THE RESSURECTION FOR LITE TODAY

Mark 16:1 -

TIE OF THE RESSBURECTION

The ressurection of Jesus

-
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in all history. When we think of the cross and the ressurection of Jesus

part of Christianity. We will primarily emphasigze the ressurection for life
7

today. But we qggggg_sgﬂgigggfggs ressurection without carefully looking at

some of tugjé;£§£k§>yhich_haxa_heen_maés,upon this amazing thing that Christ

was raised from the dead.

We might @ by saying that@ the religions in the world
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~that this is the only religion that claims a risen, 1iving Lord. Now this is a
--—.____._._-—7

very striking faet since all of the religions have an element of supernatural.
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They all mﬁgﬂ claims concerning mifffifs'
They all make claims regarding scriptures which have been developed.
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All we have in Christianity in common with all other religions these

in Christianis
and f we have the crucified [go

rd, though he vas crueified,




He is still the livin of our faith.

| Now, to see qu;gzzzggiof this, one might go to the igland of
e k.

Salom off the coast of ;g dia, and one might go there on a given Sunday, and

discover a temgle, the[;; This tgmple of the tooth is supposed to

bge the tooth of Buddha which is preserved under g_g;%ﬁs cage in this gplden dome

temple. They tell us that on gny given day, you might see an eudlass_lieg of
v

people winding their way up the mountainside going into this temple either to
—_——

kiss or to touch this bit of remains which has been left of Buddha preserved in

this temple. There was probably several Bu s. There have been in(EEEZ;EE}of

history mx several different Buddhas, but there nevertheless is the point here that
=

this is the remains of a dead Buddha, and the important thing to know is that the
o /

temple here is a way to preserve and to record the death of this Buddha, or god,

and the remains which they have preserved through the years for this cause.

Another intgr_gsm.g_LliLgaw you may take would hich

there
is loc’a_j;_e_d_far down in Arabia _in that that is a famw

or rock in which they say lie the remains of Mohammed. As you know, the

%

of)ip_b.amgd all want to make a pilgrimmag;: to thig tomb, andfonly jthe Mosleéms are

t desire of a lifetime, to come here, to

permitted to go in, and this is the grea

malke yorrr Pilgl'immage

s and to bow do b
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pretense that he is not dead because here is the evidence that this mortal mag
3 E:

died and is buried in tomb, and they come here to pay their worship.

You might in the next place take a trip to(the Kremlin Fnd go to

_Moscow there where you will discover have been entombed the remains of Lenin.
"‘-—-—-""‘"“_/ —_— e ——————

They have used the best kpown embalming methods to preserve his body, and it is

encased in this plass_cover, and they say that endless lines of .people come by
L e e ——

many to Eggh that way or to Eggph or to %igs-and to here pay their homage to

the founder of what we know as communism. In that illustration you have a

.

modern parallel of a false faith which has captured and taken in literally millions
of followers in our day.

As you think of these contrasts which I have given you, if there has

been no ressurection of our Lord, then there would not have been any New Testament.
There would have never been any band of believers, followers, if Jesus had not come
forth from the grave,

Now, the(followers%of Jesug did not hide the fact that they were a little
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bit disappointed when Jesus died on the cross. They were somewhat mixedxasx with mixed

emotions as to what exactly they would do. Simon one of the most out-spoken

followers of Jesus went so far as to say, 'I go’é—fishing.” And most of the disciples

went along with him, because they had hoped in Jesus to be their leader, and now




Jesus had been slain. Surely the Messiah had not come, and without the ressurection,
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there would have been no faith for the future.

Now, it is very@for us to see at this Faster season as we think

about the ressurection, that the most scholarly people in tl well as in the

jszfﬂlEs have made an all-out attack jpam upon this great =k fact of history, the

ressurection.

T want to trace two or three of these beliefs this morning for you

because Ggé;%;}:we respond to this event has a great deal to do with our faigh.
Now, if we go way back to the there was a great[lGerman scholar, Strauss
. il = e

He set his mind ifi that year to write a book about the life of Jesus. The entire
L ——— 0 =

study was to discredit all of the miraculous things about Jesus, and to discredit
e &

these things. He began writing with the assumption that miracles just didn't hEpERE

happen. Therefore, he had a problem when he came to deal with the accounts of the
- s

g08s . He said that erFything happened according to science, and that these

,—

things happen without intervention. But here in the gospels he found things that

Lo

wer e happening according to prophesy and he just couldn't believe that men pot up

(

and walked out of graves.

