THE LIFE OF SURRENDER

Romans 12:1-2 s r)"_‘/‘ 2‘7/47 ﬁm

i askﬂzgu to turn to this chapter in Romans - "I beg you therefore, brethren,
through these mercies God has shown you to make a decisive dedication of your bodies
as a living sacrifice, devoted and well pleasing to God which is your reasonable
service. The second verse reads - ''stop living in accordance with the customs of
this world but by the new ideals that mold your mind, continue to transform yourself

so as to find and follow God's will. That is, what is good, well-pleasing to him,

and perfect."

E. M. Bounds in his little book "Power Through Prayer' has stated that what God
wants today is not so much new methods as new men. Now we might even go further by
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saying that what God wants today is not just saved men or men with their names on the

church roll, but surrendered men.

There is a great.gap between the time a man trusts Jesus Christ as his Saviour
and the moment when he truly surrenders his spirit and comes under the Lordship of
Christ. Before we can preach that message, we must have to live that message. Hence,

the question is, are you a surrendered man. The life of surrender is not cheap, it

is not easy, and it is not some concept that somebody may pick up in the dime store.

We must come to this doctrinal, as well as practical basis for the facts of every-
day living. Now this is the divine order. Simply the great facts of our faith furnish
us the foundation of a Christian life. Now in the light of this truth, we cut away the
roots of the t;eg‘if we say that surrender is unimportant. For Paul’ said being justified
therefore by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Chfist. In the ﬁEE_
Chapter, there is therefore “QAEEEQFWP?tion in them that are in Christ. And then in
this 12th Chapter he comes to say, therefore, brethren, and this is the "therefore' of
service. The Christian's relationship to God. This is the heart center of the normal
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Christian experience. It is the main drive shaft that makes all the machinery of life

go. When we are not right here, all of our relationships in life will be effected. &




e

Now the Prophets used to say come now, let us reason together Though your
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sins be as scarlet.

.
Jesus comes and says, come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden.
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But now he comes through his ambassador, Paul, and we find God plea@éggggi&&@gep

instead of just giving an ordinary challenge. 'Welmust. think of what God has done and

what God is doing and what God can _do. That God does not desire to force men into the

mold of his will -- rather, he pleads, why will ye die? Now when we get these great

truths, then we_heveﬂghewggpgp. I beseech you, therefore, now if you do not know these
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truths - then you need to go back and study the first eleven chapters of the book of

Romans, Because the divine plea is here hased upon a logical standard.

;Whggﬁigwgggmthgnmaskinge;heﬂheliever, who has received his divine mercy to do?
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Now remember, the(gburc@rhp;dgdgpre‘high standard to its congregation. But God'
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standard is much higher. Never be satisfied with a lone state of spiritual attainment.

It is easy for us to sit back and rest but God says something about the Christian con-

duct.

Now there are three or four things that I would like to say to you in reference to
“ o
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this text. a’fI;;E of all, the divine obligationfko Sunday. WNow this is the first thing.

In verse 1, I beseech you, therefore. Paul traces the divlne obligation to surrender
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aduEE
to two great truths - one of which is the revelation of quﬁq.love. I beseech you brethren
by the mercies of God. And mercy is God's love in action. It is God's love coming down
LUPERIGR B o e -
to the misery of man. Redeegiggwman and lifting him up. Through the first eight chapters

Paul has described the sinner. Condemned before God, without hope, and then he describes

God and his mercy as setting up liberty. Justifying him, Sanctifying him. And then in

Chapter 8 he says, there is no condemnation, and nothing shall separate him. And then he

says by the mercies of God, I want to call on you to yield your bodies.

Here is a reyelatlon of God's love. Now, I beseech you, which is your reasonable
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service. That ising£Z§pi:i£H§l mode _of response in worship. The revelation of God's

love must be matched by the expectation of God's love. Now this is a beautiful thing. .

——_________
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Let me quote it for you - "I cannot. appreciate-the.love of God, without a compulsion

to reciprocate the love of God."

A
Now this would be the point at which we might Welléhsk)Ourselves another important
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question. ¢ Tav I ever knelt at Calvary and looked into the face of the man who hung
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there? Have you ever said, love so_amazing so d1v1ne. This is the hour of a committment
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that he shall have my soul, my life, and my all.

There are lots of’ﬁeodié\who wonder why does the preacher bear down on the message
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of commlttment today. nWhat is Lthe pxoblem, iE know Tt by 1ntuition. Those men and those

through Jesus Christ he shé his precious blood. ﬁe did it to win your response and
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mine. So the first point of emphasis here is the divine obligation to surrender. Now

this is Qot 'the Preacher calling upon you -- this is not even the church calling upon
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you. This is not a committee calling upon you. Thls is God calling upon you that you
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would come with a decisive dedicatiomn.

