2N w-l?,?/ Vi WAKTE
me; Procoma )

THE HICGH CALLING OF SERVANTS

T Cor. G31=2

INTRODUCTIONS :

As for us Apostles, men ought to think of us as ministers of Christ and
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Trustees. To handle God's uncovered truths. Now in this matter of trustees,

et

the1:irsiuandbiiﬂél“Eggg;;g?gnt is that they should prove to be trustworthy.
e, e |

Ve are considering tonight a{éiéétmtegb-— for on this day we have some men
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that are to be ordained anﬁ-séf'ahaﬁF.aS.DEEEQ%?’ having been elected and

selectegéhxwgngﬁggﬂ§dﬁ'of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
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ﬁﬁizbzgg bgﬁgme a Defcon or a Steward in a church, or an El?er - or any other
place of leadership as a Minister —{Qgg}are ?fﬁgﬂi&gwgnggggggihlewplgte of
leadership and service in the kingdom of Cod. Tt is égﬁigﬁggéiwggﬂgggice of
Qgggr although EF ?g cg{ﬁg}nly an honor beyond most of the things that can come

into a man's life.

{ﬁﬁ;ﬁ;dnes&aungggggHgggve - or any officer in the church. Fiiégi’he serves a

New Testament Church. Of which Christ is the-head. And he is being set apart

to serve God and his fellowman. And therefore we cannot over emphasize enough
that there is no.more.serious, soggxlchhniggﬂinﬂ;}fe, for a man tgﬂgiyeuhimself

e ~
to the service of Christ in the lneeds of his churcﬁ}

take such an office is to beiégwpxampié in all of life.

Church, home, and work., Fe is to be an example in ig;;it, loves dgxg;ion, quglgy,

witnessing, attendance, stewardship, faithfulness.

He is to surrender himself to the leadership off&be Holy?§pirit, he is to grow

through the privilege of prayer. WHe is to develop spiritually through reading the
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Rible. He is to give evidence of his love by sharing it with others. He is to

manifest a missionary concern for the cause of Christ. He must Eestiiﬁ'of the
o N K e pp————t g e

redeeming love of God to all people. He must support gggmg;gggiéﬁﬁiggg of his
&

church, uphold his office with the best of his ability.

T would like to say tO you commit yourselves to this great responsibility - and

this applies to all people that hears this message, and fill any place in your church.
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[ You have committedfyourselfK&i&g;{tqwggggégigggipn. That is to the life of the
church. AEﬁgggggggmg;*;hgqgﬁgglar services and meetings are a necessity.

5o -
aSé:;;EL sgewarﬂship to bring your ti;hgs and offegiggs into the store house
of the Lord, as Cod has commanded. Because 1e%g§£§wgn the church cannot really

discuss the sg;gdiagjpf the tithes and offerings of others, if they themselves do

not practice this proper giving which God directs.

@a;;gg& leadershi% - you as a leader in the church ought to be able to think

about others.

S,
{JFP‘ur‘tﬁE, service - in your office you should be able and willing to serve at any

........

else. You are basically a servant.

the church leadership. Tt is your attitude which cqggﬁggﬁgngmgg;%pwship within the
7

entire church.

(f;;;;;} there should be Chgiggian‘gxpexiangghégg"gggh;%;ty. Paul says we should
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not elect a nov%fe but every Christian shall prove.himself first in the smaller
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capacities of service and as vou are willing.to.grow - then you grow in grace,

love, and fellowship. And you lend stabilitv to your church.

o S w“‘\
{ Seventh, personal life. Your habits, your conduct must be on the level that
—r - oo MWV
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is high in the every déy business life, in the family, among your friends. And

in all these relationships, you should have a quality that is of the finest.

¥ow we go back first to the example of the(ﬂew Testament Churqp) There is a
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{ murmurring_%&mgggﬂg;;ggmghgggp. Now this may not be igwgggord with your thinking
of the early church. But just fonguingdthg“ggagh“ggﬂggﬁ%g and his resurrection,

the Apostles and the followers of Jesus were trving to carry.on ;E“E£§m£gg£steps.
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Yet, there became some murmurring - and sometimes this comes as surp:iig to a

/ 1
‘new Ch jan. Fven_today when we think of what takes place in churches, that some
(.._ = -
Christians for a long time they cannot understand why there are murmurrings in the

church of the Lord, Jesus Christ.
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Let me illustrate this. First of all, ihe churc@,hjs Lhe, Mﬁhlcig which God uses

M s;x Ay

to mobilize humanlty. Inspite of humility and all its imperfections, we are

B T S—r

%Eggggggt‘people and we do have imperfect leadership - and this sometimes leads to

imperfect fellowshisg For no one who preaches the Gospel, or leads in anyway in a

church - gives entire satisfaction to everyone, in the service of the Lord.

