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THE INFALLIBLE REFUGE

Pgsalm 46

INTRODUCTION:

During hat appeared a few years ago in a small village - there

was generally very much alaxm. They were at the same time surprised at the
calmness and apparent joy of an(éiderl 1ady$;whom they all knew. Then at length,

one of them addressing the lady said - '"Mother, are you not afraid?" ”Eg: she said,

I rejoice to know that I have a God who cap_shake the world."

- ’r
Why should I ever careful be, since such a God is mine? e watches of* me

4 s -|
night and day, and tells me thou art mine.

We focus our attention todav upon Psalm 46. There are grgggﬂggggztéinties

attached to the meaning of alamoth. But é;;;>are of the opinion that it is the name

of a musisglpigg;eyment. Or of a melody. Or perhaps the name of the musical choir.

It is impossible to determine the qgg%gjggjgﬂ;gi_1h57song. Nor are we able to

p kg _ e
say with cergainty what ggggg%gn it wasﬁggggggg@hm‘ .obapiE it refers to théfi;vasionlk

of Jerusalem by SenﬁiEﬂéEizz 2 Kings 19, Isa. 36. We find the circumstances of the

invasion, the great host, and the €E§§§L2£_£E£E§g&em and the confidence of Hezekiah,
. - >

God's people, and the final over throw of the Assyrians.

It is a most(élorious hzlégof faith., Some people have said gﬁPI Cor. 13 is the

T n

great chapter on_lggg, then Psalm 46 is a great chapter on Egggh.

This Psalm has been used by E p in the reformatiop time. As he was caught 1
[} ] . ke 5
up with the meaning of it and wrote the great hymn. f?éfijffz_:iiif:_jﬁ Gl 3
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~ During the l4th century, it was used by en to stir up as the enemies

approached their land. To revive them, about these invaders. Through the ages,

men have been stirred by the realization that the eternal Gogmiﬁﬂéﬂtiﬁgble. This

sufficient power.

The choir master received gg;,i?.gong of the sons of kéa}-;

- Every 1£;\\of it is with wg;gaﬁp and deY%E%gn. Theigézﬁlmgnd-in the 46th

Psalm is shake. The(46th word from the end of the Psalm, is W Man's

security Lg_foundﬂia.God. And man's appraisal of life on earth and his insecurity

are here brought out in this Psalm.

There are ;ﬁ;:g divisions in this Psalm that I wish to point out today. This
‘ll!! "

will help us to remember the Psalm, and to get in a nutshell some of the meat of the

Psalm.

A world in which there is tgfgglance and troub;e. Farthquakes, diggg;ers,

invasions; and desperate situations that are overwhelming the people. They are

in danger of. losing their grip on God. It was in the midst of such dark days when
W
the 5222235_335_;aa%gg that the poet spoke these wonderful words. Fear and dread

covered the people like a blanket.

p—————
S Qm‘acher@ in his iqz_%ﬁn had now crosf_é__gg_]_.ggj:ine and Heze}}:’.ah was trembling

with his people helz}essly behipd the walls of Jerusalem. And the Assyrians would
-

soon break down the walls.
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Who would be foolish=enough to have hope in his heart in such an.evil day.
In the(darkest dazh f . .,.}thg prophet, came forth-and sggke to Jerusalem.
'

You will be safe.l‘N6$'an arrow will fall within the city. But he made it clear
R -

that their security was not the.result of the arms,_of.men-. It was the presence
| ———

of Jehovah.,-the-hest. And he decreed that the city would be safe. There would

be a spectacular deliverance.

The Psalmist said, Y;S:>the ear d. And though the mountains be
arried into the midst of the sea, V‘Q;:F though the watexrs thereof-roar,

A il

and the,the trouble through the mountains-shake, with swelling thereof. This is

.

a sdene of{ wild commotion

were roaring. The earth itself seemed unstable. The sea was_rgé%épg with trouble.

ft. And the breaking of

L e
thunder. Thqiféggggggﬁnmre trembling with volcanoes. And the invasiow of

=

The kingdoms of the world are being shaken. People

AN S
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:_allwthe c1ty, and the tribes of Judah. And Benjamin by force.

