e
lands, and all that they could see was the c¢lothes. which

they gambled for,

-
-

But it would be hard 'to convince th%{ggnnam_w

that Jesus gave nothing but clothes., He could testify

that he gave new'hoge and a clean heart that day, that

he ga\;e the unspeakable gift .of salvation to him. Many .
failed to see that and so Jesus invites you to come to obtain
this gift without money and without pricé,"

3

-

IT. The; Sou%ht to Win the Best g Chance .

One garment of Jesus was appreciated by the soldiers
~— =
| and seemed to be degirable ahove all the others. This was

! 'bb{seamless coat&r robe worn by peasant men of Galilee,

The one worn by J esuﬁ myst _have been woven by the loving

‘hands of his mothery To divide this garment would have

*  ruined it, Its worth in mere patgches would be almost

nothing, So they said, let us hot render it, so they

agreed that whatever disposition was made of it they would

not destroy it. Eég_ch soldier wanted it for his own, Let

us cast lots for it they said.

We do not suggest that this seamless robe had any

- THE OAMBLERS AT CALVARY
i " John 191232l

We would first of all like to get a fresh M.n of the

( -Iggge) of the mob and the sqldiers at the foot of the oross

;hich, when studied, would cause even the angels to weep,

—

He has been stripge& of his garme;lts s suffering and ashamed,

We have but to look back in the Garden of Eden to see when

the fi_z:s_(égﬁstoo naked)and ashamed and condemned and

e

offended before Goa. Now, in order thatman might be clothed,
we see that the last Adam endured the cross., As we see,

these men areée_en} about his clothing and yef they are

—————

( inq;ﬁfggent') concerning his grace. He said, "Father,

forgive them", but they did not seem to be interested in

his grace, only his garments, Theseéoldiers symboliz@a

great mass of people today who are interested in the by-

products of Christianity but are not interested in Christ.

I, Interested In the Secondary While the
Igore the Primaﬂ
’i‘hese men gave attention to thq,[four garments »lhich

were of about equal value: ‘a pair of sandals, a turban, a
pair oi SaRGals, o N i

girdle and a qloak. The tllnr:i;c was of more value, and as
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Jof the Roman soldiers, they recognized that

the garments of the victim belonged to the crucifying

soldiers, ngm@tell us that this was the

practice and the soldiers proceeded to appropriate the

garments of Jesus for themselves, Higs clothes were hence-

forth to be worn by thems There was nﬁgg_gg_,(or the

........ ——R

disciples or for the mother of Jesus _m_ﬁnbjgg_t. because this

was finally decided by the soldiers., Men do the same thing

with the by-products of the cross 1—,@9 « When we think
abou@eg:l;g_al sciencé}which was not in existence as we

know it today, when Jesus came to earth, the concern for
man's release from disease, with its able physicians
3 e ——
hospitals, and healing ministry is a direct product of our
Lord, ;
We think about theé 1lift of won .)and we recognize
i:hat this, along with many other secondary benefits, came

with the Christ,

We accept thes th n of Eratitude;y The

world uses them, the world enjoys them, theéjick man)in the

hoéﬁ.tal may demand the best of the medical profession and

at the same time curge Christ with his next breath, The

3.
doctoy who may have acquired skill and received the.aid
of_the healing which God is able to give.to his patients,

and yot.digoredit Gods Thes

and then announce that he is an

The[{;se of these products Jof Christ' rifice do

not change the h o As we thixl;l'émbr*'th sanda

which the 'sildier gambled for, he had nth to

the plgces of vice and sin but often to some place of

prayer in Gethsemane, But on the feet of the soldier whose

possession they came to be, they would frequent the places
of sin and probably never again seek the presence of God,

