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THE MEN WHO MINISTER

Acts 6:1-7

INTRODUCTION:

It was out of the little troubles in the church, that the need for Deacons first
e e ——————

arose., The office of Deacon was@unknowﬁfﬁuring the ministry and life of Christ.

Jesus' strategy for handling problems which arose in the church, is found in(fatt. 18:;5;)

tH
7 If thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee
v
and him alone. If he shall hear thee, thou hast gained a brother. But if he will not

hear thee, take it to two or three more, in the mouth of two or three witnesses every
word shall be established. If he neglect to hear that, then tell the church. If he will

£
not hear the church, then =he shall be unto thee as a heathen.

It was from the New Testament church from the book of Acts that the need arose for
e e

—
Deacons. (Jesugfhad risen from the dead and returned to his Father. He had left the

infant church in a hostile world. Almost immediately after Christ ascended, the church

was beset by«%}ﬁtle problems. Meeting places had to be selected. A new Apostle had to
£

be elected to fill the place of Judas. And there were other problems that were not all

spelled out in the New Testament.

The 0515111 of the church, the oripinal clesia occurs -ﬂw’e;; in

atthew <2’s)times in_Agts,@ times in Paul’ s letters,- in Hebrews, 6::§ in James,

andi:iglmes in the Fpistle of John, and(ZEZE;mps in the book of Revelation. Jesus did

——

not coin this word. He found it in common use as John the Baptist, baptized and employed

what was at hand.

Among theléégéﬁé; ecclesia was the assembly of the citizens of a free state,
— 7£—— - —

gathered by the blowing of a horn through the strﬁpts of a town. In this sense, the word
et
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in the NMew Testament, Acts 19:39, is used. The town clerk advised Demetrius and his
.—7-—-—-—7

fellow craftsmen to submit their case to the Greek FEcclesia.
p—V — ~——

= Mow thE‘H:EhIe“’a- thought of it as a congregation of Israel. A symbol before the

tabernacle in the wilge_mess. By the blowing of a silver trumpet. In this sense the
- . 7

word is used in Acts 7:38 and Hebrews 22132.

(:feghganehearsing the history of Israel, says Christ was in_the ecclesia in the
= - L=t
wilderness. And the writers of Hebrews quotes the Psalm by David where in a sense he

A

was in the congregation. Psalm 22:20, (Is-i:ae? in the land of Canaan is neyer called a

church. But with the Greeks and the Jews, the word denotes an assembly of people. Not
o — R

of a committee or a council.

/e

. i
Therefore, the Christians conveved the same genera_lﬁ— called out and in

i "
addition, collected unto Christ. And there were @geueral uses of this word - the

— g

’ = E
Greek the Hebrew, and the Christian. So the ({ use/_a_l_g_g jads. First,
an Qistitutiomarticular congregatioxﬂl:i third, the éedeemed of all time)

For centuries ccm%r‘_fgum raged about the meaning of church in the New Testament.
: —— B m——
Many Christians were@ zzjr)on the subject. There were those who followed certain

traditions.@ then occurred about 114 times in the New Testament, and 102 times

it has a Christian s¥ignificance, as to the classification in Acts 9:31 is listed as

local - meaning the Jerusalem church. Which had been scatter abroad by the persecution

of Saul. So the classification wf Christian useage flrst, a.n(;nstitutionj
25 =

14 times. Second, a roal congregatiozg- ),tfimes. And third, éll the redeemed}-

2 times.
=

TI. AN INSTITUTION - Matt. 16:18
— Comgea #“ —
i Upon which rock I shall build my church. esus)never built but one thing after he
— . — i - S — p— N 3

—
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quit the céﬁ&%&%ﬁf SE&E.in Nazareth. That was his church.: The emphatic woré/:ggziij

—

distinguishes Christ's church and Hebrew assemblies.

