THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE ACTS

Acts 2

We see here a waiting church that has his blessing and had

ascended to Heaven. (EEEEQ has been replaced by Matthias and now the
—— -—

are waiting and they are praying. This is indicated in

Chapter These call continued with one accord in prayer and

b

supplication. At first they may have been impatient. They had witnessed

a man that had come back from the grave. They had felt the touch of his
A i nra

Heavenly power. They had seen him go up to Heaven. They had a marvelous

message and now they were to he eager to give it to others.

But the@.]es%en, wait for the power - the witnessing

power of the Toly Spirit. Chapter 1 - Verse After yve receive the power

and the Holy Chost has come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto the

uttermost parts of the earth.

Now these ' believers are wa/iting. And the 2nd chapter of the )

V1 / book of Acts begins with Verse 1 - and the day of Pentecost was fully come.

was the

aking their offering, and thanking him for the harvest.
==

ewish harvest festival. It was the time when the Jews

=

came before CGod,

The word means M They started counting at the Passover and counted

e

offl/weeks or 49 days. The next day was Pentecost.
— — —

I"ze true lamb of God, was slain at the time of the P.,——J' He came
back and remaiWs. The believers prayed 10 days and now on the(EOtl‘J day -
' — — =
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Pentecost was fully come. And God is ready to send his power on them.

We keep in mind that Pentecost was t/hgg when Jews who had been dispersed
i = —

and others, came back to Jerusa.melebrated this feast.
e iz

Now at the out set of this study, I want to make something clear.

18 -(PENTECOST IS SEPARATI. FROM THE TONGUES AT CORINTH
" _ 5 —

are confused about speaking in
- S

But at Pentecost Eigh_@heard in his own language. The Cospel

As we go into this time of Pentecost

é;knm-m tongues-
is for all men. It is intelligent. In his own dialect, here was a miracle in
heg}ng and in spﬂing. Therefore we need to separate between the tongues at

Pentecost and the tongues at Corinth. Where each man understood in his own

7~
language. The(word of the Lord - that Jesus had hecome flesh. And that the word

had become flesh and dwelt among them.

( Tongues at Corinth are a different matter. e really a problgm.

picks it vp and deals with it in T Cor. 12, 13, and 14.  And Paul looks upon it

- ryd
as a problem there. An he) says _in the 13th chapter, I Cor., that they will

¢
C@_ase-_' These had reached the place of wanting to be pure spirit.

They are fiw_thm_ugh with the body. And some of them were rejecting
the resurrection. In the §th it tells the story about a man who has
his father's wife - he is Wr Te~is proud-of it. And like an

7

agnostic, he is saying that the Spirit is God - and matt s evil. And so he

is thinking that he is so spiritual - that he is above sin.

ﬁie orinthian dtongues seem to be unintelll ible, language of angels or
-y e



spiritualists, in which one could move above and away from the world. But in
-

the{Acts} the tongue used here is moving into the world where every man lives.

And ﬁ;;;;\every man could understand. Yet in (Corinthiang’there were some pagans
7

who were being misled - and who were led to speak”a dumb speach. And_they were

N
saxiggﬂgggx_mi:h_iaﬁps. Jesus is too worldly for us. LQE,B___EQ*LQ_lel, we have

outgrown Jesus. And so the Corinthians are losing Jesus. And Paul is calling the

enthusiastics back to Jesus. Now the book of magnifies Jesus - and every man

understood. That is why Pentecost is so unjque. And that igs why it is such a

Pl

miracle of power - of communicatiom? That here is God coming down.
-._a—-———-"‘-_'_?""—___-_'-"——.

Whereas the — they were trying to escape from the world.
_ —_— — 7

They wanted to get into a world of an%els. They wanted to go into the spirit

world. They wanted to escape this world and it's wrongs.

(éEEZEEEEE_EEi%g that T would emphasize at the beginning of this - there is
-

no trace that(ﬁsffé)ever spokeianything that people could not understand. He did

—_—

not use any tongue or language - only that which was E}gin. That little children

could understand what he was speaking about. He needed no one to inter%ret what

he had to say. In fact, Jesus was sg_plain that the people crucified him.

