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THE SECOND WORD FRCM THE CROSS

Luke 23:39-43

Irﬁa ke Rapidsz) N. C. tired hant 56 yea f
\qano aplds// L., a re merchant 56 ye ffwo age

finished marking his balioﬁ, dropped dead apparently of a heart attack,
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and the wife asked if the ballot was still clutched in the voter's hand
that it be dropped in the box. Registrar A. E. Akers complied. The

retired merchant had the satisfaction of casting his vote for the candidate

he preferred, as his last act in this life. The incident causes us to think
. : =y
of the thief hanging on the cross beside our Lord Jesus Christ. As he was
e e

dying for their sins, that thief as a last act on earth, cast his wote. Not

by ballot but by voice fogwgﬁﬁwggn of his choice. Lord remember me when thy
comest into thy Kingdom. And he was assured of being in paradise that very

day.

Now there ié&;:?;EDne such case, an instant like this, in all the Bible.
. i T T T

And it tells us that no man should presume upon the 1llth hour. l@: those,
 —— - == > .

however, that think they will wait and put off this cheice. But I think what

the (New Testament)is trying to say to us is, that even for those who have put it
. 7

off, you have an opportunity if you will take advantage of the one instant that

JORNAER———

you have now. And I think it says, don't wait for the death bfg_repentence.

The Bible {always'ésays, togiy_, is the accepted time, The day of salvation
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—
- the present moment must be ceased, in which you can voice your choice.

Boast not thyself of.tomorrow, for thou knowest not what a day may bring

forth. Prov. 27:1,



Remember now thy creator, the days of thy youth., While the evil days
Q:tﬂﬁww—??

come not. Ece. 12:1.

(CIf)thou shall confess with thou mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe

A ==
in thy heart that God has raised him from the dead, thou shall be saved. For
with the heart the man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession

is made, wunto Salvation. Rom. 10:9-10.

1?herefore,Qé:lzgg_ézgmgging to vote for Jesus, don't wait until that
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last time. As that man in N, . C, barely marked his ballet, and the thigf on the
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cross barely got his vote in.

/let's go bac Mo that ancient city of Jerusalem. Crowds
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e

Now this morning,

are thronging the streets for this is the time of the agzggl celebration. The

P soveereast - for several days people had been coming.

They are having a fine time of £ellowship, greeting old friends, relatives
R D e T
/
are meeting. This was done once a year. And they had the religious rites of the

sgason.

But this morning, things are going to be d%ffgggnt. There is great
st 2 =

expectancy in the crowd -~ something is going to happen.
c_ﬂ——~———~—21/. -

Word)has gotten out that three men are going to be crucified. Most of
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these people have never seen such a sight _and some are waiting to look on.

Soon the Roman (Centuron)goes to the prison and shouts, "Bring out the

prisoners’,



First, (ﬁéggg is led forth. Wearing a seamless robe. The soldiers eye

this garment because they plan to gamble for it at the foot of the cross.

‘?ilaf“ figures

e
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he might as Qell get ridf%f them at the same time Jesus %ﬁ:éf&éified. ihree men
are lead through the crowd. The qusggégggzéggk qg,ﬂﬁf;hey have a gﬁfﬂﬂgg;ling
that two of them are thieves. One is a rob@gr”é;d the other a murderer. Jesus,
of Nazareth, King of the Jews, simply golﬁxthe story about Christ. I imagine

Pilate looks on for a moment, his éggé\ r near by, says quietly to

him - T an afraid that today yo

ve condemned an innocent man.

Mthgwghgggwmenmaxgwg@fle to three crosses. And hanging
high above the éarth, the crowd cries and looks on. And suddenly we see one of
rowd cri

the criminals turning to Jesus and making a simple request -- "Lord remember me''.

T
A nd then we have the<§§;;;; word pf Jesus, verily I say unto you this

S

day, this very day, thou shalt be with me in paradise.

Let us notice two or three things here surrounding this second word of

Jesus.

I. The Man' s Situation —— The Thief.

He was first a sinner. When life flows along smoothly a man can joke

;,a"'md‘ﬁm

and laugh: about his short comings. When a man dares to stare at death, in his

face - in a short while, he is going to stand before God in a few minutes. It is

quite a different matter.



