THE. PRISONER4 TRANSFERRED TO CAESAREA

Acts 23
INTRODUCTION :
@_@ve his Apostles in the Great C a command.and a prom
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Jesus does give rewards for faithfulness. He said, lo, I am Eiﬁg vou alway

.and said, don't

— even unto the end of the world. Many times

be afraid. T am with you. This is the greatest consolation that a servant of

the Tord can have. To feel that Christ is walking by his side.

*came home from 16 vears on furlough - the University of

Clasglow bestowed upon him a deg;pe as Doctor of Law. We stood on the platform,

his faced tanned from sun, one arm hung by his side - an arm made helpless by a
e i e

lion's attack. Ve said, I _lived in exile among strangers, whose language T did

not understand. My life was often in great danger. Shall A t el OU What

W and comforted me. It was this pr@ise {}_0, I am with you alway. D
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Thef .man,we_are talking about tonight was He was de%%Qted,

disappointed, and he had come up to Jerusalem bearing gifts. He had presented

—

these gifts to his kipsmep and he had been able to.win some of those that he

loved. But some of those kinsmen according to the flesh, he!ééé?gg‘) He failed

.ﬂ!’—-'h——-._‘\

here at I{«Jerusalem, He did w ny ﬁreat ;ﬁm} movement or awakening

in Jerusalem. But upon his heart he wanted _to go.to Rome. However, it looked

as though he were hemmed in and defeated, And he was suffering from dejection,

despair, and doubt. I think this was one of the darkest Beriods in Paul's

And there

history. We have discovered that he came to Jerusalem =

were people at Wrﬁa, along the way. TWho wa im about going. And once

he grrived, we discover that they took him as a prisoner.And then Chapter 22,

an m‘ﬂﬁmw\%%m M@»C}‘-Z/W

2, «»;rx:’wy — Q@ PRl S D~ 2p Vsl — v R4,

v M



WT'WW Fowr &

’; ";w:": W’M" %‘ e M #’4%/;;-/2....# -4’:2.4\% Nermnndie, Mw’w ﬁq

Sl ol o b et W%M ?‘"‘%
he is a ptisoner, but he delivers a se;mgaigg the cgstle qtegs. He tells about

his %ﬁﬂ%ﬁiﬁ%ﬁ?’ his commission to do the will of God, and then the cou%ggnation
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by the crowd follows - and Paul almost loses his life. And he is taken inside

the old prison and is there in chains. This is the point of our beginning this
evening with Cbggffﬁggal-'The entire chapter, perhaps, points up to the prisoner
being transferred to Caesarea. Tor our consideration and concern of understanding

these Scriptures - T have divided it up into four different segments. ,

T)efendinﬁ- EiggsciEnce = ¥V, 1-<10, €=econa; W V. 11. The
Devil's Comspiracy - V. 12-15, Qﬁg;iﬁﬁ Deliverance to Caesarea — V. 16-35.
-lllIIiil.igIIﬁ-l T T R T e

NMow we will discover that in these verses, here is a very determined

couneil and a very displined conscience, and a very defiant disbelief.

\E\_ af' determined council}— A Paul appears before the council, the
Sanhegi%ﬁi And this council is determined that they are going to condemn him

and convict him. Following that speech on the_castle steps, Paul came before

the Sanhedrin. That was igmaosed of 71 members. They were required to be all:w&
30 83T of age, to have a ggod iﬁRUtaLi%El and be well versed in Jewish law.
: A &

These men were zealous for the law. They gathered in dignity with their robes
R --!3 e

on.

g
The Romans were not great people forffpé;\‘And the Roman captain brought

Paul in, in order to find out the charges.

ég;;:barnestly looked upon the council, There was no resentment or hatred

in his look. We was serious, and he was sincere. But from the very beginning, this
e



council was determined to convict Paul.

