g <1 - T3 Con WMAZ

THE MAN WHO WAS NOT FOR SALE

I Kings 21:3

We have a,@tranéé story of a man by the name of Naboth -~ the man who

was not for sale. To me this is one of the strangest dramas/;gﬂ;h; entire

Bible. This chapter was also interesting from the standpoint of another
man by the name oﬁ Ahégi that the Scripture says in Vergngﬂﬁand/géh— that
he had sold out td work evil.

We hope to concentrate tonight on the man who was not for sale, rather

i
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than the man who did sell out.

The gtory speaks about love, courage, and the fear of God. The other
,>( P Pl T
side - the story speaks about covetousness, hatred, falég:y;tnessing, death,

——

and the final judgement of God.

Now when someone sells out there are usually several ch;;;:;;;%)that are
-
involved in it. 1In fact, there are about 7 diffefent: characters in this story
and maybe if we took just a moment to mention these 7 characters involved - it

will help us get the idea about the man Naboth who was not for sale. -

The first character is Naboth{ He was a humble, Go@:fgg;igg_@%g. And he
o ~— L

owned sor roperty - ineyard in Jezr . is was a ver ro t;v

d s neﬁg_’gaj7y he had a vineyard in Jezreel Th ery produc e

vineyard. The fruit was plentiful and bountiful. And this man, the owner of

it, had received it as an inheritance from his father - who had gotten it from
\—_7. r-— s,

R

his father. And so it was a vineyard that had been in the family since the
7

time that Moses and Joshua had lotted the %ggd out to the tribes.



Naboth would not sell his vineyard. It was not for sale. He was not
c.-—""-—-'—-—-—-*—]” N

flattered with the interviewwqﬁugggﬁk;ng who came to see him, And he was not

impressed at all by the invitation that the royal palace offered him another

piece of property.

The second character is Ahabﬁ He was the qudgfﬂggmi. And he was the
7th king of the Northern kingdom.
e
His capitol was at Samaria but he lived in<§éégggég in an ivor alace,

surrounded by pleasures and luxuries.

The writer of I Kings summarizes him when he wrote, but there was none -
liken unto Ahab, who did sell himself tgo work wickedness in the sight of the

Lord, whom Jezebel, his wife - stirred up. I Kings 21-25.

The thixd character is the queen Jezebgl// Now she was the daughter of

EEEE§§1, king of the Zidonians. She was the gueen of Ahab, a“ worshipper of

g

Baal. She supported 450 prophets of Baal. I Kings 18:19. She killed all
<_'_..——————-—'—"’7

the prophets of God on whom she could lay her hands. I Kings 18:4~13.

Now Ahab, her husband, broke the 10th commandment. Deut. 17:18.
e

Now the queen brokethe 6th, the 8th, the 9th, and the 10th commandments.,
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Now the_i;g;gg,character in this story are two mendwho served as false

witnesses. The men of Belial., They were instruments in the hands o§ others.

They were guilty of being false witnesses and they were guilty of murder.

In fact, they broke the 6th and 9th commandments.

e

They cast the first stone

and they were not ministers of God - they were ministers of Satan.

The fifth character would be the corrupt poligi%ians/ The elders_and ngbles,
T = — -

Those who feared Jezebel more than they feared God. They were mén of theSlan

Who in the name of the law violated all the laws of God and man. They were in

defiance of the law - Ex. 23:2, 6. Deut. 16:19.

The sixth character was the prophet Elijahz- the Tishbite. He was a man of

righteous power. He listened to God's word and he proclaimed God's word and he

had a part in this story.

The seventh and final character is Gog/ God is portrayed here as a God
W

who watches over and sees the activi;ig; of men.
\..,——.«—‘__——7 ———

Here, he is pictured as a

God of anger and judgement. And a God of punishment - also one of mercy.

Now let me, at this point in our message tonight, take this moment to

As

we think about the man who was not for sale.

