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The resurrection and it's dogtrime is that a man stands up again after he
dieg, He comes back to.life in the body. ‘23} is approaching here the climax
of a great message.in-the.book of Corinthians. ggsffgfg_gg;gg’;eachers in Corinth
nie e _resurrection of the dead is very plain.
related to the Sadducees who were converted
resurrection,

What their grounds were, is

They denied the. .doctrine of the
Paul goes at this subject from many different points of view.
And he uqﬁg&ﬂgﬂg;ﬁgﬂggxgxﬁ an emptiness that so

has preached the message of the cross.

their beliefs about the resurrection.
the Gospel

rs had. (fe
y ‘
And he rebukes.them.for.their errors and

The resurrection was the principle part of

REEiiEQEEgh§reatest evidence

of Christianity.
r
God's power. It is the greatest EEE%; of the Gospel
of our faith

It is the greatest exhibition of
the human heart.
"‘H-_.,z‘

It is the greatest reality
And it 1is the EEEEEEﬁLa@ﬁﬁQEﬂnﬁﬁ of coming Clorv.
The New Testament,

S A

This fact thrills
It is a fact that is mentioned directly more than/ 100 tlmes in
dead shall take place.

=

It is the sum total of human hope that the resurrection of the

subject and is very specific.

Here we have in this section of Scripture one of the oldest written accounts of

the rgggzzsggiggﬂgﬁmghglgt, and the resurrection of the body. Paul introduces this

[0}

‘\
<__ kﬁg} brings people very.gssg_sgﬁnggxs%) Right up to the € ldengatei>in full view.

He helps them to come to a verdict about the Gospel

27
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I want toéarranéé}this chapter 1359(3 door on three h}ngeg. And the door is

= eaes
pretty steady and sturdy with three hinges to swing from. The first hinge is the

foundat — V. 1-19. The second hinge is the foreshadow - V. 20-29, And the third
‘JL%T _---—7

hinge is finalizatio&,— V. 35-56.

T. FOUNDATION = V,1-19...

Foundation of the resurrection. Paulf;un% over agaigﬂkgg%ﬁs,these people the

\s \ 'g_qod n__g}gﬂg‘}which he had brought to them before. It is news that he had invented

- more over, brethren, I have preached unto you which also ye have received. And

wherein you stand - V. 1. This news was something they had received.

mmmmmm

The(ggggugéﬁﬂ is always something that comes to us from someone who has_already

S ——

ossessed it. No man ever inve for himself. In)a sense, no man ever

P Q mg%&mll.%,&%syl I

discovers it by himself. This is the v x unction of the church —— to transmit the
e y -h£ iw *—71

S e L

good news. No man can hide and received Jesus Christ, unless he receives it somehow

in the fellowship of the church.

g,

Paul says this is something that = in which you have stood. | The very first
? Bt iRl Mh T

function of the good_igews is to give a man stability. TIn a dangerous slippery world

e, s D h i

o v

it has kept him on his feet.

N lly translates Job 4:4 - Your words have kept men_on their fe_g.t;!'

This is exactly what the word of the Gogpel does.

e W By which also ve are.sawved. The Gospel is something by which these people

p et

have been saved. The very glorious salvation. Tes it' i
Y £ alvation s it's going from glory to glory.
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It is not something which is ever completed in this world. And the means of salvation

is something in which a man can never exhaust.

It is also something to keep in memory. If you hold on to this, life, he says -

may bring things that happen to us and baffle us. But it is ﬁ} o,ﬂ something.that you. .

hold on too artificially. We tend to accept things because they were told, or because

 ——

they are second hand. DNow Paul is saying @which or so you were saved, Here is

the awful possibility that grips his mind. he thinks of this congregation. That

e

max after all, they have believed in vain.

SR IRN

with some _the facts.here. And he is going to get the

true facts out.

Le i\
\E;gg?— First of all he says, my message was how Christ died for our sins.
According to the Scriptures. There's no second hand about this. This is the nut

shell of the Gospel. That here wase %w o _came and lived 2, 000 years ago. Who

-.ﬂmw‘q“’-](

wiJ:ked upon ghga&g;éh and who was cmﬂmﬁg@ of Jerus\&ﬁsm. And was buried.