-

Here is a s’iragﬁ\)which comes to light too often over-
th

looked,(wearing garments) of Jesus does not constitute
one a Chrism for this is a matter of inward experience,
As a matter of fact, taking these secondary things they

ignored the primary,

D A USRSt

@ did Christ give away beside his old clothes? ,

Those soldiers were there, ,ngy knew what was happening,

they could testify that Jesus 0

may attend tho/ university
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epurning his claims , and the atonement remains a nysiery.
in their lives. They fgel no obligation to the Christ nor

to the church which he purchased with his own bloods There

are men today who seek to win the best gifts of Christ by

chance and put little attention to their obligations te

e anad

Christ and his church,

When we think about hiq §1ft of §ng h[_e_ would do

well not to rend it, There are some people who would not
deny it or criticize it or destroy it. They are all con-

vinced that there is nothing more important than salvation.

i £ th th
At mother's _knge, in Sunday. School, from the pup?t ey

have heard the story of his cleansing power. They have no
difficulty in understanding this message. They fear k('}od ¢

too much to say a word against the crogs. All of qs'know

people like this and ye&tb.ex.gh.npa..,,’m,wm,the..kbaak,.hy-,v

cbancg .

For they do.nob definitely, sincerely seek to pogssegs

Christ in the scriptural way of response and faith, Like

the. soldiérs they say, let us cast lots for it. They hope

that by chance fate or somehow-God.will save ;l'.heg before

@}.el, come to _g:l__ie.) They certainly(ivoul_d not want _to ster

|
|
}

|
{

-at _the cross are still in action.

50‘

It was not as a rabbit's fooh. to give
ong. great power, but it does. tell us that their desire to

special significance.

possess it illustratoes a very common attitude today in
reference to the most precious gift that Christ offers at
Calvary., We must keep in mind that these Roman soldiers

who supervised the crucifixion of Jesus were in perfect

order when they divided up the clothing of Jesus. IHowever,

they resorted to the agg;ent Eracmgg of a baser sort,

namely gambling.

They marveled at the seamless robe and .

{'turned to gamble for 11:. /

At this point I should like to mention a note from Dr,

<!aston's book) "Right or Wrong", when he said he stepped in
’ oy Bor o

Cipeinnattie one night and happened to walk by a parochial-—

school building where it was a weekly feature to have bingo.

He said there must have been 1§00 people. presentlwho had

paid $1.00, People were winning prices announced over the
e

public address system. The profits, he was.told, went to

the church and the schools We we conclude that the gamblers

As you read the news-

papers, someone has said that 50 million adult Americans

gamble regularly. Ernest Blance 1{}:‘ zgg!aaid that

- 26 midlion Americans played bingo, 22 million played dice
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6s,
or cards for money, ion bet on athletic evenis,

million -each year, They tell us there are .&- |

million slot.machine addicts who play these one-armed {

9 mi

bandits. So you see it mounts as you add to this the Irish
Sweepstakes, purchasing a chance on an automobile, or a

trip or a wheel at -the carmnival or football and baseball

. pools. If we approach gambling from th@m@

viewpoint ‘there is enough proof that agy person who gambles

There is an.old saying that
That is not only true of

The probabilities

are always against the 'better.

horseplayers always die broke,

. horseplayers but of others who are possessed by the gambling

habit, A]iﬁ%}re fixed so the operaters can
be sure to get frbm 50 er cent of all the money

spent or wagered. For example, the Wmare

called one armed bandits because usually the machine gives
B R o

'f ten to twen er cent of all the mon ut
back only from %en to Ly per ¢ . he money -p

into the. slot,

They tell us that gambling has reached such an exten}

in some parts of the count that families are suffering

in contrast to the use of alcohol. In 1949 in(Ca ia).

an organization known as Wember-

17‘. .
ship of 21 was started for the prupose of helping '”'1*'3
to break the gambling habit, They tell us that this |
organization has now increased their members in W'
As we think of dishonesty aﬁi fraud and aw” o

corruptness that goes along with this we are more conseious

Too often this is protected by socioby and

of its effect.