S the d:ltﬂ'ﬁline of conscience. E@— Paul says I _have lived in all
e . W

good conscience before Cod until this day. He was speaking of course of the time

afterhis conversion. You will note that he says, beiﬁii God., ‘Noiﬂffg) Men did
p—

not always agree with his work and what he said. e was living to suit, not a
s i

group of men or a nation, or any earthly power z:only God. He had lived as God's

citizen. As a member of Cod's commonwealth in all good conscience.

|

Now this claim seems to lack tack - but for b;g§é§§=§%§g, Paul sums uE his
xw T-?e;maijhave said much more than Luke has reported here.

And it may appear that he is contradicting his confession as the chief of sinnerg.

You remember that he said that. T Tim. 1:13. But one's interpretation here of

good consgience, the word literally :Ei ioint knowlﬁdﬁe. kTo know toggi':\lf‘a Tt

simply means consciousness of one's own thoughts. Heb. 10:2

Consciousness ofkgne's own sel Distinction between right and wrong. Rom. 2:15,
_====;;;;§§§;’ : = , i

With approval and disapproval.

Conscience is @oP an infallible guide. According to I. €or. 8:7. Conscience

gan be contaminated, Heb. 10:22,

f (Paug Eaus tg %to this Sanhedrin - to this council that he persecuted

~
Christians. As a conscienti rson, a conscientious Jew, thoqggmnsﬁmaﬁum$§taken.a

He was a Phaiiige. As he followed his conscience, he turped from Judiasm to

Christianity. The point is, against the charge, that he opposed the law and the

people in the temple - he says,

I've heen a Eood citizen in God's commonwealtﬁi)

He had the consolation of a gogd conscience. I Peter 3:16.
f




o they told them to smite Paul., Thinking that this would prevent

about God,s

him from speaking about God. ’0 % Mﬂ/ﬂé bﬂ
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\Ananias was/i/gad customer/ He wag cruel and he had a bad character« But this

e

is the treatment of Jesus. John 18:22. It was very offensive - smiting one on
ﬁ-—*ﬂ—=~za==é§:$?

T,

the cheek and the mouth. You remember, Qesus:said; turn the othngchee%rin Luke 6:29.

What Paul had done, Paul had put himself on a level - an equal footing with the
court. And this determined council did not like his disciplined conscience. And

we will find that they are very defiant.

whited wall. Tor SE s thou to mdge me after the law., And you have commanded

3 Uh:ted wall. Te says, God shall smite thee, thou

me to be here abused - contrary to the law. You are a ruler, and you are commanded
R

this punishment - contrary to the law.

RBut what Paul was saying, vou can take idirtx rotied wall and paw

and it will still be dlrtv d_rotten underneath. @aul)knev that thisi riesﬁ)was
-8R | J;:Zi?”

like that., We wore 11 Esbe but beneath that robe, were his corrugg:seagtJ
‘—-—-‘Fﬂ-" - -

- They tell us that here is theiﬁg‘gjused here for dust or lime. Matt. 23:27.

1}
The same one is used for wvhite . (ég*is a unique way of calling Ananias
— =

a hyprocri;ef> It was true. But it was not tactful for other prisoners to do this.
o = [E—_-

Paul had hu;lgd_hack_ghﬂgégaar him in strong emphasis. They would wjdte wash

the feraves) in order that people might pot touch them. And be unclean. Here was

a notoriods ¢1utt3ﬂ and th;gf and robber - trying to handle things and sitting
""_"—'—97"‘.’ = T ——— T S A

there. And s saying,‘;f[ never knew a man like s could be_g high. priest
= - u_——ay' i
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Then Paul said, T wiéﬁ‘not bE%EEEen, that he was a high priest: for it is
( 1
written, Thou shalt not speak. Paul says,% I_did not know that you

were a high priest. That @'

for Paul] to say this. How ean you

T

explain this scene as Paul meets here with Ananias - and these priests fully

attired. Paul was Qo)stranger of course to the Sanhedrin, in his younger days.
AL g nhecy