Now'€§%32225~}s a layman who thinks that he is going to please everyone and not

have any critig}sm or difficulty, he is going to be sadly disappointed.

p -

e,

Tn this church the dﬁsagreemeu was over the nebrew or_ Jewish widows. There

e ———
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were the Creek wid ; Now this would be a contrast with the w&;@pgd
members. The Jewish members who had been a part of the movement of Christianity
looked upon Christianity as a fulfillment.of Judiasm. They felt that they were

the established people.

There were the new Creek converts, who came out of paganism. They were the
new-comers. And they had an(j.ﬂ;%?‘maj; the pastor was plgﬂmii‘tes and they

disagreed with the way he dispensed the charitxﬂiggg&— that is the way he gave

-

assistance to the poor.

F
Now look at the(@isdom.bf these pastors. These wise men met together and said,

this is not right.

o
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Mﬁéﬂ? It was not right that there be confusion, in the ,E}}‘;}'Ch-
= e y, —_————
Without somebody giving attention to it. That we should be bugggggd\down with

confusion. And this wouldigéggﬁgil_nfmau;_annngzgf And the minister was neglecting
s -

his primary role of proclaiming the Gospel - preaching the Word.. This is not right.

e i

Crme
18 n i ; .
The (arms of the minister are not 103}5 enough but to e S0 _many_peo

The task really is too_big. And so we cannot find every gghﬁppymyidpv or person

who has a need. Nor can we find everv group that is dissatisfied.

The preacher said if we dg.that, we will not be sble to preach._the Gospel.

And that is our calling. This is the central thrust of the church. And we do

not want to get side-tracked.
A,

— Tha@ said.,mlet's get together — and get some other men to help us.

And it was a great day in the New Testament church. Vhen they said, let's lay
o - S bl
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our hands on’ some laymen jand let's ask them to share the responsibility. They
M—\

hroucht this to the church and it pleased the church when they said, let us select
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seven men and set them apart. And then the church said, we will do that.

j—
And as we read, they set apart seven men. And what happened. What/ were the

SNmnmp—————
resu

The church grew and grew and grev.

R

This is Ehagﬁhgggﬁns - a church yill grow when MEanlse up and take the
el Qe A e m—'iy

responsibility God has given them andiPaui says in Timothy - serve the office

of Deacon honorably and well. Doing what a Deacon is to do and a church will

growv.

The great ery toggy is to get_some 1a%5gn who will accept this challenge.

Who will be so Christ-committed, so chutsh_hnégying, and who will give priority

to the claims of the church and Christ in their lives.

Dr lgggp L _Filll of Nashville was a wonderful man of Cod. He belonged to a lot
of sociglwclubs and actiYEE;gs, and commissiong in Government -but he always said

when somebody tried to have an activity on Su;ggz‘or Wedqg%gcy nigh53:¥fyuggrry. Tf

vou have it then, you will have to excuse me - T Hévc a previous committment. Vhen
o Emmimas = s RSl T

they asked him what is it - he would say, my church. T am a Deacon in my church and

iy S g,
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I have committed m%self to be in my place everytime T am in the city. T will be at

my church for the regular services.

en in_every church(:zlgyery Decﬁgn, every Steward,
every Eldgr, would look upon his position in the samcwcpmm;ttﬁent. And as the

1k _would happ

church lays its hands upon you - put the church  first. It has prior claims on your

service, your time, vour finances, your support.

And you are responsible to the church to support the church. To support the

— -



leadership of the church.
@ e
tiis your, _business to serve and hﬁiimgggngggggp - wherever there is discord
- you are to be a peacemaker. That is your role. You go to the congregation and
S——

minister in behalf of the Pastors of the church. Bring the people together in

full support.

Yes, ;gu can influence the sgiri&p?lraggosyhere of the church. And this would

be the atmosphere of the congregation. You can cause it to be what it ought to be.

Tt is your testimony and your life that will 1ift the level of the congregation.

Now when we come back to my original text here for a few moments. And see if
we cannot unfold some of the wonderful connections that we have in the high calling

as leaders in our churches.

.l
I. WE ARE HFLPERS OF JoY 2 Cor. 1:24.

joy for by faith ye stand. ondqrful task - what a high calling. The

Paul says, not that qgwggggﬂggmguignpg ¢ our th, but are helpers of your

B e

Cospel means glggﬂgidings. Tn the Christmas story, the angel proeclaims - behold,

I bring §6u good tidings of great joy.