And then on the third day he arose. This is God's anointed ggg. And Paul says fgﬁ
e e ] At A%

our sins _he w&gﬂbur%ed. And his body was raised on the third day.
o

These facts are linked together. ﬁ% _you take anythlng amg; —{fou have no Gospel;
o 3 y,

s i L
|

A ;' ross without a resurrection is no Gospel. These things -- he died, he was b d,
and he_i£ggg again constitutes thefébundation:}f our Christian faith. And 12 simple
men, most of them fishermen, never have turned the world upside down unless all of these

facts were true.
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What about the evidence of these facts. Death is not physical separation

from existence but separation from God and eternity. Jesus should never have died.

it él rly his death t d & But Qe died for ouL SiNSe
Quite ea’y is de was not _ W ukg_eée or o

% Christ died, is the( foundation} Everybody remembering that dreadful day when
P \ : o= P— 4 . T M_‘h
the sun went , at noonday behind the blood splotted cross - on a bloody hill said

he is dead.

The hardened Roman goldier gamblers at the cross, said he is degd
: o =

The curious |

Foolish{ Pilat% letting his own interest trample his conscience said - he is dead.

The Phariseeg and the smug élémaid he is dead.
1 sz -

i

Sadduc;s who ignored the. super-natural, or even divine hope for the ages

said, he is dead.

2
Th@hat mocked him in his agony said he is dead.

EEE

R

{
The Centurion ¥ho supervised the crucifixion said he is dg:-,_t‘g.\.‘-

'."_"‘Mary), the woman who had pierced her soul said he is dead.

Sl SaS—— it

¥
His Disciples who were s% with the horrors of the cross said he is dead.
— e = 3 i
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His\agguain;;%}es and the(%o;;;‘;ho followed from Galilee _beholding him from

O ES

afar said he is dead.

VE[E?&-And that he was buried and that he arose a ai according
o EEros R .

to the Scriptures.

s

He W&S(bu 1ed> The&g}ngdng about which he t%%ggdvbecame narrow to the dgm§g§$gns

of the grgve. The robei which men had hoped he would wear - disappeared as he

- il

occupied the tomb.

His éeepter or reed, and his(EEEEQ of thorns used for his cormation, were flung

aside. His only throne was a cross. His only/ embiﬁh was the m marks of scourge on
Mﬂ?‘

\

&

his naked back. His message was a lonely cry. His onlyﬁydgg“f M:E\was a_sponge filled

iy

with vinegar. And then his last wo;d and final word - death& Where all flowers are

AT
e

faded. On coffin, lids, or trampled into the dust. Death, whoseag y pd%\\h is_a huge
#“ PP e
place and he had been numbered _among, the victims. The dark tomb, the pleasure fountains

T e g

had passed. He had wept over Jerusalem. And he was dead. Andfﬁauf)said he was buried.

— L‘;:;,;;- T s G
And at that tremendous moment, when Jesus cried with a shout of victory —-~i¢wis
e TR SR R N R R R O -v-—-—! i

t e
fé&égggdi The hand of Cod stretched forth from Heayﬁg and took hold of the ve11 ‘of

T B G N IR A e L
\-’;

.f,;p1e> and ripped it from the _top.. to. the bottom, Now.dugould have done that.

And the veil would have kept humanity back from the glory of the presence of God.

p=an R=\ &
“v,xﬁ _M “\'Ot“" r

And the veil through which only one maﬁ} once a year, on the atonement could pass

i,y e

in order to make a sacrifice for his own sins and the sins of the people was rant. 5o

that all might enter the presence of God.frﬁdaﬁpecgyse of what happened at the cross,

what about these evidences that Paul brings forth of the resurrection. Without it you
just cannot explain the existence of the church at all. The resurrection was vital.

Immediately after the cross, the Disciples were separated. The birth and the growth

of the church is one great evidence that Jesus Christ arose again.
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Christ was buried and he arose according to the Scriptures.

The evidences, Paul said, are very clear.

v i ““-\
Vﬁ:;:r He said he was seen of Cephug\ ﬁ:i:}\who had wronged Jesus, and Peter

who had wept in the very earliest account of the resurrection story. The word
TETRAOTE

_— S _‘r e : m:m
appearances of the risen Lord, was to a disciple who hagd’ denied hiu;mv r"p
O
\._._ﬁ ,Lwé'

(This is the wonder of love and grace. chers/might have hated Peter forever.
v E ey MR TR G e T E — e

V. After that he was seen of about 500 of the brethren, at once.
==

E@- He was seen o The brother of our Lord., And the one who was

in charge of the_ehurch., This i;\;;;E‘of the evidence, he says, of the foundation

of the Gospel.

@_ﬁgs__gat @you would like to check this stogy/ out, a great part of those

500 still remain alive. You may/ga_lllL_to_them. It is not just a vision that some
. 3 )

people have,

vV, 7 - After that he was seen of James.

