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INTRODUCTION:,

any idols or images reqeﬁbllng anlmals, blrds, or figh.
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\ou are never to bow down to an image of worship in any way, for I the Lord

™
God, am a jealous god visiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the children.

will not share my throme with any other Cod.
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And }_Eillﬂpunigh_gengig for their sins and this punishment is going to

continue to the children, the grandchildren, and the great-grandchildren that

idﬂiFletdﬁlfdvdaau1am¢-9bbﬂh! 2 pennd

put anyone else on my throne
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Y111 lav1sh my 1ove upon those who love me and keep my commandments.

S =

ﬁlls a beautiful story about a 1w Leing tucked

in bed by her mother. Her mother prepared to tyro out the light, the little girl

asked, mother, am I to be left all alone in the dark. The mother sought to assure
»

her, ves, my dear, but you know that vou have With you all the time. Yes,

v/
said the child, I know that God is here vitb me - iut T want soiebodi M

%cmlistening to me tonight, clearly @ what wai/ going on in

the HW ii‘rl. Thether the dazl'f._gg@ of her bedroom, the darkness of
your qorroru', onr rjf 1
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This is a point of the greatest dangers in our religious life. Tor here

Satan would prefer us to worship some other hteing.

This is@of the vays that o person spiioiduiely "GubiinbiasieshiomE

Cods. Tt is very easy for some person to say, I never seem to get everything

pd_with the most attractive items on my list.

WS
is for. TFvery person should have !Ei!hh And some people use Sundav to spend

on, their hobbhies aﬁgkéo gg their thing. /’
Wl +v 7o Rl v ok

\.pThe first commandment - says, put/Cod first4

\/
\.‘k The second commandment - says, get the/right ‘ture of Cod.
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The third commandments - says,‘/say the right thing, and th:'mlg the right thing

about Cod.

211 three of these commandments have to do with ﬁarshi
\““—..

Ve find that th _ aved at being God. Many years ago, and often there
ipLa 5 S0 ¥ .yes

J/
were the strange lustful hodies of the CGreek Cods and Coddesses. And some today
@—7 —~——

are empty metal Cods that men have carved - cats, owls, beasts.
ey

—

Vhat we need to come face to face with is -{Cod is unchaﬁEEEE?) The Cods shift

—

with the tastes of people, who may make them to their own image and their own

likeness. Savage people fashion them like their ovn likeness. Whether a%

pole, or the bull of Memphis.
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w. There are few religious groups today

who give this a strange meaning. ked about riding along in hiﬁ

riding in a hcse and bwy. The

man wore a long b‘ard and a black suit. The woman had on an old-fashioned boPnet.

in up state lNew York. TUhen he met an

T'e stopped and asled if he might take their w The man replied, that® he would

rather not to do so. Mecause it was iiiiiit his faith to be@

Yow this is an interesting interpretation by that group concerning the second
7

commandment. Of course, he complied. The wm means something that is

c But these people have extended it even to pw&ecause it goes

on to say, you shall not make yourself a graven image or any likeness of anything.

V. This is a good %uestion to begin with. ﬁwe are forbidden to have any
\l kind of image — then what shall we understand God to be.
\

He said in V. 4 that we shall Q?Lmy;n image. In the likeness of any-
thing that is in Heaven, above, in the iit beneath, the heaven - or under the

earth - what is in the water. So the fish, the animals, the stars, the heavens - none
A i 7

of these things are to he used to represent Cod. Vhat is God like then.

¥ M

d to the __a_t_tﬁe_p ﬂlohn 4:24, Tt can be

translated that Cod is spirit or that Cod is a spirit. Perhaps the former is

correct. He says in substance to the woman, God is spirit. He can bew
“e. Fis worship is not to be confined to a particular place. In Je‘em
or in some mountain - or in some place where a man may set up a graven image. S0

therefore, it was not a matter of place. Tt is a matter of spirit, a matter of

truth - reality.




Man can worship God anywhere at anytime.

lle meant that Spirit was in essence to Cod's being. That

M. lle has no m~s in his being.

phyvl and the factors of space. It does not mean that God does not have relations

-

for physical or special realities. But it does mean that he is not dependent upon

such relations as we are. Tor he is pure spirit - God tramsends even the temple.

as a part or whole, presents God as a spiritual being. It
= :

is true that

of as having hands, s, ears, eyes, fa e, etc. But the
ol

writers knew they were using language that was -_w but it waq@_,

his nature. They were trying to present that which can be presented only to human

beings in human terms. *wm_,a Bl - Meorna wgp
Hmgy + g ery v e Vepalbiasy.

