V. 16

"THE RETURN WITH POWER"

Luke 4:14

And (Jesus’returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee, and there went
F

out a fame of him throughout all the region round about.

@ the quallt}g possessed by Qreat men,) there is one that sometlmes

defies anals/ls. It is tmer which is magnetic. It is

possible that it may have some ali in the*physical nature. But it is more than

physical. It(ma) be something of th regions, Or it

may be something that is felt to be more than reason or argument. It is z(fgriceless bt

influence. And it is a range of power that is greater than that of éi.dinaﬁ}'men.

I@vithin reach of th - an active, useful life., It is

like e(halo?m;_n_g_l,.ahou.t—h-i:s——head. @ he moves isrlight. Which never was on land
or sea - seems to shine among men. It is a power that is(differem> It is breath-

taking. It is éa:tisfying‘)

In our M ( ? : . ,
in Y, g manjonce said he had been a Baptist, a Methodist,

and a Presbyterian. And he told his temporary pastor, I am planning to joining the
S

- - ’/
Congregationalists. Thoughtfully the old minister replied, well, I don't think it does

any harm to change labels on an_empty bottle. Millions of empty bottles today, think

—

to fill themselves by changing the label. When they rather lack faith.

It was in the power of the Spirit - that Jesus
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Christ returned the land of his early daés, and his early life. It was somewhat of its

- and he came back(émonggthose who had known him, Who would be disposed to

expect very little from him. He had grown up in their midst. And, he made his power

felt. Now there was intwﬂm—éity. Perhaps good-natured contempt. On the other
Y
hand, there might have been@w)because it was unexpected, that he should possess

such,

S

Jle was like aéresh broo@ Yet when he spoke, they wondered. The which

flowed from his 1i E were as a refreshing mountain stregm, of cool water. It brought

color, brlghtness to the weary/meadows)below. Ile spoke t@hat were _weary with

anxiety. To spirits that had been lM_wnh theof life, To that

—

were seared and over-pressured with life's pleasures. And full of life's hopelessness.

In a sense, he brought new life.

V_._@- He brought a reverence to the t prophesies. Of restored powers -

which had been heard without taking heed. They were just mere matters of course. They
Y

did not have real meaning.

The l:_oghets had sung of a(golden age) But familiarity with the beautiful song

of hope had faded. Upon decayed parts. Doubtless they thought, some day they thought,
==

the blind might see. And receive their sight. The lepers might be cleansed. The lame
L——% = -_..‘7_

might walk. The dead be raised. The poor have the good news preach
. ed to them.
—_— P

But when @esuslread the golden words of joy in V. 18 - they sounded as though
= St TS B

they were charged with liv%ng men. They suggested
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And when he @ the reading, he said, this day is this Scripture fulfilled

!
in your ears. /

~ Like a song, it brought courage and brightens the hope, and calms the Spirit,

—

and the words fell upon those who hgg_rd.

And they marveled at the gracious words of

his lips.

His word was with Frﬂp_o_u;r - power of the Spirit. In which he had

returned to his own land.

. 4 . :
s desires such power., Who would not desire to have such power in the world.

To be{ablg to bring new courage to the faint-hearted. To those who were disturbed with

an anxious spirit. To banish the ache and the memories that people held in their minds.
_— Vv s

And to inﬂ.xge_wgqr - they were weary. And this would cause them to rise‘gp and

walk in a path of duty. This would pgt,bﬁgh_tnes? in their eye. This would take away

despondent feelings. @ would not desire something like this., But whence comes the

ability. Where shall we win this great seeTet of such power,

W I might insert here the story of an m who had just found Christ. As a
—

newborn baby requires milk, so the regeneraped soul needs to nourish on milk. This man
‘\J =

was converted through reading theélew T_eﬁ_tameng He rejoiced in his new found treasure.
\\*—_"

He delighted to get into the sacred pages whenever opportunity might permit. One day
<

the p called to see h7im. He found him reading the precious volume that
e

had brought such a blessing to his soul, ( Pat,! he said sternly, ghat Jbook is that that

—

you are reading. ,
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Sure, your reverence, was the reply -- it is th_m The New
—
Testament -@r, that is not a book for an ignorant man like ;ou to read. That

is fqr_the rgy, who go to college to learn its real meaning. Then give it to

the people. But unlearned folks like you will get all kinds of @ from

it.

