h‘.
inguirer had the privilege of reading this title, which we

see revealed a great truth that Christ is for all nations.

Our theme will centar upon the priests and instead.

IIl, Those Offended bx the Title -
WJ&M when he came to the time of
/® The Sadducess, y

o ’ 3
‘ : his death, they wanted to make mookag of him, They were
*/ We now come to take a close look at the religious | _ : ,
/ God's gn}hxugdéogrosontativeg} his ministers of recon-
party known as the Sadducaes who desired the death of

ciliation and supposed to be friends of humanity but they
Jesus and who said that it was aotunny@edientzth-t he
' ~ kllled the hope of mankind, This action of the priests was
should die, We must discover who these people are. They i ‘

E wm. It was deliberate, and over a period
eriginating from the - —

tell us that they we:
2P of months they plotted against him. We see that they trapped

name Zadok who was a notable priest during the time of

. Mavid and Solomon., These prigsts took on the formof a_ | | .
tomb and felt that they had one a vietory over the Son

party and when thefJews returned from o recall they |
— é————'—m of God, ' |

depended very much upon L(,er They had no king, |

I

They had no desire for a king. They simply wish for their | L ,
; I, Tho Title, va..

commnity to be ruled over by God,’

; When a criminal was condemned under Roman law, he

the perfect man, nailed him to the cross and secured the

. was led out to the place of his crueifixion. A herald went
We also remember in the early days that the priests : T AL

before him egrrying H«whitened board jon which were written
had (great influence and were able to rally broked-hearted | .
. = L w crime,/ When the man was nailed to the

| oross and before it was set in its socket, this board with
’ its record of shame was fixed over his head.

people and to give leadership to the nation,

We also remember well that the high order of priests

me@t_ﬁmm_‘m;w.nmmmmw.
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s(ruat.e wrote Jthe title which was the subscription
over the cross, Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, This

declared the cause of the erucifixicn,

ke v
Natthew calls this theGocusation) lUark: and

“Luke called it the ripti@ ‘q/om calls it by the

proper(Latin name, the titley Jesus of Nazareth, the King

of the Jews, Pilate intended t.h:ls for his reproach that

bot.hek Jmandthusi.n

cJetition with Caosar and this would recommend Pi.late

for a proamotion. He msant these words as an ig%@ to the

Jews and he knew that the high priests would be gaulded

by them,

But/ God over-ruled)and this only gave further testimony
p am P 1 g - ’

that Jesus was innocent and there was no orime which he

i

had committed. It proved further that it showed his

dignity and honor. This was Jesus the Savior,

It g claim of final moral authority of the

race for he claimed that he revealed the things of God,

Nocodemus had said as much,
e v

Je

It w%w»«:mn there

was no sin attached to this title. It proves that he

$n% Judge of all men snd that even Pilate have to
him. It pruved his claim %o be a ld.ng wit%;qk

author‘@ It proved all the claims within tl.;o G;;;
Pilate had said he was the king, so he was not only &‘ :
Son _of Wan, Son of God, bub he was the king for whom Is)
had waited., He was the l,d__ngmmmmhmc

had been proclaimed such on Palm Sunday. VWho is king to
We think about kingdems thal perish, £

I1 otice Taken of the Title verao

(any)of. the Jéws read this title, not only those of

Jerusalem, but those from other countries, strangers as
well, read it. For many had come to worship at the feast,

So many read it beouase,.:ln
erucified was

by and many people because of é’urioaigx) would come ocut to
see what was taking place.

They read it in ﬂ;lfgf@mbeoamo it was written

in W so that they all understood one

or the other of these languages. Therefore, every curios
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It proved his clain-efhefest halinasy) becasse thars

¥as no _sin attached to this title. It proves that he was

S(Pilato wrotoj.)zhn» title which was the subscription
: .

over the cross, Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, This

declared the cause of the orucifixion, ,4,,(/ e Head Frens ol ity
, e Al e e ol

o v | apalefadin Wew Ayt (e W"M{’?

lhtthelt calls this the ationy Mark.  snd . A 52 I‘Zf (I)
“Luke celled it the Qgg&gt_iy ‘John calls it by the 461;- cv- Praa.
proper (Latin name, the t:‘:tle) Josus of Nazareth, the King M J-R—«. M £, Vb‘“
of the Jews, Pilate intended ) this for his rgproach that 1 @ '7‘ 5 i / % Wﬂ“d‘n .

