P T
Ha_cg_u._;@ Jesus knew the young man's-gapebility
and possibilities. He knew the youw, and

temptationa.  He knew that underneath and alongside of that

rayi r_eterns e there lay ahearl of worldliness. Mo

fopeeg were battlings  There was #lesh and spirit making ‘their

battlefield din hi

Pl

b

_W&ve their originin the
Just as the two words knight
The diwvines |
end the, démon ju the Samchuuan.aou. That which WM

and knave may be trsged back to & single root word.

.

also makes h The(fy nay reise fine wheats It ma
% e, o
also raise Weeder He who 'might have been an aposgl.e can also
become aM What awful alternatives confront every, human
R )

b i

.soul, born inthe worlds Your soul musk be. on guard._

" vase.

This struggle for the master_sgpyas acted out that day'in

the young man's.soul, Hits w andvliis best s the fles!

and the spirit, the demo and' the divine waged an awful warBare.
u > )ﬂ . / g 3 : 2 b e

And Jesus saw it.all.

And Jesus: knew, ,Here was the young,msn's
—7 > N

response in danger of throwing away his: capacity.for noble

The young man, was cgpable of great deeds.

want to be commonplace or:mediocre.

& i o T oA

services. He'did not

Here was “The finest, the nebles i dmpul-
AT, m o WD !
ses of his nature were at a cridical moment surging din his soul,
S————

urging him to divine life, Jesus would have made. this permanent

| inquiring after eternsl life.
Scholars: will | Ll

| calls "the great refusal".,

a wyveep.

THE ( 2 REFUSAL

“Mepk 10:17-22
._l‘_ Txils interview betwegn Jesus and the rich young ruler is

-

one of vthe most‘draggﬁclscenes in 1;h'e New Testament.

erly

The face of the yo& man turned toward' Jesus ea

is(Lacg) was radiant, beautiful,

H
.éég}_ow with lgpéf‘ulness. But he turned away and W

His fell, His face lost

H.e ‘went away

that glow oi‘ hope and became dark, despondent.

grleved.

Iwmm% @e_s_l;mesn to go away

from Chris t‘?

It means to. govaway from the highest manhood. It means to
e —— -—-——-—7

l:l.ve on a lgwg; levgl of life than God intended man to lives The

f callfof Christ is the(call of the cross ,) And the ecall of ther,

\0ross is always a call to higher ma@'ood, nobler achievementy

larger adventure for God's servige.  This young man went away

éorrgﬂa His sorrow was the sorrow of a man who had not the

courage to follow the highest ideas. 'The story of this nameless

young man is @ tragedy which appeals to'our sympathy,

It is strangely like thisulcldﬂrf a soul., A great golden

opportunlty came to h;.ln that day, but he n&gﬁd"lt, 1gst it

forever, That!s the tragedy of the thlng.

Th_e turning away

is enough and tragic enough to ¢ ause
S

¥ 4

from the call of the gross,
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The hour this young man stopd before Jesus was an illuminous

hour in his life., Fg nt the transcendent ‘phin,s of the

kingdom of [ >r*gh§_e, in deafeping Splendor before him, ~Under the
|

impulse and influence of that divine moment, he ‘asked for the
highest and divinest gift Jesus ¢ould give or confer, There had)
come to him what does not often com.e Th 2 mén's life, _A heavenly

about i.t. all is he wass not |

gkan, and voice that called him up “to" the
i e

heights, lﬁk%—ﬂi;m&a;l, hgwmm}ty, and he

turned sway and mis it and.logt it forever,
spase arey 4 wigast 10 e0d gt 4 Sty

he might
7 ‘ )
have 'been., Oxr made,  What a champion of the 39; th he might have

becomes  With this lgning, his pgosition, his §i£t, he probably

We regret his refusal. What apfideal discip

could have 'become one. equal unto Paul, the preacher,  Hadhhe

been obedient to the heavenly wision, had he.followed the light,

of God, Jesus ‘could heve fitted him for the highest of deeds.

But the young man turned awsy and so far as we know,.migsed

forever the highest gg@ hisnature was capable of possessing. P

He dropped.down to-t e commonplace in character and.services

Men toda man Stood,

e

the p a;-_tﬁ;ﬁ

e

They stand at
of the wgys. Men are {fmpted as he was tempted.