_ your reverence, sai I have just been reading here that it is the

blessed Aphimself that says,"as__n_g\_vhc_)_rﬂ_b_alg_eg__d_esire the sincere milk

di
of the word. That you may grow thereby - and sure it is just a babe in Christ,@

—

am, and it_is the milk of the Word that I am after. And that is why I am reading

—_— —

it for myself,

That is alright Pat, in a way, but the Almighty God has appoin to be

the And when you want the milk of the Word, you should come to me. And I
— b-——-._-ﬁ — e ——iny

will give it to you - as you are able to bear it.

Oh sure, your reverence, you know Iof my own out there in the(shed.

When I was sick, I hired a man to milk her for me. I soon found out that he was gealing

half of the milk. And filling the bucket up with (waterl Well, I discharged him, And

milked my own cow. And now it is the rich cream that I am getting all of the time. And

your reverence, I depended upon yog for_z:llg_i_n_i_lk of the Word - man, it was the milk

and water stu”_f,f\ that you gave me. And(mow I am milking my own cow, in this case too -

and it is the rich cream of the Word on which my soul is feeding everyday. ,/

There is nothing that will také:QE;;;B of such power. The lack of diligence of the




S
Bible, yourself - you cannot get full assurance unless you search these Scriptures.

And believers, will discover something of this power - if they will hunt for their

own milk.

.

The can neither be éought nor commanded> The @@wr,

nor any energy appropriate that. There is no industry - this magic power like wisdom

is not found by those who look for it. The deep saith, it is not with me.

can be gained by study. @s a gift of life that only comes with experiences.
= 7

with which we are speaking today, belongs not to the g-ifts of the hand,

or the hedd. Which have some practice of command. But it must radiate from a man's

—
Spirit to become a throne of reality.

.
The next thing we note is that here is /a type of humanityk lle_ returned in the

/
power of the Spirit.’ lle returned @ the wilderness of sorrow, temptation, and
—_— 7 —_

——— PR—

loneliness. And whatever it's origin was, he has drawn forth in the experience of the
._.-T_-—-""___,._- —_— 5

wilderness. And men wonder at his gracious words, And they say, is this not the

carpenter's son. @did he win this power., Where did he acquire the secret and

the charm of those words. That revive hearts.

The w and the, tigeceed it™ the gracious words.

7 e s . /
This is Ftype?—- no man gets this power without a conflicte You put side by

side the sayings of Jesus. Then wasle of the Spirit into the wilderness,
v - 7

to be tempted. @is the@-— first let the@ of baptism. Where he

Y
had been@y the rit. The next, he was p intoMof temptation.
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And the next thing that we read is -- that he returned in power to Galilee.
—_— 7

The -Spir;'; which drove him into loneliness, and terqntation -with
him and W when _he returned. All of(i:;g lies there. Under the
(E%Eﬁjﬁlg_;gggip Into the darkness, into the s;o;p, and into the rain. We go, It

seems to numb us. But this is where the power is gained into the wildexg\%ss they are

led. And there can they learn the Spirit's power. The conflict is the school

room where power and courage are really learned.

What do we know about power. And the principle of it.

In the - bout the survival of the fitest. They are

known by their metal. All of life is a conflict. And a vigorous effort is made to
pe————_) -—_..__—-——-—""7'

—

survive, But f}:ﬁyb do more than survive. Them_r__g,pj,suwi—val is set forward in
v

the conflict. The q% and the reégnfﬁs_iof the mind. Is always in present danger.