Phil. &4:4 — Rejoice in the Lord, always. Wherever the Cospel is received in

faith, great joy. V. 4. Tow could it be otherwise. Then we go out as leaders.

R

with the Gospel of the ﬁgﬁg;xgniis of sin through Jesus Christ, people rejoice.
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A man) of onge wrote we are {b‘egg;glmﬁgg}}mo@gs vhere they can get

e N R 0 e

something to eat. We, as a beggar, tell another beggar, where he can get a

meal. So we have to be hosts of the Gospel.

!
Y] / O ]
II1I. WE ARE DIVINELY (APPOINTED STFWARI_)’% WITH AUTHO&H@EO R.D] DISTRIBUTION.

e~

Now the (1: ou_sehol% in the days when these Scriptures were written knew nothing
f{ ere_bond slaves. In a larger household,

of free domestic helpers %gg;g,ﬁnts w

an overseer slave or steward on hehalf _of his(E;Qter)madehgg_ghg#dgilg,n7j57l
\-‘ﬁ-"_a_‘s"p' STRT—

for the individual slaves.

The® tewvard was also a hggg_gigxg. And bore the same fate as a slave - as

did the others{iuz:g>he had special position of authority. And ?hul‘makes this

%ﬁfwnﬂf‘v
into a picture in I Cor, 4:1, He says, we are stgggrds of the mysteries of Cod.
Servants of God are assigned to a special place of trust within _the church. Now

griginally meant

laves who pulled at

——

the word which Paul uses here for servant is interesting. Et
a war - or the lower bank of a boat™or ship - one of those

thqﬁgggggzgggggs. Which moved the boat through the water and through the sea.

_—__________._____________-——_

And some have wished to try and make this a é;;:;;é of Christ as the pilot.
a i e
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Who directs. the coarse of the ship and the servant who accepts the orders of the
pilot and lahbors only under the direction of his master. But Cod has given his

servants a special place of trust within the church. They are children of God

and they are servants of Jesus Christ. But by the call of Cod, they have been

set apart to occupv a special key position.

a

~ \@ not arrange fox, no_doubt_remains undone. This should get through

R

to the leaders in_the.ehurch. What they introduce can have a wholesome effect

upon the church and is of primary importance.



éﬁ;\without reason did our Lord spend an entire night in prayer, when selecting

his Apostles. Luke 6:12-16.

Not without reason did Jesus a@ﬂgﬂ%ﬁbwhi§wniﬁﬁiﬂlﬁﬁ - pray ve therefore the Lord
of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into the harvest. Matt. 9:38.
Cod's servants are men with whom the entire group aliegns itself. And we salute

the men of Cod in church history when od has introduced great movements.

Think of two or three. ﬂhdson Tavi;f}— the founder of China's mlssion.czgéégzir
R

"“"m«
the great evangelist stirring two continents to Cod. William Booth;r the founder of
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the Salvation Army. Let no one doubt the fact that Cod desires to do a great work

I i

through men. Every leader in the church should realize this. Today we see how Cod

is using Bi angelist, throughout this world. Yow each of these

people that I have mentioned, in his own, time - has been in the,fuo t ranks of God's
%W bkl -U-“h-r%'m .>£ L}LS,‘ T —

worl radiating power. ;ﬁggi@p effective example halanging othe;gm

p—— ot T S

This God-given service, as a steward, is certainly tzgmgndous. This task can be

accomplished only through praverful attendance and obedience to the Holy Spirit.

This involves that you must have a spiritual vision and you must be qualified

brethren. And there must be loving confidence toward all.

moreover says_in V. 2 - it is requi_recij_a.&;_g%rd that a man be found
S S : ;

faithful.
-

IV. WE APE OARSMEN IN CHRIST'S BOAT
N ; -

1 have already referred to this earlier - but in a Rible sense, this begins with
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Noah's.Ars and it has its New Testament contrast in the-{{c;ag of the disciples on

a stormy sea where Jesus stilled the storm.
W

:Eﬂj: Is a fitting description - the servants of Christ are oarsmen. ( Paul)is

thinki e éncient laves - often chaiqggfgt their rowing stations. Rowing

in unison as the coxswain beat out the time.
e
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e

¥hat a(;uriklng plctur% - a servant of God is a_sailor for Christ. Who's task

il —

consists of rowing in Christ s boat. And so our concern should be that even the

£ 2 g -l-xﬁ
smallest task - even in an ohscure spot results in a major contribution to Christ's
kingdom.