They turn away from the heroic cglls of religion and make the

great refusal and lose the lif'é:' tha t1 is real life, that is

eiy 104
eternal Life, * You and I may not have the great g’gssesgé gns

| thatithisiman badgithe lgRg.of tlgdiordd mey be.a dominags and

dea@ly part in theheart of a poor men as well as thdt of a

millionaire, You wil
W

as on'‘the boulevgg. It is the love of' mopey ‘that Jesus warns

And the love of money is active in all men's hesrts,
This incident rather .g.hows Christ!

against.,

grinteres tlin ‘young mans-

hood, The ‘heart of Jesus went

of loye ‘and

goodwill toward: him, . Jesus Looked upon'him, loved him, ' He' saw

in him posgibilities of noblestimanhood and of Highest 'service,

This young men had grown up in 2/ well-to-do home, . .He had been
. P o

educated, he Was the best product of culture a“nd:.religion of

that day.,

glean, upright, cultured,ljg\ea ted young man'moving 'in the high

circles, the hest of }i_ggles of 'sgeiety.

Jesus looked upon him and loved .k_zim.

or weaken or tone down this sj 5 faet

modify it. DBecause was a splendid-youhg man,*.A finé fellow in

You must not witer

We ‘'could net

every way.
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until we reach this measure of periection.:

4

ks
iy

hy N S

| and va.ctor:.ons. Chrigtlag_experience, Christian charactar, and

The young man wantg%é do goue heroic thi@ Jew Chrlstlan achlevement. ’ ) R uA . .

him how he might., And the tragic side of the incident is,that

the young manflizd not meggga up, o the standards. D%

to the ooccassion. Instead .of ri_s:.ng_,‘ge went.d xg Z Instead of

being ’a_‘ij;i‘%ond’ he was content to be just a piece of chapeg?l.

4nd instead of being a blazing, shining:electric light for«God;
e

he was content to be just a cgﬁ]&‘/,
dﬁpelsonnaid the French Revelution was ge ggenlﬁﬂ&ﬁ

tale NoglJesughshowed this young man:an,open path for.
talent, for heroic‘ .

S .', and hunmnim And 'bhis young

' man sank bejow the great occasion. He missed the heights of

holy characters:And humane service that.he was capable of
reaching. He.stayed down inh_th_e,nlley. .

His book was on the threshold of boundless 1lifé. . Hewas'at

And swith its divide
h

th&f ver ki .

splendor beckoning him on, he rmr_. He was dg' sobed-
ient to. the heavenly vision.  He would got follow the calliof
9.5

And seo fell back into the life of worldliness,

the cross, Lost

%0- the use and name of Christ.

15 it to fail in 1ifeMp To die early 18 not to fail.
—-w-u

ile live in deeds, not years,” She who pesses away in the morning

A 4 ‘
of heré’ adiant goung waganhoé@dm_@r life .or lbve in

l.
5
se |

{verse 21)

vain. For service here, she passed to higher service beyond.

B

-

The yg% ma# anted “to becoma”biis‘sessor of eter@l J.'E'
e —

He says, _(}_gml teacher, what shall I do that I may 1nhe1:|.t

‘oq;erml llfe?n WL have g% ewmom, y_o,s_ita.on, @ja_tion.;

But Wealth, education, positiony and Pepusation Gombined ds Aot

.‘M
xécannot satlsfzithe crav1ng of the immortal n.ature. A5 gome-

_thing h:.vher and better for me »than this world can give, ' Tell

. me How I'may-secure this high'attaimment that can.come: to.a man,

' He felt Wi'bhin. himself thespush or the paggion for perfection.

It was the Christ influence over him that gave him the craving

for 'these high things:"® For Jesus sent his-disciples into the

world with 'a passion for perfection. ' - Gl
JWMS young man's ambition, "Oh thé

contrar&, he' pointed out tovhim the broad opportunities for

»charae ter, d}l}ﬂ,‘ _servi}cp:gr In effect, Jesus said to him, you

arg conspioiously rich, You have sotlal.praiuance, intelloctual

culture, prominent stétion and possessions

Use your weal};h, not for yourself but for humamty

-

Use. your talents, not to win fame; bub to{ift humani ty to
higher levels,

This was @




L% 3t pnir

ice, I'ake

i :LS dlvn.ne. And here was anw for se
uE the crossi the symbol oi consecrated sex'vn.ce to , a‘:d“rw
olfow me, Ggé; ;2 \gyllfe in the womm.é'x;:[— have dedlca ted
my l:Lfe to. And-you-eould feel ‘that Jesus"Was seying “to him,