N Andsughladieg;ix&é;as universal, invisible, spiritual, Catholic are!human te;mgﬁY

and adjectives that have been used and were not inspired of Christ. This divine

institution(gégzzggbin a very important sense upon man confessing. Now merely upon

alone as held by some

the man Peter; as held by the Romans, nor upon the confess

protestants. But upon the man who confessed the(essentidl diety of

This confession was an exercise of the heart rather than of the intellect. With
A
the heart man believeth unto righteousness, with the mouth_gggﬁg§§iﬂn_isﬁg§gg unto
—_—-—-_"_—_‘—_7' 4
#

salvation. We confess Christ, we profess a religion. Peter did not merely intellectually

understand Christ but what Peter did and what he said was that flesh and blood did net

reveal it unto thee. But my father who is in Heaven was Jesus' way of saying that

divine power worked on Peter enabling him to make a good confession. No man can say

Jesus is Lord but by the Holy Spirit. I Cor. 12:3.

™ Now the_EE::E:)ig an institution has always been cqmposed of frail human material

—_—

like Peter. Who by the Holy Spirit acknowledged Jesus. To this institution and its
N =

representatives was committed th e)the terms or conditions on which

- il
>
God would forgive sifis. So the power [that was conferred upon Peter was conferred upon

the ten Apostles. John 20:23. And &ﬁgh the whole church. Matt. 18:18.

-had in mind an institution as he said, tell it to the church. If he will
7

not hear the church. Matt. 1B:17. It is like the Presidency of the United States,

we've had many Presidents but only one Presidency.

The Jof a building was used for the church as an institution. Why is the

church, as anfinstitution, takes concrete shape, in the local congregation and community.
—_-_-_——-—
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A éu’ildin%‘)ls never called a local church in the New Testament. Though such usage is
; -

in current use. Looking at the institution figure, and the buildings - the fundamentals

of this. Christ is_ﬁug'w@r. It is designed for Kingdom purposes. S

he is the architect. Ile specifies the material that goes in the building. @ he

is the bui;$; - he selects the materials and fits them together. , he is the

’f;_o%_ Other foundation can no man lay. ‘ he is the g@;; church the
title ownership. - he is the occuuag‘t;' He occupies the building by the Foly

Spirit.

—

@ of an organism was used for the church as an institution. Therefore,
- - e — - v =

Christ #s the head. Wis rulership was exercised in the Holy Spirit. The church is
/

Christ's body. That body is vital. Christ is also the head over all things in the

church. He exercises power. And the church expresses the fullness of Christ through
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II. A PARTICULAR CONGREGATION
e — = 7

. Thi.uﬁ._@:wj%;g,use in the New Testament. It means regenerated persons in a

locality - unite themselvesffvoluntarilyjunder Christ's laws and membership in the church

is hereditagfr like members'h_ip in_a family. Or a state. It is optional.

L The earliest:churches met in PE%E§§§§§§§§§' The Lord's Supper was observed in
these churches. Acts. 2:46. The primitive church met in the home of Mag Acts. 12:12.

In the house of James. Acts 21:18. Peter sent salutat,:’i_g_ns to three house churches.

Rom. 16:5. Many a church in modern time has begun in a private dwelling. The First
ua—7—7 -

Baptist Church of(Righmond»was constituted in 1780 with 14 members who met in the house
- L) I ol
of one - Franklin.

———



IIT. QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHTP
e ——

In the churches of the New Testament - they were well_@gfined‘.)

L of the town could participate in theg Gzéek)assembly. The megbers

e

must first be (free erequiremnts and qualifications in the
P————
membership of the ion. The Proselytes must first be circumcised.

———
S

Now a h requires faith. And baptism in order for membership. It
. - _— ——

has been stated as faith baptism.

Now evegégc}:@;_g_rder) has its own initiation and its own invitation. UNow this is

not to say they do not esteem and love the other orders. Members of one lodge may pass

to other similar lodges without any new initiation.

Mow with C}wﬁ.st:ians)k we go from one church to another.

