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V THE KING COMES TO THE CITY
Matthew 21:1-11

INTRODUCTION ¢

e —
There was a record of{a musi Cod 8 uoell at FTord Theatre, Washington, D. C.
(::;-‘ﬁﬂl> —_— Sl
Many letters were received from children who saw this modern dramatization of the
s — b ——

"
story of Jesus. ﬂts ct'lﬂ urote, T didn t ]iPe tﬁg_gnd hocauqo Jesus digg. Ceg’_

you change that?
a— ——— e

We may assume that this young child had neyer heard of the offense of the cross
eSS . s £

and yet in her own way she began to protest against the death of Jesus.

This which had been in the 0ld Testament, the idea of a suffering

Messiah. Tven Christsown 413915193 raised their voices in disapproval about his

death, JDut Ca}varv Qgcnmg_history.

Put thc@pf_.hsus\beqinﬁ with this and ex.tirg-qridiqa}'y welcome to

-
the capitol/city when he rode into Jerusalem, on the loal of an ass. And the

crowd greeted him waving pal | branches. We call it the triumphant entry.

On our Christian calendar, we call it Palm ‘%mdn S [/v\:\«ral, W Iz ik

bt thowd - Sted i mee el Beas ﬂhz{ , Reelh oo CJMcb;K:;,<ﬂ

s

\

Sont$ell,

Metly, — S, g4o~..—.5¢4¢,.<4ﬂu4f;,.- va«--#c JyorT 07 Irewd, —~ ﬁgﬁjka‘e i “:

woquiﬂﬂ -
this was an (unrehearsed parnde. It had o ~ﬁ__lm.za,r_tﬁ_p_lﬂm_e/d in this way -lﬂ“t -
this dramatic event. Decause Pome would have perfected the parade with splendor.

And with disciplined and nlittcrih? ranks of Poman_legends,

-

This (@alilean)preacher was going to claim that he was the Messiah and he was
g

the king o sracl. Me deliberately arranges this puh}ic demonstration of his

claim,
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was on in Jerusalem., Once a year the people pathered
for the feast of the \passove Tt was their 1n‘§gp_endcnce_‘(j/ay. their 4th of
.1313'7 it marked“in their minds the deliverance of their fathers from the land

o R~
O(QHEL—" The time when the b d was to be put on the doo:;gggts, and the

death angel was to jggg_g}fer. Hence, it was called the passover. DMNormally the

city had abouﬁ 40,000 . fnh_qhi_t,n}ts - but people would gather from all over the

— y o
countryside, and the population would swell to beyom_ion.

I Gt v The 4

There were( pilgrims|from all over the country. And for three years Jesus had

‘.

avoided publicity. TBut now he has changed.

n éridav), he rai_s_e_g_‘Lm:f: from the dead,
- —

On @, he remained in Bethanv, where Mary anointed his feet - John 12:2.
e —— e .

ﬂn@ the first Palm Sunda)r. as we are celebrating - he came into

prominence. Jesus cn_t_g__:n_.lma&lem. 'I’higr_,i&'e he is poing to

"

be put to c};ﬁjﬁ_on\the_c_mss——.'/'l'he passover was held on the l4th day of the

month, And this was the 10th day.

Now @om of these same people are poinp td crz\ out, "grucify him<,
Hever  Newer Sern lvawvf-dowl-fo Yo Coroninl: |

Qesué had restrﬂ%ed his fol@ers up til now. And this seems to he a trip

that was organized when the time was right for the prediction to be fulfilled.

-

As he entered the citv, it was not like a prince who would come, or a

Crg'volutionarz lender)who would xide him to deliver his people. Christ comes
as d prigce of pe \

W o T, By o) TS s, The. Al G“ﬂ“’i
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/
@L"Eﬂ had entered the city before.d= Stace

Wentemd Jerusalem in Vorld Var I -ngv. ll,mﬂ’ He

took the loly c1€§ rom_the Turks. He made his entry by the gate, Joppa. He
e e -é:g,-\ A N e

cama_gg_ﬁggg'hOping that the people would look upon him as a friend - as an
instrument of peace. le took control of the city in the name of King Ggg:zaqv.

