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that religion had not done any good. About that time,
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ask, you shall receive in believing.

This was synbolic or prophetic in its'anplication
relative to the Jewish nation and the churcg. Literary
shows that our law, given by it, is easily read between

the lines, as if being meaningiess.

Several days before, Jesus has talked about a
parable left to prophesy in Luke 13: 1-9. He continues
to unfold, in'a prophetic ﬁay, the truth of devine
judgment.' For three years I.have been seeking fruif
from the tree of Israel and it has not produced. Thére-

fore, let it be cut down.

This was judgment on a spiritually fruitless priest-

hood, and people by the judgment, has not yet become 3
ripe. ‘Therefore, he had given them more time to bear
fruit. But standing around this morning, he.spotted it,

out " in the doom of ‘the fruitless fig tree. It needed no
words to carry home the sad conelusion. The year of
grace had passed. 'This was a-symbol of the nation's
doom. ' They knew how to reaa his mind through symbolic

actions, Luke 19: j1

lloreover, this incident was followed

by the parable of the

a vineyarde

awful.,.
tree of the church of the Jewish people. He not only
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rleked men who were in charge of
Those who had the privilﬁdge of keeping
God's vineyard had abused and mistreated the messenger

sent to them. Therefore, judgment was plain and most

Three years he had sought fruit on this fair

sought, but expected it. It was a reasonable expectation,

This constituted the merey in the law of the prophets,

the sacrifices, and theé ceremonies of his coming.

Nevertheless, it failed. When he came to the temple,
he was rejected. The tree, full of leavés, proved itself

to the searching eye

So 'stands Israel, age after age, as a dead and
fruitless religion, and wherever men look for peace,

consolation, and faith, it is nevermore here.

Jesus had spent the night out in the eountry, and
being hungry, he went down to gather figs to eat. But

So he said, "Let no fruit

.

he found nothing but leaves.

grow on these trees, forevermore,"
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made. The sin is.4n breskd

an unwholesome: drugery. The cross looses itt ' :
prayer looses its m,"the word of God geasé‘e@’ﬁz'g'

ship has becone a hateful task'and the owner 3

to wear it  Before &emmm%ﬁ%m ‘ 5

but underneath, it is utterly barren. :~=513"-""~'f1~‘f\ '{5'-;;,

Jesus told about D’ivzs, swho went to hell. &aA far

as the re_.c@d goes, he ‘aid not steal or cheat, but he 3

failed to ma:Lp the ‘poor ‘man ‘at his gate. N

~He 4old avout ‘the rich fariier who lost his soul. =

He worked hard, but failed to usé the fruits of labor |
for any worthwhile serwice. = ' [\ 4o G0

-~ The priest and the Levite did mot rob or bBeat the

man who was wounded; théy just passed him bye o b