(ﬁéﬁéﬁﬁ)had a wvineyard - theQégiihf§555£j£:~ Naboth felt that he could not sell

it and he could not give it away. On the other hand, Ahab and thq(ééiiﬁEWere
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dggggg;ggg_to have the vineyard at any cost. But Naboth could not be bought
because he said he was not for sale. And this story is most interesting as
you look in the palace of Samaria ~ and you see lying on a bed a helpless,

dejected, moaning man. And you would ask your é;;é;;;ﬁ, éﬁ;ﬂ_happened to the

king? Has defgp7entered the palace halls? Some mg@hg;g,of his family passed
away? Has some Y§;7swept over his territory? Has something happened to bring

about the sadness in his heart?

Here is a king - oggig&gygggj;erritories - living in an ivory palace and

N
owning wide furtile plains. But there is one littlefpatch of §>pwned by

Naboth and he has resolved to have it but he cannot get it. Now is Naboth

being discourteous.

Remember this, the<§§£i~g£/2§rael did not belong to Ahab, nor did it belong

to Naboth - it was the(%zgpg;xy,o£~leheva§5 By the law of Moses, the owner of
/ ) —
that vineyard at Jezree as prohibited from parting with his inheritance. Even

in the case where death necessitat3§ the transfer of property, there was always

the condition that it could be Esggemed at any time by the original possessor,
and moreover - even without money redemption would take place on the arrival

of the jubilee year - when that arrived. And so the Lord forbid it to be given
away because it was a heritage. Therefore, beyond any compensation of all of
Ahab's gold - Naboth was a patriotic Israelite -~ he feared God. And this little
ancestoral plot of ground, he felt, was something that he must be loyal to God

who was greater than Ahab. There would be no bribs - he would refuse to be bought.

I must obey God rather than man.

And of course when Ahab realized this, he jumped into his chariot, drives

25 miles to Samaria, and is ingulted and gets in bed. And the tears begin to

roll down his cheeks. At that point the gets his ring, and causes a@

i
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to be written to the nobles of Jezreel. She PiEEEEEEE_ENEEEEJ Now this is high
treason, to acEE§S~§EESEE~S£aEl§§Bhgmy. She gets two evil men to be witnesses

~ two sons of Belial. And she bribes these witnesses - and so in the name of
religion she proclaims a fast. And Naboth is charged with a fi;:itioas—exime.
And all is summarized that vengenance will fall upon his head. He has b hemed

God and the king. Because the géggéigﬂa_xepxasen&atixe.gf¢Qod. And this was a

bold transgression. Immediately Naboth was gEgggd with stones. This innocent

man in cold blood was massacred.

It took éiégggwgust a few minutes to get down and claim the coveted vineyard.

He went down to tgke possession of it and of course his horse bear him on the

highway and soon stands right in the middle of the vineyard. And that's when the

prophet, the preacher E&EéiELSQE§%7 And this man of God, hast thou found me oh

mine enemy. I»hgyg_iggg@\gg%e, is the reply. Thou=hast sold thyself to work evil
in the sight of God. And he goes on to tell him that the wild do of the city
are going to make a banquet on the flesh of his son. And ;;wzglzéiythe chariot

of Ahab was washed in the fountain of §amaria and the dogs did lick his blood.

And of course the judgement upon the Ygggg,was something that was awful. Because
when they came to bury her: - there was nothing left more than the skull and the
feet and the palms of the hands. And this little story tells us to beware of
covetousness - that when God has some appointed lot it needs to be preserved.

This little story tells us to keep out of the way of temptations and unprincipal
unions and not sell yourself to work iniquity. Beware of sin that we will be

found out.

Now very pointedly and logically - let us look at the man who was not for

sale, Naboth.



I. HE LOVES GOD, AND HE LOVES GOD'S LAW

In V. (3] - We discover that Naboth loved God first. He was a man that
- l] yos-

sought first the kingdom of God and his righteousness - Matt. 6:33, tells us.
Rt b

Naboth loved the Lord God with all his heart, all his soul, all his

mind. Matt. 22:37.

Therefore, he could not sell out to the wicked king. The man who loved

B R

God supremely will not sell out to the devil and the devil's crowd.