dpoor eyesighy. Or was

4 high priest. How did I know

He recognized the high priest. Was it because Paul

it jqu(iEEﬁ?. Paul says, you didn't talk like

o

e
vou were, Many people have given!% sorts of aﬁ%ﬁﬁ - even that this was an

informal session. And Paul did.ng;_kggyﬂ;hai.lhe_hiﬁh priest was present. Some

said that it was Paul's lack of acquaintance with a person. Some said that Paul
couldn't suppose that he says a man of his caliber would command somebody to
smite him. Others have thought it was hecause of his nea;fsightedness. But
Paul was not able to see when he came in the room and he did not recognize this
man as being the hiph priest. But it took a great spirit for Paul to say, well,

T was not brethren about this.

V‘ ; t We discover that the matter of defiant disbelief leads to {disco
1
Paul perceived that part of them were Sadducees and the other part,EthiéE&i and the

) oo _ llere was the Sanhedrin composed of two

council. So he begins

{
e

groups of people. They had something in common - but they were different in other

thinpgs. MNow the(PHariseeEilazed great stress on the eigernaii iﬂﬂ reli%ion. And

' . . ; ol AaS™
they withdrew from the commop hexd of people. They helieve in iﬂﬂ%ﬁ%?llty’ - 7

T
resgri‘:t/io}. angels, and spirits. The@re materialists. Aﬁa;nst the
--/—"" e et

idea of angels, immefgality, or resur;gction. They believed in none of them.

Paul to divide the council - so he threw in a bombshell. He starts
‘IlllllsezggquL,p -
off by saying f ;iam a Pharisee - V. 6. I am the son of a Pharisee. Of the hope

and the resurrection of the dead, I am called in question. I have preached the
—_—

resurrection of the dead.
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was going on.

V4 Fid

That is just about the MW%% it a

(@ es apart over this or that, or the

other., When in good common sense, we ought to be able to sit down and work out

hurches_tear themse

and a shame that

their problems.

e of his hope of the reurrection. H]&Eimately, this

mfzi_ﬁﬁxﬁ_kﬁﬂﬂmtiuﬂ, Because of his ohedience to Jesus Christ. Now Paul did not
s et

reject the idea of the resurrection, but he looked fw

because of what Jesus had done for h_im and in him. When he wrote his letters

to the Thessaloniang - the great 15th chapteM. He told his audiences
that he expected to take part in the resurrection. And this ought to be g lessonj
for every church., The Sanhedrin had come together, as a determined council to
convict Paul. That was their purpose. And now they had forgotten their purpose

~

- they were spending their time huyrtims-each other.

£ )
Listen, the is set for one purpose. To make Jesus Chri wn and.
o — : = — e S A S B S

to win them for him. As long as we stay on the main line, we will have the

blessings of God upon us. But you let some fﬁivial issue come in, and you let

someone start a campaign of criticism, and faultfinding - and the people will forget

[ —

the main purpose. And the church of Christ will suffer.

T ; ; =V

The Sanhedrin had split, there were descending groups. This council was

——

determined to convict Paul. But the cause of his discipline and conscience in which



he revealed his beliefs in the resurrection, there was a turmoil of defiant

disbelief and discord registered by the group. What will take place and what

will happen next.

> : 4 =
@ this was ﬁ §eep dark.ness.} Tt was awful darkness for Paul. Perhaps
N g

this was one of the darkest nights in the histor 's 1ife. Here he was,
put back in prison. He was pulled from that _anﬁﬁ ﬁroug. Pe had come to Jerusalem

bringing gifts and now he is in jail - shut out from his fellow Christians. e
could not preach. I imagine he was feeling mighty low., This was a dark night
LB ey LW

for him. And it was deep darkness.