he_pretendad to be the iing of the Jews and thus in W WAZL_ 4
: __@Zhénz?a? AES w |

competition with Cuur and this would recommend Pilate

-~

for a promotion. He meant these words a_s_g_n(;n_a_g}bto the

Jews and he knew that the high priests would be gaulded

% i ' | lang)of. the iy read this title, not only those of

Jerus alem, but those from other countries, strangers as
But(Jod_over-ruled)and this only gave further testimony Well, read it. For many had came to worship at the feaste

, So many
that Joaua was 1nnocent. and thsre was no orim which he ~ DR %Y becuaso,’in $ s Where Jesus was
had comnitted, It proved further that it showed his g w&‘ b.from the 914y, tut close

dignijy and honor., This was Jesus the Saviolf. by, And pany pecple because “Q———Wi would gome out to
' see what was taking place,

It claim of final moral authority of the

race for he claimed that he revealed the things of God. , Wi hhmastadh . W““Ncme it was written
' in liebrew, Greck and Lating so t

Hocodemus had said as much, s hat they all understood one

T o .

or the other of these languages. Therefore, every gurioes J
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‘ @ Religious Racketeers Sk | Therefore, the priesthood qa_p_a(cloud_ cg_rgoratgonb It
“Ananias was of this group and probably was the chiaf was exolusive and they were cons ive in their attitude
agitator of the plot for we read in John 18:13 ‘that : on public changes., In fact, they resisted "Mﬁ’ﬁ:ﬂ:
Ananias was the taﬁhekmhm they¢had o _ So we discover that with them (politics and religion were
legal warrant for a trial) befare Ananias and h# had no not_kept lpn-q): The priests were not only the spirit ﬁ!l_ll
authority to send the prisoner to ﬂ‘x’éwaf Hg ® leaders of the people, b'ut they were the mtoo,
question Jesus tefore W the ‘ and we also discover tha't this was made up of the group
I Sanhedrin, “But he had said thet L6 vés expedient for him who were pre-occupied and always selfseeidng,

to perish and when Jesus was quiet before the high priest o

and the high priest guestioned him as to whether or not he Now in this time of history( Palestine) came under the

was the Son of God and Jesus said, "Thou hastsaid", the Tule of % 8
high priest wss so insulted that he tore his robes and that the Romans dealt, For Rome used these governing

shouted, he is guilty of blasphemy. They condemned him as priests like the Germans used tho/.t;eip_ when they occupied

guilty of death, ‘The

of “imposing & sent
them to send Jesus to .

did not possess the power:

It was necessary for

——

Rome often allowed many freedoms to conquered people, so

¢ Who represented the civil
authority.

the Sadducees were mere pawns of the Remans, v'm,eir security

ard comfort and position depended upon their relationship
( Piiste)¥efiised the desand of the Sanhedrin thab Jesws |  With the emporar,

be put to death and he conducted his own questioning. e ' L

discovered that Jesus was a king and that he could find i BSo we see that these then were the responsibilities of

W He turned him Herod was puzzled the priests and the Sadducees, -W
- b4 ’ l ' row .
*" Ty Jesus and returned him back to and then Pilste was the W’ Caifiphas, Ve really have

: _,_—-'/
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L .
The Pharisees were quite religious and puritan and in close

nothing in our modern life which parallels to this
: * touch with the people, while the Sadducees were mildly

situation,
8L ’ , : moral, dealt in politics, far removed from the people, &

. A S B i e ‘ ' .
these Sadducees conflict with very exclusive group. They did net believe in the

It is hard for us to understand why because they were ‘ regurrecti and they rejec idea of
' 1if ) R » So they diff) in belief and manner of life
08 nd t s but to them Jesus was { e 2R pEed b )

” ! btut we see that the road which the Pharisees traveled and
beneath them, and on rare occasions did they even notice '

him, Vhen Jesus came in andw{ its

cattle and bird market and place for money changing back

l the road which the Saducees traveled met at the cross,

g . Sadducees desire the . t

He had grown populer, poople were flocking to him, there
were amazing stories of healing and raising the dead. They
felt if this continued that he might cause trouble for Rome,

to a decent house of God, they sort of clashed with him,

But they felt that this was providing a convenience for
the people to have the birds and beasts on hand for

sacrifices and also eathen m not._be used f
i, pmoabynag s _ | 3 the Pha o ddu id
they had facilities for changing it into Jewish currency, n.o ris =
" - . ' he has The thing seems to have come

! - b, to a head with the Pharisc th the healin
But it seems that one day the eceived a | O MR M e REASO R e d A8 2
, 8 : for a man who has been dead in his grave four days to be
messenger from the Pharise®s and that is a little ummsual ‘

made alive was simply too much M@mu. In fact

because their contact was hotclose. The Pharisess felt
they said it was expedient that this man should die, This

that he had gone too
sounds very much like some modern-day thinking that

far in cl i e and they would like the
, . » aople became more concerned in self-seeking, So, having
coopergbion of the Sadducees att Sin o " .

