~s8ld that 11 a man could climb To & helght o eet he
. A8 /\.—' ;
could extend his range to 72 mfiles. Then, and fancy it, if you
RS,

could climb to w you could see@_mij;s. What a great

BB o I —

challenge! The higher you climb, the more you can see. For
7

example, in aigszqglgng, g man can climb to the point where he

/Z
can actually seg/250 miles. We say, 'I%W"' There

are people who can see things far away, but they miss the thiggs

which are close to them; they miss these beaufiful Bhings that

M found this out when he was

box of water colors
s Aaas” P

which the good sales lady have for Ehree pennies because that

i

was all that he had. His eyes saw ?ore as time w;nt along and

he became an art master at Westminﬁster Training College in

ngﬁon. He' could find beauty in trees, in floggxs, in hillg,

end in the faces of his friends. Many( told him that he
LS X

fshould g or 55 and see some beautiful canals and

: &
sights. He said that his &ifficulty was to appreciate his own
- ——-—-’Inu-

little garden and the beautiful peach trees, the rose bush on

the wall. It is glorious to have good eyes to see a long way

off, but that is not everythings We need to pray that God will
give us eyes to see the beautiful things in the common things of

life.

Q@) ould view things from a great distance as well as
S— e

the present.

THE SIGNS OF THE T% By
B . O

N

Matthew 2k

) 5, 1s{always a hazggdeous undertaking to attempt to somehow

capture the spirit of an age or to attempt in an"effort to label

the times in which one lives. I suppose someone would call this

a 'beat Egggratégg" of restless youths and impulses throughout
_—_—-———7%
the nation as ngz_ﬁ:gni%;rs are crossed every day. There is a

great deal of apathy in this "beat generation." It baffles even

govemnment on every hand.
-——-"-_7

Much of the( culturez) and the

ideas of this age no longer

makf‘ESEEF. For example, thqfﬁ;EZ;;~ZE§Dwith its tWii:Eg’ mean-

ingless contours spread out over a wilderness of canvas.

has given us gadgets that never work better and we could care

————

less, so the "Saturday Review" reports.

Things on the surface indicate the contrary and are not

completely soundproof. The problem is rather that we cannot

tell the time.

In the arena of this world there isw@
i o

in our own ability to understand and to control sense.

As there ar show—dow§§ in government and among statesman,

A ¥A

this world is more unsettled every day.

T

D president said in an introduction to



["American Diplomacy entitled Mﬁé traced the | the Tinal time and 'ﬁilsi lament over Je‘ru_g_q,lgn as listed in Matthe

successive waves of dislusionment that swept across the public {,,_23231—32 yseared the disciples' hearts, rang into their aaty like

R, o
mind and also exposed the diplomatic blunders by political ( thunder. They could not help but remind Jesus, perhaps in gentl
parties. | rebuke, that 1se hened these stones were sure to
- stw%tth{ﬂ :1)§ But He would not have it
The result is bewilderment and this is a haunti on-- O
—-————-—_'7

that way; even the supreme JewMuary was certainly to be

reduced to rubble

what can I do about the under-toé in WS that threaten

%o carry us out to unknown depths? We are embarrassed in this

| trouble world whose symbol for this generation is like a question This was the lm for the destruction of the temple
s —————
mark and each religion seems to falter in perplexity because of | would result in the abrupt end of religion as they knew it. It
| the magnitude of the problems which we face. would seem to make nonsense of their Sc%ptures--the 0ld Testa~
3' ment, as well as their entire sysbtem of Mipn.
caders for their inabilify to | -~
see the momentous ewents that moved about them. To be sure," he ‘ So they turned the tables Mlﬂlﬂayer; He had insisted

said ik Matthew 16:2=3%"you & perts on thd weather \ as l'- that they interpret the sigms of the times. Now in the privacy
it , a—-(—-yb 7

' prophets of the weather but to discern the signs of the times, | of Olivet they demanded that He explain the shocking sign which

you are not sble to see them." These weatwed would bring life as they knew it to an end @

the skies and searched for z_adn2 but they were blind concerning -
‘ a.ve not one, but two

sy

the marvelous things that were taking place. This was an indict 2 B conni
1 signs and His reply guides us as we attempt to read the right

