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\ Jesus told about th

was shut. Now it wasn't because the re unclean but it was

because their lamps- were (not uxning>

Jeays(éSEEELEEESye this fig tree--this tree was supposed to

have: fruitdon it, but it only had leaves. And He condemned it

S—

-

N

to death.

of the prophets; I am come to fulfill.”

mental laws of life is that(only the usefu’llthings survive.
e — e

-~

They tell us that even(squi;g}‘_elé have bushy tails because
-~

they are useful for balancing on the 1limbs of trees. have

their eyes in the front of their heads so that they can see the

game in sight. A.‘abbi‘t has his eye on the side of his head so

You can notice all of this that God

he can watch the hunter.

has created in the world. Animals have a marvelous sense of

smell, YQu can tgg your @gd But it ; n,.&/___%ﬁgg and let it

be inactive and it will@ithe’i}away. So_it is wit "

God malle us for a purpose and I don't believe that there is

any person here just through accident. There is a purpose and

a plan for each person. There are people who are fed up with

living and yow will find that they are failing to. bear real

fruit  for Christ.

je. There arg

The Bible says that uglggg we bear fruit we d

—

JTHE FRUITLESS
 INTRODUCTION

b

',1;/ Jesus had spent the

W1G TREE"

Madlh Ld.le=cH

ni try. Coming back

 into the eity the next morning He saw a fig tree and being

: h\mm e went down to it to get some figs to S?t. But He found

it hld nothing but leaves and said, W
R4

L‘tmm.fomh forever." And the tree withered away.

I
marveled at the fig tree withering. To them

i
k Jegus pointed out that if one has faith he can move mountains;
f the fig tree lies

r{ P The
s
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if one prays he shall receive.
L in the fruit it produces; the value of faith and prayer are

>
i
o
3

| measured in the results that they bring.

&
The greatest of religion is to bwa?p

centered instead of(serviﬁ)_centered. As the

‘ have heard many times of the ladies who came

oLy which you

hurch late and

 asked the itop i vice was over. He made an inspir-
_—

ing reply, "Lady, the worship is gyer but the service has just

"
begun. That would he true of every experience of worship, but
the danger lies in the fact that we have satisfied ourselves
with the act of worship.

~ After Jesus and some of His disciples had had a great

experience on thd (Moun

stey there. Bu (\@ pade him back down to the valley where

of), Peter wanted to

™

Aapdpd healn

2 WIS TNEING Y G o R And +0o thecse whe had ¢ried



used 4b.  Lhexe are people who spend a lifetime talking about

-

goodness; some even read the Bible; some even spend a little

TOo neip tne DOy Lbul lalled, Jesus §sala, 1T was a matter or Tall
and prayer and fasting.Y Seﬁ_vice without power gained through

worship is inadequate. But worship which does not express i

time in prayer; some go to church. But actually they never use

—— —

their religion.

\ Vﬂ- here is thelsin of uselesanesss @gﬂg
W use His power to curse the fig tree? Hw :

lle used His power to save. But He(heverjused the power to hurt.
— >

He spo_}_x’ to sinners and was alweydvready to forgive them.

This is ime)th i
\s\@ at our_ Lord warned aga;nst the uselessness of

itself in service is worthless.

fig tree had nothing but leaves. f; he tree to

life. So many parables of God talk about eternal life.

i q:ééé Eggg ﬁkaishekgsgid. "W worships ancestors
QSRR —_ == —

but never build an old-folks home! Such a religion is no
SR B T - 3 il A e

better than a fig tree which has gone to leaves.

N Once :(: was arguing with the minister 4
_~

- |
about religion. He named instances of wicke@en, corruption in J
1

ik ool I\
the world, and said that religion had(ﬁot dowe any goog. About

\
§
il

Jesus told about who we and as far as the

record goes he didn'

poor man &t his gate.