‘@ efense decided. ¥~ V. And the night following,fthe Lord stood
p A
;{ hlm. . vanted him to cheer up.y The Lord stood by him. Fe had been in tough
spots before - here at Jerusalem. THe hﬁﬁiguei. And was now in doubt about

the future. And the Tord appeared - and Paul heard him, And Paul knew it. He

spoke,

, / /
| W-— he Lord stood by him.gfThink of all the wonderful

journeys he had had. The bruises he had received. The darkest and most trying
- -

days he had. UHe had been well at Ly Rejected. But the Lord

stogd by him. And here he is again. The mystery of God's divine presence.

Paul was disappointed. But hereﬁ was a word — be of good cheer. He_had testified
of Jesus_at Jerusalem. And Jesﬁs wanted -‘to give him a word about the future.
Therefore, he told him - he not only testified here. But you must bear witness
also at Rome. What a ni.ght it was - how full of light - how full of glory. His
Master's word of cheer. It was like a hepnediction — the grace of our Lord Jesus

Christ be with you. He is ever present with us in the hours of darkness. And

N to let us know that he is near. You@of the (dark nights)and the dark experiences
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n_your own life life. Q2;;EEELQQI_hgg;_EEE_Egigs - be of good cheer. The voices,

that sounded in Paul's ear that nigb His fense was decided. Divine cheer

: (::'-‘Q%eW W
Foe : e Lo ww&w ﬂ&ﬁfmm%\,
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TIsn't jt marvelpoys for a nreachgr to hear, this - there are those who love . .2

I — ] Con lonf ﬁ_ﬂ,{: e Fin /
3 he wor' WOr’ There are those at see1 hin er Vork

e Wk, — Canes, =
all you by, hame, and 1ie a o an see P u] nov - Tequq said you have

preached the truth - even in the g of failure,, The, voice of the Lord saa%: ﬁii*ﬂ
who wd%?&iﬁé%éigﬂféﬁt nt sych a me .

L o n
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P
in this dark hour of ne&d. You have been fqighful

—

at Jerusalem - I bave a larger task at Rome.
p%JWM B E @M
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T Can't you be faithful - even with the little place where you serve in your

church. It mav be small, but remember, God may have something bigg35 somevhere

else. You witness for Christ - if you do not witness for Christ, I can predict
one thing. You are going to dry up, you are going to lose your zest, lose your

fragrance.

ITT.

)A band of Jews were bound together under

a curse - an O§Egid§pygy. e will neither eat nor drink until we have killed

Paul.
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This was-a’ t to tike Pﬁul's life. Neither eat nor drink. That is, they

were devoting themselves to God until they should kilds

This was likLm@ who went after David, I Sam. 14:24,

¥ow this was a dangerous thing to do. T might pause to say that it is always

A} pd
unwise to make such foolish bargains. They planned to put this man to death -

eliminate Paul. That was the first thing they were going to do. Leg?.timate

or not. They thought that murder was justified.

- Y@here were more than forig which made

.

&,mew .
this conspiracy. They were swearing together — 40 men. Planning, pledging.

@( debased through malignancy ’— @They were willing to'ﬁl the

riest and the elders - and this will show you how far evil will go agalnst
RESSE

God. They were going to @ and the religious leaders

were delighted in it. This was a debased malignancy. They wanted to see Paul

put out of the way - they knew it was wrong to murder anyone. But they were
willing - these 40 men, to use all means that they possibly could to defeat

him.

Qéeﬁraded bz deprivity. } @T‘hey worked the plan and the
scheme. And they said now to the members of the council, you(éet %he chief

W b P down tomorrow and make out like you are going to 1ngu1re

a little further in this matter. And we, when he comes near, will be ready to

kill him.m They were to ask for a fresh hearing. And we are

ready to slay him. All that you have to do is to put up fake meeting.

— e
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When he is brought out to the council, we will rush on him and kill him.
N

Psalm 37 - The wicked plotteth apainst the just. The Lord shall laugh at
& — .v.

== F

him. God, in Heaven laughing at these wicked men.