"I am here. ,Car Eﬁ for humanity. Arrain.;t the tides ? Erlye
0 % % 4\( health t free em ﬁos s Lo r 2

1112_0 why z br'%:ﬁjd_fd Eroken.“._u, )u?':ue

o .
Here. is a great consecrat:.on. Now @
ma_nls_n.,u.es.tmn

on by maki reat cons€cration,

diyidends must be ready: to make greait-i

If & ma to_get the best that can be gotten out of
the kingdom of _God, he must invest in it the best thought, the
best talent, the best energy, the best‘weal’.cjgl» s phe best brains

he possesses. It is not anything less than the best;

Religion is the incarnstion and mapifestation of the divine.

!s:1ife: to the, cause.
lere in tl"lis wor}d and in the world hereafter: It reguires and
m >

And to xou comes

And from you will come some: response,

oroduced the highest possible type of menhood,

fre

Jesus asked this young man to do a great deed,

No, because

Jesus

askémore ofkome men phgg of gzhers. He lays great obligations

1

Wm» the

to the possiblé grestness of the young man's nature,

| ol

-7‘ .
of service and self-demial on'some than ‘on others, "He'places
larges'opportunitiesvfor service before some ‘than he'does to

others.,

€, thegealthier Jou are, the
mw,vou arey thefar

nds Jesus Jind the gospel make on you. "'You'show what

the

kind of clay you are made out of in the response that you give

to the call of the cross.

Jesus, did no; Lepress this young man's ambit;gn. He

clarified it, ‘It elevated it. Ity d'it, ‘He put it on's
Del——p \

higher plain.’ He.tried to meke him ambitiocus to render service

»

to needing humanity.

The greatest of thg_w mede on him W&La_i‘-l:i-b‘y.e

When God

C»1ls us to.the highest, the call itself is pledged end prophes-

| ied that'the highes't is withinlous réachs

) ; ‘ for T Yam
That is o :command of God in Revelation, Which seems

almost impossiblé. ' And yet 'it'is possible in manl's redeenied
nature, ' The gospel helps us’ to measuré up .to this, atteinment,

We can be what L:od asks us to be,

JW. The ‘demends of the go’_g_al for h;;,lh chaw “Be
yehlzaslamhgly

c ormnand of God.

What a hope for humanlty 18 that high

We are to go on grow:.ng in grace and holiness'

il



and spiritual attainment. God made

%Eigg£=32=gééfsgpl and men Bhould not be content with anything

less or lower, He builds too low, s~
(i Aty |

)
!
1%
1§

Some people thirk ) ith this young man.

He was severe but‘it waédbecause of éove. He lgved Dim, There

is nothing 80 exactlng in its demands as love.

Love says for

me you must give up ezg;xjﬂ;gg ana every dy. The love of-deus

It was the youn0 man that u_gg§_;91§g__gg_ggngg§~ﬁg_ﬂ; It was

@_m_o&@u was the man_himself that Jesus wanted. Thers—

fore he said, give your money to humenity and give yourself to

me. Come join in this preat movement of world evangelization,

.......

I an laying the foundatlon for a xingdom that ohall have no end
and I want you to be one of ‘the charter members.
%u have and follow me. ligg 345 nvitation)rather :

W It wes anf pppor ther than an obligation.

Had he accepted the 1nv1tat10n, had he selzed “the opportunlty,

there would uave been one more'brlght snar 1n the stsrs to snlne

T ——n

for Christ. ad he joined the

S

pqzcment thet day, What a preacher, what a leader, What'a

rfgggggg.: But he misgggﬁixu he lost it ﬁgfever.

ood in one's sopul

If there liaﬁﬂ-iﬁ a soul>Jg§W wall brlnﬁ" that out,

ut,

What is-itoto fail?. Te be baffled?:

He oulldes beneatn the stdrs.,

".?: be w 1
18 to aim at less and achieve less,
_—ﬁ

- we

| path to high'and honorable manhood,

day that young man stood Bace to face with Josus he galned an L

i e

To ‘overcome and best¥tiown

: in-a noble cause? /That isinot to fails

What then is it fo fail? . fai 0 be and do less

than one is _cspable.of being and doiﬂ!b To fail ds toifall

of our God-given nature., To fail

To be content with less thar

’

ar and achleving. To lower your standards

To foll is to be content with

to the @gg=£ggg;'oi the world.

earth when you could have hesven. To consent and descend to a
AL WIS e R

lower good consititubs'théhtragedy of multitudes about us. He

who sees th it, Many today

looking back at &he parting of the ways where they took the lower

road are sayifig in their hearts, that théy had a call from God
and yet turned it down.