\\\ Therefore we must see that the matter here we are dealing with - the Holy

> just the 3rd part of Cod, that we get in some special way. It
._,_...._.._.-—-—-—""__-________ e et

is not a way that we are going to escape this world. And get up into the higher

spirits. We are not going to be carried away from this earth. The Holy Spirit

{s not one out of three. The Holy Spirit is fiod's spirit and God is present in

the world. And the Holy Spirit glorifies Je%gs. And Jesus says something about

it in the 14th chapter of John. As only one God - we have to know this,




Now the Bible says that was a good man and(filled with the Holy~

SBiriE.) Mow the matter of beingcggiigg)and(g;;;E;E§9‘with the Holy Spirit is the

o

same thing. The Spirit comes into a man when he is‘converte%) Mow the Bible

says about Barnabas —(6E;£)did he do when he received the Spirit. He bore witness
4 o When A e e

2~ D —
to Jesus Christ. He sold his farm and helped the poor. He vouched for Paul. He
o / & '
brought Saul to a revival meeting at Antloch He stood by John and Mark. Now

that was a man that was filled with the spirit. And who had great gifts.

— Th@/ And it shall come to pass afterwards

that T would pour out my spirit upen all flesh. And your soms and your daughters

shall prophesy. Men shall dream dreams and young men shall see visions. Here is
a promise andéﬁg;ggsald in his sermon - thls is what God has promlsed That his

spirit would come upon all flesh. And was ggigg_ggﬂhg_pgnxgﬂ_gpt. It is a g;ggise

just like the promise of the coming of Jesus into the world. That he was going to

come and that he was going to become flesh and that he was going to dwell among
us - which he did. TUntil his death, and his resurrection, and he went back to
Clory. So in the same matter, there was the promise that the spirit was going to
come.

e

John 14:26 — But the comforter which is the Foly Chost, whom the Father will

e pr 4

send in my name, He shall teach you all thingsand bring all things to your
-._——“—

remembrance whatsoever I have said unto you.

i

John 16:7-11 - Nevertheless, T tell you the truth. Tt is expedient that I

go away. But if I go away, the comforter will not come. If I go not away, the

comforter will not come unto you. But if I depart, T will send him unto you.

And when he has come, he will reprove the world of sin and of righteousness, and
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of judgement. Because they believe not on me. Of righteousness, because T

go to my Father. And you see me no more. Of judgement, because the prince

of this world is judged.

Acts 1:8 - Butye shall receive po%gg after the Holy Ghost has come upon you.
=

And ye shall be witnesses both in Jerusalem, Judea, Saméféa, and the uttermost
e

parts of the earth.

When \esug) was here - he had all power. He knew that he was not going to

stay here. He(knewythat his followers would need his power. So he repeatedly
= -

gave the promise, that the Holy Spirit would come to take his place and would

give them power to accomplish the will of God.

I. THK_COMINGQ OF THE SPIRIT AT PENTECOST

We think of the procedure here in this wonderful event.

— They were in Chapter 1:14. The Bible dEE}ares they were waiting

and continuing in one accord in prayer. They were in fellowiB}p. They had talked

to the crucified one - they said now we must get toget&gr so we can know what to
do. After Jesus had been crucified, they thought that they would come together

and this is what the Scripture tells us was simply taking place. They were there

with one accord. They knew this — V. 1 - it tells us when Pentecost was fully

come they warizgii)with one accord in one place. Nowtgukeiis very precise to tell
— V

that the disciples were together.

—_— —

We need to underscor® - all were there - all were togegﬁer, all were in one

place. Now that makes a cord! Love and unity filled that early church.



This was the condition of the Wr_x_%of the spirit.
e

Paul said this as a requirement - Eph 4:3, 6. One body, one hope,
, — g 11

one Lord, one baptism - this is the means by which the spirit comes.

How this is also

that Paul was emphasizing - that I referred to
o

a moment ago. I Cor. 1

pE——

nitv of love. Paul says that the spirit
works through loyg. And you need to seek the best gift which is love - other

gifts will come. But he says a ridden place where there are divisions

— ==
So, there must be love.

- there can be ngo_ s

This makes a-cord a result of the spirit's work - Eph. 2:8.