And he tried to make the city worthy of its tradition.

But more than one conquorex had made his way into that historic city. There

have been conflicts with rac religions, and tensions.
-—-;’ s—-—g}’ &__-——7

5 was made after shedding tears. The Rible tells us that he
looked down 2 Jept. Dlecause he sensed the end was near for these gpqg}e.

— - e c— N
And they did not realize this. BPut he knew that it was very near. He had prayed

for them, e had sought them out. And they had rejected him,

Keep in mind this was o ilikggproceggiqg. Just his close friends were beside

him, And we can imagine after he has looked over the-city, how he comes down in

p—

this beautiful array of garments and palms,

7

_— P KIND OF AN ENTRANCE WAS IT #
Voluntary, on his own free will, his conscience ordered him, ushed
C————

*“ Jesus nor cqgnsl%gg,him. Nothing but that 1““°‘«§E§E§ of dictation. It was the

(érincééié}of Chgistiagity. Tt is voluntary through and through.
/4; was c. He came through the regular pate - no géde door\\ He came in

the QQxA‘éE;i He had nééﬁiﬁ?xtg{hido = he was not_ashamed. He had re tompromises
to make. lle had Litdeal pibdaas to ay. Ue came in the broad open public.
16d mo. potitical precees t _}P
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Triumphant - it ho Christ kingly rule. There wassaigggmmitigE.EQ_gglcome
4

him. Mo band to play. There were no prominent fi/yres that had a hand in this

entrance into the city.

<:§ was final. Ue had been there before. !e had been brought there (@s)a boy at
— -_—’/A

che-gﬁﬁ=g£‘E;. And now he was coming in and he was making this entrance in a simple

way.

It was very

e

- no trumpets, no chariots - but a beast of burden. Jesus was
o/ trumgts;ng charts enes

not to come as a Eigg_gjjgnr, a ruler of war - hut a ruler of peace.
8 xuler of 4 uler of pg

In Judges 5:10 - we are told that the@rode upon a wh beast.

I Kings L;%? - It speaks oﬁ<:§i££;;>riding upon the kinﬁ'a beast in triumph as
L r o

he is anointed king over Israel. lere is a symbol that as close to the

folks. Ile would not ride above their heads but down on their lievel. Tt was a
pronouncement of kingdom principles. That JESUS was going to friumph without an

Army. And T think this 1s still true. It is not by power ng ioht, but by his

spirit that he triumphs and he conquors today.

Jesus sald if there are any questions about this
W I
man that, the Lord hath neggd of him. Now these were used - it was not hiqvgyn. 15)
- [

5

was a boEzgygd—zge. They were used in that part of the country. And as I pointed

out the Judges of Israel rode upon such a beast. Judges 5:10, Judges 12:14. And

here comes the(fudge) of Tsrael who will (fudg this vorld,

then you may tell the

Ve




II. THE PROCESSION INTO JERUSALEM
—— "—/—

First, it was 60t i)xttended by kings or ma
- /

gistrates,

Jesus was(ééglgzggggggd the kc%; to the city but the people, the common 7
people were there to welcome him. oy, ‘ Z Wm%
w s Sesdy - F—

Neay, Befl ¢

4‘5’{251 ZnAJAL 61~A¢41tv"~:ar 4ﬁx»¢J:ZZ5714£%§(ﬁP'A1‘“ Tt f
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- We are foretold that this would be the way that our Lord would tome.