So when he came to the ressurectign of Jesus, he negidses decided that

he would have to explain that in some other way than as just a miraecle., 1Ie began
—————— : . -
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his thesis by underlining all of the miracles of Jesus. For example, he took

the miracle-of theffeeding of the £ n which the little boy brought

his ;;ah and loaves to Jesus in this way. You remember there was a great abundance

li_f’;,o/ue,t._, s0 he (said that Jesus was embarrassed with this great crowd, and this
little boy had his lunch hidden in his cloak, so he opened his coat and took out

his lunch of the fish and the loaves. And then he said that all the other people

on the hillside at that time am had also brought their lunches, and so they opemed

their_ coats and pulled out their lupchjes, and there q&&zgg,ahundaefe of food for

everyone and a great deal left over, and this was his explanation of that miracle.

The miracle of Jesusﬁwalkiug on E]g&%er) this scholar said that in

explaning this, he says, Do you not note that immediately following this statement,

L}

the scripture says that the bow;hﬁ.ﬁhore. So he carefully describes the
refully descrines

scene as Jesus had been walking along the shore and there was a fog settling, and

the bWe, and he was walking up on the land. So his real

explanation is that the disciples were mistaken, that Jegus was merely walking along

thﬁfﬂxg_:g, and twh_im in the fog, and they were deceived, and they thought that

he was walking on the water when actually he was walking on the shoreline all the time.

Now, Strauss @lains the Crucif'iw'lrm>f Jesus and his death on the cross




in the same way. He says that they merely Egz_hlm_nn_the_nxgﬁs, and that in that
hot sun that Jesus merely gwogned on_the cross because he says then quotes and
B‘_-——'—, - {‘_-ﬁ-—-—__-‘

says, Does not the scripture say that it was nﬁéf:fff:ﬁffﬁffb and they took him
down-from the Emxs cross? And they st have him from t ss and in the

tomb before the Sabbath begins. And this he says rushed kiwm them to the extent

—

that they had not time to embalm the body or to give it the treatment with the
/7

spices as was the custom of the Jews before it was entombed. And that iSEﬁ;;}the

P

women were coming % on the first day of the week to anngint the body with the
f;.—-"" 7 [ —

spices, so says Strauss.
- .

- And so %;;gggs goes on the explain this by saying that as th

came that drus Jesus k in th the tomb @£ had time to revive, and so

—

he thought\to himself, Well, now I can proclaim to these that I have been raised
- L ==

from the dead, and then I will be worshipped as a god. So what he afggally_says—
———

is that J%EES did not really g;e on the cross, and that the ressurection is only

evidence that he was ;Ezizgg_ixnmﬁé‘§¥ggp, and that he actually had not died at all.

But the thing that this infidel along with others who txy to explain

e

e

(&8

away the ressurection of Jesus

—

now willing to give their 1i

to recg "opld these disciples who were

eS_and themselves for ths living Christ because they

00K tion arnc tol it all .
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Perhaps(Z;Q_gﬁ_;hg_mgat_xiggxgus attacks against the ressurection
./"

Bt
has been made in our own day by\BHdteman,/ a schglar in Cermany., Now, he attacks

the ressurection from a different standpoint. He does not try to disprove it,

Pr—r

but he says there is no substantial evidence to suppor the ressurection of Jesus.

ves L
@ and I know the man may have had figgerptints, or he may have had a doctor*s
E;:‘ V—;
certificate that this man may have died. And yet ,‘if)a man did ngE_EEBL_LQ—hﬁli£X?

,7'“ v
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that there had been a ressurection, then no g@dﬁht of proof would satisfy his lack
o

of faith.
It is really pogsible for(unbeligﬁ to be _so strffg in an individual's
= B —
life that no of evidence really could or can change his mind about it. This

is true in the opdinary things of life. You lnow exactly what I am speaking about.
¥
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But what we have in ﬂua%ospels}is an eye—witnessdigggggg of men who

saw, Whg”hgliﬁved, and who have given to us the truth of the account. And of course,

you and I have watched men in_gghgl%;f thxaugh go on through life many times like
I il el

these scholars that I have mentioned, and yet will not believe in the living Lord.

How, of courseS*%uteman ;l

ight in part of his thedlozy in that he says that this

life of Christ is_the impo

ag;,;%épg, fmk that ought to be living in our life. But

he wrong when he demies the ressurection story. I think this is true today. Even
as ut it when he made it very clear that (if Jesus did not come Kxmghk fl{hrllh from
o -




the grave, then outr faith is v%i’, Because only on the basis of the ressurection
.

can we have any foundation for our faith today.