The Devil's COnSPiraC? = deteygiggg_gz_ggxh, designated by number, debased

through_mglignancv, degraded by deprivity....to klll 1. This sounds very much

T~ 1ikg¢ Amin nd his program iniUganda. In that nation we are told that he has
v
already S 110U 2

they were Christians. A week ago he murdered an arch-bishop. This past week he

ds of people ,000 one section were murdered because

was going to gather together several hundred Americans. And he had plans, I am

sure, to do some head chopping. But he has during this time, murdered his wife.
- ‘"______'______:‘_:7

Her limbs di ed and sewed on backwards. UHe has gone through all kinds of
= _________._—-——-7

,-"""'.'_'_‘_‘m
w- he had one man, his head severed from his body. And placed on a table

and talked to it. And then put it in the ice box. You talk about gruesome.

But he has a conspiracy on. And all those that would oppose him or think

differently - death is the only answer that he can think about.

DELIVERANCE T0 REA

{@‘ 3 ‘defeat of the plot.? I'Then Paul's @;ﬁ ﬁheard of their
lying in wait, he went and entered into the castle and told Paul. povc ceps )
e e —

Paul's nephew hears about the plan, rushes to the castle and tells Paul., The boy

was entrusted to keep quiet after telld This boy may have been EEEEEEE’J

there in Jerusalem, studying. Anyhow, he knows what to do. He has enough of an
F s
address to get into the barricks where Paul was stationed, at the risk of his

Do

life.
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Tow thisg'storvi here would really make § :

It would

This h}outside on the streﬁ;, heard of the plot. And God put it in his heart

to go and tell Paul. Mow that is supernatura . The inst t of Paul's safety,

was the son of that sister. Ue had gotten the rumor, and the unseen Lord took hold
—

of the youth. Which is a common place thing. And he found an entrance in the prison.

(—_._-——-—-—-_—-—ﬁ
And here told the conspiracy to his uncle.
_—

Paul was very unusual in his response. Paul called for one of the eenturions and saic
.’——ﬂ '——?q
- now bring this young man to one of the chief cagt%flns - for he has a story to tell

him.

@90 the@ took him to the chi@ And the Centurion said,

now I have delivered the boy to yvou. Me has a story to tell you.

1 !;“ % Then the chief cagtain took him by the hand into @ That

is, what is that that thou has to tell me.

v

to death. They have anned, and they are going to get a council called,

and if everything goes perfectly.

VS 20 ;The boy tells the Jews have agreed that they are going to put Paul

L@» They are going to lie and wait = 40 men. They have taken an oath.

They are not going to eat or drink until they have killed Paul.
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= QLJQ:}— The chief captain sent the young boy away and charged him - tell no
~

man that thou hast showed unto me.

—

Secon&}_Detail of Soldiers

The captain calls two Centurions - Hﬁke ready. 200 hundred soldiers to go to

————

Caesarea. Horsemen, 3 score and ten. And spearmen 200. At the third hour of

i B e
the night. Be ready, he says, we are moving tonig}_lt_@ The detail of

soldiers - taking part in the deliverance.

...ii' V.‘24 ) 7le also ordered that beasts be provided for Paul and his bagpage.

P

ﬁ@ the governor. ‘em;:“,awg;,egcher have such an
5 LENGE B
escourt. 470 Roman soldaerET%ETméd - and the preacher on a horse in the midst.

0f that force.

And bring them safe un

ah ey need protection today. But you know the
kind of protection they need - they(ﬁégajko he(surroundeakby the prﬁxﬁigyof the
people. The members. And T just love members of our church who say 2~E_EEEX_£9I
ygg,daily.DrAfter all, T feel that this is one of our greatest needs. To pray
for each other.

We find that a %EEEQI is sent to say - I have taken care of a good Roman

citizen.
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Y;Séé;z Greetin%s from the chief captain Lysias, to Felix.

V.(27 ) HMe told of the plot of the Jews to kill him. And he had rescued him.
~ ~7

He was a Roman.

E;S;;)— The council had accused him.

7

YLS::>~ I listened to the questigns they had - but they had(nothiné that was
Y

wo_r@___gj_____gf_h. The charges was not convincing evidence.