R

e —

| ment by Jesus and even could be.carried over to our day.
, stand bewildered. There

Throughout his ministry, Jesus set himself steadily against | vas first the sign of tragedy and then the si@ﬂqf triumph (verse

,,.—»A—““"-&-m 7
 ever form of pious Jewish patriot%sm. He sought to wage war lw@ How far can you see concerning the signs of the
——— 7 o 4308 PN,
! :

with Rome in the name of God. He said that unless the nation _and glrl are fascinated by this question. One day

changed its course, he warned that it would come to the same the skilled éaptain Fxrmon[Ston took his slide.zule and compute:

I
\

doom (Ew \ and said that the avw of average height standing &t

i

ajn ! ay. Then he

Jesus reached Hig



material, and the churches have become contented.

We have courted chaos and impending doom.

concernlng our beloved nation which ought to bring every

has assembled a group of shocking statistics

Christian to his kneew.
The 116 urch goe¥s in the United States are more

than ever before. That's an increase of 307 in ten years.

But illegitimacy has increased 300%.
AR

RQEHRSEERHY has become a $500_m;L;ion a year business.

Vggssggg_giﬁgage has increased 72% in one year.
Our crime bill is $20 billion a year and crime is increasin%

four times faster than our population is increasing.

Jugggééssi;imgﬁ,is increasing 5 times faster.

For every dollax we spend on churches, we spend §12 thou-

sand on crime.

Our nation has T million alcoholics and 3. 1/2.middion pro-

blem drinkers.

Com3é§g=££§=§gg,ﬁhuna§§a, synagogues , and temples and they
g

are outnumbered by our taveraé”ﬁyw11§_ﬁh33§§nd.

1 2

Combine all the mone; we spend on rel@gious education, |

‘medicine, and automobiles and the money we give to gamblers is |
e —enti I e AT NG b 0

PLTIS e qm?

p P i
greater than all of those put together.

Qurs is the most Cix“jiiil most thion on

earth . vet 37 million of our own children receive absolutely

IT. The sign of tragedy--Matthew 24:15 [~ l/

.in Jesus day! He described the first sign in a

technical term that perhaps had some religious history to it.

Inmediately His disciples would remember ember the _days of,

Vol semesber vhen hoted {ggiociue Jotoaneh vent ot of nis

way to desocrate and profane the t le with senseless vulgar-
il R —. EL-gu-- SR —-jgme(

ities as he overéorded the sacred and offered swigg's SEEEh on

the great altar. He set up public.xules for prosecutions in the
s r ‘.__———-?-

Thej

sacred courts and violg;ed the holy place by erecting there a

To do this was to go _cross grain gaiagt the religion and

the feeling of the people.

ation of Desolation."

gs it as the "apgalinﬁ hgrror" and this

phrase came to stand for a degestible triumph of evil in the
SESLible Triu 3

very face of Almighty God.

Despite the fact that th

\- emporariily delivered
the Jews from the ultimate ia&%&EEV’CJeﬁﬁﬁ ¥as not foole§ by

that. He said that they would face it again. He refused to
\____

mininize t and the potentiality of human iniquity. Men

shall perish by the gyord for evil does
not overcome evil, but rather begg&a more in time.

eastoe

Jesus knew

full well that wicked men would continue in what +hev aonld An



It was only in a few dgxg that they would lay their hands

upon the hws and upon Him and wo

/
. up for spectacle and He would suffer indi itieﬁ and the pro-

)
They would then place Him, as though abandoned by God and men , ;

faining of everything precious to Him and a repuditation for all

This would be an appaling horror and

e —

of which He stood for.

. 8ll men would behold Him,

With the leaders, so with his fidtkowers, his disciples woull

ence.

Thwwg, wars , famine, persecution,
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! when all appeared to be lost.

WS’ Jesus’ warped thal mattess would

go from bad to worse with no relief in sight. Finally they

would behold the sickening abomination of desolggéon--the un-

mistakable sigh of the collaspe of every cherished value.