A(éiiéﬁiEgggﬁigg a friend how to enter & harbor pointed out tyo lights

and said, when you get those two lights in direct line, you are in the_channe%
that will take you into the harbor. When man lines up so to speak, love-for

~, 23 — 1 K3 k3 - » . i~ . < N

Ged - love for his ne;gﬁgg;; he will be in line for entrance into the Kingdom

of Heaven.

Now Naboth had lined up his love for God, his love for man, and he was

heading for Heaven.

There were that st/og,‘*%in the way of selling his vineyard
— )

to Ahab. Because he had a love.

(p/g;rst, his(é%;zﬂggﬁggéj) Lev. 25:23.

~

Numbers 36:7,8, 9.



He knew about the laws of God. Ahab knew about them too. To Naboth
the law of God was a liziEE#ggglity. To Ahab, the king, it was just a
dead letter., To Naboth, no one's will was to be compared with God's will.

And to Ahab the king, God's will was really nothing to him.

p/Afhe second thing about his love at this point was that he¢ knew his duty

to his forefathers) He knew that he had a ngggsfigzﬂgg;g,to continue., Ever
since the vineyard was allotted to his first apcestor, that vineyard had been
in his family. It had been transmitted.through a long line to him. It has
been received and taken by aistruggle and it was his duty to transmit it in
tact to those who came after him. So he had a duty, for the fozsfgghgrs - and

a duty to those who were going to follow after him.

.~ In the third place, you must remember this had been the sight of Naboth's

<;&fme.) For generations this had been in the family - he had played here as a

boy. He had worked in this vineyatrd and when life was over - this sons should

inherit the vineyard. That was another reason for his love -~ that he was not

for sale. Love for God's law. And that brings me to the next thought.

1I. THIS MAN WAS NOT FOR SALE BECAUSE HE HAD LOVE FOR HIS LOVED ONES
e T ——— T

Naboth loved those people who lived before him - his father, his TEEESF’
his grandparents. And he loved those people that he lived with and he loved
m?ﬂ:
those who would follow him., And he wanted his heirs-to have this vineyard.

Everything about this drama convinces me that Naboth had a wonderful family.

It tells me that he loved them and that he would not rob them of this



beautiful fruitful vineyard. That one day he would pass on to them.

P

. : ind shall not. .
Lev _Eéﬂgg says the land shall he_saldwieﬁgver So he was not for

sale. He had love for God and he had love for his own loved ones.

III. HE WAS NOT GREEDY NOR COVETOUS
e

He was not for sale because if he had been a greedy man or a covetous man,
then he might have made some kind of a bargain with Ahab., But this he did not
et
do. Ahab said, give me thy vineyard. Now I will have it for a garden -~ for
A, " ) :
the éé%%%g%ecause it is near my-house. And then he goes on to say, I will give
you a bg;;exwxing1§§d than this one. Or I will give you one that is larger.

Or if that doesn't suit you, I will give you two or three times it's worth in

mgney and gold.

We have to remember that Ahab was the oqggg_gi_ygg;,terxi§7xy. He lived in

a palace of ivory but he was<é:§ satisfied. He wanted more and more and more.

Now Naboth was not for sale. And he was not greedy. And of course Ahab

felt that his wishes were being insulted and his dignity hurt.

But here is one big bold sign, beware of covetousness. Now Naboth could
have used his vineyard for greed. But he was not for sale. He would not sell

his soul for silver, or gold, or a trade, or for any earthly thing.
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There is the story of Q:Q;;;;;;M;;;;;\Q in the war who was dying-.on the

battlefield. He solicited water from an English officer. And when the English
officer bent over him to give this dying soldier a cup of cool water - the
e BY

soldier pointed a-pistol at the heart of that English officer and shot him.
Yes, the stories of grgeg and covetousness are countless. But Naboth, regardless
of the pressure put on him, was not for sale.

He was a tenant of this land. That this had been given to him and leased to

—_—

him. And was hig lot. And only an extreme necessity was it to be given up and

then in the jubilee year it would come back.

