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INTRODUCTION:

I wish to speak to you this morning on these verses —- confess your faults
— —

oQg_to anpother and pray one %or another that you may be healed. The effectual
fervant prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Elijah was a man subject to
ihings like we are. And he prayed earnestly that it might not rain, and it rained
not on the earth for the space of three years and six months. And he prayed agdi;

and the Heavens gave rain and brought forth fruit.

In view of the fact that we have a cry all acrggg the world today searching

Fd
for a lead and an answer to the human h?ﬁft' I submit to you that it is here in

this text today that(@Elwill find the answer to the cry of the needs of the world,

through prevailing prayer.

Now(traditidé}tells us that when(James dié§) his friends who had come to prepare

his body for burial discovered great cgllouses on his kpees. They examined these

callouses and having made inquiry discovered that here was_a man who had spent so

much time in prayer that his knees had worn hard. Now @hen I read this account, T
T >
discovered here in James that he was a man that indicated that the Christian prays

7

a_great deal. What) does he say about prayer?! In this wonderful passage which I have
~Breat ; ——
read for you, I want you to note that James says that here is a law that gives an

illustration. ﬁéggli§~§_ggggg§i§%gn. The effectual fervant prayer of a righteous
; -5 : =

man availeth much. To éii;;EEEEB this, James uses Eliiig, for his subject. And he

-

says that Elijah was a man of like passion as we are,

I. The Effectual Fervant Prayer Of A Righteous Mar}“#

Now this is the(éhallengé_that it is exclusively for a certain group of people
S —————— b

——{gg%hteous men and womeﬁ?) Who is a righteous man. Well, according to James, E;ijah

s was a righteous man. AGINV&ﬁg f@mﬁ Yyl yﬁ?}d;,/f§LWmL®’; -f?/zgﬁﬂkmw/ Yo Vit
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Airst, he says, Llijah was an ’ordinarv man.}{ The first thing that I learned

P

from looking at this pas

o G

and who stood on the top of that hill and won one of the great battles”for God, and
=

i1s that Flijah was an ordinary man, a man subject

as we are. Now although he had been the man who cl_imb_g_

™~
P}_lf_,,i‘}f’f& the paganism of that time, he came down from the mountain to flee from
@ only a woman. Because she frustrated the Prophet. And she was like a Z‘oke
o - [ —— S " ’) .

around his neck. And thew see this man, he is seated beneath a Junlper
sy

tree wishing to die. /LAI %___fu_’;vg_ cens- Like vas — }‘kw »J-é w%}'\s

Now as a Pastor @aln_y__t}gt_ag)i[ have probably been there with Elijah and I am sure
\,___________._————7

that @have been there at certain times, and you have sat under a tree and wanted to
-~ e e —

die. An@ say that you haven't, because you have. This man was an ordinary man

LU (R ——

e

just like you here today.

Was An(;);;edient MaIQ

But more than that, Elijah was an ohedient man. Now you might read his@

in(I Kingsl7—5?where hef went and did)according to ,t_’r@,@m:dg\of the Lord., He was an
N 7o e

obedient man. And ﬂdear friends will never be what you ought to be, or you as a man

today will never be a man of prevailing pravﬁ_n@you are an obedient man. A righteous
) t !

man is a man . is right with God and right with his neighbor.

This is perhaps the t@ why people today find so much trouble about getting the

message, and the communication from God., But you @me the individual who is seeking

God's face, and I will show you a man who has a message, and who knows the truth of

what God is doing in the world through his church and in midst of the message. There

is{(no q\m as_to what is wrong today in the wor/l_d. And it is this -- obedience is
e

A

I think this was one of the most solemn things that ('Jémsaid, as_he spoke of the

done and the undone. In his @public discourge before he went to the cross, he
. (e
charged those who were self-righteous and insistant on the Taw; they had left some
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of the matters such as mercy and faith undone. Now this(&E;E\undone certainly dis-
. _ — .