E'V_u;vgl\;_ﬁk‘é”/%- -
- b4 8 But the body is the Lord \hﬁ belongs to God, the Father because he created it.
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And one day it is to be immortal. Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost - I Cor. 6:19.

When I speak to you about giving of your body, I'm talking to you about a ,_total

response, spirit, soul, and body. Let me warn you by saying that what we do with our

bodies now will determine our reward or loss in a day as we come to the Judgement. The
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Believer will stand before the Judgement Seat of Christ and he will be Judged by the
things done in his body. Whether they be good or whether they be bad. Now your body

is either gold, silyer,.precious stone wood, hay, or a stubble - or a wasted life!
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Now this is the heart of the pursuation here and the exhortation of the Scripture and

the Spirit. It is to be the presentatlon of your bqﬂz This is to be done by the

T

mercies of Gpde~ *YOu know what makes a sacrifice. 0Or what it means, 1E#i§,ﬂheﬂgixing
Mmm
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_up of something, that may be definitely precious to you. And iﬁ/g}ﬂ,iééngfﬁi‘times:J~\\

/4

Y ——



=

foep Jknew what a_sacrifice was because they were familiar with the sacrifices that

were presented in the temple. The bullock and the lamb in the Tabernmacle. And they
Llock and The A80ernag

brought their sacrififg§ and they presented them to the Priest. And they placed them

Anthe hEEEE*EE#EEg_%f%;St. And they were at his disposal. It was the giving up of

——
these sacrifices.

Now in like manner, vou are to come and present your body to God, a living sacrifice,
e
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and make this 4 “total presentation. Now I amfnofwspeaking to you of the 1dea of lent,
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which is a negatlve _125 of thing, in which §o~”“n§;%$p from doing something. But T am

God.

‘ﬁelievérg‘toda are apt to oyer lo the body in this world because the(wa the bod
glievers)today are gpi yer loogk ody orl @.J,j v
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is being publicized. It is being a@qg;;iﬁgd, in magazines, in newspapers, on thg“pill—
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boards the humggﬂggggﬂig_ggpgggd. And the human body is being exploited. Now this is

to appeal to masses of people and some of this is being dome in the name of) art, for
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art sake. But I am fully pursuaded that most of this is for the{sgke of the f flesh.r The
R

body is being pros;igqted;for a price, people pay, and they abuse this body. And as a

Zoung woman boasted about how much whaﬁggx_ghg,gguld drink, so the body is subjected
today to these things and it 1s coming to pass as in thejdays of gg@} when they ate,
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they drank, they married, and they were given in marriage. And Noan_gg;gnadmahewaak,and
the flood closed that great age in history. Nowii%!Paul had to write todax and rewrite
rd

what he has put here in Romans 12:1 —- I tell you that I believe Paul would say some

great things. For{igj;ghhiggwﬁkgay;ﬁe_sazs I _tell you even weegéﬁg thelr“God is their

belly. Now whaE would he say of us today. How many of you live for the master.of the
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body, the appetlte, the lust, and you are slaves to the nature of your body. Practically
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everything that you do revolves around the satisfaction of your body.

It is not time that we Christiams should gf;%itﬁby the Christian view of the body.

Isn't it? This earthly thing, which today we discover that g;gﬂeg'within us, and waits
"

for the redemption of our bodies. We are early to present them as a living sacrifice.
AN S a5 e 3 f!
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And as the great-apostle said this is to be af%gﬂx_sacxiﬁlné Mithout holiness,
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no man can see, God. Every sacrifice presented to him must be gi;gpu;whlemlsh And

e
T,

this is why you need to consider this:“uggdiﬁhzﬁgq_xgu need to consider thigﬁr One

P e

reason is, it is{ reasonable. He wants your spiritual reasonable service. You have
N -
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been giving your body over to the ca;nel_;higggm;ong_gggygh. (1 gave my life for Thee.
My precious blood I shed. That Thou might ransom be and quicken from the dead. I gave
my life for Thee, what hath thou given for me. Now the hymn writer has a challenge in

that.

Just’ what W1ll _this mean, to do this? Well, it would be gooqpaﬁggmﬁgy the body if
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we could Christianize the body. The'mannia of gadding about all nlght and stuffing and
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attending to sports and enter;gggmggts and things that do our bodies hurt. Salvatiom
= N el LR LS 2,
is for the whole life. It is not for the little cornﬁfj;n the figlg*but it is the whole
PP L e
area. Too long we folks have thought that salvation was in a little gqggargment when
RENTERNE, SR 5
we approach the church on Sunday morning and that settled it. But Christianity must
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impress us to take in the whole life.
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Paul s cathredaL that existed - the present ome in

Vtell us that Bt.

