would make a public profession, that is one way of taking up
R T TSRS T T
your bed and walking.

st, you never need |

When you stand in the strength of

to think about any possibility of failing.

Jesus told him to walk. That is to begin some kind of
.==—-———"__'—__7 i 7

activity.
—

There be activity, some of the critics are on the outside
Mﬁ

of the church, they do not worry, me, because they stay away.

TN TS

But  those people that we worry about are those whose

gég;§>we have on th

very much like this man by the

pool. They. complain that nobody will help them. They com-
O
plain that the preachet ‘never comes to see them. Or they

say, I go to church but. ngmwm Or the church
y g i ch

>l
T don't.like the.music-down.there. Or ,.
they have tqolmggz_hxpnczi&ﬁﬁ. etc. (gngn have noticed that |
: s
i

is after my money«

n;__f

when the complaining fellow begins to walkggg_hig;ggp, and

he begins to support the church with his prayers, his presence{
! 7 o

his gifgs, his service, he finds great joy and strength and

he is made whole. He is made whole only when he begins to

do worthwhile things for Christ. The sickest people are

usually those who have the least to do. And those who do

_in..the—~temple,
h——’.—-__——'

he was giving thanks to God after his experience. ‘

e —— e —

the least for Jesus. Now

S et

ey

"THE SIGNIFICANT TESTIMONY"

John 5

INTRODUCTION:

No one can doubt the importance of a good testimony.

And the( statement Jof a person many times means the victory
e(_...E-“ 2 Ten

move.

the imperial counci at anms in Germany, he was questioned

at length in the preqﬁgce of Enperaza Charles V. He was

questioned thoroughly honcerning his interpretation of the

\
Bible and his activitiei which were initiating the mighty
g i T T

reformation. All mannerﬂof threats were used to intimidate

the threat of e , even the threat of death. At
i e T

last Martin Luther said,]"do what you will, here I stand, God
<

helginﬁ me I can do no other;;7 Now here truly was a great

testimony.

It ig{my)purpose tonight to give you at 1ea§= seven

great es found in the 5th chapter of John. First,
’ ——— T o) b’

the testimony of the one made whole. Verse 1-15. (fecogg,



2 } 3

the testimony of his authority. Verse 16-32. @) the 1‘ asked the man if he wanted to get well when there was no hope
S ‘ gn— / .—/

testimony of wt' Verse 34. @ the - for him would have been very cruel. It would have been. ke

testimony of his works. Verse 36. @ the testimony

of the Father. Verse 37 and 38. @the testimony of

the Old Testament or the scriptures. Verse 39, And genth>

the testimony of Moses. Verse 45.

I, :The Testimonz of thel One Made Whole.&
\/)//This indeed is the most i&gg_ga_s_giggﬁoty.‘ It is about .

a man who was sick for 38 years. We ought to have great {
TG 3_2_7

|

do and will do for us if we really and when we really ‘wart -him;
'.—ﬁ—————-

of @ want him to_w « T 'We

|
g to'do"it. "Bu
1 perhaps many times wasting our lives, when right here we have

the conditions of wonderful things. And Jesus ggge this man |

] a co Arise! That was a st o He was
‘Wle who are sick because that is a long time. ﬂd_ P A | | R W~ 7. eomn
i paralyzed, the one thing he could not do was rise. And Christ
W, people sggyz up, the friends-show | e [ ad) [iw oSOB6E"TeNT atelqmos ve [ oot
N 7 | asked him to do the impossibility. And it is the most amazing
up to bring_flowg;s and to oh_.g‘;;_him up. Now if this man had ) 3 T—r— 0 e s alete— |
‘ thing that here this man was asked to do this. And even '

ou to come t,am&h_eujhii;_;,_and
M_. oy %3 $
be made whole. Not by our own

,%they would have grieved for him and attended his funeral.
f

we can ask and invite

wer, but Christ and his

YUh . !

presence. And as St. @said I can do all things through |

\/‘ é He said to this mou want to get well./ The other Christ that strengthens me.
. .

sick friends around the pool had somebody to help them when ; TW— that is do everything possible to
waters were troubled and they could get help. But here was '~ eliminate your temptations now. When a person makes a new
a man who was sick and his sickness certainly was not of his | decision or new resolution, one of the most strengthening

mind but he was all ér_mzi led U/Q) Jesus asked him "do you things is that he can tell somebody, give a testimony of it.

want to get well?" "Will you be made whole?" gg!you will make this decision even tonight when we give the
y it ~ o e S SISO e
He here was g possibilityyof cure. To have invitation, if you would come forward in this service, if you
. 3 & oerr-1.

ey




_-aid rise, take up your bed. Here was-a command.