| S

“ turbs me. 7ésﬁs indicates that anything that we do that is right is rightfullvy done.
s : ything . ight is rightfully done

But QEEEZ:EE§§ Christianity is one of the most treacherous things that confronts the

disciple of Jesus in this 20th Century. For @ﬁ{)can use negative as the proof of

quality even in our relationship with Christ. @E;kay we don't do this, we don't do
i R -

— —
the gther —~<§::l£g§g§_said there were (some things/that we needed to do. And to be

a Christian is a total experience. We must all agree. It é?aims al%)that I am and

T TPt
all that I have. There is nothing that could be plainer than this. This you ought to
have done, and this I ought to have done if Jesus Christ is the Master. So long as we
spend our energies and oyr time inad t igl i re going to miss the
Elh,—~iL—--§37§ nd oyr time on inadequate social actions, we are going s

grace of the Lord Jgsus Christ to produce a new man. Because it is only as we look to

the é;;;;;\that we will discover this, Now this was the last appeal that Jesus made

to his religious enemies., And surely they needed to search their hearts as to how much

they loved God.

I want to point out something that cﬁéllenges me to the depth of my being. girtial

Ny |
@géobediencé in the last analysis constitutes total discbedience. {f%ﬁl disobey in one
point, T am guilty of all the law, and all the will of God.
Sl T et T
—

I remind you today that (I. Samuel 15:2

2} states, toéﬁ&%%pds better than sacrifice.

ad

And to harken then the fat of rams:/(ggé.is pressing upon my heart that what he wants

-

-
of (me/ is not just a pulpitgaaﬁ/ér coutselor, or any other thing. But what God wants
e -

of me is that I should be a holy/man. Therefore I pass _on myﬁe, my children,

could speak of me and say that he reminded me of Jesus. What<&étté§§ most today is
—— AZ=L

that you are obediegt. éi;gzﬁ)was a righteous 522 for he went and did according to the

word of the Lord. T Kings 17:5.

<§}wonder how many of you meet God everyday in the light of the word and I am not
7

talking now about just studying a few commentaries but how many of you could honestly

say, I never neglect to meet my God. Yet this is QE§~2£~EE§_33EEEES’ Our Sasdeur-never -~

missed his quiet time. égggg§i§223>— Verse 4 through 5, morning by morning.,. he wakens
S\-_—-—-————-——"M - e
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mine ears. I was not rebellious. Mark 1:35 tells us that he went out to pray as
: : —

was his deliberate habit,

I want to tell you my ftiends that‘have cancelled out your effectiveness

e S
I regard iniquity din my heart, the Lord will

%E<§§§ZSI if you are disobedient,
- ’ ' =

not hear me. Psa. 66:18.

If I look with approval on anythHing in my life which is out of adjustment in‘the

WE}} of God, the Lord will not hear me. That is Hggygnqwill become as bzggsv You

can say your prayers - link them together - whether in public or in private, but you
don't even touch the ceiling. You really don't pray. Therefore, you must come and

be an obedient man.

é;é;élﬁe Was An}Observant Maﬂ;l
e

In the next place, I want you to notice Elijah, that he wag a man of visio;>because
PSS

éié? communicated with Heavent) He could (look 11to the face of a kln% and sav Thou and
e

Thy Father's house have forsaken the commandments of the %grd and Thou hast followed
— —— - .

Baalim, I Kings. 18:18,
-

( manYwho is totally obedient to(hui@j!alwavs avare of what is happening around
A( \Who 1g 123 7

————

him, His life and intercession will help him tc observe the things about him. Mine

@§;§>affected my heart said Jeremiah in the book of Lamentations 3:51. And the reason
- -— W

why many: of us do not know how te pray is hecause we cannot see, wish that somehow

we could see and feel the wrongs in this country at this hour, in which we live. And
% A 2 5 Lh18 oy

we need to become concerned about the paganism that is seeping into this country. One

great scholar has said the central(neurosis of ouﬁjgg;g‘is emptiness.
ety -

Now who would doubt because there is emptiness in hearts, there is no authority.
,,,____.._._————-—-—-“'—"‘“7 N, ,
hey say the church has not the answer today. Someone has said the questions of al
- —_ —

time have been why, why not. An ‘men) have always turned to the church to get those