And Hezekiah was here to defend Jerusalem. What a tempestuous, what a turbg%;nt

ey e ———
T - T
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time, Their gmmunition was cut off, They were<§esei§eﬂ by the army And

Hezekiah had submitted to this ASffrian and pgégﬁgugnibute. He had taken the gold
R, et M" AT

s
from the walls and the pillars of the> éggle. And they promised that he would

depart in a friendly manner, although he departed to cgﬂggnmegypt. A large part
of his marching force stayed around Jerusalem. And demanded uncondltional surrender.

There was terror among the nations. This was described by the Psalmist - this is

a ﬁi:?:gé of the commotions of the world today.
e e e L T S o, I ——

This very moment, there is turmult in the world, and unrest. Anxiety of statesmen.

g, m—— Y A, T A AN

The pq}igiﬁf at home. The strife and cont%g:ion of parties. In the coTEE££;g} world

thete is fierce anxiety, contemplations.

e i o P St
e —————
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FEven in the religious world, every realm of life, there is unrest and turmult

to a great or less extent.

And he talks like even theféarth)being carried into the midst of the sea.

s AT ey o AR

And the mighty empires like mountains - what a picture. The turmult of the world

- the sin of the world.

Since 2770,%Thog§§ EE%&%’ in his Crigig_ggper remarked, th§se_argwtimes thﬁi
L.

Py

try EEH;ﬁLﬁE&LémJTE&Ch of us in every generation conclude that we.liwe now in times
of q;igig, These words are very contemporary. Every age and every generation, and
even modern history - it is hard for us to say that we can come to any other

conclusion. These really are hard times that try men's souls. Wherever you look

at the world today. You see this.

Life is in a turmoil but compared to that day, it was a snail's pace. To the
B e

jet-liner age. The explosiong, that we are having today. Poegig;iﬁn - the explosion

- L '
of knowled%e leaves us reeliﬁgi‘ 807 of the world's ;g&a;ﬁggggésgge has been brought
forth in the last decade. it is said that 90% of all the scientiests that ever
Iy " 1 o mmmmmwmrm’ﬁx

lived are alive today. The miracles of the test tubes,

B e e e

Today we have rapfjdsgﬁmﬁnications -{eventsi as generatipns_gg:; by and did not

even mnotice. They are pumged,ri;%f into your living room, Into your car. Earth-

Bt £

quakes. Tygggpns. Famines. Political crises. Cool wars. Personal tragedies.

) 57477+ Beller Wf;'"%
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is the pace, nor is the turmult something in thé‘(@i‘géﬁﬁ'{:'iang‘s)of the earth.
va it PRI : e
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Think of thq»%rjief_tﬁ)qnggstern Shoré. Think of the tragedies_that hapm‘in our

% . .
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own city. And in our own surroundings. We are something like the rabbit in Alice and

o e——



- .

Wonderland. We hasten here and there - make much tadoo about nothing. Day and

night. HqEg“Eﬁgahﬁ;nmg;m«i&kl&ugmagiigpn. And I want to tell you tggnghuaehes

have not escaped the congg&%gggwgig%%?e of this age. We are in the process of

leading programs, meetings, ngﬂhﬁ;ﬁ_ﬁg_gaggggg,%ivtoday that we lose sight of

the reason why the Gospel is preached.

g S ﬁma‘fi"‘"":-:".-«“-""‘“:"'""'" W R i e
paperbqs&, that was compiled b urnal Staff

In a little

e —

('Here Comes Tomorrow" n this little book, treatment of living and

working in the year 2000 - at the rate we are going, that is not very_fgg‘gyay.

To those people who grew up during the Depression 30=35, that doesn't seem

far away. But the year 2000 is closer to us than thg_ngn;gasinm,igﬂbghigéﬁus.

There is something sad in that little book about the pog:i;izggﬂgxalosion, food
——— s L e syt - r—

running out, computers answyering suestions. Enerﬁg g;;gis, air trggg;mgggsd,

space shuttles, automobiles ruining the environment. Cities out of hand. Homes,

e

medicine, and even war.
e
——

Now a ggplof that thrills the whole being, and part of it sendg_ﬁgg;_;&gh;

down to your heels. Because tomorrow is coming very rapidly. There is.not.anything

mucEHEQEE“IQB_SBDMﬂamahau;mgbat. The progress of the world is in motion. We are
i po- _—‘MM"“’” = h )

getting some of the shocks of the transition, the transit, the novelty, and the

diversity of things today.