. established who the Sadducees are, those who objected and
sometimes mskes strange bedfellows, Normelly, the Pharisees Pt S

and the Sadducees had 1ittle %o do with one another, were offended at the title on the cross, I go a step furthere
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{2y Religious Racksteers

AL T . : :
Ananias was of this group and probably was the chief

agitator of the plot for we read in John ‘that «
Ananias was the father— » and they‘had no

legal warrant for a trial) before Ananias and h® had no
authority to send the prisoner to the tiigh prissh or to

”~

question Josus before the Jemish sufexicr court) the

Sanhedrin, But he had said that it was expedient for him
T —— e

to perish and when Jesus was quiet before the high priest
and the high priest guestioned him as to whether or not he
was the Son of God and Jesus said, "Thou hastsaid", the
high ‘priest was so insul at he tore his and

shouted, he is guilty of blasphemy. They condemned him as

guilty of death, -The San
of “imposing

n did not possess the power

& sentence It was necessary for

who represented the civil
anthox‘ib'-.

Wmm&mm that Jesus

be put to death and he conducted his own questioning., He
discovered that Jesus was a king and that he could find

W He turned him
W_Jem and returned him back to

i Herod was puzzled
S

end then Pilate

T

5e s
.
.

Therefore, the priesthood was a<cloeed oggoratgonh It

was mlmive and they were conservative in thd:r a__ttimdo
on public changes, In fact, they resisted major chagg_s‘:

So we discover that with thm(gglitioa and ug‘:lon were

not, kept ng_a_;&) The priests were not only the sgm“t'.ual
leaders of the people, but they were the Mn_.,too,

and we also discover that this was made up of the group

who were pre-occupied and always selfseeking,

) oef

How in this time of history( Palestine) came undar the

r and it

that the Romans dealt, For Rome used these governing
priests like the Germans used the/taein whem they occupied

Rome often allowed many freedoms to conquered people, so

the Sadducees were mere pawns of the Remans, Their security
and comfort and position depended upon their relationship

with the emperor.

S0 we see that thess then wers the responsibilities of

the priests and the Sadducees, IW
was the high est himself, Cai Wle really have
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nothing in our modern life which parallels to this

ﬂit\mtimo

Giﬁ m' these Sadducees come g‘ conflict with Jg‘@

It is hard for us to understand why because they were

suppos ; but to them Jesus was_

beneath them, and on rare occasions did they even notice

him, When Jesus came in mdw its

cattle and bird market and place for money changing back
to a decent house of Ood, they sort of clashed with him,
But they felt that this was providing a convenience for
the people G0 have the Dirds snd bessts on hand for

sacrifices an'i ' ' then mong 1d not be used

they had facilities for changing it into Jewish currency,

But it seems that Wooohod a
mqsso;u;g‘ﬁoui the Pharise®s and that is a little unnsual

otolose. The Pharisess felt

because their contact 'ns‘(
that Jesus was that he had gone too

far in cl e and they would like the

co of the Sadducee ttin; Sin

sometimes makes strange bedfellows, Normally, the Pharisces
and the Sadducees had little to do with one ancther,

—— ——

Te ,
The Pharisees were quite reﬁgm and pwitan and in close
touch with the people, while the Sadducees were mildly
moral, dealt in politics, far removed from the people, a
very exclusive groupe They did not believe. in-the

resurrection of the body and they rejected the idea of

angels, So they differed in belief and manner of life,
but we see that the road which the Pharisees traveled and

the road which the Saduceess traveled met at the cross.