=

answergJ and get those questions answered. But manytimes there are/pgople Mn the

church today who are asking the questions, Why not? not" Why not let
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materialism take over. As one of the world's great economists of the world has

T

declared. The necessary thing for spiritual things some people believe is the

—

acquisition of that which is material. And it has become(%hphilosophy with us.;>
If vou don't feel this in this beautiful country in which we live, then you have
but to walk the streets of the city and go into some of the places of suffering

and sin, and settle down in the middle of a big city like New York.

There are:égggsiyf our times that we are_growingg?nti—God. And the thing about

anti-Godism is accepted by about égz of the population throughout the world today.

-—

i A\
ul| remember( last Christmas) when you turned on your radio and you listened to
S acto @

the astronauts read the passage from God's word in their flight around the moon.
— s T _

Now I don't know how the reading of that word affected you, but it was enough to

bring tears to the Christians eyes. Just to pause and thank God for a wi .
was world-wide. And then the(next E;?\Vou heard that"_ alyn. Murray O‘Ha%f)dared to
PO o e P A

lift up her voice to attack one of the great

t things that perhaps happened in

ke

history. As the Bible was read, the’word of God. It should have been a time that

every Christian, man and woman, should have congratulated these mffkon what they did.
And it is about time that we as Christians should stand up and %ESE}égﬁﬁﬁéks and should

s
become observant men as to what is happening in the world today.

zgl[;ﬁ ﬁ@wémﬁjkém TP pirs. [ 2

IV. The émmormﬂity Of Our Day.>

The dishonesty, the breaking of pledges between men and between families, and between
e : %

AR

nations. ' We have delingquency all about us.

'}, Edgar Hoove;) tells us that the taxpayers
4

probably pay about 25,500 dollars a-fiinute just for crime. (Morgbis spent on crime and

combating it, than on all_our schools and universities in_ggzwlagd. Now we were told
o T .. - rr—— e

that since\l1950 )erime has risen 56%.
m

Now I am concerned. You begin to(rea& the pages of history at the ti@gﬁiENEEEEEry

[

w

shenMhe church began to pray. What happens?’ Great things take place. And one of

R . . {ZZ‘”T?N
the great stirring examples is the time of Pentecost’/when as the result of prayer, we

discover the effectual fervant
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fainting, one simple way of preventing it, is to put his head between his knees.
e R

Elijah prayed. And his praylng was focused The Word said that Elijah prayed that

/K =

Qgiglghz,nAQZEéigj//'e prayed again unto Heaven, and it gave ral Verse 17-18. téL/A%gVZ
b And ot O Werdhor MMWWW% W/?c{/
4 ] W ave

hen you have prayed for what you know to be the will of God, and vou

taken this up to Heaven, then my friend, you have really prayed. What God would have

e

us to do, is@ve are going to have Revival, . must pray. And there must be prayer

Fd

by the Preacher. Not just simply as a beauty of his, or a profession of his, but

as a privilege and a necessity.

ohathan Edwardshonce said, some Christians that have been complaining of their

ministers had said and acted less before men and had applied themselves with all of
S~ =R ot a4 _app

their might to cry to God for their ministers, and if they had lifted up their souls

T o

s

to Heaven and stormed He with a fervant and insistent prayer for them, they would
[ e - s e A e

have been much more in the way of success. The(holier man is, the more does he estimate