Before man

prophecies of Jesus

were fully confirmed. Refusing to accegtaphis straﬁfgy of

P

_overcoqiggﬂgxilmui&hwgpod, the Jews sought instead to fight

imishes to try to hold

fire with fire. After preli

He
o
ct
o]

E
o
=

)
|

| reproduce the retrechedness of his passion in their own experi- j

i L S v

Soon the streets vere littered with decaying corpses. Hungr
el

mad mothers were reduced to cannibalism and roasted their

children for a biie of food.

a—

When th were nally breached, the defendants

——

ret{sgted into the temple in the insif? confidence that God

R o
would somehow save them.

But they were slaughtered in the Holy
Place itself.

Be@gre the Romans were done, every sacred thing was in

Vo ki inars Sov 4

shambles. The entire church was destroyed. As though it were,
\W"’ ———

————

the place of faith had been reduced to desolation and wasteland
Jesus had indeed read the signs of the times rightuwhen he

said and promised the abomination of desolation.

is it :: ? Are there any strikigﬁ signs that we

too, will see where the sacred things of life are going to be

left desolate?

Unless events take an unexpected turn, we stand to witness
the disg%ggée&ﬂﬁgt of many and of our own most cherished values
. e

when we think about the clock of history that is clicking fast

in our own time anez:;F3;2}s pushing the hands toward midnight.

We have sown the bittex sggdg gf susEic1on dis ggst and

hatzr gd and it w1ll do no good for us to hope for a crop

failure.

Proral £ibed

has grown flabby:; our homes have lost their

‘j‘ place of honor; owmmmmlhtii_



or so ago had confidence in secularism and silenced the preache
who dared proclaim én outdated message of gloom. But today the
scientist has stolen the preacher's message and }bblaiy © - they
are recovering this message--that everything precious, every-
thing beautiful, everything will be sacrificed. It is'ufgent

that we see the signs of our times.

In Jesus day if tragedy was the first word of Jesus, it
certainly was not his last word. He dared to believe that when

man is at his sinning worst, God is at His saving best. All of

the universe wili-fall before the appearence of His glory. His

sign will be an insignia rallying those saints as He explained

fCTE

paradox to His own personal destiny.

To be. sure His friends

ery indignity imaginable.

He would indeed suffer many things.

uman trag

;@ he full force of h

awful éries in the space of those three days in which He was

edy would go up in the

A

in the tomb.

Again, as with the Masﬁer,'so with the servent! If the

>l

- A

that we have more preachers in the United States, but we are f

pgzigg_;ggg_g&iga;ion to them than et any time in our nation's

history. They are being ignored.

Would you not agree with him that we are no longer fishers
"

of men--that Americe; as the grea (m "Is gre

because she is ﬁood and if American ever ceases to be good, =

America will cease to be great."

To every Christian this responsibility is yours @u
o

ou do? Now when Jesu the generation in which
y%——-

He lived, it is strange that He described it as the ebomination

of desolation. If we seek to understand our own generation, I

fear that we will have similiar feelings. 1 we

liken this generation? What are we to say about the reaction
‘W
of our generation to the gospel of Jesus Christ? There are

many things in our day that point to the signs of the times.

sperity hardened generatio? With the |

highest livigg,sbandard of any people of any time, the people

of our day seem to be hardly cﬂns-cians_oi;mgd._nf.ﬁod or
anything that God can provide.

They look to money and things

that money can buy. There is little feeling of dependance upon

God. The dear prosperity has all but hardened the heart and

| blinded the eyes 6f the great mass today.

This ge

We have come to know




is difficult to penetrate the shell with the real truth--the

Je?&i 79’pj1

and information centers that it is difficult to interest people '

rld, the
rkﬁ4ki

in the truth.of . God. But facts without wisdom to interpret and | greatest promise of the W

Eanky o Yo Rt

This generation igf disaster hardened

) s

rightly use them can be disastrous.

This generation iggéleasure hardened?and coupled with our

emphasis upon things which seek after pleasure--whether it be 1

We have lived under

and tension for over 20 years. Wars and

rumors of wars ‘threaten; the qug=g£=£2§§gaf bombs and chemical

warfare and other possible disasters has made it difficult to

arouse people by the wwg_mmmﬁm!@em.