There have been severalG;:;;;;\upon the ressu;ﬁgﬁ%pn in our, own

day. Tor example, there wa Robertsonjjof England just a while back who

wrote the book entitled, "Honest God." He wrote in his book that it is impossible
b R T ———

for modern man to beliqu_igegéﬁgg}gs. For modern man to believe that Jesus came down
(= Sa— . 7
from Effggn, that he lived, was bgffﬁggégjgirgin, spent his life among men, and then

died and was raised again, this he says,.is(iop much for modern man to believej He
i ,;)

goes about his explanation in an existéntial way of egplgiging the ressurection of

Jesus. I guess the simglest wa; to state it would be that (he) said Jesus was placed

in ti rave, the church was ressurected. So really, what he means is that Jesus
‘P=;E:§’7r 6::2==== o e p——
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did_not come gggth from the tgmb bodi%y, but that the church, the body of Christ
in a(?ymbolic way! is the risen bodg;g£7£esus, and that Jeggg_lixes_;h;ough the body

of the church. He is very careful to say this. The ressurection which he sets forth
W‘? ——

is the ressurection of the chur .

®
N

Now, this is the only ressurection he says that we need. This seems to be

/

an t. idea which is picked up in which there is hope in the Jewish family,
| S Ty
and there was somewhat of a cooperativg Eggg in the family which would carry over in

the future, and there would be life for the family. And of course, many of the J




did not have this hope of the ressurection. But in the book of RziaxRsima

Psalms and Job and Daniel), you have the teaching concerping the blessed hope

— — /'

that there would be a ;gssuxgnzign. And some of them only had hope as perhaps

the ééggglhad taught in New Testament time, and this may have been their only

i

hope for amy kin /of’/f;:/jr ressurection in the future, So this would be in a

group, not as an Andividual, and so this really would not be a satisfactory amswer

because it would give no hope to the individual ressurection, and it denies the

ressurection of Jesus Christ, and it tQEggi_QEEEE_EBQE_QEEQL%x what happened on

the Ebifﬂ_ggy when the disciples came and discovered that the tomb was empty.

When these fisciples'wher went down to the garden to discover what
——
was there, they actually fdund and discovered that there had pggg_g_:essurention-

Now, when we make the contrast with all of the scholars and other

sources to which I referred to in this message, I think it would be well for us a

moment to spend time as to(éz:lye believe in the ressurectjon of Jesus.N)Now, there

—

are(gééggggg_pake and discgedit even the virgin birth of Jesus and say that there
™~

are comparative stor Greek mythology, but there is nothing to contrast with it

in all the world.

P
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Even more we can say that ressurection of Jesus is without parallel,

even though men may try to make a contrast with other ressurections.
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Now if you will turn with me to )\ you will have some of the

O :
nigst remarkablejwords ever spoken. It begins by telling you how th
=
to the tomb wondering i%hzggégg:lhow or who would roll away the stone, for it
. = k —— /

LS

was very great. And when they arrived, the stome had already been rolled back.

V%§§§£;>; And entering into the sepulchre, they Sff;éilﬁfﬂgéé%%gzﬁiifégg
7 .—-——7 - e =

on the right side clothed in a long white garment, and they were afraid. You will

notice here that they reacted in a guite natural.ﬁgy. You will notice here that this
eve-witness account says that there was one man, and he was seated on the right side.
\\__—_'————'7

Now, in reading in the gospel of Luke, we read that there were two men EXEx present.

And when you turn back to the hook of Matthew, it says that there was one man, an

angel, he was xgffmxed referred to as an angel in Matthew's account. Now,%fj!somebody
were going to_relate a fictitious story, they would have gotten together and tried to

have gotten their stories straight. But this is the natural, normal way of recording

7

the accouht of a witness.

You remember how things are recorded in a An attorney may

be able to cross up a witnegs as he asks questions of the witness, and he does so

by not sticking to the main detalls of the event, but often he will a

ra——

questions that he will ask questions that mkxw the witness has not a%§%%§ upon with

the defending lawyer and with the others who were involved, and the fuk tﬁ&§§=giléq

=
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come out, and the man will give the account as it ought to be given. I think
‘\____,.—-ul-—

this is the same thing that happens when you have a jury and they listen to
i
v d

witnesses speak. There may be a little different stery as the witnesses tell

it, but the jury listening knows that each person is giving his eye-witness account.

1

7

In other words, he is t%%%éggqizwas_hg_gggerienced“}t, and so it may have some
o T

slight variation,
i

I think this is the way that we have these accounts, that one of

these women says that she had talked with him-apd that this man told her that

He was not there. . Add ggry Magdelene remembered this story just exactly how it

happened to her. And they did not try to get together on their stories, but each
. — -

individual as she had the experience of meeting the living Lord related his account.