P ——e
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IV. THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT
These loggl con;regat%%ns — one church having authority over another church. Or
-— — _—_— —

one man or a group of men exercising over another group. Or one territory serving
- * 7

other churches ig foreign™to the New Testament.

Those nearest Christ's interpretation is that the authorities and the membership

of the church as we witness Mathias by the 120 —(Acts- 1:15-27%

The choosing of the 12 by the multitude of the disciples. @

as a committee from the church which was in Jerusalem -




— Second, it was a

Acts 11:22.
h—-——'-'-’

by the church at Antioch - Acts 13:13.

The sending of Paul and Barnabas concerning the controversary at Antioch - Acts 15:3.

The setting apart of

All of these are abundant proofs of the congregational control and exercise
—

in their own affairs and discipline.

From these Scriptures it is evident that a particular assembly was self-goverping.
=S, e - -
had safe-guarded his churches against peril, the form of government that would

obligate them in any other way. The(iocal)church is fundamental in the Gospel - a clear

understanding of the Cospel church is so important that we need to have the proper view.

That it is‘aqiégéggzzza\bodz of believers, baptized with equal tﬁnk and privileges, to
administer the affairs under the headship of Christ. They are Qin belief, in what

they teach, they have coveted together, they co-operate together in Kingdom movements.

—_—

It will be good 1if we coul@omething about the church further.
Ciﬂg}might talk about it as anioéggnigedibodx. A church is éog a %gb, nor a_EgggEgeeting

- it is more than a congregation. )ﬁohn the Baptis€7brggshed to multitudes. Many of them

followed his teaching but they were not a church - they were unorganized. ZEesus;began the

first Christian church, with two of John's disciples. He gathered o;hezé/;;d he worked

this material into an organization and he filled it with power on Pentecost.

Thus the course of missions alanted the Gospel everywhere - he counted his

work complete. He had organized a hurcgj\brdained a pastor, and they began to xeach out

in their own group.

Baptism means baptism. It is trans-
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lated in this way. The degcription and the administration of this ordinance emphasizes
that it is of the believer. Those who have exercised saving faith in Jesus Christ.
qEEE_EEE_EéELiit_dEmaﬁﬁgd a change of heart before he would baptize those that came to

him, Gﬁgggacommanded that discipling should preceed baptism. Those who gladly received
7

his word were baptized by Peter and the others.

-

Phillip first led theﬂ%:;zs;;believe before he baptized them. Paul's converts

even in the household were described as believers.

e 4 -
dictators - bu# for leaderstidp. Yot to be Lord over somebody. And a man's character

for this service gives him the competence of his brethren. C:Eghas no more influence

than anybody else in the New Testament church. His power with his fellow members is

not officially ahead of even the Pastor, who the Holy Spirit makes the overseer. Cannot

exclude the least significant member. As a member of the church, we are, according to

the ministry, as one.

Therefore, we are equal - only in the Gospel church is this true.

e 5 L
no cigi;_gggggnmgntigrants equal)rights, to the o%ﬂl the yg;§§) the E%Eg’ the gggy,

-
the male, the female as does :i.n our church: Iever member to a
—_— —:::E’ ; E < - y

voice and to a vote., Hence we seek a gdeZdemocracy and this seems to be the only one

in the world today. Of course these privileges bring to us some resgonsibilities. And

But this @

dy/administers itg own aff,

—— €1 S under the h

o : —-EE&\ eadshi E

Vs this church| ip f¢g authority ig 1im{ iy

That ig

ted i
ed in determipigthe temoral affatrs
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only as is controlled by Christ. Christ is the law maker - he is the head over all

things.

In the next place, this body of what Christ has taught

- that means in common faith. The( faith}cW_ﬂJ_mwints. We have

embraced this — this is the doctrine that we work upon. That Jesus Christ is the

Saviour, He was Cod's man - made an atonement for sin. And the office and the work

of the Holy Spirit has not sent the power and the sinners repent toward God and faith

in the Lord Jesus Christ.