The King would come into the city. And the fulfillment of the message.
!/ A

Rejoice greatly o _daughters of zion, shout o daughters of Jerusalem, bhehold thy—

—

' king cometh unto thee., 1le is just and having salvation. Lowly and riding upon an
/;i;:;’:' ass and upon a colt. The foal of an ass and T will cut off the chariot Ephraim,
and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall
speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and
from the river even to the ends of the earth. As for thee also, by the blood of

4
thy covenant T have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water,

This(déi&aiih entry into the city was prophesied by Zechariah and is being
fulfilled as Christ illustrates his kingship. Now the(ﬂ!ﬁ)understood his, Christ

as king, was offerinn!pence}to the people for the ve:x_an;eg} on which he rode was

the symbol of peace. Yot a symhol of war., =

Before Jesus,(a Jewish ancestor) had his way (path way) covered with-myrtie

twigs and robes and Mord rode from the palace of Ahasuerus.
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In Psalms 113, 118 - we find some more of this prophesy. And the hymn used by

the people who welcomed him,

V. WHARHEY DD,V }

E@- They put garments En the beeg;] They always decorated the anjlmai.?.

0Of the one that was to be honored.

/ !ﬁ‘ They spread /1:\ the wa Some have suggested that they spread
Y their garments on the hedgda and the ggy.s_to beautify the cg‘_l_g_gi__nge Those who

would take Christ for king must lay their all-under his feet.

2 Kings 9_9,, as proclaimed king - there was a triumphant procession.

Oyler Buod FM'J'::-_-" o ¥

T N
1

entering Bahylon, had m/épread along the way before him,
——

had goblets of auﬁar{brolgen before him for three miles,
= &
along the way. Diﬁ-(mm} M " ’

3

o comtns to the ciry had_SagRes seresy

/alm branches also. Isaiah 0:14 - sipgnifies the head or the highest of the

people as they wave the palm branches.

Lev, 23:40 - associated the palm branches with joy, rejoicing before the Lord.

—— S——

—

So you see the spreading and waving of palm hes was a of liberty,

Neh. 8:15, 17 - an occasion like this was assoclated with liberty, and joy.
O —_—n =y
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And then he explained about the snow, the fog, and the _cold, which they had

neper experienced. Tt did not have anything in common with them. Perhaps that

the pr_i_gc_iplg_xziﬂx_manx_p_eg%le a Th_gy__dn_nar__uw%dit.
@“l@ can _be miserable and a QWMM- (It)is 7“:0'5

security, it is not plgngyre, it is not BS%E;’ it 1s not fa or status or
pRpularity. But it is a freedom within yourself, A joy that can only come

'h Jesus Christ.

—

\“

,\/ ! They were making w$ for theiy Lkinpg/ And there was joy in their hearts.
¢ —

And as they made way - T thought of this 8(:0?}7- (;f. who was
shot and taken to a quiet home to rest in a@;,for his life. A specieLgailway
was constructed to bring doctors, nurses, and rs]iti:_l_\_res to his bedside. Fngineers
layed out the line across one farmer's _{_x:_qnt_wd -~ but he rg_fi’used. It was explained
to him that it was for the President. He said, that is_fi}_f_fq_gent, if it 1is for

the President, you can run it right througt_w_,__my,hn/use. Make way for Christ., Let

him enter vour heart and @gl;if_nr_tn_ﬂhz}st, having a right of way.
™

~— ‘ é they sa;d t A" .— I’osannn - this was: the cry. It means saye us. The

/
‘ needed salvation - and they cried for salvation. o) Bloss, /(“\7 9“& ém‘

q-lg Mpre 4—;_'6.1\4. ”644"#
— S

! @J_&_S_ghgy_ﬁiﬂg.) Some of those that had been ‘heale;!, no doubt the w

were there, The womnag at the we/.’l_'].. Other people who had been blessed and helped

were there.

G Psalm 113-118 - there are verses that al;e sung at the Jewish feast of tabernacles.
/
And T think this was used v. "Cive thou the triumph, o Jehovah, to

the son of Dayid. Blessed be_the kingdom of our father, Ravid. Now to be restored

in the name of Jehovah. Blessed-be-he that cometh, the king of Israel in the name



of Jehovah. Our peace and salvation are from God above. Praise h_e he in the

——

higheat Heavens for sending them by him, the son of David. TFrom. the highest

Heavens, send thou now salvation.?! Ny o I e A, P Ao, W"ﬁ-——

It looked as if Christ had been made king way in the distant past., And of
course with Zechariah's prophesy, Christ was now living out and coming on this

Sunday - the day that we call Palm Sunday.