Jesus told about the

that time & little boy who had been playing in the mud came ' worked hard but he failed to use the fruits of his 1abor for
walking by. The minister said, "Neither has soap done any good : any worbhwhile service.
o |

because there are still dirty people in the world." The

Jesus he@ror the Prﬁi Hi mijg They did
manufacturer replied, Soa.p is of no value @ess it is applied)’ {

—_— . not rob or cheat the man who was wo d they just passed him
," said the minister, "And the same is true of religion.} X '
Ve

ast into outer darkness: he

N

did not use in any wrongj ways his Ctalgn )which were intrustec

‘Eoy continued in college for L6 ggg;g_/and when he died he had | to him. He simplyi(t round and 2 noﬁpg with

\ /
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LST erecved a L € whilci Decame ULl
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avoig Gad .
Thanks were sugség;ged amﬁiﬁ was erased with

blood, but the whole industry was vein, Religion was(@ shamh

rep;ula;}ons. The Litereip/, the;gd_gg, the cwng--m of this

was as death. Israel acted as if she had the last word. The

Pharisees gave. the impression that they had arrived.

Bus as dead as a door-nail, The traffic in
> sm——

the temple was a testimeny to this. There wf
religion. Jesus ¢aught red-han n?he temple that day

and He was angry--not. because religion was so idol, but because

they were pretending that everything was working beautifully.

—

M) had become

was an absolute pua.r

ugt 8 surface thing and they thought it

was carried on to&_bwandéexglmt the innécent}

temple was Jjust a land office business in birds and SMp

house of prayer was an auction barn knee deep in mud with
animals in the stalls and the Priests were splitting the profits

and chesting under the counter.
religion!

This is the thing that( drov; John the Baétié} to the desse

into a ra
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 destrugtion.

ntee of salvation. The whole@%i‘"

The gaul of ecalling this thing 3

— [ week of His 1;2%, We note that the day before He had been treat

’

ze and. He.drove.them all out, calling it
/

O e o o e T T g ™

This tree was producing mo fruit and He uses His power of

long) you will live.
/

But one thing is certain--you

~ought to be living now and bearing fruit. The " ho

was k“m leagigg his men up the hi;} during the battle! His
W that he died so young. But it was pointed

out to her that her son really packed more living into that_ 30
, Wclmbing the hill then some people put in 70

This i.s/not a matter as to how
— \‘

- You do not know about that.

living emgelve Q here a sin:le so;'l. who would look
t — B ———————
you squarely in the eye and say, "I thankMiod for you., My life
is better because of you. I u ving." Would
O ——

body say that to me? If were to' die
anybody say B8 _you were to' die toni%hﬁ, would it
be mych of & loss to anybody?

e

Would it?

iﬂm)v the answer to the fruitless lis? Before we can
do our best we must first be our best, tep is the

@1ght relationship Jwith God.

secrated Lord to Thee."

"Teke my life and let it be, con-
——
a miracle early Monday H_nlorninﬁ of the last

——— >

shouted along the streets; they had waved

ed(ro;tcallg ;\people had
branches,
paln bran (But toda He will curse a tx;e for telling a lie

and He will go on to clean the temple.

| -



R R T R o e S S p S DT eo g Lgariuﬁ.‘ 50 Jesus found the fig

All the rest of His work was constructive. Some

ever did,
———— 3
@ok on this as en Wt for after all Christ

has already broken up the Sabbath with wonders and now He isg
s
So many stholars have drugged it up

i

3

going to swear at a tree.

and tried to talk sbout this in other ways than the truth meant,

Of course, it was a@ommon thing for the Rabbi of those

days not to curse but to bless. Of course, he could also cursg' :

¥ 4

Cursing was taken seriously as aé an

attacks of the Devil. Even cm

to come out and eat up - a bmws who mad'#

Jesus was involved with only one curse and it is

fun of him.

- credited not against man but against the tree.