Yes, this whole world is in trans%z? We, vou know if we describe our generation

y soclety. Things are being.built.are so obsglete

and not the order of the day. We are just like nomads - transit. Many people in our
e v
world travel millions of miles today. Our forefathers just traveled probably only

T

a few hundred miles in his whole lifetime,
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B One out of three people ig my community moved laﬁgwxgg;. We are in-a.huxry
to get to work, we are in a hurry to get_to the. long weekend, and the family is

e a——

having troubles. And there are many possibilities and choices. We are rapidly

moved.

Ay s

I reminded you of the'%gerqggwggﬁf'today taking pills like an.animal - to put

him to sleep, to get him awake in the morning, and in between times to keep him.on.
i :
sched . We are certainly in tempestuous days in this world. Our literature-deals

with these things. And somehow, we are on to thrills today. We take stock at what
is happening today. This is a tempestuous world in which we live. Everything that
man claims for a foundation is at the point of crumbling. Even the mountains

T —C T
are toppling and the oceans sweep over hill and valley. And certain destruction

and disaster are in the way.

There is dread all the way to the thzone. And they need to find a solution.
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1I. A TRANQUIL CETY

_77/¥amacaégkéw 1 " =

V. 4-7 - The next three or four verses bring to us a new picture - with

suddenness, it startles us. There is confusion, disaster - and then here is a
{ — S
1 dramatic ¥i

And the Psalmist says, V. - there is a r r, the str hereof shall make
N@ is a rive treams.u
glad. The city of God.

‘hﬁxg G?JH. Marsony, in The Wind, on the heath tells an interesting story. Beneath

N T

the streets of the ancient city of (Shechem.) Flowing rivers. During the busy hours
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of the day you cannet hear them, above the noise of the narrow streets. But when
m——— :

evening comes and quietness ges;;ga ypon the city, then quite clearly in the hush
of the night you may hear the flowing music of the buried streams, There are many
— **Bg—ﬂqu m—

such voices in life, That sggﬂhg_haa:d only when life is still. And quiet.

F‘“(az l ”M%WMRMQ J—é&) W}P\&&A&M?_

wwg&ﬂhmeﬁmw Fhe: riodei n IvaeﬁJ-;L
YO\,_\ Can Wot _Fawah TR é‘fr—a»;v\ g_?‘d.,..d 0;:»1.‘.‘7 M '?cnu w.x_L Ive! Bacd — foexﬂ‘-&n\?

The stream p;gxidggwggﬁﬁf, healing life. It flows on calmly and silently

through the storm.

The G&Eg“& secret is now out — God is in the midst of his beloved | _city. He

is the river of gladness. Quietly and gen tly, the streams of grace are poured into

needy hearts. The night may«be«davk, but the dawn will break and the sunrise will

come, Help is available, he says.

AN
V.!:g— God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved. God shall help
—%

[l

her - and that right early.‘k

When_the morning EEQ&%ﬁgth’ God helps her. The distress of the Lord's people
can have only as it were in the night quarters. But when the morning breaks, then
his help is coming. And behold, at evening time, there is trouble. For the morning

comes, and it is no more. 17:14. TIsa. 37:36.

Because the people of the Jerusalem city arose, and there lay all o £ the

dead corps.
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So the real here to the triumphant“s%pr for God's people to note, that

619_ is with the
5 —— e s

t{

%\ v f6 2 He uttered his voice, the earth melted.
- w.—-

This has reference to the power of God and his mighty doings. The very earth
s B RN 2

seemed to melt and dissolve before him. Everything became still. The danger passed

away at his command and there was calm,

In the morning, 185,000 warriors lay dead. God hadwgggkgn and thdié;sy;{gps'

S ] - [ ——— ks
e et gt B BT A BESGHAT 00 -

had been crushed. Jerusalem had been delivered.

.

So the refreshment from this city of God - the_chuxch, thew with

divine grace. To full strength giving life.

e LI1, TRIUMPHANT REFUGE
"‘{ &_Qﬁ?ugh the end of the chapter. We are invited to come behold the works
|

Y.
J////”;f the Lord. -What desolations they have made in the ggéép. He invited them to

come and contemplate and survey what desolations that had been wrought upon the

Assyrians by the angel of the Lord.

o @ He maketh wars to cease unto the ends of the earth. @ can make wars
r ) e g g e et

cease - not man!
o
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He breaketh the bow. Who can dﬁstr;;\the war instruments. He cutteth the
S — i

sphere, he burneth the chariots, with fire.