N T . - ’ . e

prayer. The qi§2;2;>he sees what God wants him to do.
— M I

<§§;€)gives an illustration of these things. (ifiany man could have extended the

Gospel by pgﬁgggg} force or by brain poigr, or by culture, it would have been Paul.
But Paul unites prayer and Egéégiig\upon the Christian‘people not only to prayer, bhut

to pray for himi™ He said to the church at Corinth once, ye also help together by

praying for us. On another occasion speaking to a church, &inally brethren, pray for
A e PISY AP

us that the world of the Lord may have free course. He impresses the Phillipians that
4——7"

he has opposition but he needs their prayers. WNow this is the(Egzgzﬁthat Christians

everywhere need to be doing today. They need to be praving. <E£§§{§§)for the ministers
. - 7 o

—>

of the Gospel, pfay for the evangelists in the world - Billy Graham and the others,
. Sy - ; e

e

that the word may have free course. We must our own: dignity and influence and

reputations. And we must pray. And we must pray for the church. We must pray for

the preacher. We must pray for the gpiritual needs of the church and the world today.
Caloan- \M——-——G

There is so much that is sapping the spiritual foundations today. The Rlight/has reached

!“-
almost the roots. And §§pped the spiritual life f;ggj;g. The Fack-sliding>of people
.——"'_——".——M—'—" s ,

today, many who have a superficial piety. Spiritual work now becomes treachery and hard
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man as I have pointed out is just an ordinary man. He is just an obedient man. And
M—"‘——'_' el

he is going to be observant of the things of his day and time.
w__,..—f""‘—"ﬂ

v h thi g T want to say to you is that -- what about the effectual prayer

o

in VerseglG.g There is @ about the kind of praying@igh is different ) from
i P .

the praying which we hear so often in our churches. @ is a fervant praye

In Verse{l7) we read that Eliijab praved[;arnestly. I want to say that fervant
‘ } _ j -

prayer is nothing more than the handing over of our[wholé total life !—- spirit, soul,
-

and body as I pointed out to you last Sunday morning. The be presented

~ to become an instrument of the Holy Ghost in praying. We don't know how to pray as

we ought. But when a@an is given over entirelj to the mighty spirit, he, the Holy

Ghost prays in him and in us, and through us - the will of God with groanings that

cannot be uttered. Oh, how@ need to come back to this kind of praying. There is
reward in preaching. You get an applause of your congregation, or comgratulations
—-— gsometimes you get an encouragement, other times you may get a discouragement. But

the greatest time that any one can have is when he is in prayer.

I remember many years back reading @ert Murray McCheyne)— a man who d&fd in

S

his 30's and who made a bi%_g.e’r__i_n_xp_gct on Scot¥and than anyone else probably, except

R

Jobn Knox., There was only one@for his strength and his mighty power. It

——

was that prayer life was his. Some of th@ used to tell how he groaned in

his Ewi;,f,at times until his wife wondered whether or mot he was ill.

The@tio.‘fbis are you prepared to hand over your body, your mind, and your

spirit until they become ins¢ruments for Heaven-born prayer.
The manner o@ prayer is not only fervant - @must be frequent. ﬁlije@

¢
prayed again, Ver_ie §8} Jesus said men ought always to pray and not to &’ﬁ%‘ Luke
18:1.

As we observe Elijé as he prayed om he cast himself down upon the

earth. And he his head between hieéees. I Kings., 18:42:_%When a man feels like
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work instead of a joy. We can- QEEE}}_QEE*Elaging but soon we will disceover that the

foundations are gone.( Henry Martin,said once, I have dedicated tQo much time to

public menacetrations and oo little time to private communion. And in his_records
PSSy - ' ~ —

we find that he spent one day in'sq;gmg,p;ager, he said, 2 hours.
Yilbur Forcd said, T must secure more time for praver and devotions. I have heen
living far too public for me. he short private devotions have starved my soul, I

have grown lame and faint. T have been keeping too late hours. O0Of a faidure in
L ) i i o /

parliament he says, let me record my grigimand shame, and all, and that probably I
Gomoht 1e

have been distracted because I have not contacted God. And God let me stumble,

—.