The extreme@may run from this incident, but what
7

could be wrong with taking a quick look.

may not strike a light to us now, but if we look at them it may °

fire another imagination. Those who magnify differences into [

-
serious difficulties are the true Pharisees of history for they =

strain at a knat and swallow & camel. L

d noticed in the distance a fig tree in leaves He went
—

e

)\})? On the following g.;[ after the xéeﬁ; Bethan.x,)_e fglﬁ hun-

to see if He could find anything on i‘tj Jesus did not spend

(Ea}__@_mzht in the city, but He went next door to@

probably tz( Mary and Martha)who were. just getting accustomed to |
= e g Tener e

Some of the Scriptur31

tree before sun-up Monday morning.

: While it was YLM};LM. the fig

tree was in leaves which meant it was{asking t 39 Fig
RS

treee( produce figs first\ and then leaves, as was the custom in

,(bub) Jesus was not

4

w\ ¥
MW&(M from you. Jesus was

vt

V!

not blaming the plant just for us#lessness, but was using it

to illustrate @od's feeling about the@in human nature)

The tree was pretending to bear.

—

Something dreadfnl had
R

happened to - and Jesus went to the heart of it a little

later on in the morning.v'/rzbﬂ_ house shall not be called af all

nations a house of prayer for ye have made it a den of theives."

| Lkep) to the fig tree scene is the sin inside the temple)

The was not merely in the temple's impotence, but
e %

e of power. She dressed in the _wnith,
decorating her spggch and language; but it was a fg.\ég front for

a fake that never saw active service.

in her ret



Joyed.

~
@w grace of God and thg_ngd_._Igw.ure members of
the church. That's the way we fit in the picture, &What) kind

of fruit dows God expect of us? The answer is plain--gggdnsss,
e 7

God}iness, character, the way of life.

We could enumerate some

of the qualities--the quality of obedience~Jesus wants us to
obey Hin.
We see that everything has some ultimate purpose.

These qualities and much more are our responsibility.

For example, the man sees an end to everything in his own
environment. Everything points to man as the lord of creation.

That is what he was intended to be and everything waits upon

him.
= !

- God, all the time, és lwy that should
grow naturally. We find that he was disappointed M¢

The fact is that Jesus was loking for grapes on this tree
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of compassion-~tHe said that they would be destroyed. The miracl

hebatd WL SAAL

glveas us something more to worry about.

e church today all t cracked up to be? Has

! be things and forgotten what happend to th

l temp’l.o‘ are we doing? Do weup a spire. top and with a
5 crglllring a bell and think we are in business? Whose business?

N

& )there nothing more to the church than organization, a

i choir, and a few hired professionals? We talk about salvation,
V butwe have it? Then why do we have such cheap convgrsi;ps?

et

AN .ca.n have a c!g E! g ne ral and his children neatly

chriateyd and all of this suffices to mgh,e ‘him a Christian?!

Qronouncements, cempaigns for ﬁin_gs, drives for membe_r;s_hips!
7,
I wonder sometimes if the church has lost the key of the kiwma-=

Mother’s Prayer

but He was looking for the kind of framit which the tree was f

|
r
|
|

supposed to bear,

X & .
B 1y find h
(Rtmangely you find such peop

]_.g,xd.r.hini_tha.émi.m% of Christ.
\® earth are such people doing in the ghurch, we ask? Well,

there are various reasons. //
¥

’/

i

/

o are bhere because it's the thing to do--|

There are thos?h/
that is, it's(fashinnable> g

Vi o S s 0 B il e ek P e s an o g s Tacnnr smanaady: dRon - Jha

nmeed nf thel

@hat)

was being entertained by 10 imyear-old Trudy

The visiting clergyman

% M‘éﬁ.‘”v‘:‘:"h SERaTaS

ma.ke__Cp_;;_aj wh“enl:]etdmmher s‘:as u]‘):tair: 3;::!1:]30-” night, little_one?” asked the
“A o u
he? @E miﬂ.g':hno » answered Trudy. “Mot———-—'};ﬁr says them for me.
“Incieed';‘ And She, ’a,.’. bed! "'
another? A “She says, (‘T ank hegv_en YOu—l‘f ll — - —Virginia Mel'latiiit_ Aivoc:f: u