Still these wild conquorers., Who could defeat them. Who could break their
bow, who could cut their sphere. Why, the church couldn't do it. The people
of God couldn't do it. They were unable to move. The danger of all of this has
been taken away. And here is the day when they shall beat their swords into

plowshares. Isa. 2:4, Micah 4:3.

The dooms of the Lord. I think we read here in these verses.

Something that ought to say a warning to t

7ngemiesugw h

gﬁ&hﬁﬁfh. You ought

to behold God's mighty work.

Second, here is encouragement to the ch%égh. Look gs and upon

His behalf. And see here what they sing with increased force and fervor. The host

is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge.

I
ﬁ{;!g//ﬁ ngzgi;Inqgruction to all, Be still and know that I am God.

Here is some instructions. This means, the Lranslated - bepggill,

@“ It is saying, this is the time to change Eour tempo. Now the modern

life i%fggidgg$mgog

means to

We go so much, that we miss this.
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ich meang{restﬁ‘ Because he knew the nature of

man, God gave him one day ougwggwﬁggenmto relax. Reft, in body, mind, and spirit.
/"

There is another word 8ab

There are very_ﬂ_fnﬂ or a@ n,gmhex‘-o,ﬁhp g W@&&M&ﬂam When

the work week is over we g0, £0, £O. There is 2

used to on Mondays, dedicate one record to the &igggﬂgggkﬁgégc ” And he called it

u

tired gégod.

So exhausted, that people return to their jobs deg_gted of bodily strength -

sl & SRR i VT S O

f Y. ln.n = and exhaused in spirit. People are caught up in a rat race. But
0gey inmadeﬁ wwumammmagﬁ? P g P

there is relaxation. It it an attitude of life, of mind.

R

A lot of people find it hard to do this. Like ong woman ﬁho said T work-hard

- I work hard. And when I siE, T sit loose. Now there are few of us who need to
u-_..--é, e ——

catch the drift of this -~ to sit loose.

And when we do this, we practice what the Psalmist said be still. L_Be ngil and

P =

halted in the earth. And be still and know that

We wait before
RS e T

God., Most of the time before ¢ preacher co¥2§ in for the worship service, T know

I read about a(¥c

not hear her neighbor in two or three pews-fiehind her.

M
ﬂgrim_— brethre , we have come and met to worship. Will you pray with all
e B 8 E———
of your_ power. Whjilf we try to _p_re__@ch the word, All is vain unless. the Spirit of

A P )

the Holy One comes down. Brethren, pray and holy manna will be scattered all around.

i 1y B
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Now this type of meditation with God, is great when we come to worship. But
S eeds &&P_et —\M where he can.get alone with God. As I emphasized in
' ) Yigg£lof us-do.not. Like to be aloge yith curselyes or with Cod.

We don't like to see what we aie. We don't want to see the void in our lives. A

lot of people can't be alone. They have to have the radio, T. ¥" If they can't

And if that don't satisfy, then

do that, then they've got to ¢

they say, I am going on a shopplng spree. Anything,to get away and escape the

lqgizéggss. E

vt

Now, if you have tried this as it has been ag;;;;;;n by some - that you get

“=_ (your Biblejand turn to a faxggite passage or some Scripture, and read a.vexse or
two. And meditate upon it, and pray for G&Qg& g%rit to %BSﬁkuﬁﬂmy . And it will

help you. You'll be able s your sins. Aﬁg&ﬁ?ﬁ thing, you'll be able.to

place your g;gpiﬁq]'g before God.

!
many blessings. And'let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my gggrt, be
M

/1
acceptable in thy sight - oh Lord my strength and my redeemer. Psalm 19:14.

The Psalmist said here - then be still, here is God among you and he is going to
\,,__‘,_f /

be exalted among you.

Here

V. The Lord of hosts is with us. And the God of Jacob is our refugéﬁ
po— L - ;'-

/ -
is a triumphant refuge.

about the{i@lig&;@@?p of Jerusalem from the army ofy Sennacheri&. And no_one had .

L mmeﬂmmw&w,mq*i_ oty AR

helped them. The people were helplessly behind the wall of Jerusalem. Expecting to

=
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be destroyed at any moment. Why, it was not Egypt that delivered them - but it was

Cod. The Psalmist was so triumphant in his singing. The heathep raged, and the

kingdoms were falling.