Bui'that‘goldéhifime has gone by, never to return. They
7

have lost that rich inheritince of “opportuni ty.

failed so far in life as far as life is concerned.

‘They have |
To this
young man was given the vision of spelndor. An idea of charac-

ter and service stood before him. Jesus showed him.an open

He offéred him & flace in -

The tesk for which he was born and called was that

the kingdom,

there waiting for him.

He was

1518)0f his life, yet he failed.

g S—



heard him say up the lament of dife saying, I had a noble
purpose and had the strength: to.compassiit but Irstopped hald-

way'and wrongly gave the first fruits of my boil! towobjects

......

little worthy: of the Qift_.‘;

this iIncident, “We have this in art, in poetry, in Sermog,-in
li_tgg_@_q_r_g_apd on the canvas, But here in his imatination the

face of Jesw#ag_w?n. One“of the finest
faces of Jesus that srt has given, "It is a strgnﬁ, egﬂ#.

manly face. w the man to the poor and

need i | !~. ~!A..,.!! i v x

is the chdmu% 3&9 and be the man God intended’

you to be, The young man standing in his splendid robes looked
throughtdylly and earnestly. He was lw
Jesys bid him to do. He is ‘@lmost persuaded to take the decisive

step that would likk his life with Christ. But lower. ambitions

clamior for bhe supremecy in his soul.

damnable work and he turns away and made the great refusal.,

A8 though h’é' was saying to him here

And these things do their

tys "So on yur souls the visions rise of

for hj bl

that fair life we never led. They flash i.n splendor™past our

eyes; we start and they are fled, They pass and leave us with

.

blank gaze, resigned to our ignoble days,"

Young men aid w. You will be tempted

| every day and year of your lifes

¢ ‘are capable of doing and being.

| whe e a giant. You will be ins in clay whe
you ought to be carving in a r, You Will be wading in the

P I

And this young men wss tempted.

You will be tempted tw and d& less than God knows you

You-will be tempted to read

inferior books, you will be tempted a8

@-W—D mwhen ou might hold high
COW and gueens of 1i I fear for

men and women today is not that they will be too

ing, But they will not bb ambitious

enoughs- - Your ideas, your standa:i‘ds, your. aspirations, your

" ——ﬂ S .

purposes, your plams, will be too low rather than too high, The
temptation and danger of your life will be that you.will not

make the Degt and the most of your life, (ié;!will be smaller

when you ought to when

marsgﬁ Jhen you ‘ought to be treading the high mountains.--You
will“be giving you.r" time to foolish; silly things and-mey God

pity. sous

| Just once, Your first duty and highest privilege is to develop

your powers o the highest.reseh of .ekéelléncé and-detvote them

to the highest service., The bust that you can be intellectually,

spiritually, is the semwisee-ef.God and he asks you to covet
' 4,

earnestly the best thingsi ™ To £0 Eg Eerfectibn; . Forpget the

things that are behind-and press to the heights of" intellec'bual*
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of linking his life with the greasww that ever

with the-purest.of

Jesus (Christe
R S —

member of the church of the

follow me was  the chance of his life. . He missed 1ty lostuit

forever, and the tragedy.af it in the closing part of verse 2l

did with his li.fe. Think what

did with his: lifess

Think what you might do. with your:life, If

you cheerfully consecrate it.to phe service of Jesus Christe

S@Ml and s tood r8loof ) from the

causeqwhen  the chojce and-the chance came to.them.  They would

Lost.to use in name, - Suppose

have dropped down out of sight,

@de the refusal when God ealled him to his lifels work

There would have been np spl_e’nclid._]md.gihip from Fgyptls, slavery

to Canaan's freedom.