When we look over at V. 11 and 1% - we read that as he spoke of these leaders
going through the country serving, he says thev are buffeted - that is the word
that is used for beating a slave. And Paul was willing for the sake of Christ to
be treated like-a slave. cgggﬁwggggbpthHy&ﬁgﬁgw%gﬁg%ged, w&ﬂgiggs. Vle .wvery. probably
do not realize just how surprising a statement this would be to a pagan when it would
be the opposite. But this is the virtue of a great soul. He defines this very
virtue in the quality that will endure. MNow the ancient world said that Christian
humility was a virtue altogether new. This indeed was the kind of conduct that to

men looked crazy and foolish. Although this was of God.

Ve are to be oarsmen repardless of the currents that come.

V. WE ARE ASSISTANT ARCHITFCT% ON A SPECIAL BUILDING SEQIlWN sz'[

Inﬁfji; 2 }- the church is EiQFﬂfgdw4§=Ewkﬁilg%??° MAd in the New Testament
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it speaks of constructing this building, in which al gf us are living stoég

Tn T Cor. 3:10, Paul speaks of himself as the architect who helps build upon

Jesus the foundation.. Fe admonishes the co-laborers. How they build upon the

foundation. The servants of Cod are therefore not only living stones in the house

of God but they are also construction supervisors.

pen e e

Thef;;iéjgg;§§330§_is also vgﬁzwﬁiggingm%g;e - it is a word that is translated
-~ s -
And according to one schg%gr in his intrepretation of the Greek woggg that

means
teGame s

: uction supervisorﬁ) The episkopos was responsible for gypervisigg
and regortfww building Rro%§5§s as well éq for checking all hinderances to construction.
/

&
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In like manner,;f Cod's bgl_i;L'c.}._gg. Fvery one works on his special part of the
L 6 y
building. And is building - the Deacon, th T list, the Toreign Missionary,
u ng s bu ng e Deac e angelist, e ergtm»i:ﬁiwﬂ“ry

the quﬁgwﬂamks We are all assistants to the great architect, Jesus Christ. And of

T

course if the construction supervisor does his work in a sluggish lazy way then it
endangers the entire group. Now the work foremen determines the spirit of all of

his laborers. Vhat a responsibility - for the leaders of God in the building of

his Kingdom.

VI. WE ARE UNDER-SHEPHERDS OF THE CREAT SHEPHERD.
e st AR b R T T PR TR SRR

States

oversight thereof mot bhv constraint but willingly. Neither as being Lord over
“M?

'thgﬁflgghﬂggﬁcod which is among vou. Taking the

Cod's heritage but being examples to the flock. And when the chief shepherd shall

appear, ve shall receive a crown of glorv, that fadeth not away.

Now this is the wonderful experience that the servant of God is able to perform
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his work in love. The ggggg_ghgghs;d of the under shepherds. How the people of our
day are hungry for life. How they search for security. How they need the leadership

of under shepherds who will take the responsibility and feed the sheep.

VII., YOU-ARE 'S_SERVANTS AND MUST BE WILLING TO _BE COVERED WITH DUST,,

e TR + S

I discovered a ngg;ﬁmaniﬁg in my reading the other day - of the ward‘éeaggé)

r,.-l’
And thq:literaﬁ<meaning given as it often appears in the New Teatament is - going

e,

through the dust.® !

e G SIS,
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F
[g?hggn%ﬁghagxiaqhﬁgc was invited from King Frede‘} k the Creat to his_palace
in Potsdam. He desired upon his arrival figg;_of all to freshen himself. The King
‘«-u.,._‘,:_. e | = SRR e b s ]
céﬁmapded} however, that the church musician be brought from the coach into the

palace. Some of the members of the court smiled. When they say the dust covered

e e U

musician. Put with one rebukin lance, the Kin lded them for their chea
e g King chi. P
content.

P

izinzendoyj%said "Nothing is more anutiful than a dusty warrior."

a fitting declaratio? that the word Deacon means going through the.dust.

That Cod's people do not gbjec% toagny_gegk that his servants are not aghgm%§ to

F g

hecome even the most lowly brother, in the ministrz’of this world. He will become

a companion for th_w. He may help one and encourage another on the

way of faith. As a servant, his first concern should be for the man in the dust

- a physical and spiritual need. And such a concern downward is a mark of nobility

in God's sight. TIn fact,(this is Cod's favorite direetion.\ That we should go to

the out-cast, to those in need.
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A Deacon should respect even the most lowly as an individual as a worthy

candidate for individual 1life.

s

as they were walking on the street, he saw a brother on the other side and he
hurried over and he threw his arms around him. And then he returned to the

government minister_and he said, Mr. Pawgpr, do you know for sure that this strange

T

/ﬁ;n bggmngwlggq. There upon, Bodelschwingh replied, Mr. Minister - one lice from

TR e
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the cgigmff this brother is worth more in God's.eyes. than the medal‘on‘EPpr_ngﬁﬁzT.