”7 ’the citizeng wondered, lere 1¢; the holy one that is unknown in }
Bte i

/tho !!oi_-y:(iity. @J_‘Lx ‘TA.'T ( 7 A A ; - N IL

There is where the light shin7es, even of the Gospel. TIn this country

of ours where the Gospel has heen px;_eg_ihid.,/w_e find there is a great deal of

ipnorance as to the knowledge about Jesus Christ,

@em,ﬁad been .‘/fm:e, when the (wise menjwalked throuph the streets
e ——

and inquired, where is he that is horn king of the Jews.

NV
_‘_" &@— Christ did o u » or to the palace - but he went

p— ———

into the @ Tor his kingdom was to be of a spir&tunl nature,

did Jesus see.
o T
?-ya}'k_ly_\%—- The Bible says he looked around up i s everywhere and all

o
\I\ \2’ around in everything.

/ Thoroughness, his paze was not just as a wide-eyed child, nor as an inspector.

s

Put it was very thorough.
,, SR

—
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Contemplation of what 1s already kngwn. (EE;; already Psgw what was going

on in the city of Jerusalem. !e knows what is going on in the city of. Chesageake

and your city, wherever vou live. e kqun what poes on.

r

- /Z
7,/@’ /‘;,pim’“*}"f"”
\\{i\ Z/ //
First he saw a!den of robbers‘ As he looked at the temple - the house of praver.

It was to be, and it was not being defended or uqed ar place of
T usec

“’W"’“‘QM"N‘PK : ‘ ?"_w&’?ﬁ""

M'—‘M
Nﬁw‘:, "‘{’— Afz }:‘A‘); P S e By 44 ﬁ&@’%ﬂ'{oéﬁ‘
when T Wan ’f.oTtJ‘W\J..( Whea ¥t ‘.JC"
aion

The Centile court was filled with traffic. Tt was a short cut from one side AP~

of town to the other side. And there was a great deal of selling and buying. And 7%~“
i = /

worship was interfered with., TPeople were trading merchandise and handling vessels.

T‘iphrwire in té}‘\;“zl:}cp of pra:;er. ‘9";::5 ’B m' i M’Mﬁu( %,MM, 4
411‘."1?“*‘6 Ah Vo % v
~+ it ek

A ——

a—‘."'v" % 3 W—t&zrc‘- W&r /wd

o2 Acond, he saw éestructive forces a/7§ 3525!" There were the rulers. And there

were the prigg;s’and the thgz}gggg, Now he had predicted not one sﬁggp would be

Z§5~ fvbwr(v1LJJ?.£f§ab«SIh_

left, AnQ:E:;;Q)came and destroyed-that temple., Now Isaiah saw this that the

whole city - the centers in Zion are afraid. Trembling had ceased the godless ones.

.y '
/ﬁﬁ saw [divine viptorv.! On the night of the passover he must have stood at the

temple gate. UMNow the gslden vinf, a symbol of the llebrew people. Tor it must
have been that Christ said, T am the true vine. And standing here, he saw divine

e ————

victory.

//;; sawla Eitv without a Eggnleg And as he looked, he could visualize that this

temple would not be here. You remember the Saparitan waomen who talked with Jesus.

She said our fathers worship in thus and so in this mountain. And Jesus pointed

out that the hour was going to come when men would not worship in that temple or a
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sacred spot - but it would he in spirit and in truth.