And they have learned that n_g_j:j];_e%ry is always a sg_x::;_;gz_e success,

Another thing we know is, that it is.true in the waqrld of th . The robust

mind is vigorc:x{s - but it when problems are ékirtedbround. And difficult
&

questions are evaded.
‘-_'/

The who in the school room (copies) his neighbor's work. Or solution. Or gets

4
somebody el&g)w, This proves that he will@be able to face the problems
of life, when he comes out., He who shirks difficulties. Will find that hi<@

e " ol
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Now thoughtful men or men who have thought - power comes te those who have

exercised their powers. It o be easy, that a éuccessful man)- he who
st Sae

does it has had the courage to fac izjﬁ@;)_e_as_y. So you see that we have
learned that and the mind of man is something that is wonderful - but

it has come from continued effort of self - hew. And he has so grown

of toil and effort. This is the order of 1ife. And this order Christ submitted.

through the use of his mind, and the use
=

in it that it has become his

Never by his teachings did he give approval to the idea of greatness. Consisting of

}_m_fglililt}f, from the order of life.
_

%ﬁé%aught and he as he taught. The laws of God. He to the
law for man's sake. Ile was baptized - with ther. But here is the blood

of conflict. The lonely)wilderness, the temptation. In the wilderness he met all of

these elements and these forcﬁs. That are ever at work, to discipline the soul. And

out of strife and the stress of life came forth the powers which mold men's hearts.

And fashion the characters.

@ thing a man knows i@ This plays a part !:'m educating a man's power.

Sometimes have been written - and they sWt to our ears. Vhen
they are products of a heart that has been well nigh broken. Sorrow has taught these
SHLES OF o e 118N Droxe

men to write,

hat we know and learn, is that of@;lation or loneliness.) Into

the wilderness to be tempted, goes the son of man.
e g B

For there must be the discipline

of loneliness, as well as of suffering.
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who has 1earned to live alone. Man indeed is sQcialy We
v

Dut another power or instinct that a man must draw upon, is that

need social life.

which over and over again comes to him, when he is out there by himself,

Let methis. Here i who separates himself from his friends

and commrades. He seeks a quiet nook where he can take his favoritg book) Now, he

is not only showing signs of ipdividuality, he is preparing for life - in which he

will be able to hold his own. Against the opigigns and the customs. of others.

Often this isolation is enforced. And the man, like a hammer is being cracked

—

to pieces. But he learns the weight of matters, the simple truth. @h_e_musf_b_ﬁ_
™~

in the wilderness. And whe and feel the isolation -

willto be just a pale copy, of the rest of the world. We may gain force,

reality, simplicity, and depth of conviction. Above all, we will gain reliance upon the

divine - the unseen power.

@ou@t to be able to_stand alone though@ around it falls. When the

Mbov;s to the golden iWho is worthy of the name of Jesus Christ
3
ought to be ahle to stand upward.

There are times when we will be with the multitudes in a right and in a true

thing.
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But we have(learned that i is not h. - and circumstances may

not be everything. It isbecause Jesus Christ spent 40 da{r} alone in solitude

that he was strong. It was because of the power which h@n the wilderness.

—

It is difficult to see the nature of this power. _M And it was the

@ kind of power as we describe it, and we see him live by a divine power when we
="

review these temptations, and human trials. But there is one point - common walk. And

that is, the conflict is the conflict between the Heavenly, and the worldly law of life.

ut it in these SM. by bread alon l but by every word that

proceeded out of the mouth. /

o

Now the @is not the@érthly}law, @it is by the
bl _~ /
(Heavenly law that a man must live.
~—’7Z- -

Toon angels to help is an action that is carnal.
S—— : i

Then to @the Kingdoms of the world at a _price of bowing the knee to an evil
=7 —_—

one, at best was doing evil, These are all but earthly ways and worldly laws.

The man who lives by these will have no power in the crowd. And he is but sinking
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into the current. He is going the easiest and the cheapest. lleaven's light has no

vision for such a man. But on the other hand, th. who has said "no" to the suttle

evil, which has come to him, when he was_alggg - and who has detected the Devil's foot-
—_— V -

print, is the man who will bring the world the power which will influence others. Even
to healing. He proves to have the power that does not follow the line of least

resistence. And he bares witness to the reality. Other than the power of this world.