é%ti:ihimself up. He was)conversing here with

if he had not attempted to help himself, he had not been

a_ sinner but

cured. '-lile'had no one else to blame. --And~Christ‘did

-even bid him to. e watersg. But he.said, take up-

your bed«  And this certainly Was(ggg)a‘recovery~by»degrees

but ‘his body was strengtheaed,(EE&gégﬁésﬁésgsn;egd now on

his back. He was able to carry this load and he was to . give

@'y__g_ﬁ@gf this that was done in the public, on the :

Sabbath Day. 'Christ was thus, giving a testimonytagainst
\nu---———”

tradition of the elders because of the Sabbath and here was

the truth asiéZ;;§§>had his hosts to march around the '

Jericho on the Sabbath: Day. God commanded this man through

i

Jesus to take 'up 'his bed. Hereby to test the. obedience .
3 e

R
by earrying the bed publicly,

28 _-‘elf to(all those

who could see.  And of courseé, had he not been willing to
b 1 . .

obey Jesus he would not. have dome. thisaic satlio. vap 1o
ng him and

jﬁn@% gglt!the power of Christ %Es};
immediately he wags made whole. Wfor

What became of: this poor man after he was cured.

Christ.

We are here told.

- he carries hisbed:and the; Jews, say on. . the
g e

5
Ljitiaﬁ/
feast and because it was an epportunity of doing good. This

place here at the pool was so situated at Jerusalem by the
' i

sheep market. In Verse 2 through Verse 4. It was called a
—ﬂ o
pool or pond, interpreted the ho + There in it

appeared at this place of mercy the sick people with disease
and misery.

It.had £

RS ———ey

which the sick lay.

\/‘ 3 In éerse 3ke are told how it was frequented by these

e g
sick cripples, impotent folks, how many are the afflictions
——q‘

in the world today, a mgétitude of Beog%e.
good tl_m_gwuals and we may take

thank God for the

around it and a roof and walk in

e sn——

It may do us

occasion to see the calmities of others,
comforts.
There were three sorts of people there, th

tgi‘3§151 the withere

being least able to help themselves into the water, they
; o

blind,

And these are mentioned because of

lay longest waiting on the porches. And he took pains and

Oh, that men were wise today about

patience with this cure.
e TR
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their needs. { , 35 GWi @ o

'In Verse 4 what virtue was had to curé people. It

N

sually went doqg_ nto the water and'sti;ged

p 0y 1 and‘it was like we think in terms of preparation for

C——

eﬂgsgisigp. And the troubled waters was the eisgg::xnﬂ
there was_healins.

and the operation was whosoever should ste

The angel descended, stirréd the water,

(o X3 b

would be made whole. Now the miracu¥ous limitation of the

virtue as to the person cured, he had first to step in and
he had benefit.
This teaches us to obserye and to use our '

and to look that no seasons slip by.

That he or they that stepped in immediately

was. cured.

opportuni The angel

stirred the water but it was left up to the individual ‘to get

in. Does not God put his scriptures and his power and
salvation here for healing but it is our own' fault if we do
not- take it. 2 If t "
~Where are all thé wonders that our fathers told us of.
We may hence take occasion to acknowledge with thankfulness

God's goodness. It was certainly a'‘fountain ‘openéd up here.

‘, 5 In.dis_eervef-'if:hwe man who &Egeal’ed. ‘It was
' - — A &

///5/;:;kness, the loss of the use of hisg limbs, he was unable

to ‘walk.:

it had been for 28 years.

He ‘'was:a burden toleveryone in this duration and

And our Lord was walking by here

7
on this-yprd's day, on a Sabbath Day. And he was interested

in these sick folks: oAnd he 'says will you be made whole.

{
/‘/? In vthe cireunstances ate briefly related:’ '
Jesug, )

_gﬁ_ggz_hjniﬁgﬁgg;"and-ﬂhtistﬁcamé up into this place, and

there was a grgab'mu];;ggge,fbut'he fixed. Lexes, upon this

one. Perhaps he was the senior one of the house, perhaps he
* i 3

had ‘been there ' onger, and he wanted to help this helpless
g ¥ g 2 . P —'—mﬁs a——
man. ‘Here was a man'who had been disappointed from all the

cures and how long his condition had been.

A strange question, will you be made whole? It expressed

concern. shall I do : saying.  To teach!

him the value of mercy, to get him to:think about his-spirit-

ual need. ‘ ) it it o

Y ‘»7 I,the~man renewed his .»comglai-nt. +I have no! 2

V/,éégz;g_ggﬁ_m‘finr It is not for want of good will he said

but I am waiting for a good friegd to E&Eﬁ-hY' He gggg not

think of any other way of being cured, other than the waters.
And he degénds upon_a friend to do this. And he complains that

he does not have a m;g.or-a E;iend to show him this kindness.

