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over to the’ p.tano and played one of the rlch man's com-

At first he could not remember the music, but

S

Finally the guest arose to

+ —

positions.
s b baowdr g

at last it came back to him.

go. Mr. Smedley expressed his delight with his company

and asked, "Who are you", And the guest answered, "I am

This story

illustrates the truth brought: out by the paigwwd.

the man you might have been", and diggp_gqgreq-.

Those who neglect Christ on their journey from the cradle

dreamed, But they are not given the opportunity to go

back and make ammends. They that pass this golden

ogporﬁmﬁty lose ite

-'

TR Had Tn.me to Jo:.n His Enemies. A

'l‘here was no t:.me for Jesus but ‘there was time to
S——:

A Ewr—

blaspheme him, %o speak evil or against Jesus,. This, in
the eyes of God is worthy of death, They used -their

tongues against him. They insult the Savior of the world.

IIT, Thes Were Guilg of Belit‘bliné Truth Which¢

‘I'ng Did Not Understande
These people passing by said, you who would tear down

the temple and build-another in three  days, save thyself.
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We wou d like to fix in m.nd the passing crowd and get

») e %uw*w <3 Mw, ‘i!: Vel aeos

a scene of Jesus on the cross near one of the most important

A cmu,‘ , Mess - vdg v.«ct b = Ft virs PR P g

highways. “we could s;ymboli Jthe group as typical of,

wil Loyl WA A Vi /3, T8 G"}*‘rz, R 308 Z_(,\AA/{//\(W
‘the vast throng of people T 1hs eaf‘th ﬁod and let them

Yoedad
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] get a glilpse of the dying Christ. they could travel ~
|
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the same way and consider this most mport.ant matter,

They represent people of (all a;geipnd of all times, We

‘ receive many impressions from these people.

| I. First, Their Opportuni 39

They that proceed near Calvary faced thelmos

fact in all history.
this event took place, but they were close ﬁo the spc;t

N
t dramatic-

They were not _only in Jerusalem when

where it happened, Many of them gct W _Christ ha

from the nails. Their

L

They could have touched him,

opportunity was breath-taking.

They could have known theéacts first-han dg There

wa the mother of Jesus, near the corss. What a story

*

she could have told them of his strange birth, his perfect
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boyhood, of the youth who was different and of the angel
voices speaking to her, But they did not have time to

listen, They had more important things to attend to, “Heey

They passed by without even stopping to converse with Mary.

Tha® was also(J 6h1i\)at the cross., He had heard Jesus

teach in parables. He knew him as few other people dide

What a story of glory, l:ove and compassion. But they did
=) P e P
not have time for John, They were too busy to listen to

his thrilling testimony.

There was- in Jerusalem and they could have

asked Pilate about it because he declared that the victim

was innocent and he washed his hanc_is as a declaration of

such, He would have told them of his wife's dream con-

cerning this innocent man, but they:did not have time to

story.-

.

There was the{ penitent thief' _Certainly he would

have been‘winéi_ng to turn aside long enough to tell them

how faith broke upon his soul, He could have told how

joy came in when he requested Jesus to remember him,

3o,
But they:were more interested in other things and they

passed by without giwing this man a chance to speak with

them,

Had this great crowd of people been interested they

could have stopped in Jerusalem a while and been there on

s

the day of thﬂesurrection They could have afforded

lodging in Jerusalem to see whether or not this strange
prophesy would be fulfilled, But they pressed alongside

too busy to stop.
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I read an illustration intitled,p\_ "Mr, Smedlz's Gusst!'/

He was a wealthy man who had given his life to the

accumulation of the world's goods. One evening he sat

dozing in his chair, Suddently awakened by the presence
of an un-invited buest, iir. Smedley did not first appreciate

the guest, but his conversation was so delightful that soon

, he was glad the stranger had come. And he reminded the

r_igg ‘man. of the many things he had dreamed of doigg_. He
spoke of "a"ﬁook" hat had been favorable and which had

received wide acclaim, The rich man said that he had never

el e

written a book, but the guest gave such a fine deseription

.of it that he remembered it in full. Then the stranger went
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excempt’j@anfﬁanj;ng__ This is the old idea that if a

man's profession of faith in God is genuine, and God really

loves him, that God will deliver him out of all dangers.

We have the age old illusitration o@ However, if God
worked in this way then Jesus would never have been per-

mitted to die,

Closely connected with this error is Phe one that

/God's Erovidence!glways is expressed in protection.
- - s 4

Jews reasoned in this way that if God loved Jesus, then

The

he would provide him deliverance from the cross. This is

false and dangerouss Of course, we know that God's

L -

providence does ﬁfgtect us and that he guides us. gng ‘that he |

id with us, éec;rse McDonald lsed to tell the story of a

Christian mother who prayeg_and_had—faith ~in God, bub

N e mmg———

despite, she said, my sons were lost at sea, And then she-

asked what is at the bottam of the ocean, and the answer
came back.

Tt is the hollow of his hand. So we know
I 3

that God's providence does not always deal with the

temporal or the materiale

Another error was that those who liv@igh‘b would

rever have anv afflictions) Jesus suffering on a cross
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This was untrue. Jesus did not say he was going to

TR T

%e.,
B

- destroy the tmple. When he spok_e of destroying the temple

| he was referring to his bﬂ,
three days. Little did .they realize that he was about to

fulfill this prophesy within three days.

