o e I

who needed a house, they needed more room as a residence.  So
e

they said let us go we pray thee, unto Jordan and take thence

that eve no matter what
ught .

v)said what is commended of & father
[AE——

every man a beam,

The<J ewi’ gh re-ligioa‘ ?taught

his position, that he should be

He knew what work was.

he l.a_p_g;gd_with his_hands.

; ers who are entering
the gos:[_a_e‘l ministry to be subjected to some type of wo;:li, f%
work or some manual labor where they might dj,sé’g;erc«this impor-
tant work that is carried on_by the Me.

in their

You will note that these students wer

work. ' They were.not lazy.  They cultivated the habits of indus-

i
$ 16

m‘y. A‘I'k
The apostle said to be diligent in business, fervent in

spirit, serving the Lord.

//._B?re wa:.n this seminary.. These young

students were excellent and wel There can be little
—————

For _they came.to.

doubt but that they lived in this manner,

I \ » S
f . '1 - - : .J
‘Eln.shaivand asked his ,wco‘nsent to &heir proposale There was disci

""1"' T T et T
: 9

' f THE LOST AX~-HEAD

¥ | 42 Kings 631-7

Introduction ;
There are tglg natural ggﬁghmns of this racl)that
some would have us to beln.eve. @ that Elijah pa

of wood undar-mebbthe axhead which he could see lx:mg at the

ssed a pieea

bottom of the river., And then lifted it to the surface.

And

in the axhead made to receive the haft and so pulled it out.

But this is . to the text and iﬁ_nn_t_a_n‘_ue7<>ccur-

ance as to what actuslly happened.

This took place in the ¥icinity of Jericho)since both

Giggel and Bethel were remote fr(;m the Jordgn., The

the progh_ets at Jericho whereof we have heard in chapter two

and verse 5 and verse 19,

We see that from Deutefono

that the Hebrews mad,e

their axheads of ir 7 as early as the X : :rhey
probably learned to ‘smelt and w t. This axhead

B T

flg_ off into the water. This could have ‘-oeen vaommon gggm?/

ance as we read in Deuteronomy 19:5 and could be easily restored

back onto the handle,

We see seversl things in this story. I quote fr°

"Behold how good and joyful a2 thing it is, brethren, to dwell

together in unit;'. I"c_\is 11153 a8 precious ointment upon the head

that ran down unto the beard even unto Aaron's beard and went

L —
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down to the skirts of his clothings. Like as. the dew of, Herman

—— ) m———

which fell upon the hills of Zion." Thus we see a truth of sweet

pleasing community life of the prophets and of Elijah and his

followers, They were(bound together)by no vow of obedience and

they undertake nothing without their master, And they required

a la__z;g_e_r_glye, a dwelling place in which to dwell apd in which

to live,

There are at(least two agleg‘ >to this that I would like to

po:i.n‘(.~ out to you in this mess\age todaye

of all, we might

well preach a theological concerning a

college. Here is information enoughtin this Bible text to lead

us to discover a sermon on‘t,na.nlngi.ca.l_admt.}.on. And then
@I would like for us to look at the practicaleside of the

Young men are

interest in the Sunday School training,
children repest their lessons, sing their songs, it would do them

gréat good and they would find great encoursgement.

If some people could heai

| =3~
very nature of the study is such that a general public could be

iexpected to’ tak_e_mm'_e_ ingerest in them,

| done by the members of the church g

| training, Yet all of ‘the members of tne,,_,@xmmgamd

in having not ' dian as a minister but a trained
lminister. It seems that the day Es arrived when the individual

members ‘of the church should take a 'g\i'_egj;g;_,int;g_z_'est in theolo-

|
|
:

gical education. I know that we do to a certain extent through

ourébggerative grogam? But we haveéoung menhh,o go_to study

to dedicate themselves to the g¢all of God to the ministry and yet

we do_very litile to_support them in a finsncial way and in other

Wayse.
The, story of .Elijah here and the prophets is a story of
theological edu€ation: It is one that you could very clearly

You see '§

interpret &8s such.

in_thiﬂ_ﬁchﬂﬂlo

students in this theolggj,pal seminary kunewwhew-to work and I
b v

mean that they were not_above doj_.n_g their own work.