It then goes that a member who is a part of this body cannot reputiate these

doctrines or stiffle his conscience.cwungeﬂ:ﬂﬂmt they be agreed.

So he has coveted and is under the Lord's command to go - evangelize - baptize - and

to make disciples of all nations. He is to take this commission to heart.

Therefore th@is thought of as the- uses it as an-
pregation,jand finally as all t%e'redeemed of all gimesi But ye are to

cow_sw_i_oq, the city of the living Cod, the Heavenly Jerusalem and to the general
i e ————y

Asa

church of the first born who are enrolled in Heaven. Hebrews 12:22. f];om Adam

to Christ who were saved by faith ip a coming Messiah will be members of this church in

glory. from the days of John the Baﬁ%gt - the second coming of Christ, are saved

by fai¥th

di;cj_in___gﬁﬁ%. and all who lack the mental cagaﬁitz are saved by the merits of Christ's

death will be saved and will be members in the church of glory. @Mwﬂl have

And will members of the church of glory. (All)who have

no officers, nwdinances, nf/organizations. And the conditions of membership are

regeneration, sanctification, and glorification., It is future as distinguished from
e — T TR——— —_—

e e —

the present church. In the institution and the local functions.

The church 1is to be t7f:he 1@;_‘?’__mie§- the marr:

of time. When Christ's redeemed work is finished. When all enemies are put under his
\ —gp——2 — —

age will gke place at the end
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feet. When de.a.l'.h_is_sm;d - when the bodies of the saints are raised, and then
the glorious cl_mrgh and the beautiful bri%e - not_having spot or wrinkle. But holy

and without blemis} will be presented to Jesus the groom. TFph. 5:27. So the church

as an institution will merge into the church of glory. And that is in the future.
ClLu -

How far away that is we do not know. But it looks and o be very., very close.

- But we are waitingw on that, r.n.ust be bus; about carrging on the business
that is left with us.
: e

I began by pointing out tonight that there w that had come forth in

the church. And now that we have the meaning of the church - there was the development

of the gffice ofi Deaggn! There were low murmurs heard that were going on in theGeTJ;)

during the business meeting. And it seriously J the fellowship of the church. Some

of the ere complaining about the unfair treatment. And they resented with a

——

firm prejudice even the church dinners. The widows could come to the love feas ‘buffetJ

and if she was a(good Hebrew <) greeting

and so she got a smaller portion. And so the Greek speaking widows began t _complain

%f/ and it was at this time,-Acgts 2:6, 2, and 4 - it is not by reason that we should leave

é’i l’kthe word of God and serve table. Wherefore brethren, look ye out from among yo@

men of honest report. The Apostles were thus able to get out of the pantry and into the

study.

however that the Degcons were electg'd merely

) op to take care of all the( grumblinél in the church. Their

E

ommittee

election by the cﬁurch was fag more than this. As is can be seen by the activities of

these men.

z‘ashash line ?or something like that.

We should not connect this with
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There were‘deeper ministries }-should we leave the implication that small

problems in the church should be(igng;gcp On the contrary. They must be dealt with

while they are small problems. The grumbling of old yomen who had too much lejsure
| P

time on their hands were endangering the warmth and fellowship.

The problem,)small enough however, that there were some men who were capable of
— e 7 ———— R sl

taking care of it,

Thef Deacon is a hich office. And we look upon the Deacon, the S%Q_,
the)‘f%d;g; as ju trouble—shooter or a paétgral sg; or one who spend a little

energy in the kingdom. They are but for help. Sometimes people
seem to think that these laymen areo do battle with the pastor - rather than

work for the pastor. And quite ’ people poke fun at these laymen. And they take

jabs at them, But I think every unkind thing that they can say about them - there are

a thousand bless that we can give them and we can praise God for the rank and file
of those ,ﬁien?whg inot wind up with their pictures having numbeEE under them.’ There

are lots of these fine men who have (Spareddthe church of many a miagrain and they have

brought harmony. And some of them have been very faithful and they have tried to take

care and wait upon the tables.