- At last he was seen of . And he speaks of himself as one of the least

on that never to he forgotten day on the road to pﬁﬁggzﬁgk When he had been perse-

cMh, st met him. Paul has brought now all the evidences of
i

the Gospel, the foundation, the facts that are completely unshakeable.




And he@ in V. 8 and 9, that He persecuted

the church, T merely thought myself to be right., But I was going contrary to Jesus
e

Christ.

V.g 10)- He says there was aéevolution £ character) By the prace of Cod, I
* 7 7 T

am what T am. Phil. 3:8,

Also in V. 10 - There was aéedirectionj)of his life. And of his energy. He began
to reach forth to the mark of the high calling. He saw the(%earlie gates)beginning to

open., Soon he would see his Saviour face to face.

5

on of the Gospel gotten ahold of you yet. 01_:(:: Et just a theo;r

in your mind and in your life. (Does Et really have dynamic pg\tgr, in your life.

This is the@moving thing in _all the story of Jesus. That of his first

—_—

appearances when he arose from the tomb, were to men that had cruelly
— — i

ey

and who were sorry for it. Jesus always meets the penitent and the contri
> <l

far more than half way.
£ more Tham ha’ - wa

V:@Theprecious thing in the world - that appeared also to
. —

him.

He tells this in humility - he is l,eﬂ:_O_thuuﬁ%les. And@\]/never would

have claimed that he was a self-made man. @as by the grace of God that he was
N

what le was. And Cod had enabled him to do what he had been doing.

&@The}'e were @wbo doubted this foundation which Paul proclaimed in

—_—

the Gospel. They said flatly, dead men do not rise again.
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Paul's answer is -Q:)gpu take up that pos;E;on, it means that Jesus Christ

has not risen again. And it also means that the whole Christian faith is wrecked.

The whole foundation of the Gospel is destroyed.

that/was it that made Paul regard a belief in the resurrection of Jesus as

absolutely essentia What was the great values and the great truths that it

conserves.

There were some great facts which Paul gave attention too. And felt were

necessary.

~— @- Th@ is, his ﬁ;reaching is vain) All of the truth that-he had
= = L7 rd

proclaimed is of no value. Then Ch{iEELEJgEL;ggE%EEEX_Was untrue. He had given
0 va._ue

—

us the promise that I will arise again. Destroy this temple or body, and in three

days I will raise it up. John 2:19,

(géggagk é;ith is vain or false;) His Disciples were completely deceived.
= : i e

This was the keynote of their joyful_EggE%gony. They taught people and preached

Jesus through the resurrection of the dead. Act. 4:2. Vhen their Lord was
crucified, the Disciples of all men, were the most miserable. Hiding in shame.
Suddenly there was the most joy and courageous mortals on earth. What had

happened. They had seen their Lord risen from the tomb.

Anotherthing, thé (hristian church is a gigantic fraud it is a majestic

structure without any foundation. If_Ehg;gdis,no_raisingﬁggﬁthe third day - then
: —

this is the emptiest thing in the world. Tt is built on superstition that

Christ arose from the dead. If he did not arise from the grave, then how are we
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to account for the strength that he has given through the ages.

e (Christian experience is a grand elutioni Our assurance of forgiveness,
"

our joy of being justified in the light of God, our wrt and mind, our
answered prayers, our sweet fellowship with God. Our bright hopes for the world
- —————— ]

to come and all the millions in every age who have had these experiences have been

fatally betrayed.

</ >
~ If_l_@ he sf}yé,f@: Eave found gfalse witnesses of Go> Because we have

testified in this way.

-_— And in V@he dead rise not, then Christ is not risen,
\V4 7

Ve, who believe, have been l1qigg_ig_glggglls_paxadés%; Instead of departing
to be with Christ, those who have died in the faith, have perished lik
€ 1e0 = per_suce

——  ——

he says.

—_— - If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most

miserable.

The joygi hopes, and visions of dying Chris%%%g§ have all been falg§5

And this word , we ef all men have stood with expectation = it means

for us to be cast down from the high tower, of blessedness into despair and

ra

darkness.

There will be no resurrection of the dead -2Z§EE:breaching is going to be
v

vain., AFaith,is also vain. We have been false witnesses. And 7

sins.

—
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— In Y. 18 } and é;;}who have died in faith, have perished.
mm—_ et e
The forces which crucified Jesus Were(evil forces) And(ii;¥here was no
V

resurrection--Paul was saying, then these forces of evil were triumphant.
————

And if the resurrection had not taken place, it is that very principle of the

moral order.