- Sadducees desire the

e had grown populars people wers flocking to him, there

were amazing stories of healing and raising the dead. They
felt if this continued that he might cause trouble for Rome,

sc the Pharissess said; it is(Blaspheny.) The Sadducess gaid,
h; hame seams to have come
to a head with the Pharisces with the healing ofm;
for a man who has been dead in his grave f days to be
made alive was simply too much Moa. In fact
they said it was expedient that this man should die, This
sounds very much like some modern-day thinking that

people became more concerned in self-seeking. So, having
established who the Sadducees are, those who cbjected and

were offended at the title on the cross, I go a step further,
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art a high priest after the order of Melghiezedek." But yielded t6 public demand, - .

it was quite to the contrary, , : ol : . 4 e

- ’ : '~ So we see behind this(black ermm ias the father-

(&) 1o vomanioa that Four Things pe Bove . - S TR Vi s

We come now to see how, spiteful his attitude was for : hat
it was (ot enough for him to have Jesus crucified) but he Ananias was high priest-and that Anenias was removed frcm
wanted to have his name crucified also. He was jealous his high oifice by Pilate's predecessor. Bach of the Qiye.
for the honor of his nation and therefore he would trouble sans_of Ananias and his spn-in-law served as Piijs
Eﬂ.ate. some more. let us note briefly the four things that Although he had had no official office for many years he

the high priest demanded. : : vas still active and Wl

politicians. He was a leader among the Sadducees and

y e made sought to control the thinking of the priests. Jesus met

an appeal that he needed the aid of Rome in destroying ~ him with silence for he would not have understoed, You
Jesus. He planned it carefully. He hired false witngsses £ sdin -apply the teachings of Jesus to men who do not have
and testified upon the accusation and he demanded nothing | guinjtual eyes and they would not undoratmd.%__

short of death, There would be ne king but Csesar. ' are the pure i % shall see God", Ananias
. ' ' . was a religious exploiter and racketeer. He used his
]
v he demand he (did no e ! religion to promote selfish interest, ' He had accumulated
bad sritten.on the title above the crgp)_ They did not _ [ .WMMN the people.

want Jesus to be known as the King of the Jexs, Bub we . He had ewm doves for sacrifices,
know that Pilate read this message as it was the cusbomary = o oould stop here and tall about the crifes which have been
thing.to send a herald shead of the procession going %o committed in the names of wreligion by those who have used
the place of execution bearing & placard on which the §tooiis ehmiron o Eivinde: SHUDY Ak PERRNLE uid political
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interests. What evefl has been wrought in the name of
religion, Jesus interfered with his life and his business,
He find this repeated time and time again.

-
.

Mﬂaﬁaﬁdﬂmﬂ-lma the dangerous

prophet Amgs who was preaching against his established and
profitable order of religione

""“‘Wn Hoelr Senk

business was hurt and a man was cleansed of demons, they
told Jesus to get out of their country.

hen (ol and 5idagdied a young wonap to Ourist who
had been exploited by evil men, they put them in jail, The

same thing was true at Zphesus when Paul preached against
the temple of Diana, The people rose up against him,for
the sale of little idols made by the silversmiths was a
profitable business,

@ Caiaphas
Wle look now a little deeper into those who objsated.

to the inscription on the cross, keeping in mind that it

all stenmed from the priestly party of which the high priest

1. .
Y. repeated appeals to Pilate,
was the head. They/play—seses-with-Fiteds, They are

supposed to be the (eaders. aluthe-Jewish churchy) To be

high priests was to speak %o Ged for men and to speak to
men for ¥hen we think abeut what the chureh should
have meant to the high priests, and yet 1t was only an

institution filled with the spirit of worldliness, He had

no love for the church mar did he seem to discover the truth
concerning the spirit of God. HW

for he said that it is expedient that he should die, He

d_o_e_a_( not aven 123uiro]into the c¢laims of Christ., He does

not raise a question. He turped his back upon truth and he

saw the cross as the only geal. Now Jesus was well kacwn
unto the high priest. This was not the first time that his

works and his teaching had been called to his attention.

The cleansing of the Tample was not the first time that the
priests had known about Jesus for he was aware of his

miracles and his teaching. Hg_had:éﬂ_a;%\_gf__tm_mp_nﬂ_

received mercy and yet he was willing to put Jesus to death

in order to rid the people of the dangers which he felt were
potential in Jesus, Therafore f the g;:;_gj

looking unto Jesus and."atem" Jdown_from his puoe of

authority, pu Mlg estly robe and saying, "behold
the Lamb of God" and ol@ before him-and saying "thou -

e
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said there was no fault %o be found in him. Here we see ' docmed man's accuut:lﬁn TabE Ehens il et a1)
that honor is done tp the Lord Jesus. PW _'_Ilt' know his neme and crimes :
it that he was the King of the Jews, What he had(gribien |
was_what Ood had wribten firste) Therefore, Pilate sticks ! s L %@“ o6 o1 tHat the' b N St
: ther times oerd
to it that Jesus is their king., He will not ;Ltg,r the { tb] 1 ! n R | | i| Sl Wa

g

worn to the plase of exscution, then sttackied bo Jus SEEe

But we are certain that Pilate had this put on the cross.

