please, But you have no right to do that. There is the

honor of your church, the welfare of your children, your
friends,;-~you e is to be a light. You have heard the
story.of. e 21 | : 2 E s 2N Lern Some=-
one asked why he & : ith a lighted
lantern. He replied,"To keep others from stumbling over me."
That wasn't a bad idea. Now he wouldn't intentionally stumbia
over snybody else, but he didn't want anyone to stumble over
him. We need to see that under God, nobody stumbles because
of our lives. We must live true to God.

z 24 ég{gg to cg;.;;x@@@;l _
his 18 another way we can let our light shine. By

being loyal to Christiap convictions. A _man spending some

time with a friend said, "M.MAWS_%

begcome a.Christian in spite of myself." N5
I remember reading a story of Christian man
in an barracks) who was accustomed to reading his Bible
and praying.. ile sitting on the edge of his cot, he debated
as to whether or not he should continue that practice.
of what somebody would say. And so soon he was down on his
knees. There was a dim light buriming near by and a big shoe
came hurdling across the room and hit him. He said it nearly
took all of the praying out of him. "But I continued my
devotion," he went on to day. "The next night I survived the
first test, another soldier came up and asked that we might
pray together." He said, "I saw you over here last night
I was so ashamed because I didn't show my colors, but after
you acted the way you did, it gave me courage. " The story
goes on to say, it was not long before a number of others
were gathering around and they were having a nightly prayer
meeting. N

So you see what this scripture involves. He did not
preach a sermon or give a lecture but simply follow the con-
viction thereby letting his light shine. He was not like

~the young man who . 4 to work during the
summer. The men were rough and when he returned back home,
in talkkng about his experiences, his brother asked him, "What

did they say when they found out that you were.a Christian?"
"Oh, he said, "They never found it out."
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| Intro. The %ﬁs;.hi;itiés of the light switch. In your atiic

or cellar perhaps you have a button or switch. The other day
we had some men who needed to go up into the attic of the

ghurch, One of them climbed up t nd said it wasn't
any light up there. So I climbed up and there e switch,

Tt had to be turned on. There are important lights in your
home no doubt, but perhaps the mpst important light is the
one that we overlook, and that is that we are as individuals
the light of the world.

. We hear some strange stories sometimes about haunted houses.
/%MM,' It seemed that a man had been
challenged to spend night in a hamnted house. This place

was shunned by all the people of the community. He took a

handful of candles and £fter lighting and placing them arocund
in a room he had chosen, he took his seat in an old chair.
Presently his heart leaped into his throat as the candles be-
gin to go out one by one.

It may be that candles of faith and hope have gone out in

the past few Kears » m&a\ar_g_gr_miag-é . There is guch
darkness .in the world today...there is darkness in the realm
of religion. n their knowledge.

No man is so blind as he who will not see. The darkness of
the world is spiritual, so many are 1 «othey listen

to the plea of Moses and then say "Who is the Lord, that I
should obey his voice?"

t_on.

Séems to be the rirst problem...turning the light
switch...2llowing the light tc shine...t the darkness.

We might in contrast here ask the question, "How does one be-
come the light of the world?"
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Once the switch has been turned, the W
to.shine« It is described hére in this scripture like a city
on a hill. Looking a ee there were a
number of citiese...towmsy== ‘of them were located on hills,
A city set on a hill is obvious to all who pass by.

The figure is taken from a lowly-cettage.home. The house
consisted of a le rooms; so that the teeny light sufficed
for all, If they put it under a bushel, the only one in the




room, then there would be no light at all, Now
laced on a 8 .and it shines for all who are in the
house. Jesus said men never hide them,--we say Christian do
not hide your light under a bushel, but Jesus said, "Ch:ciﬁig\n_sl.
"
E. : They had lamps of wicks.

If you put a lamp u s there would be little air and
it would soon burn out. So it is placed on a and ‘
shines all through the house. That is what a light is for. J
You do not build a city on a hill to hide it, but so you can |
see it. You are light and it's your business like the city
to shine. Thus men are to let their light shine, not teo
glorify themselves, but your Father in heaven. Not to call
attention to yourself, but to the Heavenly Father. ‘

I&.iE_E2E?EEE_EthhuLJﬂLzéls_nn_ﬂhrxnrd,-—it is not the
seminary professor, but it's the Christiand who are the light
of the world. And he is to give expression to the recognition
thet God is Savior. Youtre not just a reflector,~~it is in

you--you are the light, and Christ shines into the world through
the light of his people.

Did you ever stop te think of our street lights...how the
wires bring in the power from the plant...make it light at
night so we can bravel as by day?

ITI, How is_the Light to shine?

e've ® switch o ow how is this
light to shine. We are aware that t ba, t, that
Lig¥iréné 1ight reveals our dangers and that the impression
and success of the gospel depends upon living men...the.real
est is . The real influence of this church is the
lives of the membership.

The lighthouse keeper does not concentrate on the ship
seeing the beam that shines from his lamp, but all he does
is to feed it and tend it. That is what we must do, we do

not know how all will respond to the light, but it is our
buginess to shine.

B:16)
¢ be overcome with good.

A er )hold of a group of Christian-making.reports
at a business ing, concerning some work that they had been
doing, and at the'close of each report the statement was made,
--"T done. for Jesus! sake." That is a real thrill,
as we consider working for Christ just to glorify the Father.
It would do well for us to listen to Paul in I Cor. 10:31, "
"Whether pherefore, ye eat or &rink or whatsowfery you do, do
all for the glory of God." and Col 3:17 "And whatsoever ye
do in word or deedy; do all in the name of the Lord Jesus."

We know that ive without o It is essentis
for growth and progress and as we contact the light of the
world, we ought to reflect something of Christ's character on

to others.
We are not talking about good words or good intentions.
These things ever subs e One example

is tW¢/ worth a thousand arguments. A yg&g%gg about
to be ordained, stated at one point he was mearly an idel
%{ o

in his life. But there was one argument in favor of
ity. I could never refute.the consistent condubt of my own
father,

[estapent. As he read it, he
s ™| , " He went “to the Buddhist
priest and said, "Truly this book is of God, it tells me things
that fit me, it gives me the message I need."™ The priest re-
plied, "There's nothing to it, and I can prove it."—"If you

go to America where more people have bhis book than in any
other nation, and consider the way the people ¥kive, you will
discover that they profess thabt-shey to believe it and yet
do not live according to it." There is much truth in the
reply of this Buddhist priest,--Po shame us. Our works often
put out the light. ;

But some people say my life is my own,--I live it as I
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A splﬁd way to let your light shine is to share it

with somebody else. This is one of the Christian principles.
It is a great trust and a great obligation.

once asked Phillip Brooks, "Tell me what vou know of God."
We cannot keep silent. Birds are bound to sing. Tides fever
cease their flow. The sun does not hide its light.

The f i . told those
people that he had been Em_md hey shid, "Show.us
a mirdcle.and YH¢y we will believe you." He said,"I will show

you the greatestof all miracles,--a holy life." And he did,
he demonstrated, thus sharing the grace of CGod and letting his
light shine.

Do you want your life to count for God?

NWM%M%M&RW
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Let us remember the first thing to be done with a
amp is_to light it, The second thing is to set it where
can be seen The third thing,--a lamp must be fed with
oil or it will not keep a light. The fourth thing,-- the lamp
must be trimmed if it is to give a good light.
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