I Thess. 5:19 —W,qnenc’nes the Spirit. And desiroys the

—

unity of the spirit. The @unitv we have in the g_}}y}ch - the more Spirit in

the church.

This is the only way the church grous - as the Spirit calls and bids us -

so we build.

The methods we get together and the spirit flows through these methods

and these plans. If we get the sw_momgn_a_chych - then we have a church

that is moving.

(Whaa I am saying is, the more we give ourselves to the Spirit - the more the

L

Spirit can use us. We'l_l/lnm_r_heﬁ:_g_rd, we'll love_g;_b_g%er, we'll love the
A L

brethren, the leaders in the church will Jove each other. Pastor and people will

love each other, and this will mean that the spirit can really work, in the

——

church.
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@order for Chrisj_a;}% to get the blessing and the power - they must be

-—

in the right pl . They cannot get it out in the world. But praying and seeking

a blessing with other Christians in the church, they have a right to expect it.
e ————————— —

re
Dg) you ever hear W’ T can be a good Christian and never go to
g / : PEIS0] L5 = RS

!

church.
—-—-"_'-__

¥
Did you ever hear a person say, well, I saw so and so that I thought was a

good leader ouﬁgoodw that was evil according to my

7,
standards and I'll never go back to church. €

Wow vou may be a pood moral person —~ you may even get along without the

church. 6: )T would say it is likely that you would never live a s;iif__i_g__f_j_l_led
— PR ———

Lifs.

—

Now I am saying that the church is the only place that you might be

filled with the power of the spirit. But T am saying this, it is the most likely
e e - ——

P

Elgce.

/

know_invalids that are great Christians. They do ngt get to attend church.
—_— ————7
Put they make a shrine in their sick room. They pray. Read their Bible. And
/ /

liwe to God. They worship there.

(Butl a healthy person seldom does that. Yes, it is among God's people that

e )

you receive the blessing and the power.

How that is oneI do not _hesitate in urging people to_attend church.

Fven though I am a preacher, I know that there are blessings there that they_can

never get elsewhere. Supposg¢ Peter, James, or qul}_r)had been ahsent on the day of

(:iéntecos ¥ would have missed the hlessing - and they could never have been the




—8=—

men of power that they were.

God never works in strife and confusion. But in the place of
e /-——“\_/-—7

harmony and unity we have hundreds of different personalities in our church.

@Ebout all the members we have in thiS__c_Qngrega;j,on -~ and in every church.

e

The different people they have. Now, they must be in accord spiritually if God
i - e

is going to work among them. @we have factions and divisions - we need not
e

expect the blessings and the power to come. And T would say this -@rod help

—_

tw fostering these divisions. Who are always sowing seeds of
— .—-—-—-—_""_—-—.—-_-—_- — e ——— —— s

discord and strife. I think I can prove that by the Bible. Prov. 6:19. (God »
;_____‘_,,:_——__—___——':-—-—- >

' ir
hates swle.’ He that soweth discord among the brethren. Now I do not want
= e

to be put in that catagory. Do you?

e AcamS~

V. 2 A O17]

The Bible says that they were all there in one accord and they waited and

they heard a strange sound. It did . come from the market !‘l; ce. Or the
—

cobblestone streets out in the city of Jerusalem - but this sound came from
- =

Cleavenj This thing which is going on and is going to happen is coming down from

Cod. And everything that Cod sen_d; down from Heaven is good. He his only

begotten Son - and this is the best gift that man ever received. WNow again, he
-/ —

is going to send a wonderful gift from Heaven. The sound they heard was like

that of a mlwghin_gﬂl@i Now we who live here in this area — we have

experlence Now you cannot see that wind -but you can hegr it coming

and you can feel it when it arrives.

=7

This was not a jet plane - and it was not just sound effects.

Note next, the gift was made toFach individual.
: —

—— —
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@There appeared as toggge,s,és_ﬂ-f—file that sat upon each of them.

That is a flame of fire came down and sat upon each person present there.

The giant beam of light down upon each person who was there in that assembly.

———

Note here, @E_)-was not to all of them in a mass group - hut to each of them

————

- to every one of them. It came to each of them. Andwas dirb ted to

each one of them because they were all filled with Holy Ghost. And began
— e

to speak with other tongues.