4itle in the least bite

fle see here, friends, of

all we may do as_the high priest - , In the | And ‘as we have stated before, it

@ place we may be as , Jesus &) it was

had been proclaimed king by Pilate because of what he had |

mudf,?f t‘ho Jews, But in the (third jplace, we may(bos | pregont on the Passover might read it., There , ,
(G i cqpaen) it as.the discioles on teat e MY ighuer. scugie-ol-beligicn, Croslka. thskh.of-Siliuwe, Latidy
he had written could not he changed and many bimes the ; g__m.‘g of the law *Mmm_mi_aj_!y
decisions we make seem not to be the type that can be wm_m, On his head are many crovms.
altoredéﬂsau finding no place of repentance, though he | 1 i growned king of the réligious sphere, the king of |
seeks it in Tear. ) , or like the man who found heaven;-the king of culture, the king of the political
hinself on the othar 51‘-3":? t'.h aat : 1",":’ vardi.ot sphere; he u'thew And the priests after

are you tossing at Chrisb. Aﬂ__gmming..l_hw-m

king but Caesar. The W, Pilate says, and
$his verdict gnawed on the hearis and gonsciences of the

priosts. ééhriat demands) that we yield to_bimeas-kinge

reading the title, It hurt

He is man's only hope. fle may try bo alter and change
Y E
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v The bout

/w) The Passover sabbath would begin at sundown, The

Holy Day must not be by the presence of three

dying criminals on crosses. 122 Moses!| stated

the law that would not allow bthe bedies to remain on the
tree overnight, so the priests came back to Pilate again

end demanded that his legs he Luoken with glubs that he

might die before sunset. Pilate yielded but thoy found
Jesus dead already and they merely pierced his sj,dp with a

speap to make sure,

w Tb‘ ppeal or demand to Pilate came later.
/

Jesus had been put in a tomb and they remembered that he
» ) ——r-"-—‘ ' »

had said he would rise the third day and & must not

happen, Se_they demanded that thetomb Ve sgaled)and that

it be guarded %o prevent, such..

ele

This is very interesting as they troubled Pilate

tine afigr.time and forced hin against his om mind in

dealing with Jesus, Perhaps Pilate will resent their

repeated de

titles They feer that the(bit
T

death wouyld not :

150' b
triwmphed over him —- or have we, We have put him out of

our midst and we will see him no more, We_ have saved the

people from his teaching and yet this only suggests that thay
had fears,that it might happen so there must be a change
in the title, We must not be diseredited, but save the

situation, the title musi be.changed.and the tomb sealed,
Filate, you represent our king, Caesar, Now save us from

our fears, Make the title read differently, e must not

be king. - If he is icngfre are sunl) cnm.gs.change the
title tt(&e it ru) "He aa:i.d‘ I am % gg

cuo it and then guard hime So what they really wanted
to do was, if he must be king, let us put the burden of

the proof on him. Make 1% so that he is a king in his

(zx_: estimug then we will have some excuse for putting

him to death and we will have an answer, This sounds 1lik8
a weak wall to hide behind,

11 The Judge's Resolution, verse

Ve come now to discovar Mnmr to the priests,

ME -

They were trying' to get him to ehange the:title on the

erogs with fear in their hearts and yet PM
ofw&wf’ him and he will not yield any

longer, They had been unjust and unreascnable and Pilate




17«
the title over the cross. They thought that he would

remain in the fomb. And you may think there will be no

Y ;

resurrection day, but you march toward Judgement Uay and
I wishful thinking will not destroy the title over the

orosse The fears of the priests proved fatal, for in

| ! Mﬂxv saidy(make the tulb! as_seoure as

I ! possible, and we are amazed that after his resurrsction he
l did not seek vong‘a'noo upon these priests, Actually, he

forgave all of them, This is Jesus Christ, the King of

itentions of the is futile. .

3 _fo fe t=of, eneel,