II. FORES = =
O
Following the(foundationﬁof the Gosggl °§=EEES£E££££EE;;;E’ Paul now launches
into a(foreshadow -E‘Fhe things to come. But now is Christ risen from the dead
\/1 and become @%e first fruits of them that slepgf What does this really mean to be

alive in the spiritual sense. @has one meaning that the Christian is one who is

e ———

implanted in the power of God.

B

2z,

. There have been two Ydistinct circle;\ﬁn which man has existed. As discussed
—_—

\"'7//
;; //// 1n V. 21, 22,

natural Adam, or we come to the super-natural which we find in the second Adam.

 Tn fhrist) there is the possibility of being

There is one stream of life - but here is another. ©So in Christ, VLJé:) all

Ghould be made aliv;) For ww;h.came also the resurrection.
e /___\
So the n and death came by man. Now Cod made like unto man,

into the rescue. And Jesus came, the seed of woman, to bruise the head of the

serpent, to launch an attack upon the king of darkness.

— The the (kin dom of death) was invaded, bv man,in whose life jthere was
: =g y was nvadeds RY RaR.,. )
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he cross. And he was
no sin at all. stepped douwmn then from the throns_ to the

tempted in all points as we. H‘w;* away and as‘ said on the day

jtt P e holden of it. Acts. 2:24.
of Pentecost — because it was not ossible}thﬁ_}lg_g_h.ould be holden

We look at(a éiant airplaﬁe n a runway, and W.W)m will it ever
o—

i
gg;;ojf. There are hundreds of people, bgg%ge, dead weight. And the e@/%gl ns

to whine, and the aizgzgfg_ggégg_ﬁgﬂnhEhgﬂ;g%ggy. And then it goes off into the

ity ceased. , Here is the implication, that here is the
air. Has>the law of gravity ceas @ s
law in the Christian. (: l_ﬂ.dam, all die. (\I_@Christ, all are going to be made alive.
But here is a fgreshadoﬁ; Christ is t@g(fi;gz_f;§§€§?ﬁ Now that gogs_hank_2+ﬂﬂg;

years. Cod's salvation depends upon that fact. @Jesus did not rise from the
‘_______—v——'———__ =

dead en everything else is fraud. 1f Jesus is not risen, then our faith is

-

empty, and our preaching is useless. And there is no hope beyond the grave for
-_— e

anybody. Our hope is hopeless.

But Paul says he is risen - the evidence is the first fruits. There is the

Y
oreshadow, of the resurrection of the dead. He is looking back to the day when

Christ arose from the dead. He looks ahead and he says afterwards, they that are

Christ that are coming - there is going to be a resurrection day.

EJ__@— Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom of
- — — -
=

God,

Then our preaching is not vain. Our Gospel stands good and true. Then our

faith is not vain. We are not trusting in a dead saviour - but to Him who is the

resurrection and the life.
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Then we are not now in our sins. qgg died for our sins -di:é)death paid the
price. Then (Eé;;>who have fallen asleep in Christ q;g_gg;_pgzisegd. Zé;élggﬂgge
not of all men most miserable. But here is the(first fruits of all of them that

= L A irs

~
@ And the @ord translated here means that those bodies lying in the cemetery

- is translated from which come emetery. 51_19»;;_;@; fruits, of.

t@gg_g&gg_gégsg. The harvest festival., The first fruits of theirqggaﬁilhAnd he
is brought before Jehovah God, as the law of the(fggét f the Passo§§} when
everyone commemorated it. The harvest, the in-gathzzj;§%h;;_;;;;1ﬂ;;ing the
fruits of thg first harvest>unt_o_!:_b_e_,priest and WM_OLE_M?TI to be accepted

of you. On the morrow after the Sabbath, the priest shall wave it, Lev. 23:10=11.

@D They mus

Ltz
specially-preparedsoil., They must come ZTrom. ypical field. When thg__'bir_l_ez

o " oom—

was cut, it was brought to the It was th;gghed with soft cane so as not
e e —
to_bruise it. It was then parched over the fire, so that every @a—i\n\was touched
‘_—,‘__—'_-—-_-w >
by the fire. Tt was then exposed to the wind. So that the chaff was blown away.
> -_—
It was then gro_ugug_a_barley_ngyll. The f’lgg_uf,i;_nﬁﬂe:e.d_lm%d. That was
the uits. (It)is a very significant.ng%e. That after that was done, the

o irley wa o be bought and sold in the shops - a s to be made of
AV -
the new flour. The @fruits wvere a'sign\of the coming harvest.@e regurrection
N e ==

of Jesus was a@of the resurrection of all believers.) Just as the new barley -

the first fruits were dearly offered when the new harvest came in. But it did not

come until Jesus had been raised from the dead.