\/p;o\liticians who are frequently-the-servents of it, Even
the slot machine is a threat to good government., People

. L~
tr;y:.pg Po get something for nothing. Law enforogegtl

officers receiving ., .

On every hand you read

- and hear about people who have created qg_m;b_w

—
e

cease the gifts and influences of Jesus and the by-products

of Christianity, then, like the amblin sol

they leave Christ on h:.s cross ignore, rejected, nﬂg and

humiliated. We see this happening daily. There are people

who take the gifts of Christ and gamble them away, For

-

€ e ch ,_n‘_order to help their business
- T S T
connections, This to me is a form of gambling. These

sgldiers t i u his divine presence,
.‘ . \—
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finally finishing his term of service in Jerpgalem and
f:EEEEEEE_Eg_Eme and he wears this garment and people ask
him about it. He probably tells them that this was the robe

of a strangerman of Galilee whom he helped to crucifye

He' probably knows of and relates a few thingg»that happened

at the cross for these friends of his. How. that he prayed

for those that were putting him to death,and hqfﬁhﬁaﬁggj’

about_his souvenir that it was sgge@h}pg_gpecial. He

probably related how one of the(ﬁhiefs ggé!;ggﬂdown in a

strange way after committing his life to God. And I can

imagine his friends ask if he thought the(&enturionywas

He probably

right, could he have been the Son of God.

replied, qpy worry about that, this robe is the thing to

get _excited abgu « But his friends perhaps wanted to know

/more about that thlef)and what Jesus said to him and he

¢+ probably tries to piece together what Jesus said in his
s —

conversation with him and these friends probably wanted

———

the same kind of peace, And then, no doubt, they want on

to question him about theéggg;;QgL__;ggg,;gmg)and how the

body disappeared. Some of them had heard reports. But the

Foldier stuck to his story that thebest thing)about the
deal was that he got, this robe out.of the crucifixiony and

he was satisfied. Fyiends, this was agéightxﬂPoeg)souvenir

————————— T

a
e
<?£g§go to sub God's aovreignty.

They hope that

" that day will come wib , and that gaving will be

W\ They do not want to m_-_:goa_

but will take a chance on t. To them,

somehow, it all adds up to a fairy tale. They wish upon
a cloud but is it not foolish and a fearful thing to live a
life of chance., "It is(not necessary)that you cast lots,

The Bible teaches that man pay by his(volugtary. choige)direct

life. He may deliberately turn from the destroying sin that

is before him. He may put his life in the control of the

Holy Spirit.

Serving the Lord Jesus and Not Kno

"Wy should these men at Calvary react to the situation

as they did, Was it not that God had previously planned

this very thing to be done., These soldiérs were ones God

had selected to do ite This brings us to the mysterious

presence of God; that things do not just happen. There is

a God in control. buchédnezzafilearned this the hard

_r

way, that God worked az’érding to his will and that he had
[

the power to protect s+ Thgse'men stand in absolute

You cannot escape

o g e v s
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God's control and at the same time you should not refuse says, "Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall nat yon
God your life. Too many people treat this responsibilit'y free". He is the inspiration of literature. When you ‘,l
light They are aware of their weakness and still they think of theévritinga)of Bunyen, of Milton, of Sogbt, ‘ o
" WW. These e b @ ving their Hawthorne, The fine arts are also rooted back to Chrdstian
gwermnent%%ggt in the presence..of the Lord Jesus and yet influence in the works of Handel, or Mozart and of Baghs
they didrn'ot recognize hin as the Saviour of the world, We think of pgintings and political heritage; especially

In fact, they rejécted him as the Saviour, Is this not will help you to see that the one

trué, as I have éreviogsg menti M) that we accept a great remaining thing of

colony is the old ch « The
many things that Christ is responsible for without giving moral influence of Jesus is felt throughout every phase of
him credit, There were noﬂgﬁds;{i;als; that these Roman life. Men are willing to use these many things and yet
soldiers could go to when 4ll. Wheﬁ Jesus came into the ignore Jesus., As he said to one of the disciples, "Have
world there were many séenes of disaster without mercy, I been so long time with you and hast thou not kl;om?".