%o t hem. But here were a group of students

sg

considered aéi -



.
But, we know that God can make thege : -
tiniest f%?wer s ~the W, or tiwn

caWa we seen the small, troubles of humanity.  Many

came when it was needed,

« One who

times that go unnoticed by great number and masses of people.

The tear that is ggi'ckg brushed gi;, de. - The hw

somebody's heaxt. . Xey,, Ne losgakaht of thegs.dodividuals:bu

not our, heavenly Father.

éod nev
hin tkw 8 &o.sympathize

with a m&iﬂ “and to shed to tears over the sufferings: of the

rlooks jhe multitudes, never overlooks the

nation and the sorrows of the nation, Without having a.particul-

ar intgrest in one ber of the nation. But God cares for the

whole race, By caring for every individual member of it. ' For

example today we perhaps may feel for the en’cir&Cuban E‘bion.

And yet I wonder if we give little thought to men who sit in
sz_"gﬂ‘gnd who hsve heartaches there.

but the ears o

ez Yol dis

city of Dofh‘n, the Lord di_g not forget Eldsha, And provide a

.

way of re_sgy,é and 2 way'of saf jy'for' him, Yes, this enterprlse

needs supérnaturél help. And God came when he was needed. And

we see that the présence of God was there,

It was not just the power of Elisha. For except the Lord

"| been _ﬁl. But*he was one who knew that how

SN

pline, It helped the school.

The same thing is true in th_@ﬁéw; There

should be discipline in the family. And in the school regarding

what constitut@e suthority in a church or in a family or in a

school.

@gr. Aragld of Rg&once said to a group of sssembled 1

scholars that when there ha# been some disorder in the school
——— 5

the he had had to w. I quote,( "it is not !

that it should be a_school of

et -
Christ:ban ) S ot o

But it _is-necessary

ogical seminaryjought to be a school ofw

e s

S

2—9—{11« And who m%WMt discipline is, If we disregard the

oo

authority of the nat;gx, if it is not properly insisted on in

Then what do we bave lefh?
Bible tells us to let all things be d_o_n_e peacably an& in order,

/@ ther_e was

pleasaHotherly relatégghigs between the prophets and'the
ouptiess Rk BhR.A rophet. QQW He could have

the home, or in the church, The

in this seminsry. There was

ave author

and yet do it with kindness. There are some we know that authori
ty is never weakened by kindness. There are- peopke who

think that it 6 thed# dign

if they can influence some-

n_hand, They make a grave mistake,

Because you




-6

feel that you are superdor. It never hurts anyone to be kind and
cou‘rt}ms and cons’d_e.na . And filled with the spirit of Cheist.

As we f£ind in this theologica],‘ schoole

there Wam The mumber of students inoreased.
We know EMW because there.is-noi.li "

grows because there is life in it. You know that it is dead if

CH

it does not put forth leaves and fruit in the springtime, And

e —

in this thedliogical school there was great growth.

The church is s timulated bg' growth as this school was, We

read that although in some sections that the ehurches are
W of the accomodations necessary for the whole
population., And yet there are some that are two or three times
greater, Than is required by the number of people who attend.
On all aide empty churches and yet there is money contributed

for religious purpuses. And there like the one talenmt, wrapped

up in a napkin unused, Fact is that clurch buildings, many

places have ceased and in other places become 2 business specu-

lation., One church sh another, But the

ows like a grain of

musgrdseedg And it creates its own branchgg‘(-ﬂ" nd reaches out.
> . g r

And otwms are formed from it, Instead of churches

being built from ignorant z@al and spirit of rivslry, it ought

A tree

7=

| determined to do something about it. As quaiphly
ey wanted room, th_exmw_

prececders and merble siongs but only of gebbing every man o

begm_te run up.a plain hut or cottage with. ' o8 vot

/
.m. t would seem w, carried éi

. They never thought

says, whe

(

of putting up a grend place at ojher people's expense.. How far
”
we fall short in spikrit from th (o erectmodern churches tods