~ I_believe their job is to assist in the church. The church organized and functioning

byé;gr. House!)and Thompson. ”Thgy_js&t in preaching the Gospel in the body of Christ
—__,.n—’J_‘ £
= tw. The first helpers, deacons waited on tables, and made decisions

regarding the distribution of food. Deacons are not the rulers of the church - rather

they are called to minister. The word Deacon is derived from a Greek word which meant

one who is a waiter on the tables. And thus the word came to mean servant in the New

e —

s
Testament. Simply the task to help with the Pastorial duties.

There are a@ of’@}:hese laymen help in the chulj_gl;x. They help to conduct

wcffﬂp, encw’wgship, admizéker ordina%ces, in the p_rLé‘a'ching Eograma in

— 7
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witnessing, in visitation, in acts of giving, in maintaining Chr%ggigg_fel;gfghip, in
supporting the Christian program of the church. So this is a fine definition of a Deacon.

And he is ordained just as a pastor.

The phrase "assist the pastor' - is really the total service. They are to lighten
= ————
the load.
= —
= Thef almost has an(énbelieveable schedule) Little of his time can really be
-ﬂm .
his own. He is the(:i;;i%;bf a heavy calendar. Councié;gg appointments, his whole
must be ]___i_ved under the cl;urch. And of the community. And there is@_ua; that

the Pastor gan escape the almost endless criticism which always comes his way. Someone
—_— ——

——

wrote a little article on that -

(jfisaidf—
Y
If he is too young, he lacks experience
If his hair is gray, he is too old
If he has 5 or 6 children, he has too many
n_L 3
If he has none, he is setting a bad example
If his wife sings in the choir, she is being too forward
If she doesn't she lacks interest in her husband's work
ES—

If he speaks from notes, he has canned sermons and is dry

If he is exterporaneous, he is not very deep

If he spends too much time in the study, he neglects the people

If he visits, he is called a gad-about

If he is attentive to the poor, he is playing to the grandstand

If to the wealthy, he is an aristocrat

If he suggests improvements in the church, he is a dictator
-——-—'-'7"

If he makes no suggestions, he is just a figure head

If he condemns wrong, he is cranky
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If he does not, he is a compromiser
If he preaches an hour, he is windy
If he preaches less, he is lazy

If he preaches truth, he is offensive

If he does not, he is a hypocrite

1f he fails to please everybody, he is hurting the church

If he does please everybody, he has no convictions.

Well, this thing goes on ——
&

If he receives a large salary, he is mercenary
1f a small salary, it proves he is not worth much
If he preaches all the time, the people get tired of hearing one man

Tf he invites a guest speaker, he is shirking his responsibility

s So they say, a preacher has an easy tjﬂ; S j"“—'J %% ; M
1 /?14»91/4/& MAM%MD i 1,7 ,(»7k_

\\"‘ / Waﬂg/ ;&m, o d 2
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But when such cywi\%g_, and they frequently do, a good—sen.sity_eéL_Mt;on

cw_, 1ift him out of that cellar. hat your preacher expects to be

petted because most preachers have to have a tough skin even as a Marine, But we do
GGl

appreciate people who pray for us. And we lay hands upon these Deacons tonigﬁt,

we are commissioning them as a Pastor‘,ﬁéssistant. That is all the credentialsyou

need to share in bearing your Pastor's burden and to take up the important ministry

in your church.

Now we have over worked the Scripture - that a Deacon should be to teach

- and it is good to have Deacons who can teach. But there are some men who cannot

speak and cannot make good sermons. But they know how to talk in the spirit of God at
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the altar.

Z 1/
( Dg. Stor{fﬁonce said, "But I should like to testify after 20 years in one large
__.—_,_7

church. My Deacons have h%of ‘trouble 100 times for every omne that they
made for me. And today, he says, I would gladly 126f.-my life and my future infthe hands
N

of the noble men who serve as Deacons in my church He was pastor in Tulsa,

I think mgst EQEEOIﬁ would make the sgme sort of testimony. TFew events or items

which are debated in Deacons meetings will be remembered outside. But on nearly all
occasioms there will be prayer. And his job is not one that we despise, but we desire.