Now @was distributed - and a_portion carefully given to each individual.
s ~V

And (Luke/is very precise, about that, and that means you an . The onl
Lk elges - y &g y

limitation is to take and use. m illustrates this with a

—_—

hand full of money. He says if I take a hand full of money and scatter it out

A\
among a congregation - he says, émeone would get left 0115. But if T ibute

it to each .one, T will miss a single one. And he says the word here means
— 5 .

every one. That all of them —Q just the disciples who were present. But

that God apportions to each one individually as he wills - not in a mass. Not
<

one here and one there. But to each one.

Now is good neys, There ;_lsone. person here who does ngt have the
Holy Spirit. The (onli;}one that(does not have)the Holy Spirit - is the ongdnot
yet converte:ﬁ
Trr—

And the @ speaks very clearly here, about this. And it tells us that

each one received the Spirit and wa@ to speak in other tongues. Other

d%. All of them perhaps spoke the @eek languagé - but there were ather

people from other empires who were there. And it was important that they hear

-

in their own dialect and that they understand and understood the wonderful works
r‘—rv"""" i (—

——
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of God.

Now fihat) does this mean. UWhen it says, they spolke in other languages.

——

. y ;
X.@ God gave them utterance that&eans orderlﬁy\intelllgible utterance.

It means dignified speech. It means speech that could be understood. And
V
this was a consequence of the bold fact of the coming of the Holy Spirit.

These(people) needed to_hear that Jesus is the Saviour.

The sais used of Paul - Acts 26:25 - when he spgke to Festus

- h k i - % .
e spoke aéober word) A ri_];e/_;r;, pr/egi,ga direct - with bo% of the facts

O

And this is what happened to these pegple. Jesus, just @weeks or so before,
-

a few weeks - had been crucified. Ve had been buried. He arose again. And

now it was &imedfor this news to get out. And the time had come when God needed

to begin a mighty mission. And the time had arrived for which Jesus had come
into the world to die for. That the world might ceive this message and that
men in many lands might hear. And that God was saying - this_is my cross. And

the Bible clearly tells us that it was about the(fzaa of the feast when all of

these people were here. And these men were give nce.

The Sexplanation 2 of this.

v a And how here every man in hig own tonéue? wherein we were born.
-—.—-——-—._—-- ——

&@— That the multitude from , that every man heard them speak in his

own language.

Mow @Ere is the interpretatitﬁ of the speech and the tongues at Pentecost.

They Wer@unintelligible. Fvery man ur}derstood in his own 1ang_uage.

, there is no suggestion tha@y interpreterg were present.

—_—

That is one did not speak, and then someone interprets the language.
) e

— -
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This was the @of the Pentecost. And thead gathered here from

all over and this was a real bunch of ple.

~ /—@:é is so clear in showing us this -

—

he gives us the(i::g of these

men and it is important that we underst that they heard in their own dialect

and understood the wonderful wo of Jesus.

"ifteen n

ar the wonderful works of TLord Jesu; at the same time.

——

Mow that within itself was a great miracle and this was brought about by the

power of the coming of the spirit.

@ou see this glorious truth at Pentecost. i is pot something
/— - a

that you ought to be frighte . Or that you ought to be afraid of. And

Pentecost is not something that people ought to shy away from. It is not something
— ~7

that we as Christians have to leave to somebody that misinterprets this. These

their own language. About two months before Jesus had been crucified
s - R —

and raised from the grave. And now this was the great moment.

@made an _impact upon the woepld. There was going to be no_longer delay

in getting the news 0%1: of the Gospel., And he did so, in sending power upon

these Christians that were waiting. And he empowvered them to_explain who Jesus
p—— - =

—

&_s_, And what he does. And the Holy Spirit meets the need.

Mow the does things beyond 1y, understanding and your understanding.
t reject th because I can't understand it.

‘ Jesus died on the cross and loved me. T really can't understand all of

7

that and I can't explain it. But I can believe i o
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There were people who said in_V_.@— that these people were drunk with
Vi
wine. But (Pete} says no, this is not what it means. Fe says, it means that

what — that God was going to come and hefore a force in the testimony

of his people. And so the@ symbolized his presence. The wind and the
Fd

spirit and breath are the same thing - as the breath that came upon the dry,

hones in the valley. The breath of g;‘ed came down on the day of Pentecost. And

the whole city heard abtout this wonderful work.