What a tragedy, the man who said,

o man cares! for my soul.
Another step before him was then offered.

And: I wonder if it was everyone for himself, and this

man had been disappointed time and time again.

¥



12 i,
chagter. Why should it be a gospel of good news to us who |

live 1800 years since this man. @E;i man has been dead and |

it was thousands of miles away. @might hear about that |

pool but we here in SM&MMM
S - =

that pool. We might be

people but we could never get

ﬂfﬁiﬂfﬁg-b“t if we were told thattgf could be made alive by

this way, we would say well the p of Jer 1d

get there first. But this would be news that everyone, every
F—'_“‘_‘--__7

where might know that it is for them.

o

It does not tell us that Jesus

It is just this news
that comes to you tonight.

Christ had a special regard for just one man who was sick

for 38 years and he cured him. But igwg;yggwnehahaagigééggs

T to heal the b ~and spirits of

individuals as the good servant. He is able to lift men. .

from t%géézeggghes today. Tt is a lesson today that the gift

And we might be glad of the healing of this

of God can come.

kind of a physician.

Bu f you would like to his one. For
th estimony £ _this man tells us that th

thing about it. And I wonder if we would wish somebody to %
o T

tell us that. The @thmgs that go on in our hearts j

ever since we have been/()rn oh, would want to m& the

I

dark desjpaminlve-bed,.. the%e ye spoken, the ZEbh. z

we have committed. Do we not even let out~dearest friends

Sabbath Day. Now they who had power to punish him, they
informed against him.

the man justified himself in what he did by
‘ o

a warrant that would bear him out. Now he did not have

contempt for the Sabbath Day.

(Vérse 12)we find the(szggzluquired about this. What

And they were overlooked, that which might be

man is that.
They inquired not for

is made nyg;e, but they were

looking for something against him that they might betray him

a ground of their faith 1n_gheé§

curiosity,@ is this man that

as they resolved to look upon the Christ as a mere man and
as a bad man., And here was this poor man giving an account
of what had happened unto him.

rist: was unknown to him when he healed him.
s S X

Probably he had never heard the name of Jesus before, Christ

dgsgrmany good tur#:,for people who have never known him.

P i

But he comes to en%égaﬁgn it and to sgggggﬁggn and ‘to quicken

and comfort people though you have never met him before.

Jesus has been here (all the time. For the present, ‘he kept
himself unknown. And we discover that here was things that
passed between him and our Lord Jesus Christ in the nesxt

interview.

(Eé;éé;zziyha¢e~6htggg=£gggd him in the temple, the place

ofcggg;;ggﬂygggxﬁ}~ln our attendance of public worship, we

|
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m ay expect to be with Christ and to improve our own acquaint-

ance with him. ,Shfigﬁngggt to the temple. We remember that

Christ went to the temple there, and bqggagi§=§gagiﬁgnx“gf

this divine power. The m d and he went to the
= w

temple and Jesus found him there.

He was there, we trust

need to attend to his solemn Eraises.

today when they are s

£ well, you'll see me every

nissl

And that does (hot Jlast long
e m—

and it is not long before “they are migg;ng from the place of

worship. entions but here was

Oh yes, they have good
this man_restored and the sooner the better, man comes and
——-——-=7 ", L ——

gives his testimony. He had carried his bed, he must go

to the temple.

He was made whole and he was found whole.

mention of the-in, of ‘this man. “But he did tell him that

“iif he returned to his sin, then he would
ey il
s of this
He had had__g__i_l_/xg_a_r o

be worse than ever before.

awful, awful life. The misery, we were m‘de_yhole from

e e R S

4 |

warning us to sin no more. Hagégﬁ left sé;, then he
enlarges upon this. This mw very

hopeful in the temple. For this common man had this pro-

mise of God and he CW And he

gives him this warning danger, that in case he goes back to

I

his former sinful coarse, then worse things will come unto
s I i

him, Christ whq/knows all men' s heart\)knew that he was one

} { !

of those men who had sinned And for 38 years, it had been

o { oy B i

a bad thing in his life but he says worse th;gg is going

Il ’ 1 I

to come if you g0 back to your sin

yq} this man intzerse 15} gave a simgle testimony to

the Jews concerning Christ. He told them he was Jesus and

i1

that he had made him whole. And this brought about enmity

1

upon Christ Jesus.
--nwmeemhdmnuand they

could not hardly recoggize that he was whole. But in the

temple, he had gone there to share -his blessing and praise

God.