He would raise it again in

If only they had

By
their actions they left out Christ and they said, you made

waited to understand. They refused to give attention,

great aclaim, now: look, you are on a cross. Satain had won

| the victory for just a moment, it seemed, This is a

‘ disgusting picture that Matthew presents for us. They
] mocked among themselves,

|

Y2 A

With their heads high they volunteered information,.

( "He saved others, himself he cannot aave") That was a
l mixture of truth and error.

It was certainly true that he

(s'ggg g&eré) _He saved many by miracles. They had

witnessed Iﬁza;us being raised from the dead., They knew

that he had had power over disease., Himself he cannot

sSave.

g —

Certainly those who knew him best would not have

He saved

said this., Because Jesus did save himself,
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it and coming forth from the tomb, He saved both himself

and others, The people passing by did .ot know the Savior,

They could not interpret his ,nct.ions:r_( Th _. ests| were
only familiar with the sacrifices. They missed the
significanc.e_.gﬂhiaﬂi:ﬁfe s God!'s lamb on the crosse
Hany people went away from that scene misintgrpreting and
no one told them that the leaders did not know what they
were talking about. And since that day, thousands of
people have been.. by different kind of so-
called religious leaders who were not qualified to talk

about the Christ.

Ly
Vo They Put a Price Tag on Their Alle iance,’f
If he is the king of Israel, let him come down from_

the corss wheve. . They were ly}_ng“and Jesus

knew it, But they are for the moment in control of the

sgj.tuation., They are trying to, nw‘}by which they

will accept him as their Messiahe

Bo My g G o Doy i Lt ol g Vo

Vs

What was the priceta they asked for their loyalty.

Simply a cross-les 'rellgion. Let him now come down from

the cross ancL___w_'.L;L_ﬁl:.eve. The cvoss has always beefx

(/{,ffensiv§ to many who refuse to accept Jesus, The cross

J‘(‘-k oAl Wp.e

pibesirng), Ao e o 7Ly ent Wtk 4 Creoe
Y- o Izyu-c/—f—d’ z/f.J/H.«e—*’\— ’70

cannot be subtracted from a saving-and sati§fying

religion, (Withou ing of blood,) the Seripture
says, there could be np remission for sin., Suppose Jesus
had met'the demands of these ancient Jews. Suppose he had

R e 2Tl
o

come down from the crossé“ ‘:;Lﬁ" Selgg )
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their religion, but it is a @ supreme demonstration of God's
\7____________.——-ﬂ
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absolute justice. Sin must be punished. If not in the
sinner then in the sinner's substitute, &hﬂr_e_ig_gp

salvation® for anybody unless somebody pays the full price of

eternal redemption‘;XLI; ebrews 9:22.}; The cross is likewise

a demonstration of God's infinite love. The cross was

the only channel through which the divine love: could flow

to S e

Than Truth. ' e

k en in working through theologians,

Because some of those crowd around the cross claimed to have

The devil is always

the truth,

There was the error that -the faithfuld would be
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to m@wnmb_mat he was not
genuine, Job's friends tried to prove the same thing in
reference to his suffering. On one occasion there were
those who asked Jesus, "Did this man sin or did his parents
sin?" Tﬁése people could not realize that they were wrong.

They were dead wronge

had he would have been proved a coward, selfish and without

grace and man would have been without hope.

How fyrtunate.it is fhat OWW

things we want him to doe.. He dpes not deprive the world

of a Savior simply because someone does not want a Saviop,
—

He does not close off some because others desire death,

X
ol

(Some of | today are ask i e, You too
are hesitating; regfu_sing to yield to Christ the Saviore
Are you dwsomething special of God, something mn-

worthy of Bod, Are you laying down some condition by which

——

you would surrender. Are you trying to get rid of the

Christ. Are you asking that he lower his standards of
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Justice in order to let you in. ‘Are you asking Jesus to

come down from the cross,

s, - - 45 Confi Condemnation of Their Souls

They prove themselves unworthy.

They build a wall

between them and passed by,

A11 who(fai:l to st

day stop at the ;judgement and su'bmit to the will of the

‘Calvar, was ("ot responsible for theix: ay so we

can not say it would have been better had the n=

‘tacted Calvary., But the@ross Jonly brought their sin to
light. Thegs‘ij_!_ﬁﬁ_ntﬂﬁy in their nature long before

It revealed their wickedness and the

Jesus was crucified,

sin that -dwells in every heart. A

<A man E/Londgjiome was asked for his photograph,
. /

He replied that they would find one in the third chapte
of Romans, The chapter, as you know, -describes the sinful
T ————— —

nature of man. And in this chapter he had discovered

&"-—a /)¢1¢:Zu <N\

11,
himself, his true naturé, his sinfulness. This discovery

turned him to the remedy and he became a true follower of

Jesus Christ. The beast of the field follows his nature,

v Jin which the author tells

about a strange vision that the_l;mgjhad just before his

death, There stood at the foot of his bgg’ a figure pointing

his finger at him, asking, "Art thou 'sat;gfied? " Shelly

at a terrific cost had seught to satisfy his own desires,
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This one was asking him to evaluate the results, Are you 7

poet found to his ~amazegx_:_ent that he was looking into his
In the dead of the night he had his own soul
to confront him with the question s "Art thou satisfied

We all have the opportunity Df/gtoppM

receive its healing, but what if we pass by with the drowd?
A o —_—

own face.
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