And the @—_ﬂ_xg_p;esmnf_ﬂad. The uniqgg_pxﬁs&wf’ﬁﬂﬂ-o—in the
fire. Remembern the book of Exodus, the@was not consumed. It was

Cod who came to see him that day out in thetdesert. And he came in that fire.

The pillar)of fire)in FExodus is also Cod's mighty presence with his people

in the wilderness.

Had not Jesus said, I am the@of the world. I am the light. And so

here is the fire.

Now (Jhaﬁ did this mean to his Eegle - they were cut to the heart. This

changed théir attitude towards God. And it changed their attitude toward Jesus

Christ. . 37 - Tt says, they were pricked in their heart - their conscience.

Mow thaf is part of the Toly Spirit. No man ever received the Toly Spirit or

salvation without being convicted by the power of the spirit.

There are Gspecial things) the spirit does.

@ he brings all things that Jesus said to ouzx rememb];gn,c_q,l Now Jesus

had taught his disciples 3 1/2 years. He wanted them to put down in writing for

us - so the Spirit caused them to remember these things. And they understood.

And of course, he makes us remember too.
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Ve remember many things today. We remember a Christian mother, or a father
-l v e

who prayed. We remember the experiences of grace that have come to us. Ve

remember that as we keep our lives clean, we stay close to God. Now the Hely
Eadl 7

Spirit is the one that comes and brings this to our memory.

\ s N y
M @m, he comes to(convic% men of sin, righteousness, and judgement to come..
- < et _— )
[ |

No man is ever saved if the Holy Spirit does not do his work. Now there are men

who are deep in sin and you may preach to them. And they may go away unconvicted.

Tt is(not )the preacher that convicts - but the Holy Spirit that does that.
> - 7

W 1e comes to(comfort) Jegus said if T go away - I am going to send one
tha

t will cheer you op. I will send you one who will abide with you forever.

And he will be all sufficient.

éi,g‘% he comes tc&mpoweq’ us _for service. MNo man is adequate within himself.
7

But if he turns his life over to God's spirit - then he is able to do wexk. &E

felt that time and time again as T have tried to prwsz_an_d messages week

after week., I have not felt adequate in my own life, but_somehow God, through the

power of the Spirit gives the needed power to understand and to do. I think the
—— e~

same thing is true with a person who tries to teach a Sunday School Clas;) To
e ——— e

sing in th cho:l'}, or tries to@lgga tallJ in the church, or to speak to someone
g ‘ A

in the interest of the Lord. He needs the help of the Spirit and the Spirit gives

him that help. As the congregation gathers on Sunday Morning - the Holy Spirit

will empower the people to minister in His name.

#z \;‘4 Fifth) the Spirit will Cguide Jthe Christian. He will let you know which way

to take. You will not need a fortune teller or a crystal ball, But simply go to

God in prayer - James 1:5 says, @gmman lacks wisdom, let him ask of God who
—7
gives 1liberally. And it shall be given unto him. So the spirit will guide you and
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lead you.

D. L.Jas in New York City apd he had prayed earnestly for power to

preach. And he said that the Toly Spirit came unto the point that he had to
—

cry out to God to stay that power.

The ere in that Upper Poom and they spoke in other languages so that
e ___’__H‘.Hw.——-—-:::?‘
~

all of these could understand the Gospel.

Now get their authority right here for speaking in( unknown tongue5
== - e a—— e — . ~s

But this (was notﬁ an unknown tongue or an unknown language. These languages were
—u_-q p———

known to these foreigners.
a5

Remsaid I Cor. 14319 —Qet in the church I had rather speak five
& —— ~ m— L

words with my understanding - that by my voice I-might teach others also. Than

B P
g

10,000 words in an unknown tgngne),
_._-—--'-'__-'

Suppose right here today there were some Rusy‘.ans, Chinese, Japanese, Spanish,
—

and@gave one of us the power to preach the Gospel in the Russ/ian language.
= 7

Or the Ita/l‘Lan language or the Span,‘!.sh language. MNow this would give us a small

(DW; Cod gave these people this pew for a purpose.