@ Lord returned from the wilderness into Galilfﬁ. He to a dull,

SEEEB;ng3 mechani ife in Nazareth. Uhere many pfgpig/ﬁ&lt that life was—werth
1%ying. They were victims of the common-ptace, the ordinary-eccupation, the spirit

less labors, hopg;esﬁhess, they were robbed of hope. And they were bound by custom
and no Illeavenly light shone upon the poor lot. No Heavenly music. No one seemed

to hear their cries.

And the would show them the lleavenly light in ordinary human light. The

beam of divine brightness did not belong to the ages past. But to a new day

| So the Keynoth had soneth; %
V Z- So the (keynotg had something to say about the present —_!lgé:z} Jg;us said to
A SRR e
is good newsf//

them about the hope of their ancestors, this day, and in your ears -
—— <~ '
Now here are the needs of Heavenly powers to vanish the evils of life

It is hope.

And the power is already here.

vho foundl G i 6;’_-—‘h‘\\$
(/Em__ghe \11demess hould declare that llw
ngar to your homes.” And t
e / o your he%f;s, and to you men who are tired - but are

laboring i .
g in the fieldsdevery day. To anxioud womenwho are F1il1€i1159m0 +ha does oo o




5 .

e experiencing for the first time

the home. To you W@ who ar

the trials of learning. And life's discipline. Here is a message for all of you.

e ! 1as gone into the wilderness that he _might bring hope. @hﬁ—hﬂ&—‘
known his father in the glory of Heaven, has pr_md_m_lg¥e in the neg_m_eﬁs_uf_th%

wilderness, and in the 1:@1)(__];__&&1&, and now has on that great divine presence.
[ -

Even the. And there was no place in his life that the power
could not be found. t@ was in which God was

And(men )were instructed that the for the distant day to inherit

something, such as inheritance which did not belong to children' i . But he
e -
T y . ; g . £ 1if
said this , and in your ears, the hindering ills, the oppressing SOTTOWS O life
. 2 — —M

cTLCE nakes when

may disappear. As Jesus spoke he knew this was true.

(:),P \JW.( A man Jwho found his joy in the will of God is_full of

assurance. Ile knew he was saved - and for a time was filled with that great joy. But

one day, an' in such a way as to_l%
all of this. And be lost myself after all. Oh, this (dread) fell upon him. Then he

thought about it day and night in great distress. One evening he was reading, in the

Bible} if you then be risen with Christ. Seek those thingswhich are above. . Christ

sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above and not on things
-~

of the earth. Til you are dead, then your life is hidden with things of God. In Christ,

who is your life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

As his eyes fell upon the precious veri;e_s, and they touched his ears, and some-

thing with certainty gripped his soul. He forgot that he was in the presence of other
s
people - and he shouted, glory to God. Who ever heard of a man drowning with his head

that high above water, 'l
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Now we may S@i‘t_hiigtmgpii%, but it is th@ of the full assurance

of understanding. He realized his union with Christ - he saw it with his head -

that it was already in lleaven secure. And the practice outcome seemed to exhort him

that he had this power and this life to go on.

When Jesus came in this power in V they wanted to take him out and throw

him over the(edge of the mountain which over-hung their town. Was it because he spoke

the soft word of hope to them. Did he make their dream seem near at hand. Did he wake

er time in their souls.

up something of(win

No, his words were simple truth. In the wilderness he had proven them true. And

there was a great difference between him and them.

bne thing thou lackest.) It was like th¢ Robert T. Grant, who was riding in a

Pullman reading his Bible. He noticed a lot of people sitting around doing nothing.
. ,/——:‘ =

He opened up his bag and he got out some tracts - he distributed them - and then came

back to his seat. Afollw him and--said@did you give me this for.z

r

<ﬁ£§> it is a message from Heaven, he said. It will give rest to your soul. The young
man sneg;ed and said, I used to believe in that stqff_xaars ago. I went to sqhgpl

and got quggted. I threw it all overboard. I found that there was nothing to it.

