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S THE SIN OF THE UNDONE fong 23 T 3 B
Judges 5:23

e l\’bZ-
Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly
ToE JE RLEZ o Ao P

the inhabitants thereof; because they came not to the help of the Lord,
\,__—_________,ﬂ

to the help of the Lord against the mighty.
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(fgéé;éggéﬁsgdiqigg‘gip into two classes. Qmission and commission,
Qgg@issian equals the down fall of the prodigal son, who wasted his life.
Who made a mess-~of things by going in the wreng direction. He spent his

time sowing wild ocats. There are thousands like him.

Ogigsiﬁﬁﬂis just as deadly as the other.

. . N/ .
him that knoweth to do_good and doeth it not, tQ_hlm_lL_Lﬁ_ﬁlnf/ Having the

knowledge of what ought to be done, and failing teo do it is sin.

ﬁb/x Deborahdwas prophetessin Israel - she was an egg;g_gr%;nary woman .

¥

She might have had great ramk today. Even as she did in her day, because

she was a splgggig,gxamg;e of intelleéct and of dealing with the extra

ordinary things at her hour. She left her mark upon the history of the world

forever. She had religion and she pursued the things that were of interest
- = ot

to her God.

During her: time éQEEBWere exposed the violence of the Canannites under
, 2 I vanannites

the tyrant Hagor, who had a gqgéral named Sisera.

) She summgns(ééééﬁlto advancé into the country with 10,000 -men in order

/1

to attack Sisera. And Barak refused unless the proplietesswith herself accompany
him, and his soldiers. He la the needful streagth and the cogzigg}on.

She warned him that he would forfeit the honor of the victory. Now(éé%%%%Z}



brought up 900 chariots of iron and of course, you know the story that he
7

was defeated in some great way that is almost unaccountable. Even the(stars)
>

in Heaven fought in behalf of Isxael on this occasion.
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( ///% — ;;;;;I{e,ube_:made great regolves but really never accomplished ‘

' r? i > re
/awhole lot. It was really an emotional thing, when he was called to defend
7

the Lord's cause. He was a glow with love and admiration. There are many
R

people who resemble this today. Who, after entering Christ's service, begin

to cool down and try to make a compromiss. W Np\/iy/f"f fn MJ/
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Da remam__e_ci_}g_sll_p%. He was engrossed in the cares of 11fe

s

g 7 and so he stayed on the seashore. Like many people today who pray, let us be

\‘\4\

excused. We are extremely sorry. We wish you success. The honor of God's

name touches them very lightly if at all. But they think sbout preserving
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of this world soon ch.

There wasno _room\for Jesus in the dimn. Neither is there room in a heart

which is already filled with the world for the things of God.

‘Denas, forsook the Christian way - having loved this present world. et WL’O 7
i voy MZW 7 ntid, '\7/»?& 7—()—9{ o T e g e T
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Y How man‘ tonight would sel] thelr pr_o_s_ge_ctg of immortal happiness

for a mess of pottage. The world steals away their affections.




Gad was indifferent to the call. They hdd no heart for the call of God.
D
And at the bottom of their heart there lay indifference. It seemed to be no

concern of theirs. And this is a criminal way to treat a responsibility.

/ I. What Does The Bible Say About This Sin. . //é

P

)
We have noted the praisesZGf Debor%}

and the reed blowing. Z

where Deborah was judged - orde%ed Barak to fihhtJSisera. Now Sisera was

defeated. And the neopluiof Mexoz did not cqme to fight. They were busy with

their own affairs. It did not suit them at that time.
A g TP

Deborah) pronounced. a/curse

¢ against them because they did not help.

ge @ Ow in the Scripture is this n}en!}loned. Right uear

Q/

vifield - they were in sight and could hear the strlfe And they turned
—

Vgl e People HMader o Tl
a dgaﬁ_ ar and they had a,.col rt. Y;&.s%/ ﬁqu‘HV ét}v'zpz;gl _ 7u52r*— —
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While their hear;s,were;ﬂgrdened - the fighting went on. And the very

. /
(/ 1n their courses battled against Sigera in that great storm. And the

swollenof I\J.shon was ladened tuth of the az ng and the dead.
; : v s
\l 2 ,,f The dtgaggiﬂFﬁ§§i9£§~of 1ron wer 1, 11 on f T\\D And it all ended in the
tragic death ofz;Slse%a, the general, in the And the chapter

o

concludes with Sisera'sl motherNexpecting her son's return -~ but here is one
L )

who is missing in Israel had hazzarded her life —-ég;zzasaw all of this.

ction.