Q is a God of order. And he would never have hundreds of people running around
jagberé' g in a_tongue that no one could understand., He is not that kind of God.

Some of these strangers were amazed. They said, here they are speaking in our

own language. They said, maybe these people are drunk. No, this was the prophesy

that was being fulfilled.

Finally notice in V.

He Jhat these people did after th

had received the Spirit and power.

.

/
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First, they continued steadfastly. v. (424 I like tha%: These people did

gsay it is all over now - we can go back to the old way of life.

They were steadfast i Some people say it doesn't make any difference

what you believe, just so you are sincere. Mow that doesn't go when you go to the
medicine cabinet does it? You take out a bottle of cough syrup or that which you
believe is cough syrup. And it may be some poison. You might be sincere but that

wouldn't be alright.

Vext, they continued SEEEEEE?t inf fellowshi They stayed together in church.
\]

They were there. And that is the way your 1ife can be blessed.

Next, they stayed steadfast in{hrealing of breads This do in remerbrance of

me - as they remembered the Lord's body which was given for them.

Next, steadfast i . They prayed. They shared everything they had.
They went to church. They visited apong those that had needs. Now this is a great

cure of any hackslidei) Just because he has his name on the roll. Surely Christ

and his church ought to mean more tham that to you. If you will go to church, give
God a part, and pray - then your heart will be filled with joy. There will be

faithfulness in your life.

I would like to give you four things that I think happened on
____.—————_'"

What the Lord promised - The Holy Spirit, he will perform.

Now we do not have to beg for the Holy Spirit or plead for the Holy Spirit. T want

you to learn how to trust him that he will bless you and work through you. Because

Jesovus said th G A
e Father wil] not . ‘Cj i
Eive you 3 stone {if
You ask f
or bread

N
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Hedgﬁ_gggg; to give what he can give and _he is eager to give you what you

need-and vou won't have to beg for ;;. And if you have the desire to empty

yourself totally - so that the Spirit can fill you - then it is like the
leaves that hold on in the winter time. Many times, when the sap rises in the
Spring and forces them off. So it is with the coming of the Spirit in a man's life.

Sometimes we talk as though if we could get in one accord, if we could pray hard
enough, if we could work hard enough, if we could become obedient hard enough,

that the Holy Spirit would finally come.

Now God's program is that the Foly Spirit has come already. And you are never

going to get the whole church in one accord.

You remember the -~ they did not produce the coming of Christ.

They were only incide They just happened to be a part of it. They were just
participants in it. Jesus was going to come anyway and the Holy Spirit was going

to come into this world and he was going to send it.

Now\if/we have a hang up on tongues, unknown, we are going to miss the
v ——

= 3
( significance of Pentegggg;) And we are really going to bv-pass something that is

wonderful here because the(unknown tongué)does not appear here in the original

lgnguage. And so the factor that many people build a doctrine on this is a

mis—transla;igg_because the Bible does not say this. Now in summary I give you

() four thingsXeh

t happened at Pentecost.

0 e el
‘ e <i%i£§55)the Holy Spirit came to/guthenticate Jesus Christ as Lorg;)
: AN

Acts 2:33, 36, The Holy Spirit wanted to let the world know that here was

%:EEEEiéb' John the Baptist had said the Holy Spirit is going to come. And he

will baptize you with fire. And so what God had done here - he was going to

authenticate. So that we don't get hung up on tongues - we g;gd_autqﬁunszﬁiﬂ
intended to do.
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- Cégcondj)the Holy Spirit came to identify the church as the redemptive

instrument of Cod. V. 5-11.
m——

;Ei'-’ (?hir%) the Holy Spirit came to unify and energize the disciples of our

Lord for their world wide task - V. 37-47. To unify these disciples.
- n,-ff—’-""-’

CFourth) the Woly Spirit came to incarnate in the church. v, 4, I Cor._il:_léi.

The church became the instrument to carry out this.

oo, — Ml e jpeeple Mumﬂmvz-ﬁ?‘ﬁ”‘/’
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