John, saw a city with no temple - a holy city.

did Jesus [thinl/ when he came into the city.
——

He saw a house of praver turned into a|§gg,g£_:ogbers. lle thought, tomorrow,
I'11 return and T'11 clear out this<€f9p1e. 1'11 end this mogey changing busingss,
iy gt OUL N8

fle thought this house must once again become a house of g;g;er.

e

do would be to cl up_their b i;diggi~and abandon their traffic because it is
nothing more than a CIE:,OT a place ofcgﬁgissgnt. They have really abandoned Christ,

for some sort of ;Qlfg;pn.

@ perhaps, some of the bw that some religious iqstit\_l_;;l:cn; could

@ L ; P"} e N\ A ,{\Q«&z ';hoy
Koz W
did Jesus when he came to the city. %ififézjdrj/ R

—
Az, he

who is this. And they said this is the son of David. This is Jesus, the man

P

The who{g_slgx_ggg_mgged. And they said,

from Galilee. The man from Nazareth.

A fgz_ggxg, this same crowd wewld-—cry out - ¢ him. And many in

Chesapeake, even tonight would say, away with him. LeEfs crggify him.
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Christ to walk the road to Merod's palace - to be mocked. How easy it is out

of church to @g@_@g_gggﬁg_ggi{ﬁinﬁxj__agts. Can anyone Qeavé this Palm
Supday to let Christ . /}.thgﬁghglgﬂl9%£7Qi_his~efoes. Or will we give of ourselves

to help him carry the load. That is it - to give .of ourselves. Christ wants you

- all you have and are to help carry the cgosg_of righteousness to a sinful world.

7,
Will) you honor your king or will you reject. And will you crucifi/tigf
\ B -~
«7ﬂ,me 51264~15
g
uld happen!:;!Jesus should come to zour citz.
ITow would he look at the things in this city - In your city.
_Aﬂ—-\‘____.
W ?‘W : H“"’;g F( —_

Nl
j;;er// First, he would measure things by

would not measure by human conscience or conveniences. Like u th looks
uman 2.0

Now if he should come, he

/

v
on the heart - not on the outward appearance. 18 M _/_,/240/"\)42
g ik iades R e v ) S
[ ey ke S £rIln S - -

N2> oy Pooive — N
,’7" v wonder how he would mqgggzg_gﬁig&g&ézfgﬁgjkhat has gqghling drﬁnking and

immorality, profdnity, and people who live for the Devil. Just how would he
measure this town. I!'e would measure it by divine standards. It would be measured

by his standards. You think about the Ten Commandments - and you think about

the standards of Cod.

~ ] ;1
Second, Jesus would agree with Cod o destructive judgementl If he should

come to this city, just as he entered Je;gsglem and he cut _the tegple down and the
money changers, and the eyil workers. And If he should come to this city there
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would be some people assigned to Tell.

Yes, if Jesus comes to this town, he is going to measure by divine standards.

And he is going to use divine judgement to destroy that which is evil.

Qyé/ihird, if he shog}d come, as he has - he would/provide a

There is mercy, come unto me. T died on a crogs for you. YqQur sins cg57be
o——-——————p-—-—-—‘
orgiven. And make gg_gin;a&g_ghgnx;;x, it is vour s. Not somebody elses,
Torw o

who had a dream. And in her dream she visualized that “p

As a little
she stood by a gg}den arrow in the earth. And there was an anpgel measuring people.

She stood by this measurement - they would either deminish or grow. And an old

e —— — >~

segmatres% stood up by the arrow. And she began to grow. And soon a Sunday School
bl il

Teacher stood by the polden arrow and the teacher began to deminish. And as the

little Quaker girl watched it - soon it was her turn to stand by the golden arrow

!
N

in the earth and be measured. And so she stood, and to terror -she began to 1?1”“”
~ ‘hcx“__§ \l

ery out, Oh recording angel, don't write that down. _I can do better than that,
————— _7, N — - — - -

T wonder 1if Jesus would come tonight - couldn't vou do better on this Palm Sunday.

Do you really want him to triumph in your life,.

On this day he came as the king and was proclaimed so.