We have become hardened to these and the good news of God is

1 the purchase of hei’;uxury, an expensive yacation, or ease and
et
self-indulgent living. the main obJjective seems to be pleasure.

Like Solomon, many a man could say tgday, "Whatsoever mine

eyes desire, I kept not from them. I withheld not my heart

passed off lightly. The egpire

}of horror which

describes this fearful possibility/is ever in our midst. The

extermina;ion, the terﬁgr, the contamin%;ion, the diabg}&c313T

This generation bent on tembera.l, fleshly

i&&‘l ef't 1n t z gos or them. sz

from any Jjoy.

pleasure has not much thr

 Banpnzht Cests ¥ 3lioso Toek

, gé; ::2 |
‘ This generation i ardened /4 The reading, thej

listening, and the viewing diet served daily to the American

home is saturated with emotional excitement.

ending situations- of the soap-operas, the dramatic Egstgs}ps;
the action packed westerns, the adveaturg;gégﬁures——all of

these play heavily upon our emotions. We shed tears over the

situation facing our hero. The tragedy is that we have be-

come emotionally hardened and it is dlffic to get people

.They hear the gospel but they
lod & o 19 b w

e not ved to Zourn over ,'ti,helr ins. & M:
1ziy ¢21@¢e gLD —4h<b‘24>él /

S

Every day in

every way slogans ang aims are shouted at us. As effective

as much advertising is, it is produging a hardened public. It |

The tragic, never|

mad, fgﬁ%;ﬁwsuiéi%§§ attempt in this world! It is striking tha
one key word used by 22EE§_QQuld—descrihe_nncleax_ggr——desola—
{ \———

tion.

e

their cities l{Es,ggja“and to gg_iffg:ggggggyhichlwe call
—————

fall-out shelters.

The use of nuclear weapons would cause men to run from

The wind would act as a conveyor belt to

produce mass death and the sky would be as an open sewer.

(1988 ne,_press.dzied to bury on the back page fiftgen

e v

lines of the tragic announceme

i

ude Easterly of Texas

who had lead that

rst ato had had to be placed

away in an institution by the Veteran's Administration. The
cause was a reaction--the meaning Schizophremic. His mind
simply could not stand to live in the new atomic age which he
had hel222332:££§§&§a It is still an open question as to

whether any man can live long with<$hn_memnI¥_Ihﬁ§_h§_EE§



The disciples would have

7 We need not to%explgin_i&_;g;y.

derived little comfort from some idea that the enswer might be

because the appi?éation_gj_&his_nzuth démaﬁds that we féiate

avay end neither would we. We stumble

an eternal event with our own time. But is that such an

impossible task after all?

We readily acknowledge that the(f

.

tion that the final cqgigg_g:_ﬂhnia;.nnﬂigggggéggg is slso a

unigue event.

evaporate the meaning of the cposs. -The_experiences here we.

have in the flesh. The final coming of Christ is to #nsist thati

it become meaningful to us now.
The first and final comings of Christ are valid for men.
I
Precisely, we need to magnify this event.

Too often we turn back and cling'only to the sacred past

ey ikt T AT P _

because of what has”happened.

-~y
The first coming is no more true because it has happened than
s i —
the final coming is true because it will happen, When the

eternal ax is in time, the ax for all fime,

e v —— .

ike Christ on the

TR A ¥ Ve € A1 0

It is no more practical for our time than Christ on the

Cross.
A————————

——
cloud., To make something meaningful that happened ars

. ’—-‘.“
. 880 requires a miraele .of the Holv Spirit.

It is esgential.as well. Tt does not exhaust or

It is somehow more certain to us.'