London built by Sir Christopher then was located in the heart of the city. And it was
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regarded almost as a city thoroughfare. Mgﬂﬁggééggmgp and dggﬂu;h;ough this cathredal
talking about the news of the day. In the midst of it stood the Pulpit, From it the
pgg%ghggmwould try to compete with the market place but his megsage.was. draown out by
the noisy throng passing to and fro.

Now old St. Paul's gﬁgg;;:;lgpmeﬂggugggwl1v$s. The building stands for the beody,

the pulpit stands for the soul. We are pe:fgg&&y willing to let God pcqugy\the‘Pulpit
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but{ggl;eserve the floor space for our bodies. And in this world today, we have so many
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ambitions and so many things that are unsatisfied in the flesh.

God knows, as you know, thatgig;pg_has youx.bggy - hewgggmxgg. But if God does not

have your body, he doesn't really have you.
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There is an interesting story told by Dr Ca xer};who went to v151t a member of

his church. A little glrl was playing on the floor with her doll. The doll was ragged

et

and soiled. The child loved it. But during his visit, the little child walked over and

said I'1l give you my dolly. He said I took the gift in my hand and went on talking to

the parents. And when I was leaving he says, forgetting about the doll as he walked

toward the door. He noticed.the little girl pulling at his coat. And he said what's
the trouble. And there were tears comin&_down her face, she said, I _want-my.delly. I

did not mean for you to keep it. My friends,\ls that the way we yleld to God. Is that
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the way that you yielded your life. When you gave yourself to him, m§§e$;he;&;;eg§gg;ipn
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final, We often! sing, take my life and let it be concentrated Lord to Thee,. take my
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silver and my gold, not a mite Would I withhold.
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If God wants your body(he is inviting you. Todav,tﬁncle Sam, is calling for the
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bodies of young.men. He says to thousands of young men, give. mewgqur body. And they

WA

are doing it. And Uncle Sam igiggg_ggxiggJMH;;l you — he is saying there is no alternative

- I want your _body. It may be a living sacrifice., It may mean life or it may mean death,
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Now God is asking us to be reasonable. And he is asking us to present our bodies unto
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him. Like the High Pr1es§ in God's serv1ce. Which would take the sacrifice from the
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individual. You remember the high priest had hls right eaxr, his right thumb, and his

right toe ann01nted Wlth oil, ?i?}was all of the man;gg;nqnepof“the man.
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The act of surrender is not only to be totally offered but to be worthily offered.
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As vou lay your 1ife_on the altar it is supposed to be a living sacrifice. Now what

does this mean? {iglmgggemthatwit_iswtnﬂhewgligg. T must know what I am doing when I

present my offering. é@;wggyﬁggwygy$ﬂhave.yggfinteliigenggy brought your life to the
B i / & g
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Lord Jesus Christ. Dg you_knowNWhatLitureallglﬂeepebgp_surrender that 1life of yours?

;:‘d:ins1sts that our offering be spiritually alive. Paul says we reckon ourselves
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indeed dead unto sin but alive unto God. Rom, 6:11. ngﬂ;gqmg:emthap just regeneraticn.

Jesus not only died for me but I died with him when he died on Calvary. He nailed not
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only my sins to the cross, he nailed me to the cross. And by faith I affirm this.
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And that's why I reckon that I am dead unto sin. Then why should I qualify the

yielding of my body as a sacrifice. We must be taught to yield our lives unto him.

{ﬁ. E. Viggﬁboints out that his great treatment of this passage is that it means

a by O 1 cqgggggggslx“aliye. Having laid that sacrifice upon the altar, I don!t. take it

A\l
off. It is there forever. Doesn't that thrill-you?

Iqi;ld Testamenﬁ times the priest would take the animal to the North side of the

altar, cut it up, and put the pieces on the brazggrgltar. The whole thing was to be

consumed and it was laid on there and he dare not leave it. So often the big sacrifice

had a tendency to slip off, of the brazen altar, and they had an instrument called

i

flesh-hook. Now this flesh-hook was the thing that d%igiglinednand kept the sacrifice

on the altar. When I 1§yed my life ) man ¢ on the altar of God's acceptance,

I didn't do it because I desired to de it, T did it becauqéhf‘Was determined to do it.
- -

And determination is the thing that controls our destiny. Itﬁ;gglxmhanauseqlawapted to

be. a.Preacher but I yielded because _the desire was there to yield. And I-heve-not

remained a Preacher without the determination to stick there. We shall never be yielded

men and women until we are held by dlsc1pline the flesh-hook, we must be on the rock.
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Not B80%4. we must be 100%, And the reason _people; crumble at_this point is that they
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do not meet with God regularly, they do not open their Blbles for the message for their
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hearts, and they do not know the message of light. And they do not discipline._themselves
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in prayer and in the habits of their hearts. And in the church, through the whole manner
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of 1ife, it has never been totally put on the altar, the altar of surrender.