Christ? égthe church a house of prayer filled with ggg men

of Ergxlgr, singing in excitemént of forgiveness given to all?
Are we thrilled by the way our children embrace the faith?
Samaritians make their home h

i d
a.ny goo va

Awa e 1anlkrine Par +he loat aon +o come back? Are we sending

in the churc




@he grace of God and the Lord_.lga'gs@.\m members of
ihe church, = That's the way we fit in the picture. @ kind

I fryj

iexpect of us? The answer is plain--ggodness,

e
We could enumerate some

odliness, character, the way of life.
———

f the qws-—the quality of obedience~Jesus wants us to

bey Hi

e see that everything has some ultimate purpose.

For example, the man sees an end to everything in his own

hvironment. Everything points to man as the lord of creation.,

vat is what he was intended to be and everything waits upon

im.

God, all the time, és looking/ for the frui/}; that should

7
ow naturally. We find that he was di_sappointed in_this t;e,e.

e fact is that Jesus was@looking for grapes on this tree
% P
ut He was looking for the kind of frait which the tree was

upposed to bear.

n earth are such people doing in the church,
: — —

A

here are various reasons. /

P

&
hat is, it's( fashinnapgb

These qualities and much more are our responsibility.

| BAE

{

, you find such people_xii:hiu_the._chur_c; of Christ. S
———

we ask? Well,‘?

There are those )m'{o are bhere because it's the thing to do--
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of compassion--He said that they would be destroyed, The miracl
gives us something more to worry about.
N @g_«:jmrch today £l)l that she is cracked up to ba? Han

thi_n_/gs and forgotten what happend to th
temple @"e are we doing? Do we(put>up a spire.top and with a
= .. 1 >

crogs,ring a bel) and think we are in business? Whose business?

~
@there nothing more to the church than organization, a

choir, and a few hired professionals? We talk about salvation,

i o

butwe have it? Then why do we have such cheap convgrsigps?
2
N have a church fuperal and his children neatly

christened and all of this suffices to make him a Chrigtiant!
‘ |

@omouncements, camp_gigns for f‘\ingi_s, drives for memberships
o
I wonder sometimes if the church has lost the key of the king*

at Jkind of mothers are we to our members. We claim to\‘:_t~

Z -

e o . 9

( make Chrigmd.u..!l(WhaEz did we do about the last one? Who wa.:g.:,,
l he? e praise God for H}m? Ci)o ywe really pray tm;each -

Are we comforted and encouraged about the things of

another?

Christ? @the church a house of prayer filled with Godly men
|

| LA . 4 y 2
ot prg\éer, singing in excitemént of forgiveness given to all?

] Are we thrilled by the way our children embrace the faith?

many good Sameritians their home here_in the churc

Aisn vt Imaldmo Prar +he 1ast can +o come back? Are we senhding



Joyed.

~ .(\ r
- @-the grace of God and w geJare members of

the church, That's the way we fit in the picture. @ki:nd'
of frult dows God expect of us? The answer is plain--gggdnsss
e 1

Godliness, character, the way of life.

We could enumerate some

=

of the qualities-~the quality of obedience-Jesus wants us to

obey Hin.

We see that everything has some ultimate purpose.

These qualities and much more are our responsibility

For example, the man sees an end to everything in his own

environment. Everything points to man as the lord of creation.

That is what he was intended to be and everything waits upon

him.

T God, all the ‘time, és 1@@% that should
/

grow naturally. We find that he was disappointed in thig 1”‘;9@
The fact is that Jesus wasing for gre.ges on this tree

but He was looking for the kind of frait which the tree was

supposed to bear.