% Years ago, there was a church i@n that had a harvest thanksgiving.
_ - e

And some people had brought sqme"gifts of corn, for the service. But on Saturday
e - Z -

—

night there came an , and the church was layved in ruins. Months passed
and in the SQEEE%EEEEE)Some one noticed that on the bomb sight where that church
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had stood, there were shoots of green. Summer came and the shoots flourished.
7

And in the Autumn, there was a flourishing patch of corn. GCrowing amist the
rubble, @even the bomb had destroyed and killed the life of the corn that was
e -_— =

in ite seed. ife wag gtronger than dea_gh And the @1 is the final

proof that life is stronger than death. And Paul insists here on the foreshadow
~— ~7
[

of the first fruits, Jesus Christ.

@ another Jewish idea - according to the story of Gen. 3:1-19, 21.

‘ 1er_Jewlsn ¥ 2800y

Through (Adam sin and@eath came).) V.@ he argues the unive:sqa_l__e.ff_yt of the
e = :

resurrection. By using @_s__’cj}g)_m,eﬁof Christ, Rom 5:12, 21, Adam's death

came to all men. @hRrist's) a is possible fo all men. And so the father of

the whole world of men was as it were in him. And when he sinned, all sinned.

But the coming of Christ broke that chain. And there are two facts that are

everlasting and contrasting. Adam is sin and death. Christ is goodness and life.
— Z ' P s

Now whatever we may think about that, or the thinking may be about that today,
it is very convincing that Jesus Christ is the new power that came into the world

to liberate men from the sin of death.

e moving -en—to—the closing part of this chapter, I want to say just a

word about V.. @shall they do that are baptized for the dead. If the
dead rise not at all. do they then baptize for d. Now here is a
R Thee A0 A

question that poses gome difficulty in an interpretation of it. And there is

a truth that we can get out his+—The wor used in this phrase means

@JVE or over,
e e e

g @, the meaning of the Q%r and aboﬁ - some sctlg}dars have said that those

who get themselves baptized (over the graves of the martvrsy Now this idea would

It means, instead of on, behalf of. It means over and above.

—e

be very meaning. Being baptized on sacred ground. The thought of the unseen crowd

——————
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of witnesses all around. It is a very attractive idea. It is a lovely idea. But

we do not think that this is probably the meaning of this scripture.

s
The nterpretation of the word@nstead of or in behal_f,gf) If we take
< o

it that way, there are &Egéglggggibilg;ies. Tirsty those who get themselves
|
baptized in order to fill up vdcant places in the church, Which the dead-haveteft.

Now again that is a great fault. The idea of new believers - the young Christian

comes into the church like a new recruit, He takes the place of a veteran. Who has
e =

served many campaigns. And that is a precious thought. The church does need

re-enforcements and replacements. And new members when the membership is depleated.

C =
Now h;égglr idea‘that has been suggested is, those whoag;t themselves baptized

olm_of__,me_f:> for_an affection for the dead.

Again that is a precious idea. We know it to e -@ of us came

into the church because we knew someone whom we had-leved, who had loved us, and

died praying and hoping for us. That is another interpretation that might be placed

on that Scripture.

Oncégggéigi_phere is another way of looking at it from the standpoint of questions

that may have existed in that early church, Eﬁéﬁ)th& church practiced the question

of vicarious baptism. That is|if a person intended to become a member, of the church,

who would actually consider or maybe even made a decision - but he digd. Then

sometimes someone else humbled themselves and underwent baptism for him after he
_____—-—-—'_—‘—-_________  —

—— e —

died. It was a kind of baptism by Pro That really is a superstitious way of

_approval on this, and he is saying, if
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there is no more direction, é§>there is no resurrection gzgm_ghg_deadT—thnggad
7 7

will not come forth.
e

<ﬁ§;§>is the use of being baptized for the dng. Jesus Christ is alive - if
N— :

not, why be baptized in the name of a dead Saviour.

f Christ is dead, there is no point in it anygiys. So Paul says, if it is

not true that Christ lives, then why should we be baptized.

Therefore, foreshadews of the resurrection of the dead, if there is no risen

Christ, the tomb is as worthless as any tomb. There is a cross - no more than a

martyrs cross.

y L

isen Chris/t, death the king of terror.=With no arrival - it is a black
shadow. =And there will be no trumpet to sound. From eternal sleep.”™ And the
whole history of Christianity is without intelligence.=If there is no risen
Christ, no first fruits, no foreshadow, then there will be no seeing again of the
faces of our redeemed dead.—=The dear sweet faces which we have loved long since,
and lost awhile.,=And so we go into deep mourning and just await the final judgement

iy
with no comfort at all. .