Well,\will) you let me read you somethi&g that T was going over just a moment

' it
ago, Mr, Grant said. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”/@:lfﬁffi_ggzhigg

in that, young man. I have known the blessedness of that for many years. The man

: el
replied, SQ_SE_EEEE_EEE_EEEt- He maketh me to lie down in greeen pastures, he

leadeth me beside the still waters, he restoreth my soul, he leadeth me in the paths of

_—_—
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righteousness for his name sake,@there nothing in that.

fo

Pardon me, sir, let me hear some mote said the young man. Yeah, thou I walk

through the valley of the shadow of death, I will_fear no evil. For thou art with

me. Thy 1n_d_’an_gl,1:hy—staff they comfort me. @ there nothing in ‘tvhat.

Then the young man @ried; oh, forgive me Sir. There is ev i i t.
=5 7| <=
My mother@vith those w on her lips, and sought me to trust her Saviour.

(lé:iI have forgotten the words, and I have gott away from Him. ave

brought it all back to me. Tell me more. And as God's servant opened up the
'L—-—”W =B

truth and the way of salvation and the power, the young man who had been sg careless,

was convicted of :m/andlé;d to trust in Christ. And confess him as Saviour right
~
there in the Pullsan,

Yes, @ s everything in the blessed companionship of Christ. And that
tfiere 3 sed_comp Chyls

is something that these people had to realize. That @ there in their midst was

hp had power. And it was something that they lacked. And of course, they

became resentful in spirit. They broke out in revolt against him. They had not been

baptized with the divine Spirit. Therefore, they were charmed by his gracious words,

They could see his lleavenly light on earth. But as he spoke to the deeper heart needs

it stirred them.

For him the @had vielded up a blessing, For@wd returned from the
S =7

wilderness with the witness and ng;ism of the dove-like spirit.
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Now this day, could have been like the day when@kn&w what he wanted,

e could have asked for many things - but there was one thing he wanted { double )
portion of tm And he asked this of Elisha, the prophet. Now we read that

when he requested this, and as the chariot)took Elij , that Elis own

clg,he—s- and too/up. the manJ,e of Elijah. There is a blessed lesson there. @ nust

tear up the wrappmgs of our own righteousness if we are to be clothed 1 power from

on high. We must get rid of these f11thg rags which we are wearing., We nust rend the
garments of silffz_s,’,_u’f.ﬁ/'_ciency, we must tear up these things which are fleshly, and let

(Goé)drop on us the mantle of his Holy Spirit. But it will not fall on us as long as we

p——

have dirty raiment. And we depend upon our own goodness. We must rend our own clothes.

@ry to swm across Jordan - thaQwould part before us, if we would take his

mag_t_lgjz_li_m_e—ilh We always work out waysto get across Jordan - we build our bridges,
E@Qfoﬂ_’g, and we rush in l_ilgg fools. And we read about this man, th of
doth rest upon@@ And the people met him, and they bowed themselves to

the ground before him. Now these men knew real power when they watched it at work.
"

of our rgligioum and work in this.-world and in-the church,

is just regular(routine stufé
e

But we have the blessed spirit, we have this unusual power
~ = ’

: : Z
I asked the today, is a candidate for this power..

7

.—’]‘_ge; h b 7/
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Unless we are willing to@o into\the wilderness, and b
—

f tll(divine Spirit> things are to us - as we are to them. And life is to
- T <3

us, as we are to it.

Sorrow, the battle of temptation, loneliness is capable of bringing courage and
P | — S

e

strength. But it is only upon those who are ready to receive the blessing.

@ it will be with us. But for all it is true, that if we
S T

carry into the wilderness the general trustful, righteousness, Joving spirit - the

wilderness will yield the blessing.

And to the commonplace life and find it no longer commonplace.
New energy for the duties will be found. Power and helpfulness will increase. And

we will DG@EP’T_’LQIQ_J.&SH& if we desire t@mto Galilee oGalilee in
_——

the power,of the Spirit.
& =2