£ h i £C .
Q ) you find suc pewh% of Christ

earth are such people doing in the church, we a.sk? Well,)
| ¢ |

X

there are various reasons. /
Py
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There are thosz)ﬁ{o are bhere because it's the thing to d g

that is, it's(fashinnable> :1
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: make Chrigtians!®/Whab did we do about the last one? Who we
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of comprgsion--He said that they would be destroyed.
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The miracl

| given us gomething more to worry about.

% (gihtge church todg 1l that she ;g gracked up _to ;e? Has

th:;;gs and forgotten what happend to th
' T

temple( ;;E&are ve doing? Do weup a spire top and with a

“ cm“s‘ring a bea and think we are in business? Whose business?

A

here nothing more to the church than oz:ga.nization, 8

choir, and a few hired professionals? We talk about salvation,
butwe have it? Then vhy do we have such cheap cogvg;gé;ps?
A3

and his children neatly
chriatepd and all of this suffices to wa_muﬂﬂp!!

Qronouncements, cempaigns for funds, drives for membersh Pl‘
o~ i)
T wonder sometimes if the church has lost the key of the king

rOm have & chu

@kind of mothers are we to our members. We claim to '
P

i @_‘L‘E_B‘EES_GQQ—SCQI—H}W? @We really pray +n§each -

another? Are we comforted and encouraged about the things o"f_“'

Christ? @the church a house of prayer filled with g% men

of Ergee;', singing in excitemént of forgiveness given to all?

Are we thrilled by the way our children embrace the faith?

@n&ny good Semaritians make their home h_g_g; in the chure
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whe sgvenuvy out to serve:d Ur has that high l1life died down leav~'

, ing us like a tree with leaves and no fruit?

We would remind

crites in here tha e, Nevertheless wi
—— — ——

—

must dread hypocrisy less Christians become wool in sheep's

iy
A

clothing. Those who never darken the deoor of the church are

perhaps in danger as those who come in and join the church with=

out any service. When we ity we take on

a terrible risk of being two-faced. It's bad enous

Ch_;ﬂ. without adding a pretense. The

for its fallurﬁzlfor its false show of green 1ea.ves7without

nourishifg-fruit to back it up. ?

in God's house was th

only thing that ever made Christ pdss judgement in this way.

This (tree Wwas not checked that night on the way horme, but ‘3

v&thered from the (rootszg and @

A‘Id said, "Rabbi

Jesus to dismiss thefcompl

) 13 Iis disciples. He

what He had done was nothing unless the
»»
God.ﬁ‘ He told them that if they had faith they could move

|
mountains-~they could 1ift it up and place it in the sea:they
——————

Whatever you ask for in

prayer, believe that you have received it and it will be yours.

N
here ist ree; it is withered." It was like

| and the /c"hﬁstian S

. there by accident;

After such a difficult miracle, Jesus didn't give the discipleé

a little relief. No! That incident was a Junping off point!

fie moved then on out end told them thit(Ehere was poverat thet

flngertips. What is He waiting for but your faith .and my faith!

In other '_words' tpia

are thereby expected to be responsible.

miracle concerns everyone of us for we are p‘rivileged_ persons,

It is this—-that Wnt natural b;gggggs, and
rell_gle_tis_gxg;g;es such as they had in the day of our Lord.

Unfortunately, the tendencies of those in the day of Jesus, Just

| as it is with us, is to consider the advantages which we enjoy

| constitute some‘specigl claim)qun God's favor. So far did

these people in the days of Jesus carry th1§<8?1n§ of v;g):hat

if their neighbors were taken by death and they were gpared, the:
7z

A regapfted. that as something special from God.