T ———

there are people who make all kinds of entresties, sddresses that
are ignorance, gzears s questionable proceedg;re, rg{%, and

wha t—=have-~you in order to raise the money. But here in this

institution we discover that every man was to shoulder his part,
r

ere encountered,

We see

here the axhead fel i er, What a@this wals.‘

Thedlogical se%ncounter difficulties. In recent

months we've all been well informed on the message of Genesis and

The theologieal school encountered difficulties.

it seemed to be a great difficulty. And yet from time to time

But here is 2 worthy enterprise that
And the difficulty may turn out to be a

these problems come up.
these men were in.

bless:mg in disguise.

to be done in the spirit of best council. And growth ss this

theological seminary experienced in the day of Elisha, They

‘I'heseétrifli% ma tters Zare“go Eroblem to Elisha. For he

IWill deal with them. And we find here the supernatural healp



the same way Elijah had used it. ' He smote the waters, he crossed
OVer,

We hear of him sweetening /the w: We hear of a certain

Becm.ii He goesi to her house, he
Q——\

asks her if she has anything: in the house. Only a cruise of oil

An broubles.

and he tells her to:go:to the willage an

ones and,. He tells her to get a great number of them.

He puurs
out the oil, And then she sold the oil, paid her debts,.and

her home was filled with rejoicing.

Came down from the

mountains across the plain and going up to the prophets chamber,

where this boy was,

He prayed and the boy lived again,
And 80, you find that tHE ma

hand; the axhead is gone and his only natural for him to

go o
the man of God. And glles master for this was borrowed, And

where fell it?

If }this was_the ggg instance in the Scripture, you might

like

say well 1 g‘uex ion dt.

this, In the New Testament, there was g

years been bound down gam w 'Egi&. ®he could not 1lift
herself up and shw on physicians. She

was not healed, And this woman was drwm statue, And

But the Bible is full of

there was no eye that would look upon her without pity. And she

was trying to 1iff her poor body u_g,; And Jesus sees her and he

" A
,L:II. Let us look at the! Bractﬁ‘cal ﬂdﬁqumi‘his text now, Another

build the house, they labor.in vein that build it, And what
mockedy it is for amy man to get in the pulpit and speak about
the love of Jesus who is himself a stranger to that love.
What a mockery it is fgr any man to speak about the grace
of God and he has never experienced it in his own heart and.in
his own life. Thus here is a message.of theological education

and training.

side, ot swim." You may

But waita minute, you say

say thay{ a piece of iron in the water and saw it sink ,
Well, you might go to this story here and say well f,

now that's not true. But if you take Elisha but of the 01d Testa-

ment you must teke out Elijah and the others too.

We_are not dealing

th the ai..

Here is a text and the man of God said,

t@x with the nstural law, we are dealln

And I am presenting to you the stor,Lout of a bo/o}l’c in which the

marvelous is alwsys coming to pass,

I should think it would be a ver ;n or an axhead
to swim, Co%to UOW and-ag

God cap do. I would think it was just g TTifling matterss As

compared to holding the gea

iron did swim,
Ton Sid SWim.

truth.

God said in his word and God always speaks the

1
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Look at th gw;ag»)of this te/xt;

the prophets seemed to be

sech for the enlargements

This is th

The prophets go out to

It was k;nd- of cooperative 1
piece of work. ' , ZE
workd,.  And: these men gs thez g0 alog are carrzlgg gg

ar ho own the trees. One man seems to be poorer than

the ofher. For he is working with aw. It may be that

the ax_was fag%;' or it may have been that the laborer was a

s

little ové;_-ggalnus. We do_not know. But anyhbw he was chopp:ing
his tree,

And suddenly the ax " gy from the han&lle
and bounced into the water and sa t., And the man
in great embarrsssment turned to the r_na;n_gg_ggi_and said that

Y % ooy

he had lost his axhead. LW ere fell 154 “

And he showed him the place, they cut a new stick, he gast it

tither and the :.r_gp_g_:l_,g__anim..