He knew thatig;}this vineyard was tggggdﬁgygzdtohAhib that it was sold to

the crown which would/never return;)o his heirs. Not even on the jubilee year.
Pt et = e
And so he felt that he must obey God rather than man., Now Ahab knew the law, or

he should have known it. But greed entered in at this point.

IV, TIHE MAN WHO WAS NOT FOR SALE WOULD NOT COMPROMISE WITH THE WHIMS OE_WICEEQEEQQ

One is foolish to giyg’b%gself to wickedness or these desires of the wicked.

The(££;£;;>are never satisfied. Ahab was not satisfied even though he owned vast

territories.

ame into his house heavy and displeased, because of the word which
Naboth had spoken to him. He said, ;/w{ll not give thee the inheritance of my
father's. And he layed down upon his—bed, turned away his face, and would eat

no bread.
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But in face of all of this, Naboth refused to compromise.
— - e

The , the , the @— and the( Lord's Day

destroyers _are never satisfied.
——.__..——””/

They will(bugéour vineyards unless we stand against the wicked sins. Like
— g%/

Naboth we must say "no'.

Some years ago ae of the slum conditions on skid row. After
S 7 Lo S ———

the filming of one of the algoholicg used in the film, was offered g $40,000

movie contract under the condition he sober up. He turned down the offer saying,

I don't want $40,000 -~ I don't want to make a come back. I just want to stay here
in the brewery and be 1§EE,EESEEL. I've got my little room and I lock myself in
with my h%&f_%i}iﬂi_ﬁf_ﬂiffv and I go on a bender, Now and then I can eat a can
of beef seup- Now and then I bum a day's work to get enough wine. I just want

to be left alone with my wine.

Now was not like this - he did not cw}j.se ~ and give way to the

whims of the wicked, But there are countless thousands today who will do this.

I think really(Naboth)sort of thought of this}q&:ﬁhly inhexi%éﬁee as

something of the earnestness of his lot in the Heavenly\ Canaan above. That

B SURUIRESIRYS g
!

in other words he was not going to giye,ap~his~£a%;h, his position, and his

inheritance on this earth and lose his inheritance above.
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V. HE WAS A MAN OF HIGH PRINCIPLE

This was another reason why he is was not for sale. The principle of the
thing meant more to Naboth than werldiyhomor. It meant more to him than

noney~— It meant more than the invitation to the royal ivory palace.
W

<§§>you realize that Naboth could have qggggﬂgngggd_prﬁe for his vineyard.

And the covetous Ahab would have Eﬁig/it'

You know there are who say, eyery man has a price. However, let

me be said that a man with ggglzwprinciples is not for sale.

we ok to go down into the laggzgi_ggxpt and go back many years
we would visit a young man by the name of who was a man that was not
for sale. I'11 not have part in this wicked thing he said. How can I do

this against God. When he was tempted.

Or today we might tgggggg;tﬁour minds to that great capitol city in
\ and there visit in the king's palace and interview some young men.
And one of the young men said, I will not eat the king's meat. I will not
drink the king's wine. I am a man who is not for sale. Isn't it marvelous
when you find somebody who is not for sale. A person with high principle

like Naboth is not for sale.

We need to have some high principles in this country and recognize again

that God has laws. Whenééiiiig%ﬁias‘g_gg;gny of England, Charles I proclaimed

— "

an edict - that all men should return to sports on Sunday. He required that
———

all the clergymen read the edict from the pulpit. Many of the clergy rebelled.
e e — -
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One minister did read the royal edict of sports from his pulpit. And
= ) :

the congregation giifgggzed - and he had a further edict to read that stated

remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. He added these further words -
<:=_——‘—-"“’7

brethren, I read to you an (edietafrom your king and a commandment from your

God I lefZEAEE—LQ\YQf which of the two you ought to obey.

Now we are not dealing with man-made edicts and Naboth knew that he was
dealing with the laws of God. And he was not going to be sold down the river

because he had high principles.