B

Now the true Qféiéggﬁ of Cod are willing to he covered with dust of their labors

for the Lord.

VITI. AS A SERVANT, YOU ARE POD S REPRFSENTATIVE

Wy sl R e TR
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f’ I Peter 2:9,. Abmonishes o| proclaim the praises of Christ{ This does not mean
e m":‘?;-:ww-" e e

that we serve him only by word of mouth.

Eyerything about H%Vshould proclaim and represent love of Christ. People today
are weary of talk and notice rather the walk and life of the person who is a leader

in a church. We need to be living examples of faith.
The exhalted position of the servants of God must demonstrate their spirituality.

Our failures must not dim the picture of Cod's great expectations. We are to be
as Jesus said, to the Glory of God - salt and_light, Psalm 34:3. Qh‘magnifywﬁye

Loxrd with me. let us.exhalt his name togetﬁer.

&

Now éintzxso many T Deople today no 1onger attend chgrchgs, and since there is a
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large population that has never heard a Gospel message —sgggzhhall they learn what

e S s s AL N T T R M Oty oy

faith is. {how }111 they ever hear thghgjggg}(:a they do not see and hear about

N

z

your faith., In this troubled world, where we live, and where they live - we must

" sz e T

stick to our high calling in Christ Jesus. Because every man has to give an account

as a steward of the mysteries of God.

Moreoever,%itéis required in‘SEQHaygﬁ that a man he found faithful.

7inzendorf said, our joy until we die -- is to win men for the Lord.
Now(1£) the last part of our text is_to be fulfilled.in your life, and you are
T e S T
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to be found fa&ib;&l, there must be an element of great faith in_your own soul.

- Ex_jzg%%b{fgg%%&:ﬁfjse to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter - choosing

rather to suffer the afflictions of the people of God., He refused the life of

luxury. to take up "potfrty. He refused ease and chose hardship. Ve refused the
throne to enjoy the praises of people - to go out to an unappreciative mass as

a leader and a servant. The choice was the most daring and adventureous, and self-
sacrificing experience. And as Moses passed through the pates of the palace, with
its glorious structure, and then to po and live and dwell and think of those in the
dark reed huts where the slaves dwelt - it was certainly heroiec faith. And if you

are going to be a leader, you must have heroic faith.

b,f A young man namedgéordegﬁ— a Chigiﬁgﬁmiéiinmai&e chose apgg%g;ment%assamfongign

miiizgna:a;to a far away land rather than the bright lights, fast automobiles, and

fast society in his home land.

, Miss levering, of Baltimore, born in the lap of luxury - reared in the best
—— 'L‘-L.-"af;‘hgo;‘ﬁ?:w‘ - T T T
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culture, many opportunities - turned her back on all of the world's ways and went
. P el ]

to China as _a missionary., There are those who say she has.buried herself, and

there are others who say if buried, there will be one day a glorious resurrection.

But there is nothing but faith that can inspire you.

Faith_in.God. Faith in Codls.work. Faith in God's Word. And faith in vourself

about the possibilities of leading for him.

Now remembe@ had mapyethingsblocking his pathway. There was the plﬁégures
of sip, the treasures of Eé;pt, and the daﬂfﬁ£§m££«%§§th' All three of these stood
in his way. But faith can overcome all of these and the faith of Moses had been
implanted in his heart by his mother who served as his nurse. Many men today have
become great - even though  they may have had an unworthy father - but they have
had or maybe have not had a worthy mother. But the choice has been made by faith.

And it was the call of a job that needed to be done that inspired Moses to take up

the leadership of his people.

FLY

(;31 W Crittengﬂ%}was condemned to die in Fuba. And when ordered to kneel

before the firing squad, he answeredf{”A soldier kneels only to God. : And stood

TR R A 1 A Al
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erect.

)

f Gah{iglﬁ?etitglﬁa brave Belgium girl, being led out to e§25£;iggmhxwgggmﬁe&manau

=

was about to have a hood placed over her eyes when she refused it saying - I want

the world to know how_a Belgium girl can die for he?ﬂfﬂgﬂflﬁh

A 2iiii: f the cross kneels qgly to God éiﬂ%%ﬂ . Now if vou, as a leader,

o

in your church - will take this‘same;g%ggd, then you will make no choice or no

decision or step in your conscience that is not born of faith and nurtured of

God's Woly Spirit. Tt will have his approval.