@ planteth the‘, shall he not hear., le that forms the

_hall not fee. 'e is presenting the thought that we call seeing and hearing.

Ve are dependent upon them - but God is not. He made these. This shows his

e e

superiority.

Tt is(difficull for us to think of a purely spiritual being. Who is independent
=
of all space and time relatioms. The history of idolatry testifies that man needs

some revelation of Cod.

need of human mlnd and heart in Christ, Cod has become real definite without being

degraded or made common. A revelation of Cod in Christ is a spiritual concept. The

idea that God is holy. This is another way of saying that Christianity is the only




religion in the world with a pure spiritual concept of God.
e Rt Ve oo ~ _ @ - gt

The condition of reproach to God, therefore, must be pure, personal, and spiritualr.
God is spirit manifested in Christ. As we think of the terms of grace revealed in

Deut. 10:17.

‘. Jesus Christ - that he is personal.

Thou shall not bow dowvn thyself to them, nor serve them.

The probable origin of idolatry vas‘

ee. And to worship, and it was not long

hefore he was bowing to the% the Tﬂoii“and the w— which was only due to the

creator.

-~ ﬂ” that worshipped. q. But among these
people, there were those who mdeg_%gﬂlta_?ﬂms of their Cods. Some

ms some am, some plctiiii, some WS, some I k, others t& Some
trusted in sto and Y fhere were Gods for themselves. W
*da/mmmm_ ﬁ — K Muse At -
] (j ’ "y _
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This commandment was (uncompromlslng )and refuses to recognize these Gods with a

flat no.

have followed "

And are forced to make an unnatural division of the

last commandment by dividing it up. 5o as to preserve the number 10.  The Jews =~

make the preference as the first of the 10 works and make our first two into their

second commandment.
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Mwith - with the instruction

re ﬁi lled with sﬂ of the viriin Mary,
and of hew, together with the W And they wear a r—wwith a

wg. This is for saying prayers by.

. and interpretation of this is by the@ Which

to the second commandment - it's members believe that graven means

) o=

of devotion. And we find their

what it says. A< or a wed But they believe that the

commandment does . rule out icons - that is flat 2-dimensi %icturei oi liiiisi

w and the %s.

% Iréwe were able to see in some of the w, cagw - the number
of icons - and the @iﬂ and ghes_ and say theirw.

The shops are filled with these as a work of art.

While we find the M, or s%e:_have beenM

#— now the Israelites have lived among these pagans who used images and they

gubstituted these for Cod.

I think sometimes,

("-u
it is difficult what it has to say to you or to me.

L‘ As on who {éiif to EfEER and a sermon on The JEmgfommandrents.
¢
He said to himself, well, “ ne a . So he just
checked that one off the list. But that is missing the point. Tor Fhe.ac_g_mﬂdw

ment says that@ust be first - there iS“Fomiiiiirm('i'hat he must be on

the throne. And there shall be no other Gods put before him. While the second
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commandment goes on to complete t’nis, and says there is alﬁiiuteli no room on_the
w of God for@ther than the Lord who demands our loyalty. For he

is a jealous Cod.

b * "wﬂ vour home. (Does
—

your church make use of any of the images or idols.
_———'—7 P—

The second commandment prohibited the re resentation of the Lord in an image
—_— P SN = -

or idol.

ip of the Lord. Tor

in her worship. FEven if the Lord was not actually jdentified with, the image. SO

Second the use of images or created beings as

these principles we must understand.

‘ orshippers knew full well that the d _z_ was invisible. That it cannot
<

be captured in an ddol. The Cods were by large were personified by the powers of
—_—

of a created order. -@ sQme_ gf x;b,gyere named after th Leg%% qor'e

were the w Some meant ¥ i or storm Cod. Some were designated as ‘ of

Jw Some art; and crafés - writing, building, and agriculture. And then there

was a God for the underworld ocean. h; - m % i ':

I‘dﬂﬁrw/ﬂfmmww—ﬁ’umj Ponmep Wil bregpa o) F-\'fm.a wfbl"""‘ fBL_ =
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is an idol anyway. o‘m&.ﬂ.&sﬁ—l_ﬂ
theﬂ He is a little w with an e e is

made out of s . He has two small w for

else may say I worship a d@“ A1l my days,

T give it offerings of Wmd pilish. Tours of my time, I devote it with all of

heaven, earth, or hell below. Thus they were related to the world by a large vanet ‘C'l
.

my ritual - and it brings me luck.