More time and early hours to prayer must be found. A holy life would not be so

¥

rare or so difficult a thin éz>our devotions were not too short and hurried. If we

would lengthen them and intensify them. We make Q;;E;vgzgiﬁg to the préyer cloéeggju

We are not only deluted but we are the losers. And we will never have the revival in

the world. We are taught that the greatest victories came as men cried unto God. We
cannot do too much of real praying.( @g*;;gz>learn the worth of prayer. Few men there
> ~ § / N

are who really pray. As ﬁi?;:ﬁ who could pray and the Heavens were locked up, And
e = § -

R —— —

they were not unéealed, until prayer was made again.

——T
O

‘WeYmust become a generation of praying saints. I do not mean that men are going
to accomplish a sensational novel device or using attractions or entertainment, we

will never stirr tbis/Qgrld for God. We will never have the revival. God can work

wonders(ffy1e can get suitable men. And men can work wonders if they can get God to

lead them. Nowwhich has been done in spiritual matters can be done again. Because
- ey M“”’\;

Christ says verily, verily, I say unto vou - he that believeth on me, the works that I
——— ——— e — — i

do shall he do also. And greater works than these shall he do because I go unto my
g

R ]
- p—

Father.

VI. The/Miracle of Prevailing Praver.|
;szzﬁilggh muchl

Cur text informs us, because in Verse(gég it says,

Iz
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And God worked this through Elijah's praying.

There was triumph over darkness. Observe his triumph over the power of darkness.

This was when Elijah on (Mt.

“Egzgég;made an open show of the powers and the Prophets
R S Sl ol Prophets

£:Baal, triumphing over them. And when the glory of God broke through, he prayed.

Let it be known this day, that though art God, I Kings. 18:36,

And everybody knew that God was God!

Whenever revival comes, God is glorified. And what(we heed in this country today

is an indication of the glory of God. The miracle happens when we carry the battle

-—

and build an altar and prevail in prayer. No prayer offered in our own virtue will

accomplish oribe answered.

F i

let me that@ are fighting against principalities, against the

r&d}@mpf darkness against this world. Against sp%g}tual wickedness in high’ places,

Now the only way we can deal with that situation is not with weapons of carnality
but with the mighty weapons that pull down strong holds. Eph. 6:12, 2 Cor;‘iO:é, 5.
Casting down imaginations and every high thing that exhaulted itself against the
knowledge of Gad. And bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of

Christ.

Are we seeing the ‘f God in the church today. (Ard we seeing the glor

God in the neighborhood in which we live. @ people talkine aho gd. The.peepte——
- - pamm—— v -—

you associate with.
U eEmbEaeE Fote

_n/Elijah's life there was also the triumph over drought. The power which he had,

the call of Elijah brought down refreshing showers upon a dry land, Now if over coming
B e
the powers of darkness illustrates the glory of God, then surely this illustration,

the revival of the saints amidst a barren earth.

( ;EbelieveAwith all my heart thaéiggajis seeking to do a work in ou:_%;g}and in

our land.

S

4 ago a man started a prayer meeting in New York City. He put
. ———TTY
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L/// a llttléiPosteréln a w1naow and he 1 nvited al] who were 1nt9:@sted in reviwval to

come in and pray. The @ six joined him. Little by little that prayer

meeting grew until it hecame a great prayer meeting. WNot only in New York hut in
Ak .

Ph%}ig;lghia. At noon timq{é,OOO peopl&»came tpgethervto pray. r(?%icago 3000)

came tog%%ﬁgzﬁ;o pray. And revival broke out, From New York City, it moved to

New York Station, then across the country and it travel to Nebraska -- all the way

Lt
to Mass. And wherever(Charles ﬁﬁqﬂbQ)was the preacher, and testified that in every
7—' i

had found prayer meetings going on. At the height of

city that he had visited, h

the revival{igO5OOO souls Jwere saved every week, There was no publicity, no organization, -
L R it o e _

et

(iést God moving in

It happened!

that happened,

In 1859) the revival broke out ;#‘,aélzhf£>FgE£_zgkgg men praying in an old

Qcho‘l hOuse._ They‘éékgg,ﬁgj)to come down from Heaven and to send Revival upon

them. And rev1val came.