i

There were no(otphanges)for the children and yet men today
c———————w

¢ontinue to d1v1de Chrlst's garments ‘in the hospitals s not Iv. LeaVini Calvﬁ with a Souvenir

knowing that these agencies did not exist before the ~ We might use our(q gina_t_i_}o!gand watch these soldiers
coming of Christ, Modern men do not recognize that march away fmmﬁiw
ée;ucati;;has an outgrowth of the coming of Christ, The They are tft.ally b‘ilmmythg.,apiritual significance of the
great universities of our countr,;:, Qx.ford,‘ Cambri dge were hour. His é&rificéhas meant notlgg to them, but it is
established by Christian people. !@g;v_gq_is the result of certain thfy treasure the souvernirs . It seems to me that
a minister giving his library for a‘.school becuase he' the crueifixion would have made a mark upon their minds
believed in education. Princetwwere founded by and they could have possessed the trophy of life,

Christian ministers. As we look about us we realize that &

Christ gives us the opportunitjes of developing, for he I can imagine the.soldier who won the (seamless 1‘02)
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: 0 \ \ to take away from Calvary, To wear this daily in the

village where he lived was a most interesting souvernir which

—————————

g ] 4 | he had brgnm__h_ggnm overseas d_gg.

But you say this was a confirmed habit or custom. TYes,

but you will(find people Jto who are Willing to do anything

advantage. They will hg‘x_ai you for ybur

clothes, they will murder you physically to attain their

selfish end., His disciple sold him for thirty pieces of

| silver. Why is it then a wonder that this ignorant soldier

who crucified him gambled for his garments.

This was done i gi'eat hasteZas soon as he was crucified,
- i o o

. before he was dead., They hastened to dévide his garments

? before his very eyes. This is typical of a good many people

today who love to gain and are ever in haste as soon as the
! victim is in the grips of somg affliction, before the grave _
is open they are already searching for the keys dividing

the spoil. » O

In this there was aéiiteral fulfillmer@.of ‘the ancien

-

Scriptures of old,

s¥. /5, 955 Fm, ,
'Mlzljd'f . m _ e : A
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Everything connected with@%becomea ‘things to luck or chance, They withold their love, Lhey
interesting., The birth-place and the house in which a ( treasure a few souvenirs of sin.) Think of what bLhey “‘
man, lives, his chaire _The garments of Jesus are also full have had instead of a few garments. g ot
% i e : \ T
of interest., They fell inbte w gy and what @
@ —————— '-"~~j ..-I

. a change. This was once worn by the Son of God, afterwards E’@mz_had.heen_, would you have acted as the 'ﬁ
to be worn by a thoughtless soldier, Yet at the same time soldiers did? !

it may have been good that they did not fall into the

ignds)pr there might have been the danger But you are tfgg, you are face th C
of ”i-c.iol try, for you remember that it was ﬂlf&;ﬂ’OL@WhO j every moment ﬂa“r;dlym_am‘dnmg_exaﬂ]x_m]aj_ﬂ:g: “You
Hed been_ 3,-’&9—1‘. for many years who Ewﬂm c;f_ this are enjoying his material blessings and refusing his grace,
garment and was healed. You are gambling with chance to bring you eternal hopes

| You are treasuring the things you can not possess but for

Therefore,;}m our %s?as far as we can him,
2

before we die and leave some good gifts to fate. It matters

but little what becomes of our garments when we are finished

with them, but we should will the best things that we have

to the service of Christe It was sin that robbed Jesus of

his clothes and nailed him to the cross. It was sin to

ignore his grace. It was sin to gamble before the dying

eyes of Jesus, It was sin to with-hold their love.

But let us remember that many people today are

ngglgw thing and yet at every turn leave
T p—— e NEVERT L,