God knows how often we are tempted with temptatlon. And 1t comes _to me, 3pd it comes
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to you. Take it easy. Slip down off the altar. The same thing came to Jesus Christ,
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I1f you be the son of God, come down from the cross. Matt. 27:40. Now these are the same
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cries that are cast out to the Preacher today and to the Christian today. These are the

same things that are cast out to the young people today.

i&;:high; say this business of surrender and consecration just doesn't work. Why

I go to a meeting,fi ginéil Surrender All, And TQKQ,MX,LL#%HAnd Let It Be Consecrated
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Lord to Thee. But ut_you know, ét is not very. long. %sfore I EEMEEPk where I started.
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Nowi{%)yOu understand this in the first place, you never really surrendered your
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life to the Lord. Oh, you sayQEE& I have. But y0u,haven t. Because there must

T ——rT
—tr sy WS

be honesty: Because I want to say to you this - that Qhéﬁ\zou ay your life and

R Y T

———_N

surrender it in the way that$Pauy is talking about it, acceptal

B T

e unto God, you

don' t do it for a week, vou don't do it for a month, you don't do it for a day or

PRSI U ET ST
"

a year -- but this is something that you do forever. Now qﬁat‘arg”you doing coming
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off the altar,

Imene-aul commands I bese seech vou therefore brethren, by the mercies of God he

i
AT RIS 5 o

is talking about a sacriflce that is intelligently and spiritually, and continually“

alive, and totally offered to God.

Butuit is ‘more than thatffmy friend, it is more than that. The apostle goes on
YU U S “-v-r‘[@
to speak of a holy sacrifice. 1Not only do I yield my life as an inltial act, but T
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yield my l&fgfés a contlnual attltude, a holy sacrifice. Becauseyt
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aviqjgame to the

place in 2 Sam. 24:24 when he said I cannothgffeE“God a Eﬁggiggggwggégmgggﬁ§wgg no;bing.
And in Mal, 1:7-8, that is the same idea, They were offering lame sacrifices. And

that is what a lot of Christians are doing today. They are offering God rgﬁﬁ}sh.

This sacrifice is to he| bleas;ngfacceptable and when I say it is to be pleasing
DT 1\#"" -‘ i,
—- T mean that it is to be pleasing unto God behlnd closed doors, in the public, and
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there was only one supreme sacrifice made. And that was Jﬁé . And he made it before
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the world. And he stood on the banks of Jordan and his mission was identified. And

R

God spoke and said this is my beloggqﬁgon, in whom I am well pleased.

This was repeated on the Mount of Transfiguratlon. Friends and foes alike heard
RIS SCIREN A e o y'

the voice from the clouds saying this is my beloved gon. It has to be real and sincere.
1f I surrender, it is to be real. So I bring my spirit, body, and soul as a sacrifice,
Totally put it on the altar. Now I discipline it, T may be tempted to slip off the
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altar now and then, so did the great sacrifice. But there were the flesh—hooks to put

it back in the center of the flame and to keep it in the proper place.
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iEncle Samé?ays you must - the spirit off?od=says I beseech you. I beseech
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brethren <by the mercies of God. And this is a stirring modivation for consecration
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and for surrender, Whathonderful ﬁerﬂies we have. These undeserved things as
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sinners. And you did he make alive who was ead in trespasses and in sin. Where
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as you walked according to the course of the world, according to the prince and the

power of the air, and now the spirit that worketh in the sons of disobed1ence. And
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God in his richness. Now f these mercles of God fail t!lmove you to surrender, then
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there 1is nothing in ﬁﬁ_s world that will. If this great love fails, what will succeed
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As the psalmist said he saw me plunge in deep despair and flew to my release, for me

he bore the shameful cross, and carried all my grief.
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: ] III The divine ob ect rrender.:

Now I have spent time on the obligation which we have and the order of the
\'Jﬁﬂ surrender, but in closing I would like to point you to the matter of the object. And
4

that is found in Verse 2 And be not conformed but be ye transformed by the renewing
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of your mind, that ye may prove what is good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
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Here are two things. QFirszof all the! transformatlon of character. Be ye not conformed
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- you are ngﬁwgomperconformed to the world. As Phillip puts it, don £ 1et the world
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squeeze you 1nto it's mold.
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We will never make an: impacn upon the world until we have a distinctive mark of
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God upon us. This bUSiness Of conforming to the worle to win the world is the biggest
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There are so many Chrlstians that change like a little

lie the Devilx
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Q&zaral In the tropical areas it changes thelr color. He is called a chamelelos. If
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he is on something white, he will turn white. On green or brown the same. Now this
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is the most daring thing in the church ‘today that we have so many of these spiritual
A
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pikes -- they be one thing tojl'ay, something else at a cocktail party, and something

else somewhere else. They are letting the world squeeze them into a mold Now if that
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is the negative aspect, then what is the positive. THere it is, for he says, 'be trﬁﬁigggged

gtalets
by the renewing of your mind. That is the other side. From i&%%QQeﬁﬁwgyfﬁ}ggl As a
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man thinketh in his heart, so doth he sowth. Provs 2357
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Now this is where(wel are failing and falling.out.today. The %%Dzﬁem@nn

in the denominations and in the world - we have got to be aware that unless we have

the priorities of God and become far more interested in these than what we do in this
world, we'll not amount to a hill of beans, unless it pleases Him. What we, doswidd..
,**mﬁi,.

stand for nothing. I want to tell you that God is interested in o
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thing. And that
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one thing is in pgpulating Hea vgn with men and women who are 1 like Jesus Christ. Now,

have you been conformed to his image. What is your spiritual service then. The word

Y
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lggiﬁétf That you are to manifest to the Lord. 'Have you ever.

al' is that it i
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ministered to the Lord That's what the L"' . They ministered not unto men but

unto Jehovah. And the greatest thing the Christian can do is to present his hody a
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living sacrifice and begin a real service _among men. We will not do much for men until
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we learn the secret of ministering unto the Lord. Is this not the reason that so much

of our service falls flat. Now fhisiis reasonable. And it comes because we are
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believers in Christ. And we ought not let the conformity, the art of fashion of this
world, or the external appearance of the scheme of things and the custom of things in

the world today become our standard. We need to be transformed. And this is like the

picture of a %utterfly emerging from a little house that it has constructed as an ugly
s

catapillar.
The power in the process of transformation of the believer by the Holy Spirit
e R NG .
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renews mind and is acceptable and perfect in the will of God. This is the will of God

for you. What the world wants is Jesus.

ATTREER
cgni%}eeizham conformed to the 1mage of my heloved Lord only asmiiegkiﬁristlike,

has my _message the right to be. heagd If I am not a man of God, then I should quit

the Pulpit. The transformation of character only comes by bowing down at the foot
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of(?elvary 1th the open book and 1ett1ng the Holy Spirit stamp the image of Jesus
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Christ. And the transformation of this is the regulation of our character. That ye
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may prove what is good and acceptable and perfect in the will of God. Now this is the
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only}ggég_giace in all the universe, in the center of Cod s w111 for you. Jesus said
‘/"Qﬂ
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my deed is to do the will of Him that sent me to finish that work.
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We Qever need to,.fear the gonsequences. of obeylng Gpd The will of God is good,
it is wonderful. And it will bless and do your life good. It is not only good, it
is pleasing. It is never erksome or, . 8r eveous. It is the sweet will of God. I never
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heard a man lose his temper when he was d01ng the will of God. It is not only pleasing

but it is perfect. To achieve the place that he ought to have. He needs to be central

regardless of your vocation in life, this is God's will.

How can I be in the will of God. How can I know the regulation of my conduct.

T
How can I know the transformation of character. The*ob;ect is surrender based upon the
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order given, It must be:living holy, acceptable as a sacrifice unto God. Now when I
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have come to that point, When the mercies of God have broken my, hear;, and I kneel at
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Calvary s _cross, I ce&wggymwhere the wholghre%lm«of naturermine, that was far too small
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G
- love so amazing so divine, yes, shall have my soul my llfe my all!

This of the p0551b111ties of such a 1ife. Then your body becomes a mighty means of
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reaching the unredeemed all about you. Christ s body was,jwbridge to span the gulf
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between God_and lost men. When you come to this surrender, your body becomes a bridge
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between Chrlst and the unsaved -- that he died to save. It is like many years ago when
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‘ciwas broadcasting. Someone tripped on a wire in the broadcasting
room of CBS. For a moment the King's message went off the air. Hal Vivian, the radio
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engineer, literally spliced it together.
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