We are told in évsrgﬁéccount}here that khe tomb was sealed and we are

also told in every account that the tomb was %uardeg, heavily guarded. These Roman

soldiers hired by the government were placed there to guard his grave. %hesr All

that thesecg:;;EQ had to do then was get together and say, We say his disciples come

and take Him away His body and remove it, or, Someone stole it while we were there,
e ——

——

and they could have sought to discredit the ressurection through that way. But they
L8

did not do that because tﬁgzkpou}d not really produce a body, and they did not undermine

v

the witness of the apostles,
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Only a miracle of God brought forth Jgg rom the grave.
= M
Now,c:;believe in the ressurection of Jesus because of the story
given us in the gospels. I think that all of us today can safely base our belief

in the ressurection of Jesus because of what we find here in the/gggigz

Furthermore,(é?base my belief in the ressurectionflon the life lived
hyfzggiL disciplagj}ollowing the ressurection of Jesus., These disciples went
S — ot \‘_'__——-———'__-.-
: S 7
f?xth and were willing to pour out thgi;_li;;s for this. Now, %Eﬁ;hey had gotten

together and this was some fictitious story which they were supporting and livin

by, they would have never been willing to have given their lives to it. Dp you

think that these disciples would have given up their h s and their lands, and
L ———— - —— )

fled and gone across seas and faced the wild beagts at TFphesns and some of them
S L

digd on flaming crosses to please the Emperor,ﬂggyfhe ressurection had pot bheen
a fact? These honest men, some of them fisherman, some of them tqétfgfiigigys,

they were not deceived, but they were honest men, and they went forth giving their
C TR —_—

lives to this fact. There really is fact of the ressurect,’ion t}iat is more
importagfzto me today than that these men beliew , they lived it, and they

Egged their entire hope upon it. What they saw and what they felt transformed
[

their lives. And you and I can risk our hope and future upon this same basis.
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No matter how much we believe in the ressurection because of the

o <

scriptures and the %Sgggl, and no matter how much you helieve the ressurection
because of Htifllig and EEE’EQLBESS of the disciples, éi& an can really come to

believe in the ressurection(ggggiﬁhe is confronted with it and he personally
Z — 7 - //

believes and[meets the 1ivin2_§i§5§=ég£€>

It is then that there is jW’ but it is this,

that Jesus liveg, and he lives now. He comes into our presence through the
—~— " ———

spirit, and if you have had t@is experignce, you know that you have been in -
M%W _me_.o&a;w/% WW’WW“%

eklowship with Him and it has beep real and, genuine. A 9
M%W uwmﬂﬂmm?gwé%hw%&’o‘b Clowd

There ought to be a certainty in your heart that you know that you

have met him, that He lives within your heart, that though you die, you will go
;:..___,.--—- g v

saying, "I know in whom I have believed." And you will be really more certain of

Him tham you will be of your own life, certain that He lives within your life.

Now, when this becomes real within your heart, then you will come to

the place where the ressurection is a triumphant victory. Iq ééssia %here has been

a systematic attempt for many years to qige out Christianity. They have tried to

stamp out all religions in Ruasia. There happened an incident or an event at Easter

time many years ago down in the provice of an i i .
¥ ¥ g P Ic : 'gffffff_ nteresting event Down in

that province many of the Christians that were left had been imprisoned, and some had

— —_
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persecuted. A young officer sought to persecute them further. Some few had

given up their faith, but many of the older people had held fast to their belief.
—_—

It happened that on a Saturday evening just before Easter, the day before Easter
R B

v

Sunday, this young leader was carrying out a tirade against Christianity especially,
- ' =

and he had much to say against their Easter ideas. He Zkme knew that it was
Y

(:customary Eor the Christian as he greeted another Christian on Easter morning to
say,(fée is risen.') And the other Christian would reply,(f;es, He is risen indegd."
= : 7~

This young officer after he had ridiculed the-—idea, asked the question,

"as anyone in this hall still the faith and belief ip_such a thing as th?eifEEEEESEESEE"

Thers was not 8 sguad. Some of the yow@lﬁ—% their feet in the manner

“stood up and made his way to the front, and as he

—

of derision, and then a
‘f_‘f

cane, this young Russian officer thought, "Well, this old man will ma%a—e—£oal_nut

=

of himself, and this crowd will turn and rjdieule him." The old man on reaching the

fEEEElJ§§£§><”He is risen.s And when the old man said that, it seemed almost as a
“n%EEE_EEEQDg’ the cxpwd said(::?es, He is risen indeed!"
p—— = —ihq:fEEEE;;=::::§EEEEf::;;

the
With that, 3 young Russian officer stomped out of the room shaking

i /

his head.

Though \men)may try to destroy Him, and men may deny Him, the risen

- S — M

Christ still ge=s marghes on. Now, this is the meaning of the ressurection.
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