On, Mpﬂday;l talked with a man that is in a horrible condition and of

course he knows that the outcome is not bright at all. He has never made a

profession publicly or united with a church, but here in this last hour I was

speaking to him about the faith we needed in Jesus Christ. And T had a prayer

-

with him. And his parting remafszgp me were I have only one way to lgpk and

that is up.

T
fMan /men have committed crim £ but they have denied them through long
= e
trials and men have even been in death cells»waitlng for the e lectric chair.
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And when they think about death, they begin to make a full confession - because

they refuse to play theuggppgrite at that time.

3 . . .
vahlmmpave n2£,§rnh§d as this man. You are not a thief as this

man wag, you know, But the(éEhié)tells us the féﬁt that you and I and all men are

et ]

sinners. We are sinners by birth, we are sinners by choice, we are sinners because

the evil germs that flowed in Adam's veins - flow in ours.

The world is full of»k‘inds of men - rich poor good bad 1gnorant

R e T
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educatéd, black and white, red and zellow -~ but there %é 3y anwyou>will never

%

find in the world. That is the man that has nevefiéinned. All of us have sinned

and come short of the glory of God.

Now this man even‘admltted that 1t was only right for him to be punished.
P 7 i
He had sinned. Not many men will admit that, they will admit that they are not
< ;,,/ -

perfect, but the persume upon the goodness of God and say, inspite of 3ll that I

have done, he is a God of love. And I will be punished.

strango way_ of thinking about God They can live anyw

- .
anyway, and then expect God to reward them w1th prosperity and give them a home

S / AN S W

in Heaven in the life to come.
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He was nailed to the cross and soon he was going to die. This man was helpless

to save himself. He can do nothing to save him now.

Meg’todgy\feel that they must do certain thlngs to be saved., But this

SRR
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man could do nothing. He couldn't be baptized, :he couldn't give his money, he

couldn' t render any serv1ce, he didn't have an opportunity to join a church -
o v
he was helpless. In llke manner today, the sinner cannot save himself.

All of his works are of no value in connection with salvation. His
r 05 Bae TP 1e OF 1o val

righteousness is as but filthy rags.

. L Moodytand a Mormanmlcader rode for an entire day upon the train,

Each of them tried‘to convert the other, to his way of thinking, but their efforts

were all vain. When they parted, Mr. Moody said, the difference in our religion

&
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is the difference 1nkﬁg§££$%%/ YSE spell your religion *EP and I spell mine
- Fnn ﬁﬁwﬂ
"done' .
It has all been done - Christ has tasted death and every man —- the
TR g e

great transaction is done.

geon. He is chained to the floor in utter

e e

darkness. There are no doors andg°b windows to this dungeon. There is no living

person within a 100 miles.
T =
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to use his head and his heart. The works of his hands are not necessary. So
OLae o =
it was with the poor thief - he was not able to save himself. That was his

situation.

I1., The Supplication Which Led To The Second Word

=

Vg A J
We notice now the\reques

is very simple. Lord, remember me.

ég;;g, in the presence of Jesus he felt his sinfullness. You can't

com§_gg§£,;9.ﬂﬁf;st without feeling your own sin.

N
(getegiexpressed this - depart from me, o Lord, for I am a sinful person,

(ggééégg whoe is me for I am a man of unclean lips.

The thief looks at Jesus and seeé a man without sin.

When you hold a piec

When you bring it up close to the l%gg@, it seems that it is even blacker. Now

—

when you measure yourself by ogherﬂmﬁgg you fee}“p;g;;y‘good. But when you come

&
to.Jesus, you feel that you are the blackest sinner in all of the world.
s : =
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That this is the way the thief felt on the cross.

of Preachers, but I(cannot find eggg>fo: my soul. Can you help me. The preacher

replied,

n - I will tell you whether I can help you

or not.

&

conscious that you are a poor lost sinner. Do you realize that you are ruined and
. - TR A - "

...... I
undone, The woman began toqufland said, oh, I know that I ought to.go to Hell.
<. i i, : S

I don't see how God let's me live. I have never realized before, what a sinner I

He led the woman to
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find peace in Christ. But no one can be saved until they know that they are lost.

So the poor thief, side by side, with the spotless son of God, realizes

uw-m o

there is a difference between himself and the Saviour.