ITI. FINALIZATTION _

V. 35 = 56

S
I know that we are(égggigg these hinges on pretty fast. Th%/foundation of the
: Sail = 2R e

—
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Gospel - the firéEilQ_verééEy the(ééggggg;;;\hhich are the first fruits. V. 20-34.

And the finalization of the resurrection of the dead, Paul comes on up to a victorious

fr_.;t;ure, ult_ima ctory that will come. V._(_ 35;) fjﬂ&@@—ﬁ
w@ thejlaﬁgt{:on, _en.'_etfhe_ge_ad_ra.ised—-u-p. And with what body do they come.

Now this opens up the opportunity for Paul to bring the final future understanding

of the resurrection of the dead.

glg:gg— Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened except t e. As

explained in the first fruits, Christ must die first. Before he can produce. And
that which thou sowest, thou sowest not to the body, that shall be the bad grain.

Tt may chance of wheat or some other grain. But giveth of the body as it

pleaseth him. To every seed, then his own body. So in this section then, we ask

questions that he wants to answer. @are the dead raised up and with what body

do they come. Inspite of all that Paul has said, there are some people who will
e

not be satisfied. This is the auestion of a skeptic.

We could through this - @ who have lavish funerals that delay the
: v
inroads of disintegration. -Whose bodies have been smashed to bits b
— mELEREROC @ L L2l uog, by

ac:_:j.dsﬁf. Or who have been d_:ﬂn’in_tha_danthwan. Or there are those

who have been buried by cremation. Because of the lack of cemetery space - what

7

about them.

@ are the dead rai . Ve could ask the same question tha asked

King Agrippa’ @should it be thought a_thing incredible with you that God should

P

raise the dead. ~Acts 26:/ " Q{@do we face this ques:gon in the minds of many.

How could ashes that are scattered, and elements and bones in the depths of the
<~ - ~
sea, and bodies that have gone back to mere dust, be brought together again.
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(ﬁé} does the Holy Spirit answer these very natural questions. How are the

dead raised - with what body do they come.

Heavgn

V— Paul said, oh foolish one. Paul had a brilliant understanding of

the Scriptures. So he had no problem in his mind about this.

He o@ he st—que on , @are the dead raised up, V. 36, %? He gives

a é::;;l illustration of death. That is an illustration and example.
\\v

The(-;econ@ question, with what body do they come, V. 39, 43, He points out and
-\/ g

shows us the distinctions that are essential., V. 44, 50.
Vv

It is @beyond all possible doubt that the dead are raised ug. It should

(ﬁ?@} a big difference on QSE_Eg_l;xg_our lives here. If we know this. If

dust and ashes are in fact, the end. If the cemetery is the end, we are indeed

finished.

And Paul might well say, eat and drink for tomorrow we die. The dead are

raised up, and if a man in his flesh must see God, if there is an appointment for

him waiting for each one of us. That day is going to be important.

Paul, in dealing with them, about the resurrection body - he takes the seed

in V. 36. That was put in the ground and dies, but in , it rises again.

And it rises with a very different kind of body, from which it was sown. The seed

is dissolved. But it rises with a vastly different body that God gave it. So these

earthly bodies will be buried and will dissolve. Be dissolved by death. So in this
— V

verse he says, that grain of wheat» first take it in your hand and theq:§i§£E>it
a(:;; At> G —

in_the ground. Wl]at happem;é ih&dies, but soon you will see a green shoot,

Unmistakeably it comes alive again. MNot the same grain you put in but there is a plant.
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It is amazing and it is a miracle. And it comes out of that grain that you put in

the ground. It dies and it is quickened to life. QE;EQ said, except the wheat

falleth into the ground and die, it abideth a But if it die, it bringth forth

much fruit. John 12:24. The history of the resurrection of the body is no greater

than that. @;:}ou refuse to beliene_:he.xesuxxec:%gn of the body, then Iogicallv,]

-

vou say:%'I don't believe in harvest. Because I don'"t understand the process. If

you look at that grain that you put in the ground, and then in a few months, you have
harvest. Here is a new life, and a new plant out of old grain. As planted in death.

And you can only explain the miracle of its growth if you put God behind it.

ﬁHLE;;)_ The next basic principle that Paul lays down, is that in the world even

as we know it, there is not one kind of hody. @;ZE\separate part of creation has i
’ =" 7_’._1‘-‘;5

owvn body. That argument proves that CGod gives to each living creature. A body that

is suitable, and God will give us a body fitted in the resurrection.

gives it a body, as it has pleased him, All the harvest fields of
the world are eternal witness to the work of God. The Lord, 43=E}~the first fruits.