And of course when

that was go ing to come to

To be no more a sinner, not to sin, is what Jesus was
ST TR i e e .

talking about that//ec
him.
sayinP to this man. Now the people of Jerusalem believed

' 0 )

that there was help in that pool and they believed it. There

was good news which came to them. But you say, what is that
Al s

to us today. @MMMMEM
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this man. ‘The raising of the dead.'~Andnlater on, he himself
_——-"—g /
would rise. ‘That these: things were great.and even the ..,

raising o

A S AT

: g
and' these things would be marvels to them.- And in particular

he 'proves thislequality< o 0 200 pond gend dned syl

\%I@e .enlarges upon it and talks about this.
O

wery His authority to do it, as uF her raises up the

D, -

dead. And he has a prorogative to do this and to give life.

To God. 2 the .fir bw:ls the one whg can_

cause a man to become a soul. And God has done this

through his prophets and through the resurrection of the

dead.’ And'he"W and‘ﬁg‘%mc 1And

he enlightens those and dispenses his power to their hands.

'"He has’ability to do'this as explained in to

give life and have life within himself, and 4t/ isi certain:

that he can give life. e T ]

hgv{2§=é;ﬁﬁu§g:giggelf that he can quicken those by a

p ) } 2 14 3¢
3 L - In e t:ells by acting upon this authw |
’£;;£2;ﬁ G T

Rl o SO PR PR LR 4
resurrec rom death sin, to a life of righteousness.

A

The hour is coming and now is, o & is the resurrection begun

fe. He vouldvinscitutewnewwordiaances1
»ﬁgﬁ {

|
|
|
|

know about these things. This would be the natural feelingsf

of us all.

But(gggg:has the righteous Christ who hated sin and

1‘.

{

evil. And he had opened up this man's life. But let us
remember that he who is to heal, must be acquainted with
those who are sick.

and you know therei}s, your conscience speaks of him. With

i o

L

Be assured too, there is such a one

what other people have said to you, or done to you, but with
all that has ever been in you == right or wrong, fair or fou

good or evil. I know it is a thought that(?rightens uglyhen g
) 1

—————————

o

we first think about it and we want to shrink back in our

hearts.

But who is he, it is the Lord Jesus Christ who said to

this man, you have been sick 38 years. We know what he would

do to us, each of us. He is certainly the healer. And those

around that pool could testify to that. And all that we are

most ashamed of in our lives now when we believe that he is

such a one, that we understand that, then we will change. We

want healing and we need it.

It was on a Sabbath Day, the testimony of the Sabbath.

IL. The

We come now in

Cabhath Navwv

Our

i ——
of ’is Authorit
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rulers were angry. :’ That God means it to be a day of healing
and blessing to all, it is certainly a sure thing.

mg/ Sunday&bee e it dis so. Wﬁi
N . ,» or hearua.few.words. from

‘We .come here

o -church to

L) to learn.uho the oreat isy ‘and how we
are to be ‘healed. . We come that we may walk
during the week and go through the business that wev‘h-ave |
before, us,as God's children that we may be able to walk and

to carry our burden as he would have us do.: .Ir@ he

lays down the.

the show hread. ; The geopl ;mteri;xg, their cattle on the
P

Sabbath. « The Lord is the Lord of that day.  He pleads that

he was the son of God and that he was following ithe ‘calling

of his Father. 'That he was a worker together with God. ' Now
/'

God rested only from such work as he had done in ‘the six days

and ‘we are appointed to rest on the Sabbath Day. ' Yet we are

not restrained from doing that which is for the glory ef God.
/

And ‘he ‘does all for the glory of God.

the offense that was taken at his doctrine,

by the word of Christ because they said he had broken the law

. Those that would not be enlightened

15

on the Sabbath. And 'that che was ‘wrong “and :mdliw

“ing on the bench

God was his Father. Now they pretended to be jealous for
meum‘-»' 5 - >

% So-he was as mo onme else. @W&g“

Father by.the.same.authority andiWal with

God. ‘Yet it was unjustly imputed to him as an offense.

That he would 'say that he was equal to the Father. And

,
Christ continues throughout the chapter to the’end; to give

this testimony, confirm his commission. (S o .

] Ie says in general that he is here as the
‘mediator and verily, ‘verily, I say unto you, I am he and-he
commands the moét"éeri‘ous'_' attention, that they are matters:
purely divine revelation. Things which Christ has told us
and which we' could/not have otherwise known without him. . -

The Son - obedience to the 1. .

Father's will. <Christ was so entirely devoted to the .

Father's will, thatiit was dimpossible for him to do anything

contrary to the Father. ! fiiad : ‘ L vl

ﬂw’ he_was.doing. the work

of God. T vas acquainted uieh cheQurposeNot the Father
# o - ST

and it is plain that he never t

ered; and he was

faithful in this way.

I thwthe Son. This is my

But he had- said also that..