The hlng to notice in the man's request is hlS reat faith.) Jesus
/

was dying - soon he would breathe his last breath. And hiifbody ould hang_helpless

N N R o PR R B SR s

upon the cross. Can he help a poor thief. The thief belleves it, and asks him to

R e

remember him,

£ Jesus was a 31gn,jﬁeSus, Klng of the Jews. Now that was

fffff e 0

the ,‘of the day. The idea of a man dying ‘on the cross —éeing a kin) But the
Nl > 8 Xing.

thief believed it - he had faith that this man would come down from the cross and

someday mount a throne.

1nto the Kingdom - but g '_k come

ST

e \

; ob cried out, he is Kln » Lhen he must have %zgggyn, A crown of

thorns upon his brow. If he is King, then we must give him a gggg;er. So they

nce to

placed a reed in his hand. If he is a King, then we will show our allegi
S, g ® %x‘:?;ﬁﬁ":\“

him, So they spat in his face. Is he a King, then we must give him a rohg. And

theyput a purg;giwggbe on his shoulder. If he is a King then we'll aise up our

han@gwgg him, so they slappggwhim and pulled at his beard. If he is a King, then

he must have a tgywne, so they raised him on ac

Now the{quality of this man's faith - he had a head faith. He looked at

——

the inscription and he believed in deed that this man was King. He called him
Lord and before a man can be saved, he must have some head faith - he must believe
that Christ is the son of God that died and rose again, That his blood will wash

away all sin.



A man_can believe a lot of things about the Bible. And he can still
go to Hell. This man had great faith and he had heart faith. He not only

believed, but he trusted him with his whole heart. A person is saved.

Now the(iggg;;:;aid - rather Paul sald to him believe on the Lord
~——

Jesus Christ and ﬁhou shalt be saved. We must believe and act upon this from
the heart and trust him completely. The seat of religion is in a man's head as
well as his heart. And you can read books about seeking God with you head only
but you'll never find him., The heart must move, the emotions must be stirred,

etc.

Now look at what his faith expressed - it expressed belief in th'igaqgggﬁ
Tlife. It expressed the need of his own soul. He confessed that Christ was‘divine
Q;;Q he called him Lord. He showed that he believed in him as the Saviour when
he asked him to be remembered. And he showed that he believed in the Kingship
of Christ, when he said, come into thy Kingdom. He showed that he believed in the

second coming of Christ when he mentioned his Kingdom which was to come.

He had aﬁéourageous'%aith - all the crowd was crying out for the death of

Christ, Even his disciples had forsaken him. Do you have this kind of courage.
NG

When you speak up when others berate Christ and his church. It ought to be a matter

with you - not what others do and say. But you ought to be loyal to Christ and to

his church.

In the last place about this man's request he reall dld Y ask a whole

e S

lot. He didn't say, now I want a real place in Heaven. He didn't say, I'd like

to have a ifgwax I'd like to be gggond in the Kingdom, He jggtﬂgg&ggv$vigW;@QOhb

You know Christ always gives us more than we ask for. So he not only remembered the

red.

man but he gave him a home in Heaven. Where death and trouble would never touch him



again.

11T, The Man'Heard the Second Word from the Cross

thou shalt be with me in Paradise.

day

Jesus said, tOdaY:élli e

Now this second word is thekkey Jto this man s .salvation.

saved. He was saved @ is faith. Not by his works - he was hanw

And if some sort of confirmation or orientation program had to be gone through
R g

before he could have gotten in, this man would never have been saved. He never

had the privilege of partaking of the Lord's Supper. The man wasn't saved by his
e R

good works., But by the second word of Jesus. He would never be able to contribute
Ver be able to contrit

a penny. He wouldn't be able to stand up and give a testimony, about the good
Q_A_’—?f""y"

things in his life, The Bible plainly states, that pg,rac

Ei%i‘/t,,l’* And that not of yourselves. It is the gif_t_gf__(}_g%— not of works, less any

man should boast,

his thief had not died on the cross - suppose that the soldgers

B NI g3

had ta@Mm mmediately. And he had been restored to_}hls’_fnfamil,. Suppose he

about the grace of God which saved him.