VI. HE WAS ?AITHFUL T SATH

This man was not for-sate. He was faithful until death.

AL<E;>— We read - then there came two men called children of Belial
and sat before hinm, witnessed against him in the presence of the people,
saying that he blasphemed God and the king. When they carried Naboth forth

out of the city, and stoned him with stones, and he died.
<

All forms of wickedness and wicked character are portrayed in this

drama.

géég_ﬂéﬁ_ﬂigked_and_meak. ezebgl was wicked and strong. The elders

of Israel, the two witnesses were wicked and were servants of wickedness.

However, Naboth was a man of strength and spiritual character.
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We see in him(é;égﬁydedicaggg_to the Loxd. We see in him a man who

in the book of Revelation 2:10 says, he is faithful unto death.
e R — e T

N

Now of course iQ_V.‘: ) if he had been willing to do as others me might
have kgg;,his_liieJ//gut he was determined to be faithful, unto death.

This is a M We stand amazed here at the wickedness of_the wicked.
—oooD HEre et the w >
And the power of Satan in the children of disobedience. Eeew3:16.  Somehow
there is mingled in our tears about this story - that here was a man committed

to the way of God, and yet he is put to death.

And the wicked rejoice that they have carried out this wrong thing against

}/,mﬁ/
/7
Andégg%ijf&ffMEE§§§SSi?37°f the vineyard for the murder of Naboth, the

elders of Samaria. He feels that he is eq&i;lgd_;g7;t and he comes down to

this man.

take it over. We see here what sin will do and the trade it made. He sold

himself to work with them in wickedness.

He made himself a perfect glavein hi wn lust. He was a servant of

sin and of course he was going to take the wages of it. Rom. 6:23.

Ahab voluntarily sold himself to sin. It was his chojce. It was his own

act - his own deed, that he submitted to the dominion of sin. And he really had

no excuse for his sin. He had no one to blame but himself.
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I hope we are %EEE_EEEighE to make a(gg;;;;;£> that as the local

2

Senate had judged him guilty - thex/had/gét him on high and then put him

/
to death, on\iéfélse c@g;gg;}>6;r text indicates that they informed the
king of the manner of Naboth's-deaths I don't think the king was too much

interested in that but they welcomed the tidings and rose up on that very

day to go down in his ¢ - to the place of Jezreel. And

when he reached the vineydrd - there was that new possession.

But suddenly there stands before him one of the ﬁféiigié of God.
: . t
Now he has been startled before by this man of God who predicted a drought.
Ahab knew him. And he knew that here was a man of God. Ahab who had
killed and taken possession - and acted as though there were no God in Heaven.
And here is Elijah - and he looks upon him as a personal enemy. As though

he has found him in some wicked sin.

ies to make this a personal com;xo,v%ay as he directs
T R Ml

at Elijah. I have found, not thee, because thou has sold thyself to work evil.

What the(proéhg%ihad spoken wag not the outcome of personal eminity.

Nor was it the result of some sudden tewptation. It was not a rash moment
in the life of the king. It was the whole direction of life which the king

had deliberately chosen to follow.

N
Y
5,

There were... He sold himself as a slave. Rgm/.l:—}al.\.
—_—

He had no longer freedom of action - he was now giving way to the master

Satan. Consciously to do evil in the sight of God. We ought to remember.

The se.gg;\Ld/thing to remember is that the of the heart went straight
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to Ahab. He could no longer disgu:i‘.;e the truth for himself. He no longer
thought about the personal feelings he had for the prophet. Why, it was

against Jehovah that he had sinned. And before Jehovah he humbled himself.

As a mourner, he reqt his clothes —-\é%‘iﬂto God, that he is_heart.
He had a load of grief and a 1oéd of sin. But here was the eyes of the living

God. Who had watched this criminal act take place, before his very eyes.

And you just can't help recount his story time and time again - and come

out with the same answer, @cam a ,MLMW&%- The

J

sWﬁb%brought the Honest Naboth to his death. The greed for gain.

