁand places for mercy and sympathy, but the day comes

when offended justice drives them out. Punishment must be visited upom a
substitute. Do we see God's wrath and understand that all unbelievers must
appear before an angry God?

Now he ﬁleEEEXWlth the sinner to accept hlS mercy. Now he urges us to
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appropriate his grace. The,rlch an ¢ r1ed from his place begging for a drop of
e Sphere)
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Water 9 ly to be denied because perfect justice will be stern.
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The truth d4s so clear that the Father's attitude toward his sin-bearing

son, for the Judge will be none other than the Lamb that is slain.
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NOW*lt irejoices the heart of the bellever to know that he will be judged
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by the one who died for him. It can only f%}l{gﬁg_gnhﬁlieggr with terror and

fear to know that he will be judged by the one that he has despised and rejected.

R

Christ was careful to fulfill every point of the law.

gonathan Edward zln American ‘history was famous for his great sermon
«-W

s |

entitled, "Slnners in the Hands of an Angry.God." His listeners cried out for

mercy as they heard him plcture lost s1nners dangllng over.the fires of hell

suspende@‘gq}y‘by one string of a spider's webb held firmly in the hands of

God. At Enfield, there was-such_a breathlng of distress that he was compelled

s N

to stop and request the people to retain their composure.

Surely it Would{ﬁ wfhﬁwﬁame WiEhgg@hﬁli@Y§1§ today if ;hgxﬁgggld,reali%e

what 1t will mean to fm

e

“ghgmﬁayipqg whose blood they have trampled underfoot.
The Saviour's judge who will avenge himself for their insulting rejection of his
grace.

This was_the errand of ourwﬁgg&our, and there are three things in this
b - e

fourth word. Christ's saggifice, hell's torment, and God's.wrath. "My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

In a few momegts, Jesus will give_ the

frars
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accepted the atoning sacrifice, and found mercy by yielding to his Saviour.

o et

ut.of.vietgry. He has conquered.

..L0 this demonstration? There was one response: thgffhief$
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The 1mgortanﬁ question is, What w1ll _you, do about it? There is still

e S

time to accept the sacrifice, escape the torment, and satisfy the heart of

God by turning the Christ now.

ﬁ'Somgwyeaszago”ﬁongwof the members.of our church told me of an experience,
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and she said that she was cooking supper and someone asked her could she explain

the statement of Jesus: 'My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?".

This goes to the very depth of our belng I remember reading of a speaker

- once who was giving a;lé@ﬁﬁxg@ and he told a story of a condemned murderer serving

a life sentence in Slng Slng Prison some years ago. A girl had been stricken
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with lukemia. It was still hoped that if she could receive enough healthy blood,

her life might be saved, though there was no assurance of it. But it could not
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be done through a tube. It must be donme vein to vein, which meant that some
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of her dlseased blood mlght
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ct the dogor.
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iAn some small ~way, that is what we Christians

But this man volunteeﬁed.

mean when we talk about the saving

_of Christ. And this was what was

happening on the cross in that dark shadow of God's judgment for sin. He.was..

belng made sin for us. He was progectlng hlmself 1nto the&wrath of the holiness

o — ks
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of God. He was being identified with.map, the only way for man to be saved.
p et o S tpetiorcc:

This was the point of no return for Christ. Jesus held fast - his personal
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was revealed here when he said, '"My God."

Here is a love that never fails.

That never lets go.

As the pgﬁgﬂsaid,

"I know not where his islands 1ift
their frond palms in air,

. I only know I cannot drift

2

Beyond his love and care."

Ggﬂ/}§wggmgg§%§g, and its beneath the cross of Jesus that you can

discover this concern.