——

Now @_gﬁ_;g;g.in ,_t‘:hg,.da.y,“is _true tod y- There are multitudes-of.people

who need to.hear, my friends, the river - that water - that stream mentioned in V. 4.

S
Christ comes in every crisis. (éég:izf your heart be troubled.
\-—-——_

I read that

m ongce, said.about the uduks ngﬂéu_d‘a'u&— translated this.
] , 1]
Don't shiver in you v . But by whatever.mord you may ;;ggg}ate it, it means,
———— Jour Iiy i; e

have fgith ig,ﬁgd. Let not _your heart be troubled. Be stéé} and know that I am
a ‘M' -‘ﬂ;'. et
God.

refuge. What a blessing to leave behind. This is a tri hant . Which
. 8 riumphant efuge

will help you to live a triumphant life.

Now in conclusion, |this Psalm to our lives. (First) there would
—_'_—\)

be no doubt that you would agree that we live in a}féﬁﬁﬁ%fﬂﬁﬁﬁ”ﬁﬁ?fﬁ? /449p4L424f.bd%nb<\
m—.

M

You would also agree, that the {ranquil city lith the presence of God flowing

in through this stream is ve

e

And lastly, the(triumphant refu§ Thaj we are living in‘’som& Jof the same

a . N - T . T . S, T T Tk aekn 22l aaseR. dem Manan anlisdd an
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is found in a consciousness that God is near, he 59 availablp, he iscgdequ;zé}
-.____.—-—u-’-"""

He loves, and knows, and will do something aboutzit.

ﬁﬂ::j% difference it makes when the storms, the eafﬁgzggakes, the Eg;amities,

i ¥

the disasters, the tragedies.

When we can say with Pﬁﬂl' we are more than conquorers, through him that loved

- 7 — ot

Chgigg_g;gggﬂngnwyz.: atures. Our lives are disconnected without

him,

{Farmers}used to stack their hay around a stack pole, Before the days of

bailing-hay. And if you ever wondered what the stack pole would do - you should
W

see some hay that is piled up and left without a stack pole. It will be,scattered

TN

for a hundred yards. is a unifying force - he holds life together for us.

God made it this way. He is our pattern.

Ve g S g, MO
{Dr. James Sullivan) said he was h§12$33~§£§§£255522% His job was to saw_some..
o . P T e
boards.the.same.size. He had a pattern to go by. But he decided the easiest thing
to do was to saw one board by the ga;;g;az and thenfﬁgéﬁghgwggnmbga;g for the next
1““-’5*“"

—
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It is q@ZZold fashioned today young people - but it 1 very comtemporary-for us
#s. In every crisis-teday, we need

Moty

to ask the question what would Jesus do about th

to keeg\ggfhigiil‘ Keep our emotions. Keep our perspective centered on Christ. We

need to have the Christian spirit to recognize the important things. If any man hath

not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

Christ needs to be the center of your life, and God cqggggmxggxﬁxgggg%.

you first.had to(ring a belly

ent through that central operator. Now
- T b Y g e

et to_the place where we put desus tyin the central‘offigg

PSR T =

until d 7

and we get to the place where we can say, what would Jesus do if he were here. Vhat
Maﬂ»‘ 4 ks ST ST Y

Salutiomwould he offex fo this problem or this crisis.

The answer is found in our Psalm - Gqﬁ?is outwrefugergnd our strength. Be still

and know that I am God. So then you and I, in this time of crisis, must somehow
quiet our racing, racing souls. Because our strength is going to come from above

and our refuge is going to be in Him. And the Holy Spirit can give to anyone who

trusts him to live the victorious life., The triumphant refuge.

You are never going to be defeated.
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This is a life-giving fountain of CGod's presence. Psalm 36:9, Isa. 32:2,

/
and you can't help it., The

Jer, 2:13, 17:13. The waters‘;ga; - and thfﬁﬁiﬁwkﬁg ‘

nat_ion‘s._g_q e and there is trouble all around in the world. And it ought to be

E@a tr That will be

helped. The kingdoms are tottering. And vwe ‘ anquil city.
Mh‘&m*—v - . . . - e WSS,

triumphant in the end. And the Psalmist offers.it to. us.
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