There would have been no tr;uyh at the
Or eternsl lgx{__ai._b.mu..

of what you have to

give up to become a Christian. Think of what you give ﬁp ot to

You. gives-up ‘the possibilitieé ob 2 noble-charac-
prrtrrtl o

bea-Christian,

R R R A g 21t oy
s

| insight into his heant. Such as he had never had before, ' The

of eternal life,

{

His possessmr;s and position were a l'n:LndrameS

to him. " Then when he hﬂé}«‘the possibility of securing the highest
the ‘gift of God the love of money gob in its deadly work and

turned him aside forever,

WOne thing thou lackest.™N\verse 21)

one thing. ‘ wes that one thing? That one thing which kepd
i

him out of the kingdom and wrecked his life. wes

for he me and that he might have eternal 1life. It wes Wzs not

husd agiial 01 ging to Jesus, It waor
he publicly confessed his need, It warom

his youth he kept the ten“commandments. What did he lack? He

Jesus said you lack

d"the 'Chris tian ITfe;

wen But not 211 the
way, He had everything *’gg_“mgke,«hbu a- (;hrls’c%an but one things,

And -tha® onerthlng was ev\.rythlng.

What is the use o & abld rudder?
!

3 mainspring?

The one thing this young man

g complete surrender of his life

Aiplete his life, Paul did that one thing and it

J needg
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brought him into the kingdom. . I1f yow do ik, it will bring. you

inbo the kingdom. And meke your dife all that God intended it
to bei

Men need ‘to ‘listen for they: b

not in ite A manmay be almost saved and yet It is not
s ——_

P ———

enought to a@_x&- and de’sﬁ'g)he things of God. You m__ugﬁ_@
them above all other things. You_mus@them if need-by.at

the sacrifice of everything else, The - man -who found- the hid

oDy in, the field sold a1l that-he-had-to-become hts
possesser,  [he man ﬁho does not value the gospel enough to give
it the first-place in his life is not likely to givewitrany

;.

“~

place.

Jgsus 2 ludls 'Qgguaht men to the test.

‘aecisi‘ §>n and a choice. ?You cannot serv

or the other must be first. This ced thet-question

'- He refused bo-put the ;

He dj kbers jgcted the religio

on the conditions of Jesus'! description.

There had to be a

N——

e God and mammon. One

and decided to les

*

kingdom of hesven first.
{ RESVAn b

He did it very

pilitely but he did it. In the secret 6% his soul he made his

choice,

e

w away his Bible, Apd ridiculb'reliéion.

doing the samgZthing. They give @El: on a seco@E@ place in

~15-"

their'life,  Their life is centered on Something else than on

| the kingdom of Gods ¥ o

i
!
people of wealth, cultume as

|

| the slums, "

_Here 'religion of -the desdliest t@emayv'be found emong

well as' among péople who live in

‘ the Bible ssys. (Laraga2ol

e ———

af ter gm;. There were few

days’ when he hated his possessions and positions When he looked

The young man

I think he had I_rw a sorrowf

on his plittering gold that he had; when he was' commendéd for the

/

great success he had made in life and yet here wam
high for him %o @ H:l,‘ Eossess_ions became a regﬁgg@' o himy

They r%n'%‘g{; the fatal choice he made the day he stood
at the parting of' the ways,

They recalled to him his failure teo

As he 'looked on his gold,"as
he thought on'his fame &8s a successful man in"the world; there
came back 1o his memory with producing pein thelwords he hewrd

Jesus_utber one-day by the seaside

if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own so@ What a

To&’ghink

follow Jesus.

t shall it profit

~¥68%,  This young man by r@fusulg to

Well, I'm not th:l.nklrr entlrely of what he-lost

o Though thet was sad enough. But you can “think of

other kinds of loss. He lost the of maklng his 1life
v

tell for something good in this world., He lost the opportunity
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e

1,-.t'»'l',er and lie within the rcaech of your soul, You giye up the
{

‘highest service to mankind. You give up the Mm
£

[through the experience of God's great salwation here and you

give up your birthright to the th.

{'; at wes, the renounciyqtéon of the young rich ruler? He deliber-
tm‘éd‘&uﬂ hr 4 Nianaﬁe the greaW

s : r
fi' il titudes were ; esus at a cri ca in

8 ministry, he turned to his disciples and he §aid,_"]a’.u.&

\
Ther ¥as_ " . "

lalso go away?"

If you

"but you cannot save your soul in that vile stream. Buddiasm -

you cannot rest your feith in that. Confucionism - you cannot
o

bow and worship an idol. Ther: is Mohammed but you cannot submit

our life to that which is false. There is philosophy but you

i

eannot quench your spiritual thirst in that =yx cistern. The

}
ifinal appeal, the reaponableness of Christian life, the highe

< lidea of the Christian life makes an appeal to you.