Thisds A fresh_) it still has a meaning for us

Here is something that tells us that

@g{s exgegtins someth;gg from xay Mo this

expectation just as the tree expected fruit, W_

p there wanted it

there. He had chosen that particular kind of tree because he

wanted figs. He put it there where the soill was rich; the tree

would be well p:.g_:..%ted. He guaranteed tha’c tree by good y,,
oy

B Vil s 4 JiAsat et Al db e (i =i’ 4 -
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We find that in this story here there was no fruit, there-

fore He instructed that this tree might be destroyed and cut

down.

|

That hningﬁ_nngg_Egig_gngect. égg!hear a, great deg% todgg

about the éléé,i_s of man &nd that brings me to a subject which

T would like to turn around to hhe rights of God. I do not

hear very much in the common speech W@ :
7

We are @alking sbout the rights of man and the rights of
i R

individuals.
———
s

I'm not speaking sbout man's rights in regard to
his fellow man, but about man's rights in regards to Gog. What
i A & ” /)ré/%[e ﬁmw
a man has a rig 0 exp c‘%;rom 0 s B
Y Pnrid 27 M‘/Z i
v me v

S

fia Jn ,
Some menf222e even dared endugh to write what they would

do if there were God. To me, that is blasphemy,

i
I thin @‘ as some rights in regard to human life. To

my own heart, to your heart--this to me is the first truth of
human life. The soveriégitz of God is based upon the fact that
every man is the creation of God and the offspring of God., T
am a thought of God--physically, spiritually, intellectually,
emotionally. Analize this as you will. God made me; 1 am

d
God's .property and you are the property of God.

it's a touch

>

If there be a touch o'upon the world

1 | SRS w e
1 4

g

g R LAl A el 4 e This is God's world--His sunshing

b (M doash o b Sl . A . 2ot o AR (it o (onih R 2 e (L Ll e ok .

sy

Yes! 1 believe there are actually some in the churc

sitions.

church for

o once said that he wanted to Join a church! Wel.

he felt like h@in the city and he said that he had
&

discovered that in his ;:btieg;ggnline_gf business it wouldn't

{ be altogether unhelpful if he were a member of that certain

chureh. Why, of course, he should have been rejected.

There are the @glﬁléd with the th;t to whom our

Lord referred in another parable,

It is true that sometimes we

adopt the attitude of therservant of the man who had sown good

geed in his field in that he wanted to go in and pull out the

tares, forgetting that he might also root up some of the wheat,
Now there are others who

are fruitless in the sense that
their righteousness is é;e negat;ve kind.} These are the kind

of people who are alwayséﬁﬂ!!}’uheq_they are charged with

disagzointinﬁ the God who has so blessed them and f ed them.

ent it. are always

talking of thefé%g things»that they do not. do, but they are

e W

These are

{(never) fond of about th d thi
wg out the good things in which they could

be engeaged. These people are really weak. They are completely

(iffisfied?with their own moral fiL%§§s and they brand them-

selves with reverence. They seem to pay respectful attention

to the Gospel, but they mistake the joy and the privilege of it.
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s?gzg;s, the skillful hands that tended it--this was felt to b»”

Just{fisfgigg_for existence; but God expects results and He

expects them of us because we are so0 privileged with His means.

The- with the tree is that it _had the sunshine, I

the showers, the attention(@y)there were no There are |

—

N
people in the church who are like that. They enjoy the means dﬂ@
e —- \

grage; they enjoy the assembling of God's people together. They
% /

even sin ragises with them. They enjoy the sermon sometimes.,
e o
But there is(no}evidence of fruitfulness within their lives.

They are qg&_ggg%}pg in grace. They are not able to stand

today where some years back they stumbled. They cannot say that

today they have an enthusiasm or desire for discipleship.

. 1
For such people there is a Judgement~-that's why He gaid

there is a curse. God said, "If I wanted a tree Just to shade

myself from the sun, I would have planted an oak tree, but if

you want fruit, you plant a fruit tree."

Out of this parable you find that you can't read it with-
out(éxamininﬁ your hgg;%) Perhaps for many years by the grace
of God you have occupied some place in the vineyard of the

church. You have been cultivated, and you have been given

attention. But there are no rgggggs, bhere are no regg%;s for
If there are none, the judgement is to cut it dounm.

the Lord.