Think of him,(fEEE,the resurrection in a new hggy. And vet the old Qggy. It was

planted into the ground dead, it was raised a new body. Not subject to the laws of
the old body and the limitations of time and space. Paul says there is no difficulty

in believing the resurrection. If you believe in the harvest.

We cannot explain how God does all. But you believe in the resurrection of the

grain.

— The next basic principle he uses in life, that there is development.
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Adam, the first man, was made from the dust of the earth. All flesh on earth

is not the same flesh. There is a flesh of men, beast, fish, birds. And this is

true of the body.

There is one glory of the sun, another of the moon. Another glory of

the stars.

V. 41 = 42 - There i éternal differencéb This is breath-taking. You think

there are@tﬂ people alike. There are wo stars alike. No two fish. No two
o ~ Vs 7

flowers, No two blades of grass. There is an amazing distinction in the glory of

the earthly forms all around us. So also, in the resurrection of the dead.

.~ He @é;;;;g us that the difference that exists here will exig&_ﬁglﬁfgg in the
plory. A Guman personality may be wiped out by a disaster, or by d;issage
t” =

is preserved forever. Just as we have differed in appearances here, we'll differ

there. That is why we will know one another when we get to Heaven.

Gﬁé;have stood by the gravesng of a loved one with our hearts broken. But have
W 2

we see that.

b V. @ Three words) Paul has used to describe it. It was so_w_ra’_imm,

it was sown in dishonor, it was sown in weakness. By the grave we have seen the
T e— pe————
corruption of the human body. (Nolmatter how colorful the funeral may have been,
1—\/

or (how preat the attempt may have been to take away some of the sting from it at the
- _____:.:-

graveside. is Qshono% We had witnessed the @eakness\.) And we have put the

body into the ground. To(&ecayQ_ Tt is alreadvy in the process of decaying.
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Paul tells us however, there is one thing in which we will all be alike.

@ Paul savs, flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of Heaven. When

the we shall all be lifted out of the grave. On that great day.
hat own i rruption i ing to b (éé::g:ﬁg__gz_‘jﬂdiﬁL t
And tha sswn n_corruption is going to be se corru dthino

disease, no pain, no blemish. It is going to be, erfe¢t. It was sown in(dishonor,

it is going to be raised in honor. The bodies of men and women who are redeemed
e
by the blood of Christ, indwealt by the Spirit, are going to become the jewels of

Heaven. So the answer to Paul's question - V. 44 - there is he says a physical

body. And there is a spiritual body. @_IBV_W'I live in a natural body. In leaven,
I am going to live in a spiritual body. This natural body is governed by the soul.
= ~

But it will be delivered in that day, and not bhe subjected to the endless troubles

of defeats and failures here. And the spiritual body is going to be completely

controlled by the spirit of God.

(E:::;kf_ggggg_ggrer his resurrection as he walked down the Emmau
._—-——‘—(,‘-'_‘.’7’l

- he went to the Upper Room. There had never been a resurrection from the dead

i

until then.

You might ask what about Lazarus. Lazarus was not resurrected from the dead.

He was revived from the dead. And because he still had a body that was weak and

decaying, he went back into the tomb. Vhen C he was beyond the limitations

and the weaknesses of the human body. And he comes through and did not even need to
S *\/—f

open doors.

was Jesus brought out of the grave. And his resurrection body set free.

V. 45 - The first man, Adam, was made a living soul. The second man, Adam, a quickening
quianel

PR D .
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The image of the earth is indeed failure, sickness, and pain.

V. 49 - But flesh and blood cannot inherit the kindom.

o We c@ the future, unless Jesus comes first for%, we Yknow that we all will

experience death, G&;;Q happens then. Thev will put us in a coff&g, and we will

wait until that great resurrection day. And in that day, we will bear the image
V

of Heaven. Yet possessed with Heaven and life now - but beyond the grave, only

that which is spiritual can enter Ileaven.

g qz;h.does not mean that thejunbeliever /can say,(%hgg's all very well for the

/"""—-4»_

Christian. But I'm not going to b her about it., It doesn't matter about me.

Oh no, Qou & on't be left. The dead who die out of Christ are not left to

—-47}/,,_,____\\
disintegrate in corruption. \Rev, 20:12, T saw the dead small and great stand
Rev. 20:12 ad EoRld and g L

before God. Every one of them, from every race, nation, unbelievers, all are
- —— — —

included.
\h———-__

They have never received the Lord from Heaven. And therefore, they die in

corrupti Andnot found written in the book of life, was cast
(/Jn‘- — = — V
into the lake of fire. ey, 20315,

So I might ask you the question -(are)you still living in the first Aggg.