- were bidden to look up, to raise their heads, for the redeemptio;

was drawing new@

! ine flickering flames were not snuffed out under the Romens,

disciples were to feel the full force from that evil which

produced bhis tragedy, they would also experience the full .
impact of that redeemption which promised His triumph.
SelAller the tribulation, they would

- see the sign of truimph. Jugt as for Jesus, defeat had been

- turned into victory, so for them, despair would be turned into

rejoicing. He had ceased his passion with the overriding con-

l viction that earth's darkest moment would provide the opportunit
7

for heaven's finest hour. To that certainity, He pointed His

disciples. His passion to their oun_gxpgx%;nce, Just as the

seagons followed one another, the winter of discontentment would

. |
give way to the joys of summer
Jesus rallied his amxious disciples with the dramatic

/
@‘
A A

announcement that if, would later put it, they suffered

with Him, the glorified with Him.

Tragedy was but the raw material out of which God would

fashion triumph. God would step in and take hold of all of
o~

this disaster and fashion out of it a victory. Thus, at the
very moment when they would be bowed in shame, the disciples

Once more, magy years later, they found it to be so. The

¢ rerse 22)

N s

Lord did shorten the days for the sake of the elec




What did the cthe to these ultimate

threats? W and the horror of Rome
the bWW) Every page was alive and _3

declared that men could find hope in Christ.
|
|
a

ay?  In each successive generation, the

Christian is called to rehearse Ly

=y

sptive pattern of Jesus;{]
!
who is the Alpha and Omega--tHe first and the last, the same 1,

yesterday, today, and forever.

{
08s of 3

tragedy, but grace even more abounds and so the same disciples

shares the triumph of the Son of Man., 1In the very hour of

apparent déspair, the Christian lives in expectation of awaiting;

his redeemption.

{
1

Our problem like t of the first disciples lies {
essentially in the future. Just as they could not %ear to face ',
the day in which the temple would be reduced to desolation, the
proppects that stare us in the face today make us remember

that God is sovereign in all of mants tomorrows. We do not

know what the future holds, but we know who holds the future.

the love of God (Romans 8:39). He lists a whole group of j

fret_or the appearance and the hope of

. would unfold and tha:t the:truimph would follow.

Yy gather to crush us, but then he says that

we are more than cong

not just a predictament that n:cmgd.s_d%aﬁﬁi

He says that there is no

en Christ. Life 48

time and a gateway to a new life.
despair however blinding that can make the present in suvh’a

5 > i
way as to shackle God in the future.

vision before us for Christianity is in warfare géainst
Commg;sm, against the clgs strﬁgle,_and against the

We need to set this

ecow&le. Even (Bome) bf the leaders of the nation
telling us that we Ring. Lo have a perfect Ovea,

and against this hope, the Christian is taught that human ‘

destiny will not be deWx‘s of wars bwk(w"

by the spiritual triumph of Christ the Lord. We have a deeper

conviction that He controls Bven our daily lives.

(@) hen are we sile
little:proclaimation of the victorious coming of Christ., A man

who would mention it would be called a crank! As we, as a

result, have not given this ofhhope i lay

when it is neededll

'I‘he(zeason yfor this strange silence is not hard to find.

; on this urgent scene when there is

by making som

kind of chronological calculations, as it were, to set up a
T ———
time piece to somehow symbolize our faith.

But clearly Jesus was certaih that this dramatic action

Tt



| steadfastely on the future. The Holy Spirit would call to

only alternative we havéd.

 He can certainly do as much for something that may be -~
2000 years hence. Tt is no harder for us to say, "I have been
crucified with Christ &nd mine eyes have seen the glory of the
coming of the Lord."

It is simﬁ%z wondgﬁswl that yg“ahould see this in the

proper diminufion. We should keep this on the landscape of 1ife

before us; we should let this be some hope to live by.

enriched by the resurrection, And yet their eyes were fixed

Tagic today, we manufacture our own redeemg:ion. We must
T ——

wait for and look for this hope which is the gift of God. The
final redeemption of God in this great movement will be the

blessings we wearch for.

A1l of this constitutes the last days--the signs of the

times. Some things have already started ha s IRIB

means that we, like the first followers of Christ, are in the

- midst of the total events--that by faith we live on the found-
~ations of the first coming and by hope we life in the expect-

. ation of the final coming. Through the indwelling spirit, our

times are out of joint and we cannot control these times. The

Gg!lIHEIEiﬂiiib;n‘-A

our hogg for years to come; our shelter from the stormy blast,
’_“—7.
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