To use for God's glory.

We have the election of@icola%—now he was a(bad Deg oD In all
probability he was thought to be the father of the terri e in the early church.
Called Nicolaitanism - and that was a cogroy_ﬂig%g doctriEg that John attack in Revelation.

——— B v e
They taught that good faith was a of Chr nity and paganism Jand they allowed
the eating of meats offered to pagan idols. And they were broad o ty. In fact,

they already practiced the "new morality" that we know about today.

—— A

Now theis still not free from the menace of the Nicolaitans - doctrinely
. ~

upstable men still sometimes get offices and jobs in our church. And there is perhaps
X 7

often sometimes the enducement by some to lay their hands on rather than inspect the
’__—-'—-_'-I

EEEE;. That part is forgotten.
———

Butfor those who are called and proven true. Such a hillip
an Acts 6:5 - who are mentioned. Phillip witnessed by predaching the Gospel,

by practicing personal evangelism for the sake of just an Ethopian.
t—_'__——
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finer way to say I believe in Christ, than as he did when the stones were falling
o V4

upon him, He might have begged for mercy, now this man witnessed. He died for

Christ.

not have to die. It was because of hisécopgulsé%n)to witness that he martyred himself.

I think every Deacon, every-layman in the church ought to be possessed with this
eIy “eacon, __1277,
compulsi . None other ever to have {{no//Layme

(cohersed into the churches' visitation program, into the prayer life of the church,
- W, e E——

into the worshipping, co-operating, Bible teaching. The true layman ought to feel that
— —_— 7

—

he has to witness whatever the cost to the schedule of his social life, or his physical

e

well-being.

Service for Christ is;alwa s the way of pers omfort. Stephen found

this out. And certainly it should say to every leader here - that you are going to

be a martyr to Christ, faithful to this office, that it does not bring you fame or
= " R—

fortune, to the man who wears it.

T is|ﬁot?just a position of prestige in the church. It is not an office that

sells itself in that way. But every man should prepare himself to sacrifice.

_— _
Lord Brycé}tells about Professor Macey of the University. MHe stayed some months

in his household, at the University. There were ng servants except the cook who was

on a part-time basis and the y.ord Brgé;_)on the ground of experience

4
in Bri?lsg where there were COQEEEZ_DEEE? and they had many servants, so about the

7
/

Macey house he thought there was,sgmeone to shine his shoes if he left them outside

the door at night. Thtook the shoes each night and shined them himself.

As a

And his distinguished guest never realized that his host had been his wvalet.

you are to serve Christ - who once himself washed feet, For your Lord, for your
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church, for your Pastor - there is no task that Christ will ask of you which is
beneath your dignity. Remember for Jesus' sake - John 13316 - the servant is
not greater than his Lord. UNeither he that is sent, greater, than he that sent

him.

Sam Shumaker jspoke when he said some of us are like other hing people play

a game. We are not down on the fiéld running and sweating - we are comfortable. It

-—

is like a T. V. show - others participate and we just watch.

He went on to challenge men to(éarticiéate!and not just We spectators) And I

N,
think this is what we need today. It is to have the women give their
attention t h. h h. B ‘e the church and give
ntion to the ghgic And the yout ut ﬂ::%.gfgrcan Love ure g

himself to it — then I don't think he ought to push it off on his wife. God has

committed him with talents to work in business, and politics, and sports. And so he
B

needs to excell in the will of God.
W 'éfé;EAﬂ/’”nr mWWW%@"’M&m@
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And it’is great tonight as I look down upon these nen before us, who are
n——__w

accepting the depth of this committment and what is represented in your lives. I
———

believe that the women and the youth will follow and will co-operate, and will work

shoulder to shoulder in this great task. In leading our church to be the kind of
\ -

church that Jesus meant it to be.