Qiégfsfus been implanted in your heart. (Eggi@ you be fearful to walk through the
P - —

valley of thq_ghgggg_gi_ggggh. Too many people have the idea that their earthly

bodies go back to dust and scatter around. And it seems impossible and fantastic -
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but p
aul py
Proveg the resurrection of the
de

ad in
this chapter. pe gives us rhe

/#f ,
1na/éaél{3ﬂ UfIft. That fﬂ V. 51 - bW,MStErY- He alerts us

to all of our faculties to discover what he says. The mystery is not something

that cannot be explained or gsomething that can never be proven by intellect.

(::D,EEWEQEQLHlQE that men cannot argue awa}. You do not find God by arguing. You

never will, But here is the mystery. Paul says, we shall not all sleep. They
. ﬂ \——-——%7

are asleep in Jesus. To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.

And to be with Christ is far better.

5:37 2 Then what)will happen. V. 52. In a moment, suddenly the twinkling of an eye.
£ — = 4 —— e e A

The trumpet will sound. And the dead shall be raisedincorru tible. Notice, we
..___.——:———"'*—_H-'_'_-{?

shall not all sleep but all shall be changed, There will be a peneration which will

not die, for in the midst of life, among the ordinary events of life - they will

not go down through the val_\l7ey of the shadow and face death. There ar@iiﬁjs
given here. But we do not know the exact moment, which is in the purpose of God,

that it will happen. It may come in our day. It could come tonight.

In case of those who have died, corruptible flesh will put on incorruption.

The body that is layed aside in the tomb will be raised a new body.

Remember now,(igg)do not inherit this incorruption é:igﬁlgggfigﬁg;. You

ipherit eternal life, put on Jesus Christ, At you put off some
=7 '

things and you put on some new things. The fate of your soul will also be the

fate of your body. The two are partners. They separate for a little while as
the body waits for the resurrection. But what happens to your spirit, one day

happens to you. : It is put aside in the grave, but it is raised incorruptible.
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In the course of this life, death canmnot touch the soul of the spirit, of a

Christian. It touches the body.

Thess. says the Lord himself will descend from Heaven. And the trumpet of

Cod and the dead shall be raised first. Chapter 4:16-17.

@ Is the@_s;iurance that comforts _1_1§> Oh , where is thy
sting. 0h<§f€§§ where is thy victory. (Paul) laughs at death and at the grave.

He stands before the enemy, that has been before every enemy and every human being.

Except @ho went and walked with God ‘ir}d did not come back. who was

taken to Heavetz_ii_a__glg_g_i;g_t_. Tt never would have existed apart from sin. The
_—

law of God passed the sentence of death upon Adam. The soul that sinneth, it

shall die.

The sting is taken out of death because sin ie cancelled. And the strength

of sin of the law to condemm us is removed. Tt is fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

Death is no longer an enemy of the Christian. It is an instrument of freedom.

There will always be a human fear to enter the valley.

v, @ Does™that make your heart rejoice. Bg_ye_s.l;azdi? unmoveable, always
Y -

/
abounding i Lord. ' What is the application of this message. le

tells us that @;;hre to prepare for the victory, for the great_day. It tells us
-— 7

that we ought to perform every duty for our Lord with diligence always, abounding

in the work of the Lord. Never be satisfied with just a little bit of service for
___—————-w
him. ﬂg;gﬁ>be satisfied with giving him just part of our lives, but giving him the
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total reign. Be sure that we work for the Lord.

Ask yourself \how)much of your service in the past days has been the work of the
8 Y EICENE S
Lord;? He came to seek and to save that which was lost. How much has there been

a testimony of witness in vour life. Have you earnestly tried to reach the

perishing. How much of vour life has simply been juat a routine.

@HMMWM% Victory over sin, the sting

of death is sin. ‘Over mortality. This mortal body, we become immortal. Victory

over death. It will be swallowed up. And victory over the grave.

Oh grave, where is thy gictog}. The hour is coming in which all that are

in the grave will hear his voice and come forth.

Christ is you light, you shall not walk in darkness. Christ is your jov.

You shall have comfort in sorrow. Christ is your righteousness, no condemmation.

Look unto him, risen from the dead for your justification.

i1l gain nothing,by further delay. Today is the Ll that-you-talked-
i — 3

Tomorrow,

P

abggfﬁzgggggggy. You said tomorrow, T will confess Christ. Do it now.

being saved, T will join the chgsgh. Do it now. You gaid tomorrow I will let the

world know that T am not achamed, nor afraid to acecept him before the world.
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Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.