The deeds of darkness. Just like a serpent.

e

Well, as Vsays, he was about to make success and possess the vineyard
~ and it was nothing to him that Naboth had died. Or that he had been a faithful

man of God. But he wanted to get that possession by hook or crook.

What better way is it tomight to @ those of the drink dealers.

Those that peddle alcoholic beverages - from the State on down. Their craft

and cunning is to bring multitudes to W. That they might get

the possession of their money. They want to buy their little vine ds.

This is the same thing with the and the drug pushers, out

in the world. The only thing they are interested in is not the righteousness

of the young people or the others., But it is that they might get from them

their little vineyard - their money. Their soul - get them hooked.

——

T@ (V._17-18) is that the Lor% had been an eye

wity%mlmmigy, The forgotten factor in the schemes of worldly men.



-16-

It is that here is God looking on in the Egcret chamber that has never

been built, that would cut—ewt—Ged. GCod is not in their thoughts.
et

But here was the stern command, go down, megggégab, speak to him - you
have been a killer and you have taken possession. ///ﬂu\\\he says in this

place where the dogs lick the blood of Nahoth. Shall dogs lick thy blood,

thine alone, even thine. Now this was g§£§££i§l§_3§§§§g§j§hat Elijah got from
God Almighty. And God's love is that by no means he is going to permit this

kind of thing. And I'1ll tell you the prophet might have perferred to take

some more gracious message to the king. He would have liked to toned it down.

And not given such a solemn warning. But the prophet didn't want to be a

traitor of God. Be a deceiver of souls. V. 20-27.

;

And I tell you there was a startlingM§£;;;;:;5when Ahab said to Elijah

- hast thou found me, oh my enemy. V'(£§:> The messenger of God found Ahsab.
\
The handwriting on the-wall — like Belshazzar was a sudden surprise. Right

e

in the inner secret - Luke 12:20. Be sure your sins will find you out.

But why was the prophet of God his enemy. The prophet of God. Well,
because he was living with emnity to God. Was Elijah his enemy because<j~:f>_,l‘£i_—fl
kim the truth..-Gal,. 4367 If the sinner is not found by the servant of God

- he will not be found by God himself.

0ld Elijah gave him a straight apswer - I have found you. You sold yourself

to work evil. The Devil has you - you have sold out. You have been for sale.

Like every other sinner.

And then he went on V., 21, 24 - to give him the prospect that the dogs would

lick his blood. A dismal outlook for a wealthy royal sinner. With what measure



-17-

ye meet - it shall be measured out to you. All the workers of iniquity ought
R - —————

to fear the future and ought to fear judgement.

This tells us that there maybé:££§§2when wicked people seem to prosper.
And they may seem to prosper for a_;gggmp%ge. But the dgy is going to éome
when they will be like(?éi%%}and they will tremble. Their hearts are unhumble,
unchanged, and they hate the faithful prophet. And they will not repent. They

will not change their hearts.

Now the wicked shall (not be unpuq;sheég) Prov. 11221, <;£;£2ygnt down to

battle with Jehoshaphat against Syria to recover - against death, he put off

his royal robes and went to battle disguised as a private soldier. And there

—

is no disguise which can hide the sinner, from God and his judgement. A random

shot arrow - mortally wounded Ahab, The unknown soldier who wounded him was

the bowman of God's divine retribution.

Ahaziah, Ahab's son, and Joram met violent death. What about the é%;;i;b

Eleven years after the death of Ahab, the king, Jehu had her thrown down from
v oo

her tower in Jezreel - and drove over her body with a chariot. Her blood

L

spattered the horses and the wall. Later Jehu gave instructions that she
be buried. But they found that the dogs had left nothing of her, but the SEE}}i///P
the feet, and the Rglgg}pf her hands. 2 Kings 9:7, 30:37.

I plead with you, do not sell yourself to evil. Do not be a man for sale.

Naboth was a man who was not for sale.

L@wnd?
I read a sad story of<g/;;£§§)who gave a patient thé:¥;ggg,i9§§,gf~m§§iﬁigfi>