-
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ﬁ ﬁlse may say, well, IM Tt is there that

all the CW with t]ﬂ' The Mﬁ:e with the ‘w;‘orlr.

It is a holy place. All of the aw are in exactly the right place. And

I nearly die of shock when somebody miss places something. I live only for the
service of my home - it rewards me. Unless %tbis whole house
withyand gb— I drive them out doors.

Well, I wonder * - or your idol. It may beHit
L
he your@

v -
It may bw It may b@at you worship. It may be some other

s long as you look at it for your salvation.

And you keep on worshipping whatever this may be. An idol is worshipped not for

may

game.

it's shape but for its imagined power. Thwdm

They only changed its vocabulary. Instead of saying what

id look for salvationw Look in some of
e

shape is your idol -

the forces of nature. F¥neel down before these images and make small offerings to

U them.

‘ @am sometimes become idolatrous worshippers with thw
instead of the images. They are happy if they can buy a ne# 1. Vlliiii Some new

L 1
patent(iarbaﬁe %iiiosal.) And some people think that salvation lies in electric

power. And they look into all theiie ﬁsieriei. It doesn't matter which of our

toys we make a God out of. i_si that the thing is still an idol - a maj:erial

object. And this commandment applies to us literally. Now you gay not carry

/ o
J v #round i & ourw You may have a

is that the solution to civilization.

ted somewhere.

its

But




(Ranteiety 1,6 > TEVGCHENHGHERF had the inage :

children were cast into a

because they were opposed to this.

——
T have had tm Modern
————————

Trom the beginning of time ,§
missionaries had to start at the beginning, even today. It isliiuel. It renders the

worst lkind of vices. It contaminates the temples and the homes of society.
T = -

VA
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profess God - and avoid any contact with pagans.

[
|
The& for @tells us that it is th%a su tion of The
&ounterfeithod over against the one who is a real| God.

There was Mﬁm the wilderness and Moses, at the command

of Cod, made a brass serpent and set it on a standard - and this was to be the cure.

It was hundreds of years later that this serpent had to be removed from the temple 1

Lbecause it had become an object of superstition and worship. Tin 34

@ who seemed to beﬁqhen th

People cried to Aarom, who was segond in comman
~.____“

us. But as for this man Moses who brought us o

hich shall go bhefore
t, we know not

what has become of him. And Aaron excuses himself - obtained the golden ornmaments

from the people and made a golden calf. Ix. 39:24, Men still worship the golden

calf, Theydstill)cry make us gods that we can see. That we can manage, and we can




trust.
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- Some years later@ “«15 kingdom and strength his position

as king, he made¢tuo) alves of gold...One was set up@ And one@

I Kings 12:28-29.

The Mtﬁ g mages and idolatry. The worship of
/ L

Jehovah was under the form of a bull or a calf. And this was being condemned by

=

the prophet Mnmm he talked about socw-:es.

In8 5-6, he k bout th impl d the 1 i hict
15~ he spoke abou he simple an e which
— : ’ W W

people imported Gods and worshipped in the high places.

Under Qa considerahle reformation took place when he attempted to put into

practice this commandment, and it brought a great shock to people as they came back

from exile in Babylon.

Wbt 17 e T T i B

As we go back, we find that man has had a hard time that there is a God. Me could

not see him, and so he has made aids to assist his imagination. To bring reality

-) ells of a gﬁn who prayed with W beforg him. e

ne in that chair, and it made his prayers more real.
— @or I might have copies of th

ich we use in studying, or as we read
our devotional material, and they have r us. And their s
-—
us of God. Of course, one can worship anything. But 1n the church
"

building. We use music as an aid. Sermons. But this is an aid instead of a goal.

into his worship.

imagines God

The Bible, church, music - these are just symbols because they lead us to God. As
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we read, when Jesus said to Peter - Thou art the Chrdiat. Peter said, Thou art the

Christ, the son of the living Cod. Matt. 16:16.

We are told thacreated man in his own image. Gen. 1:27. But to live a
-_.__-————7 _—

life, that is different is difficult. Thus, instead of being like God - we seek to

create him in our own image. It is easier for us to make God look like ourselves.

Than to mak I k 1ik im. l y ‘ 2 l
o e ourselves l‘_)o ike him , ) , n/.;f?d A

M _ ) S 00
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other Cod, because God

Ihen the people came back from exile, God punished his people. We read in

(Ifqalm)lB?:l,AE_— by the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down. Yea we wept. Ve
4

remembered Zion - how we shall sing the Lord's song in the strange land. They were

separated from the land of their fathers. They felt that they were exiled from

their God.