“:

' In 1 04 Jin alesL a szfg{gyed, oh God, bend to me. And God hent him and revival

P
——

broke out and the whole nation was moved by the Spirit of God.

#
<§?. Edwin Orr/ just finished a book at Oxford in which he shows with evidence
: —_—— T La

and documents that the revival of 1904 was not restricted to Waiss but it swept inland

to Ireland. Tt came over to America. It hit India and it broke out in South ica.
— /

And South Africa.

‘//// =] Campbell tells the story of the<;ebr1des rev1vai> How a good pastor with
— e

mpt 1*1za barn. And they bggan to pray for rev1val Day after day

and sometimes on into the night season. One memorable night, one of these young deacons

——

picked up his Bible, turned to Psa.Eg’and read, who) shall ascend into the hill of the
iy " _ il = =

Lord, or who shall stand in his holy plg;g. Ye_that_ha;h*glggn hands and a pure heart,

who have not lifted up his soul unto vanity - V. 3 and 4.



e

7

-11-

losed his Bible and prayed ~ Oh God, make my hands ,clej;n. Oh God_, puri

my hedrt., He ha@gig_gggigh@d that prayer when God swept through that harn and caught
ol e = )

these'men up in revival. And as a result, the churches were opened. And every place

L -

was packed with peOple seeking Christ, out_on the sea, dropped their nets.

They came back to the shore without any sort of advertigement or publlCltv crylng,

( God have mercy upon ust) Dr. Campbel was led to nreach to the fighermen in the

stre

5. And throughout the whole area there was a significant moving of the Spirit

of God. This is(wha? we need again.

In closing, triumph - there was vho prayed in triumph over death. He

/

7
son. And it is an jllustration of quickening

raised the life again, the widow'

sioEEE& It is a miracle of¢;;generation. I Kings. 17:21 - when Elijah, before this )
A - .

child prayed, ohlLord,vmé God, I pray Thee, let this child's soul come into him againi)
: - 7 7

B

(Here \then my friends, the mioiiizzﬂgﬁ_gzgzor ~ prevailing prayer. And a fervant

prayer. { Do)we really desire to see the glory of God. Do we réallyfdééiééjto see the
. — e

revival of saints. <§o§we really desire to see the quickening of sinners. Then let
— —
us give ourselves to such praver.

o e ey

(Remember! God calls OES;naf§; obedient, obiggyanﬁ-men and women to engage in such
rayer. ou be one of them. If so tell God ggféfg:ﬁéééiﬁﬁ_ggﬂngy the = to
e ff‘/\\ 0 == TR FEfast

be a servant and to focus your prayex. Because Verse 16 says, the effectual fervant

prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
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Tennyson wrote: ”Mbr% things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of,
i I

Wherefore, let'Tbyrvoics rise like a fountain for me night and day.
For what a;g_men_better than sheep or goats
That néurish a blind life within the brain,

, If, knowing God, they 1lift not hands of prayer

Both for themselves and those who call them friend?

. For so the whole round earth is every way

Bound by gold chains about the feet of God."”

James - Six Basic Principles For Prayer

1. Praying People Must Pray - gi;> "Ye have not, because ye ask not. Saying prayers

rather than praying.

2. Praying People Need Not Be Perfect People - FElijah - like us. Excuse making if

I was like Abraham I would pray more. (Passion)

3. Praying People Must Be Believing People - 1:6 - Let him ask in faith, nothing

wavering'. Not routine -~ Believe God will hear.

4, Praying People Must Be Single-Minded People, Loval To God — 1:8. "A double minded

man is unstable in all his ways.”

5. Praying People Need To Be Unselfish ky%zayer is often under the direction of our
own spirit - 1usté, pleasure;; how many of our prayers are Thanksgiving? Intercessions?
Petitions? Yielqing? |
6. Praying People Must Be Right With God - Righteous avails much - sin separates.
3 e edllelol Ce
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