YLEéE:} In view of the Elot,(i}have transferred the whole matter to you - to

hear the case. TFarewell. UNow this letter was delivered to Felix.
el

@ The so rs took the letter, and @

This was a 60 mile journex f usalem. BRut they stopped that night at
Aniipétris. Which was about{ 25 miles’
b ekt

rea.

3@ e ——— >
b

They felt that they had gone throuph—the country that was dangerous for ambush.

And now the rest of the way would be through the rich glains -~ the fields of

e

whe§3;ggd,haxlgy that were just ready for the harvest. And there, they would

come up to the sea. So it was no longer necessary for the foot soldiers. And

they returned to Jerusalem,

VL{:::} Perhaps late that afternoon, the weary soldiers with their remaining

horses, entered the streets of Caesaregd. The Centurion was still in command.
= <4 .
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At once he went up to the goggzggglg_palggg and gave up his prisoner. And at

the same time, to present the dispatch - the letter. With which he was charged.

And this was by a command and the authority of Jerusalem.

There is no record that Felix made a personal appearance at this time.

\
Y. When the governor had read the letter, he asked question =
he asked about the - of the prisoner. And it was given to him Ciljcia.
"
e V. 35~ Detained in Herod's prison. Telix said I will give you a fair
g;; — ’ -z v
hearing when your accusé&s have arrived. In the meantime, you will be kept in
Herod's prisom.
/
b ™ s friends in Caesarea say now;7

vould Pa

{y For example, PFill%P and

his dauOEEErs. Thinlt of the prophecy of Agabys. Which has now so quiekly come

true.

e Another thinfr that r"ight have considered was the Roman governg 4@

He was five years the governor in Judea. And he had two more years to go at this

time before he was dismissed from his post. He had be%un life as a slave. And

he was the favorite of Mero. TFelix had risen to be a free man. And the(figgg‘

(%;éi% in history to ever become the governor of a Roman provinee.. They say, the

P
historians:\he exercised the rights of a king with the spirit of a slave.’ He had

f—

actually been married to esses. One after another. And his third was

Driscilla, the daughter of Herod Agrippa. Tle was a man capable of hiring thugs
——

—_——
p——

to murder his own closest supporters.

It was a man like this that Paul was to face now in Caesarea.
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He is going td(E;;:jkor the accusers to come. He locks up Paul. God's
: 3 -7 e —

biggest man locked up to wait for a gang to come and place their charges.

Al /7]
I go back and think about V. 11 in which the Lord stood by him - and said,
be of good cheer. Maybe this was still ringing in Paul's ears. He will care

for me. Paul never went back on God. We all want Cod to be with us in time of

need, in tragic experiences, in dark moments.

God promises his presence for_those who live for h%y. If we continue in sin,
v

we cannot expect Cod to help us.

1

- reminds us that God is always on the job. Te that keepeth

i
Israel will neither slumber nor sleegi

Jil{

- Fear thou not, for I am with you. Be not dismayed, for I am

thy God. T will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee. Yea, I will uphold thee
1
with the right hand of my righteousness.

Mas very sick and only a tranfusion of blood was needed. Several
: * L0 ‘O D000

tests were taken. They could not find her type. Finally, her little EE%EE%% said
try mine. They found that it was the right type. Soon, the fresh blood was

flowing from his veins into hers. Later on, quite gale= the boy seemed frightened.

The Doctor said, what is the matter. The boy said, Doctor, when do I die,

k.

You're not ﬁoing to die, and beside your sister is going to get well,
e

L=
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The little fellqw was willing to give his blood - even though he mggght
g anadeath

e

Ve were dying in sin —@ame and gave his blood His 1if us. Because

of his blood, we can he saved@__p-_mr_t_nlsi_in_bim —Qlew
fw;_ This was the@ of Paul's great life. As the prisoner that was
A

transferred to_Caesarea. Paul stil]: had Cod's word. The Lord stood by me.