And the man of God sa

ouwant to see,

This is a mirag}g of KElisha, Through the supernstural gower of
God there is a sharp contrast ‘between the miracles of Blisha
and those of Elijah,

seemed always to do great things. Bu> the

A

s. You will remember they were

walking along together, they came to Bethal, to Gilgal, th the
= et

Jordan. And Elijah turned and said you'd better t§'r9r‘ here for

the Lord is going to take me away from you. And the sons of the

B, .

the sons Of_j prophets came out and said Elisha you'd better tarry here and

He said as the Lord liveth and

as my soul liveth, I'will Q___:Lg_an_xgx

the Lord will take your master,

responded, He said oh, pgaster give me
spirit, He said you've asked ‘a

fixed upon me you will have it. ‘They came to the Jordan and took

off the old mantle and smote the waters and dry-shod they went

over to the other side and muddenly the skies brightened and

a ch_;_az;i_plt__gﬁ_f?e and st%e appeared,  And the whirl-

wind was on and caught up by the whirlwind end Elisha overpowered

for the moment stood looking at him. ' Then he stretched out his

hands, T imagine end I could heze him shout, ‘my Father, my
—r —_—

Father, the chariots of' Igrgel and ‘the horggman thereof.

And Elijah tgok off the old mantle, leaned out from the
Q&—w -—-—'—ﬁ

whirlwind and dropped it. It f]M through the air

and fell upon the shoulders of Flisha. And he was ready. And

, A
note he did not #ake the master's mantle and wrap it sround him

and say isnlt this comfortable? And

ower an

| 7 Flisha did nEE %gg
this mantle aroudd him and say I shall take thig hagk and keep
it as a w Many a man has received a blessing and

lost it for that very reason. He used the mgsterts-mantle in
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gical preachers, And who proclaim Jesus Christ,

'And yeb. they
,W. Because people do not come to the mercy

deats, There are church officers who have testi ~ C is.i?:_
They have had M They spoke the name,of Christ to
their children, . They wgw ,They:rose to speak bo

somebody. But now the altar is ‘?ae, the er_i Np
longer does the church hold.dnbersyt for them,  Prayer meebings

are off, And today their experience is just swinging an empty

axhandle. You azjesi_ without E}ﬁ& today, youare not a soul winner.

You have lost your influence over your husband., You have lost

your influence over your children.  You have lggt.jyour-infiuence

1n the chu‘_j; You have lost your in€luecne in the city.

aagead is gone ‘and there is no power,

! UREPEe—
Another thing to note is Ehat is the axheadﬁp We 1l 1

shoudld say the axhead may be conscious.presence of Christ. Or
it might be the indwelling of the loly _m;!t of God, . The word

of God, And you have lost it.

Now the searching question is,i_Ehere fell'it?*vm@ the

man who had lost._the _axh;é\g_had said to the man of God, I/do not

lfn(myher_e &".t .;Eﬁ.l,_l.ﬂo.v.,D,own E §s possible ov

of God would have been at a loss. When you find out where it

fell, W And the man of God said, where fell it.

There is a lesson for you.

The

er, the man

I 13-

heals her. And he says woman thou art loosed, And she stood
/;’-- — — . —— ~_____~_;
up. Yes the W He is always bringing these things
| to pass. ’ :
Tou see ‘o‘- g ded by men who are

she comes to J esus 5 the lew said _sm__.But Jesus forgave "

pro¥essing great virtue themselves, Sm like a

frightened deer. And she comes and hagtens to Jesuss And as

"\-«\.-._

‘v
her. Bending down hew the_samd, this impure

woman standing by. .He bowed his face and he wrote because he

was a Eure man.

says that when Jesus.bent over to write, he was =

writing the namer g; a2 man Ew the crowd, And as th:.s-’v

man leaned forward, he read his own name and the rest of the

sentence .was this - "go and so is himself an extortigner". And =
the man drogs the gtone in his hand and goes. Jesus writes  ©

"So_a « And he dropped i

Now, I_do not know exactly what he wrote. Bu r.',

another name.