They had been upfaithful. The 3.:*’;"__’? of Cod had been broken. The Ten Commandments
had not been kept. There was infidelity and idolatry. And the people had become

rich and powerful but they were taken captive. The tremendous images, whose sight

was inescapable, -had been placed in the crowded streets.

B e S l/’Z&ﬂ&_ 4%%/?H ﬁj ﬁ:;
(M’ a man shall fix upon some} plain or oak when God planted, and

NS

the rain nourished to serve as @ men kind the fire with it t@@emselves.
They started a blaze in order to(bakejbread. But he it into a of worship.
g |7 {_ L‘? (:-7"\/‘:{\ L
t



e makes it into an idol and bows down to it. Half of it he burns in the fire -
roasting the flesh upon the embers - he eats it and is satisfied. Warms himself
and says, I am warm now. The other half he turns into a Cod - into an idol. e

bows down and worships it. He prays and cries before it.

God, as a rejection for the images, for theghat were being

4 ¢ i i ® s Sper Uy 2 o
developed. il Vo sigamitials ~ — Gl - Bilkitimammnng,- sl

@the Roman general known as _L
: == r* 4 -

terple with his officers. e went to the [

He entered the

They were @or an

was determined not to be denied what he considered superstition. lle allowed

the stand be brought in by night. And the CLEX_Egg_ig_gn_upfgar and multitudes
2 : §;i

L Pilate many days. That they should be removed - that these

came and interceeded
images would injure even the So he ordered his soldiers privately

to bring their weapons in before the judgement seat. The

And he signaled his soldiers and they surrounded these people, attempting to punish
them. They threw themselves upon the ground, layed their necks bare, and said that

they would take their death willingly.

So the law was extended to command the images to be carried back from Jerusalem.

et che Gnaionpatband, “Smishisy " yobinimeny "

added, it if not possible at the same time to lknow God, and to address your prayers
to an image. The use of a crucifix in prayers appeared later on. But it was unlnown

by these early Christians.

The Christian rejected idolatry in the whole social realm.
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In which was usually represented by drunkenness, immoraljty was a part

of iéW’Mhip, a’dmm. a cinrat-m from many parts of

the world. St. Paul set the matchless hymn to the divine love® I Cor. 13. But if

one bough — it was probably first offered to an idol temple.

Vhat was the | to do. After all, the Christians knew that God represented

bymd_not exist. There was only one God.

TPaul says, all things are lawful but are notexpedient. He saw the force in the
argument., He agzged that an idol was there. Dut he recognized that he had complete
fw. And that it was not a compromise. The Christian housewife was asked,
no unnecessary questions. Dut if you were invited out to dinmer, the Christian might
eat without asking questions.

——
The mekf?as obliged to come to ter/ms with th

was - they tried to maintain the worship without idols

And there

s \‘-.\. %
Il1lustrations of the miracles

o f Jesus - the Gogod Shepherd, Daniel in the Lion's Den. And many of these Christian
T i —

symbols.

During the

e) and many a village, the Wo]ﬁhe

and was given honor in the God's old shrine.

\ And then in th@ who %mey

had even made god-parents at bz And the reformation made a great impression
e

to break ug statues which today would be
considered priceless. Ay Vrbes et 7he M’%”D M
P - Ve % + Dunphodtiny e

iiiitualiiwe‘d them. There was a sister of this d the 051-__1';r and a virgin
so and so | ’ Voo W m
. syl ey e Con Lo %'ﬁﬁwm@ﬁ;
ety 1], 5 S, o T glpo, s o, il 5,
< A, S, _ " Yl Tyt M, il g,
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‘I'hemet at Nicaea in Z§7 In 787, restored the cult of images after

they had been forbidden by some of the emperors.

Bishop Gore said, it is idolatry to let our worship first be directed towards

persons lower than God.

Sir Thomas/Brown said that the sight of the cross or crucifix - I can dispense

with my hat but scarce with the memory of my Saviour.

tells u@;ito be worshipped. 1In
L

by images which appeal to the senses. The design of this cormmandment is to draw

us away from cold and carnal concepts of Cod. To prevent his worship being profaned
by superstitious rights. Which 1s a most fearful threat. Those who break this
cormandment, shall bring down upon their children, the righteous judgement of God.