And kggy_all of this and had no part ~ and took no part. (Daw

ulations and their trade. @

both too absorbed with their seafari
: . LaL

had felt the agony, but had stayed with a shephe And this truly

is a dark patch of human passion. Not to have taken part in the pursuit of

Sisera was naturally a crime.

Deborsh was interested in her people.

WW

eserves his emthusiasm for the friends of God, and for

the success and tlHe risk God's kingdom. He once said ''as the captives
a ,

in Babylon, ‘ 1 forget thee Oh Jerusalem. Lgt i i et her
cumnfipg -~ if T do not remember thee. Oh let my tongue cleave to_the roof of .

1)
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Ezﬁgggxh. Yea, if I remember not Je:usale@.

The lagnguage of was not the expression of just a person, a social.

Or political spite, as was the language of David and Ezra. It was ‘ only herx

cause., it was not really the cause of her coghtry as such. It was the cause-

of the Lord Gad.

The doctrine here of responsibility and knowledge of_ truth and duty could
o /7 ,

not be taught any clearer.




What was the meanings of the many sayings in which he proclaimed the

necessity of accepting and the danger of rejecting himself. ILuke 19:27,

ny_man love Aot the

Lord Jesus Christ - let _him.be Anathemg. I /Cor. 16:22.

romrertiog

| Second " he‘yeW,Testament.[ The Bible haa{gzzzg>to say about this sin.
; - v

Jesus walked toward Bethany - saw a fig treeg there was

no it. And he pronounced a curse against it. Not because the fruit was
no_frui P LLS g

wiak'or po%gpn - but it Qg;eano fruit. O@i$$i9‘5

;/G;sus praised the mep who had inyeste@/@heir talents. But the

OEE/Ehgzhad_bux%§%Z§;s - he lost it because of what he did mnot do with it. The

The (ten brides maid

- five of them migsed the wedding. Not from what

they did, but because of ﬁ!§§

they failed to do. Five of them failed to get

gil for their lamps. The sin of omission,

N

The(gﬁurch at Laodicea;%/lt was rig% but it was condemned for dgigg

nothing. The sin of omissig/.
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r// II. Hﬁ?@thCauses This S%n

WAED precisely was the sin/of Meroz. They were found w

occasion. And yet thwh

on a great

t their responsibili;ymggs.
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What caused them - why is it that people are useless. And why are

people not enlisted in battle for God.

—_— 7

Why/ do ‘ take church obligations lightly. They mever speak to

Christ, they never go to church.

In an 4e) cople, a survey showed only 600 people went

to church on a'given Sunday. WNow when we think of the causes and the reasons

- there are three or four, I think that would claim our immediate attention.

pre—occupatio ' Now some people are gw, they are honest

but they are efigaged- _rl:di;ﬁferent things. Over in the @ospeb we find people

just like that when we read that ohad bou

~

nf land. Another

man had bought five yoke of/oxen. And yet another man ha¢ married

5

All of these were taken up with legitimate thig%s. But they were all guilty

of the sin of omkssion.

‘might have been one of the greatest/writers in all of history.
He spent most’ of his time planning masterpieces. ‘After plag_n/ing, he would /(ay__v

the work aside. When he iiﬁ those who went through his effects were surprised.

e

At the splendid things he had intended to do - but had neve/carried through to

/ i e
completion,

This means people are allowing to crowd out their religious life.
o OS2t

They are leaving undone their duties.