yyyyy

his stone and leaves.. So and 50 has temgted a_young maiden and
50 men droEBed the stones in their hsnds and flee away. He %

%
,
e

-‘r.".w";""v Y s
' continues me after e and man after man leaves un

at last, liftingup his eyes and seeing only the woman-.at his

B i

feet and the men all gone,

he says woman where are thine accus@{
She said no man, Lord,

- And she stood up and she wa

Doth no man accuse thee? And he said '

neither do I cond L

as free,

y

o

JAnd the iron did swim. R
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Yes, there are incidents like this that happen everywhere.

the morphine habit., A worker spoke to him, his heart was touched
and that man walked down in the pregence-of«4000-people, climbed
up on the high platform and said friends I am out of
P ¢ g pl‘im- B — 'i'wr'.;vzmwm“n‘,mw i
?ﬂh And yQu musi.help-me. And although he.was'in rags,there
- Cmrrea

came up to him a beautg‘ Ell_x dressed _woman who said, my husband
will take you home to oyr house this_gvening, .Sometime

that man wrote a letter to a Presbyterian minister and/he said,

I wish you could see this man. His face is shining and I wish

you could hear him Speak. He is fllled with the power of God,

I wish you could have heard him lea e
Scores of people were impressed and many were.converted, The

Not only happmns in Canada,.

But ir So3Pus tralia,

There was a_knock at the evangelist's door..
M

frightened face appeared for a moement at the door,

"Come in" and a
B

s

And a note |
e

was handed to him., It said, dear sir, 1 have been a.drunkerd-for

fw I have tr'ed Iy _best

the powerful assion but _I cvanno be

the person appears at the door agsin for a mocment and she said
I came just to see that you got it in your hands. And was gone.

He said that he scarcely passed a day or night without seeing

-} And many are keeping up just in form only.
-

-15- -

that face. But ene niﬁht he s_a_wM in one of the churches
and trembling say that though the day S}Wm
T

That under the power of" the singing she had seen Jesus, And

with the memory of her sweej'._mgber-she had made one grest

effort by the help of God. -She was there clothed-in her right

mind, And all the look of womanhood back, all the power of

virtue back, all the strength of Christian grace.

And the iron
S —— ———

| This man had

Friends

ch__ﬂgx - many men and women who are in the same pred:l.ca-

ment_as the man W%m The man wihth the am-~handle

an axhead.

But if your've(even

. Qu:--,knowvwmefsaif‘femnce 'En

e

swinging an axhandle and an ax with an axhead on it. And it is
ging 18X W 2ad_on i’

a great deal more difficult to keep up my friends, You can keep

on)than-it is to live the real thing,

You are working :with

'out an axhead.

There are some who have been called of God even as theolo=
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your political 'econditionss

Yow have not lost

body else would say as the(soCi hefhe
— . —
And that would be betier for yous

”
let's change that., Others.

wouldtell you that.the axhead. is:not offhbut that we only think
it is off. ' They would tell-us to think its on and to proceed

to use . ¢ But'I know only one

way to get the sinner up and if I be lifted w J_)_ from the earth,

will drew all men unto mes - To Lift the sinner up. -except by the
drawing power of Jesus Christ we need to preach to live, and
that's, the secret and that is' the hope.. And that is the sort of

. You:are held captive,

to mark where people haye. . |

salvation that you need,
N— —— ——— Rl

dlcicia}ong the way, That means that some traveler has _met with
death, I've noticed on some of those cposses raised and in fact

I have a slide with three of them, they are aluminum colorid'. But

two or three.of them have red tips painted on the' end of the {

crosses. . And I wonder in the place of those crossss if we could
p—— ey

raise dJesus Chrxst cross that there men, might say yes, I yield.

ng. once, the story in :hhw

What does it mean? . It means that a traveler

And.as he bold tha n the service

—

I wonder if we couldn't plL the red cros&, the cross. of Calvary

o

RS
| o requinel Toteldyyon:

with the world,
AR~ YR

in the place of the e black cross.;,-,)yafra\ "&’7 éz f’{
O er. B L> Y.