AL w.-w— ‘_n.'lvll\.u P oy wusswl‘atlu. WASS ',»

>

PRS- Rk R R ot Ul By W é’r’\mpmﬁp wonld gab

"I it J’t ha]le |

a lltTle extra tine.” There was

nd.ths tres . wan gparcl 1L you are fruitlesg you

are given allittle more t;mf of the season of grace to bring

fruit. If there was no fruit on the tree after it had been

glven a little more time, it was to be_cut down._ What about

your life? After a situation or experience what? A@!!;_g_!ggr

mon, what? After further warnigg‘_néeﬁ? I believe ybur time
is come. The approach of your time can be overdue and overdone.

But anyway I am hoping that you will respond to this message.
Jesus was here talking to them about the main things in the

last hours of His life here on this earth.(fgheed to know

| that we_are grig;eged. one what God wants you to-do

OLATE, yOu simply indg%éigg yourself? Do you speﬁd your time

day after day upon yourself?

t yourself in the(place of the tred with its attention.

Go over this in your mind with all the mercies that you know
i

of God's grace.upen féu. Think about the bless of your life
e blessings |

| the churcg, the fe%;gﬁféip, the prqxefgk_ﬁhe preaching--all of
Ao

these things thét you have been surrounded with and witness too?

Has it all been for vain glory?

He talks sbout the Lord's

By - Qeaial) told

vineyard, the Lord's plants, the Lord" tati
pok - plants, rd's expectatjgns of fruit,

the Lord's disapgoigﬁgents, and the Lord's_gggggggp;_upon the
—‘

Judgement , according to Isaiah, was immediate because

vineyard,
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and the, opportunities, thege was feilure. Who is this searcher r grass but it has destroyed many. The ever made apything:;
————— s A o 1]
and seeker? In<§§£§§-55)we find that it is the h“n?:;; saving | he has destroyed much. Z5vil is destructive not constructive. 1
: t H ad f t i
son of God. Think of all that He had done for tha treel } Tﬁnvo in God's world. The blue sky is His; the pising sun is His.

h,All the forges of my life which He has given me are His., I am in

Where He seeks a fig tree, He does not seek among thorns

. "$he world and this is God'
and brViaz_s. This tree had the name of fruit bearing but it was 8 world, My, dear LricHCSSiEEISIGHE

| tree--God made it. That God" :
a desception. Many look like they are Christians but there is ~————— S c>""“"’7d B trge; He —ow—’g':e'-il—it' i

 had right to its propri
o ol ‘ gh proprietorship and we need to be careful

b
. about this to see that we have some rights all right, but God

In éerse 13)we read that the discoverer found nothing. has rights. We talk too much sbout man's rights instead of God'
First of all he found én abundant profession with the abundance , rights todey. I think that ought to be turned around for a

of life and plgy of activity, but like the man ,sHédsaid, "One while.

thing that thou lackest." Like Jezebell) painted yp, like a '

- . S .
Gane) I think another thing-&logdad sone noral exvectations

@ithout water, the barren fig tree had a to live ; & ad tations. IHe

" decided mpon the action here. H
but was dead. Revelation 3:1 L8l ave you not a right to expect

b
g @E:;igrom an _apple tree? Well, you wouldn't argue with me

Perfect destitution——nowothing for Chrif}i about that. You apply that in the higher realm. If a man is
This is a picture of those who spend their strength daily in ‘i God's creation, if all the forces of his being have come from

tthings that do not count.’ He ooks)and He takes time to' look *l God, what has God a right to expect from man!

carefully beneath the leaves. God judges: the heart. The show what & man h > y

— s - _has a right to expect from afdig - and he will

of leaves, fresh and green, hide things from the eye of man, say, "F.ig/s." "What have you & right to expect from an apple
—_— : e PP

but the all searching eye of God seeks it out. ~ As ‘the Psalmist trée}" "Apples!" Now I am not afraid of the simplicity of
P T

)

said, "Search me oh God and try me."™
» :’; 3’ 7 Ks I‘) _7‘% p&o”‘y‘)ﬁ?‘ﬂv VMW “»
@ triea £6 cover himselffwith leaves, but_God aid ot God expect 2 o ok b A

acknogledge such. He knew that he was naked.  Nothing but | 45 all. What does He expect from a boy? Boyhood. What does He

‘ this ilkustration.