Those who keep it shall cause mercy to be extended to the thousands of those who

& ) i ||" ” i I’I
L]
1

— 7
the unGodly, to* Take thine eg - , dr’ andw

The picture is on the wall. And windows of a mid-evil church have long been
defended as the lesson books of the unlearned., %
o Doy S e ey Mc e x
= ¢

And the cathedrals with!all of thel carvings) - does this sy_gggj_t.)-dnytry.

e

It is great tradition thaMshould be given for Cod's glory.
“ — / —

The best materials, the best skilled workmanship. And shall we deny-ﬁhﬂé’ulptof,
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the craftsman, the one who builds a house of God. The stones, the paintings.

What is going to be a genuine aid to the worship of the almighty.

There are (BRI tianity ond SN T heve 1
— a cry for %_15152, \ucatlog, the United ! at1 » Lo atomi

But the@-ythat in t‘nem
is near at all times. "‘éw 54(, "

Fomans 1:18-23 (Pauldsays_they kpowing Cod - I orify him not as Cod. THey
P . F— e — —_— 7
would not like to retain him-in their minds. In their ing.
/ ; = O

- o eemesesbionn, Tor cverple, the (BN NS
“ MS God - for his name. And that is one of

the reasons for this commandment.

E Lt W— thou shalt not bow thouself down. Here is a portrait or a
Ve

picture made in the likeness. Say in the likeness of God. Ho@in Acts 17:24,

said he found strange Gods in the city of Athens. And you could see a man. And

=
there were Gods in the valley, hills, in the temples, in the towers.

ppeared on_Mt, Sinai, they heard his voice -~ but Moses did not see him.
And Jehovah is a jealous CGod. It is like a covenant. It is a marriage covepant.
; —e

Jehovah is the husband of his nation. And if the wife worships somebody else,

then there is jealousy. And the church is the bride of Jesus.

?ﬂ ) bzm(wtheu & praise, and solenn
%ﬁrjél 2attend::mce on God's word. w - /

A aalenfuir 1A e Vi 0y b

Today there are men who pride themselves

They say_fﬂis

———



~16-

is my own business. And I'11 do this as I please.

One religion is as good as
-_—_-_——

another. The next thing you know

, he is saying - one way of living. One pattern

of conduct, is as good as another patterm. It is this false God of broad——mlnc.edness

s-\hqcz-m”
J

untll he loses his hold upon Go .

"?o“l.n-m

e have

for ourselves - we have become W

in our Chrlstlan life, that we are not light in the world, we are not salt in the
world.

Because we have been in the business of making these images.

—

ou-turn your eygs to anyone el_s_e or to anything else. There is an Ql_‘D

*iaited” She put him to a hard test.

&
placed before the e king. Tellsme which i/eal and which

Solomon, the legend says,

to enter and light upon the rm

“efiadsintianshendibienonce: ot gpaeinaniRi | gEiRRAIR vorship. (hatever the

order of service - it must be spiritual and toweh the soul.

If you have some

idol or g;gggn—&mﬁge other than Christ, it is unreal.
¢

S T ; iy
)W'

e said, they were carrying heaz burdens, some deciiated with flm;,

eathers, silver and b

rﬁize W That Gods might observe

Many had metals - one or two or three hundred steel needles running
through their burdens.

their suffering.

These sharp ends pierced_ their backs, and chests. They

walked for two miles in the hot sun to the temple, of a thousand lights. He said

1962 W, ai the tetrr-ple to witness t. He saw

d
a Hindu boy - he was shocked. He was carrving a wooden burden. He had fasted an

(0] be.g, T to d\ant ca ing l.lpon. (=1 oos

———
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lal LK
saffron and caldon upon his @d. He chanted faster and louder - the people

and the family shouted - A, A, It became itjE:E_s'e. The burning incense was held
before the boy. The drum, the o , the naed the crowd was all ve loud.
S TigEn’ £y

e watched this Hindu boy in his dew.and in his%ar -~ stiffened, his eyes

bulged, the Gieduiguideaigied- o PEST "ot v ° el C you it

through the boy's cheeksd Ie pulled the boy's t and holding it tightly

between his finger and thumb, he Wrow The crowd

moaﬁnd swayed - the pw took up the chant. The bii s hair WE% ﬁs

was on his face. Med from his mou
to Sp/ﬂl’ unable to cloqe his mouth. W

@said I watched that, and then [ thought aboutw. I watched him go to
church 11i|i t-hearted, with i Iiiile in his hand, and listened to hi o almighty

God in love and in fiﬁveness. And he says, what a differenc

tm . This Hindu boy in this temple. THere is a living symbol of loiii_l'_l_ug_a_nity.

And this to me is one of the ways in which this commandment -