No evaggelist is required to tel],,xgu.

aa ol

You know the place. You logt it when you neglected the Bibles

.

You lost it when you crowded Eraz‘er off into the corner., You

lost it when you did not confess zour si_ns. You lost it when

you neglected the chu.rch. You lost it when you were in league

Iou lost it at the card table. You lost it at

L B,

~~~~~~~

the dance. You are the only person in the world who knows where

| you loét ite

There was here a service was being held who entered

a bhidling clad in rags. The man went on with the service, And
—TE— . -
suddenly the man Eét up and said sir mey I speak? Certainly sai

He was ap_officer

the preacher. This is 5 he

School here. Our Sunday School tescher used to have us in her

She taught us the names of cards,

home on Saturda oons,

Up to them we never knew them, Tater she teaught us games of

cnrds

Then after a while we said to her, not so much lesson
H »

and more cards. Then we forsook the Sunday School and while the

others were at the school, we were away Elaziﬁ cards. Sir, he

said of the seven bozs‘ two _died gg the gallows s three of them
S —s
are in pr% ne of them is g fugitive from the justbi.

ce and I am the-ether, Sir, if the officerof the law knew that

I was here, I would be put_in pri ./ Then for a moement,

——



staw perfbegny Still he said, all I have to say is that I

would to God that my Sundax School tegcher hadi had different

influence, He walked oub of the church and the preacher said
et T —_—

T ra A ok i e, S50 1

ed in

black who as she started out into the aisle g_g%@:{ed g;d_i‘ell
~ 5 :

and as she fell she sa,id,‘

(You know.whei:gw% But pleaee let me say if you

are out of“ fellows» w1th God, I cannot be

oo
———— .._._...,a-

he never saw him again, But thereérose up :a w

unkind to you,

know my own weaknesses too well,

'Lf you are out of Lhe way awa; from Lhrist, I am just a

ower, God loves

preacher of the gospel, "

v you ha,ve lost our

you,
N—

He loves you,

Command'eﬁ fva Bog;‘" Dﬁells in the ‘E‘.’estern_ 'part of our
£e 0 na v m‘ . - - -

ted for.a-crime.ofamurder. His old

gll. And sitting down beside him

said to him, tell me g\gvg, dmt. And the hoy looked up
into his mother's face and ‘his, lzfs trembling and l___f&ge
growi ggwhlte he said, :

il e Sy

ime of the' trial was come the Juag said to the

When the

mother, can you persuade ybur boy to plead 5y

me

We will be

easy with him, But your honor, she said, ‘he did not do%‘b. The

neighbors came in to sympathlze with her and she would smile and

58y, but he did net do its The prosecuting attornexsaid to her,
-

if you tell Jim to change his plea, the judge will be easy on

him and, the mother said, thanks sir, but he didf't do it.

LY ) g
The

”

boy was convicted and the day of the execution came, and made

.J his way into his cell and the shadow of the gallows was already

ot ’
. for & moemtn, then raising his fsce he said, I did do it.

upon the boy. Th@aid to ‘him, Jim, you are i‘acing .

eternity, tell me did you do ity The boy was perfectly still
’

¢

Foend tell my nobler,

wm.,.‘o,m
One o

<Mmmy friends th knew him said that
the chaplain went over to the housg ﬁﬁd the old mother knew what

day it was. The shadow.of.the gallows was touching her too.

| And when the chaplain entered the room, her hesd down in her

Andghe heard

arms, and when he spoke to her she made no sigh.

him, | And ‘then he said gather-Lisign, /J
—"

 did it. And the mgbher.did whal mi.mother W&L}r

your mogher wommaxre, s
head a.li

~dower in her hands and rsised her face, covered

ith tggra and s314, GhapLany' 6 back ss GUICKIY g9 jou oan snd

QLd Ll Lagdy L 10¥S. /And M w in his
‘x, maﬂ in his loge. He loves you and I would call you

back today «

Now perhaps there would be some w

nw My message to you today is to the man who

is not a Christian, Who is deep down.in sin, How are you going

to get up?" The political reformer would say to_you, just better