Now you have been saved by faith, you showing your faith by your

works.

ey

How lomg does it take Jesus to save anyone.
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How much time does it take Jesus to change us from sinners to

saints.
the Devil, .and put us into the family of Godw. He does this in the (¢ ink1d
st " Fiede

of an eye, Even this moment, before we leave this church today - you can be

saved,

e
No ré did Jesus take this map., He took him to paradise. It is
et e e - ’ e S, S SRS j7
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in Heavep, where Jesus is.

) Jesus died, he said, Father - into thy hgés
I commend my spirit. He told the thief, this day, you are

me.

going to.be with

Q " Aong will

1e_thief be there. He will be there forever. He will

be there\‘,;»ﬁerﬁ}&g@g&g&m{gg ven. And when we have been there 10,000 years, bright

shining as the sun. We have no less days to sing God's praise, than when we first

begun,

'man didn't have long to live. So he did something about his

Now i:hisw

soul. He say, well, like some of you - I'll think.about it. Next.

gag: 1

think it will be time fors me to get ready to meet God., He dldn't];;ageanymore

time. An ""Ou really have another week. Do you have another year, So let me
~‘.—‘_’7 ey o i = ‘—7/

urge upon you how — to come and put all your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.

He wrote many books. He made lots

but all of this dlmmg,h;mhap viness and peace. No, these things can't bring

RS AR

happiness. You must have Christ in your heart. So Eznest Hemingway some time ago

ended it all with a gun., And a fitting inscription on his tomb would bek}all

it profit a man if he should gain the whole world and lose his own soul.
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were dragged into the arena as a résult of his betrayal. HKnd thrown to the wild

R

beasts. At last the Christians discovered his deception. It was hard not to be

bitter against him. Should they attempt to win:him to Christ. Nothing could

reach him. He seemed to be dammed. Even while he live. The story goes the old

spy sat in the, colle51um and watchedlthe Christians die. He saw the wild beasts

eSS TR R SRS RS

and he watched themAbeing burngwapmghe-stake. One day he s

Christ.in the

e

face of those martyrs - boldy he said, I too am a Christian, he confessed, He
*___’_______,_,4_7%_‘___

was tied to a stake, by another victim. And as he died, he wasfgeard to 1lift

his voice to Heaven and cried - Jesus, Jesus

His cry was like.the-thief on the cross. And you know, our Saviour never

turns anyone away - there are no hépeless cases.

e % ¢ ip——— e ?.‘
faithfully warning the people of the dang r of pro rasinatlon‘” When/érman asked,

x.}'&(vv..w

what about the thief on the cross. He was indicating that he waited until his dying

breath. The preacher asked - whichwthler It is dan erous to.

One saved - the Lord makss room for contrite souls above. One lost - let

none presume on his exceeding love.

save her. She f”w :fto a preacher and told him all about her sins. And asked

in the light of her sins, if she could be saved. That night she came to church and

with down cast eyes,she asked h1m 1f he had read the letter. He told her that he

had read it and that God could save her. He then turned in the Bible to Isaiagh 1:18,
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Come, now and let us reason together Though
oo SR T BEE ugh your sins be as.scarlet, they

e ,,...‘.....‘,..........

The woman simply couldn't believe the truth of the text, and went

away with a trouble heart. The next day she returned with great joy on her face
et i =T

and said, I had a dream last night. Someone held the Bible before my face and

opened it to Isaiah 1:18 and I read that précio S

oL

omise. agaln. Then I looked

up to see who was holding the Bible and I saw that it was Jesus, and I knew that

the promise was made for me. She was saved and became a soul winner herself.

life.

And these are words that ought

to be heard in each Christian heart. These memorable words of our Lord - today

the very shédow of the hil f Zio

AN &"3}4‘ * SRS

In the morning he was led through the earthly city gates in company with the mob

and before night time and the darkness descended upon. Jerusalem he was_ in another
e ————m— é—"’""l A

cipy. Even the heavenly — all the hosts of heaven were looking forward to receive

[N e

back to the throne.

This man casted his vote ~ he didn t mark his ballot - but by d voice vote.

s B S L

On that bed of agony ~ in that c.amber of sobs and tears, the next hour he was up

and away in the paradise of God. Where there was the renewing, perhaps, a fellowship

with the lamb.
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I1f you receive this second word, then be thou faithful until death,

Struggle on. For verily thou shall be with me in paradise - he says.