SAPELL TTOM "8 g1rl e Girlhood! From a woman--womanhood! God

does not expect vo Q_ever be an @‘ but He does expect thﬂ.&\

you should be a man. God expects you to worship, pray, be ‘4
2 .

e

A preacher ﬁ

religious; God requires of a man that he be & man.

was dying and his daughber said to him, "You will soon see the

angels." He replied, "Folks are better than angels." A

God comes through Christ here, and the bf the plant

are examined until He finds the fruits that He wants, The ;
‘———-————7

question is(EamYGod find His fruits in vour 1ife?

hood? Manhood is revealed in thegman_ni_mgéggg;h—-that's man-

 hood. The ctest: of our lives is the test of not comparison with |

What is man-

What is man? A man is the man Christ Jesus--His
h————7 &

R O et
revelation of God; He is ever the one thét we should

S

until we look like Jesus.

‘humility is what we need and to measure 1ife by His. He was the |
e |

stand beside?

We are engaged in a battle in this

world and in Christ we mee the heert of God. We are familiar
R ——"

with Him and He is the one who leads us. If we are going to meet

God's standards of bearing fruit, then we must measure up to His

life. Nothing but leaves!

W

The spirit grieves over years of

p—

—

wasted life. There is Ro_fruit in the world's sins.

We cannot

gladen and satisfy the heart of God unless there is service--

service to help men.

T em—

» true of the children of the surburbs and the cities anq the

% I‘Z gérse ]_.Z:’we read that _fthere is the search, Th lars

-

ya of avﬁefnon vho tgéught it was

I read the

& sin and bed thing gut_children in an orphanage who had *’ﬁ

% _
e satd. "T an' Wit G0
no fether nor motkeT. But this other friend said, "I am not i

80 sure about that. I don't agree with you because," he 4 "i

—

said," in scores of instances those children only had their
- ece—

chance of life when father and mother were dead." That may

sognd_czazx_&g_zqgi\but it's more true than you think.
5

Itjis

countryside today. You feed your children; you c%gzgsgggd

educate them, but what chance have some of them of becoming
— :

spiritually educated(;ithout your examglél Had it ever occured
e x : 30 - : \

to you, young man, young woman, that somebody could take your

place at the office making a better chance for the person sit-

ting next to you to become pure? These searching words of

Jesus, "He thal is not for me is against me. He that gathereth

not with me, scattereth." These are the only two moral forces

—

in the world--those that are scattered and those that are

gathered. Some that are using God's resources fit into the

former group. Now I am not standing in j on you tonight

but_God knows all of us at the judgement bar. It is the words
\

S—

of Christ that we are to be judged on, and we stand together
before those words tonight. He comes to us with the revelation

of the rights of God.
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| In we read of the judgement. The tree was

[ withered away.. Woe unto you tonight, hypocrite. How shall you

excape the damnation of Hell?“(ﬂiEi is the value of a creed, a

f chureh connection, or E_Egpg for a life if there is nothing to

% 9

| satisfy the living, yearning soul of Jesus. When He comes it
S ———

is not to make us fruitful, but to seek fruit.

Inead that the curse affected the roots and

p thQ\tree dried up from the roots. That is, when He spoke the

dried up. To him that hath no frait from him shall be taken

awvay the sap that produces fruit.

l

!

! word that power kegt back the sap in the earth and the tree
r— e —

It was like it in the d and in the days of Lot.

So it will be today. I am fearful forn the days _of the church

II Thessalonians 1:7,10.

It withered away because of the sin of omission. Its

L

] beautiful appearance, its beautiful leaves--what could they do

| for it now? Bewaré as the Pharisee and take warning!
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