On the first day of the week, he came xiding into the ng. As Christ

the Saviour, he was raised on the first day of the week. And on the first day of

the week, he made his appearances after the resurrection. And on the first day of

the week he poured out his Voly Spirit on the church.

e is 1g‘gnx‘gixx_1n%§y. Hq_ia_hefgzs_ﬁi_%il.
B

b

- -
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Iiike/ Queen Victori%)who listened to the chaplain preach of the second coming

of Jesus. She shook in tears afterwards talking to him. Oh sir, you spoke of

I
the rightful king coming. T could wish that T could be here when he comes. That

7/
I might place this crown at his blessed feer.

You have a life. Tlace it at the feet of Jeag;,today. This is the opportunity
~—*7 ~—

for you to clgim him as the king. Knggl_gg_his_ic,; in glad and greatful submission.
v

This 1s the issue presented by this triumphant entry. The king'compes to his city

Jerusalem. The king was here in our city. What reception will you give him this

hour,

ol /
e i, Thooks o ol il B sy W) |
SR Miche on Heoieiom ﬁ@%@’/m
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We Are



G. A. Studdert-Kennedy, the poet chaplain of Warld War I, a
minister, really immortalized himself as a wnter. He wrote a
little piece called “Indifference” — and that’s what 1t 1s. [t's
indifference when we have nothing to give Him:

“Wheil Jesus came to Golgotha they hanged Him on a tree,

They drave great nails through hands and feedf; and made a
Calvary,

They crowned Him with a crown of thoms, red were His
wounds and deep,

For those were crude and cruel days, the human flesh was
cheap. )

i

When Jesus came to Bmmng,ham. they simply passed Him
by,

They never hurt a hair of Him, they only let Him die;

For men had grown more tender, and they would not give
Him pain,

They only just passed down the street, and left Him in the
rain.

Still Jesus cried, “Forgive them, for they know not what

AT w

Lf-/

[f this week passes with all of these services and celebra-
tions, and you end up not knowing who it is you belong

to, then a great opportunity has been missed, and he died
in vain, m

%&‘ -rc‘;"Pqu .0_7
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they do,”
And still it rnined the winter rain that drenched Him through M e 07 N
and through, Hor— !': ] ’t
The crowds went home and left the streets without a soul to
) : %«,ﬂ-— W 'A"‘A;t“" OG?TW'JL_
And Jesus crouched against a wall and enied for Calvary.” . \f_“(‘
. (.01\\\/ s Mosriet &
around that simple message he is dying o )} q'
to make live in me just now? \ b 3 J W
God loves me Wx\ s Vs, 70 ’
God loves you. ¥ Cf}ff )¢ &) A
That's the word. (8) ( w‘l W
Itis still hard to take it irf, isn't it? So, some just taste of it ) w7 g
and never really commit to it. Ina “Doonesbury® cartoon ol e, e

picture, amom and dad are sitting on the sofa having a
heart-to-heart talk with their son, Alex, Dad begins the
conversation by saying, “Alex, honey, Mom and | have
been talking, and we've decided it’s time to start attend-
ing church as a family.” “Church?” responds a stunned
Alex, “Church is boring.” “Well, we thought you might
say that,” says Dad. “Didn’t you think church was boring
when you were a kid?” asks Alex. “Well, sure, | hated
going,” admits Dad. “But church was good for me, so my
parents made me stick it out. You may end up hating
church, too, but you have to come by that feeling hon-
estly. You have to put in the pew time, like Mom and |
did.” “Oh.” After a long pause, Alex asks;, “What if I like
it?” Caught off guard, Dad replies, “Like it? What do you
mean?” To which Mom says, “We'll cross that bridge
when we get there, honey.” “WhatifI like it?” Whatif |
really hear about Jesus in church? What if [ really hear
Jesus in church? (9)

We don’t want him to get too close to us,

A certain father had a little daughter who kept a daily

notebook. On one page she drew a picture of her father

and carefully printed his name and address. When asked

why, she explained. She had been watching a movie

about amnesia. She said, “If I ever forget who lamwant
everybody to know who I belong to.”