-

there are thqse indifférenty, MaWy, what good is



going to church or Christian work, or prayey, or reading the Bible.

Now if we we, ourselves, would have done under similar

circumstances - just how would we have re-acted from the duty of patriotism

~ men today are indifferent. Say this land was being invaded - freedom was

being taken. And some American towns would be lying in the very valley
MF‘—"P/—-_’

e

or in the path where vour help or assistance was needed. And you refused to

assist. Do you think that the writers of the newspapers would review the

7

campaign without denouncing you. Would you insist and say that I had no

concern here.

=~f¢§fy'9r°W@11} going West to die oka: Bz/;aw a “for_sale' sign from
a train window 'on an old gtore building-wimdow. He got off, bought the buildipng,

and tried his hand at making rolled oats e was still living at the age .o

years.

Some men said to the Master, we haveg ished’all night and taken nothing.
Quite often a person says I have been teaching a class, I have been leading a

group. And so I am gojng to.guit - what is the use. They become indifferent.

Jesugdoften became weary in his wqQrk, but he never tired of going on and
== Wit oYsr Lotk

fulfilling his duties.

- ./ I
{Charles Kingsley)said, thank God every morning when you get up that you

) ‘ . 7
have something to do that day which must be don 2

re ated me wrong.

Who knows but perhaps gz had felt

that maybe in times past politically they had been Ezzgggggd. And they had

some private opinions and grudges, and hesitations about entering the battle.



Someone has said somethine untrue something unjust or unkind. And so
2 [ o] =
" [

we will let the Master's work go because of- that.

It is sometimes that people, members of the church, would like

for the nurser And the preacher to be the chief nurse-

hurch to become/

maid to deliversbottles to all tHose who have feelings.
e P ey

Jifel)
your work and <@l emgrossed—in my work - and so I will ot do my share.

People say we do not appreciaté:. .

"engrossed in cares of

Very

but he_did not stop ~ he stayed with

it. How little would be done if the great souls who served humanity waited

for the appreciation of the people.

1711 tell you, people are not always thankful, and do not always express
Q———M—_-»——:———v-wm‘mﬂ D

their appreciation.

,:Robért Burnslfés_giygguawstonguinstead,of br

bx:the people who lived

around him.

And ‘there is a Scripture that says,fiet us_not be weary in well

/
doing .~ for in /" And that is a lot of help in days

of discouragement.

There failure was far

greater than just dufy. Lt was tne cause of the church. It was the cause
/

of %ﬁggg}. God was in the midst of that state. And they were not just wanting

in duty to the race of Apraham and Jacob. They were not just wanting in

‘s ™ . . .
tradition to Moses and Joshua. It was being unfalthful‘tp the*Eggg,Klng.
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The Scripture says plainly, Meroz would not come to the help of the

Lord against the mighty.

MMeroz failed, I do not know, I _have suggested to you some reasons
— Y st Bttt
: , ‘ =
probe for the explanation, they may have been

this sin. But if we

I
selfish jn<;hgi;wg§lcu135}ons. And thought that the tiﬁe»of war woulg_gg_gggipst

God's people and they would be rewarded by the epemy.

To refuse aid to thq sacred cause upntil it was in of success -~ might

P

“have been in the heart of Meroz.

refused el '; ord ‘ide.> They were very near to the battlefield -

only a little to the Northw And they could have stepped the enemy, but for

some unaccountable reason, they declined to give any assistance. They turned
4 o ied Y ot

the movement of Sisera’s army into retreat.

Y
To W-gm.muchkis g

Whatever the cause, these people were taking the side of God's

enemies. And they were doing so on a day of decision. They would rather give

eya - the despiser of God. They would act in t;ea%fn

i
iven, much will be reguired.}

their sympathies to.Si

against him.

People today ig £

N T e v

revival and redemption ~ when God is trying to

empart new life in the church will sg;tig“down in their old habitg and the

result is that they are wedded to evil and insensible to good. They have a

hard crust.’
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IITI. The Consequences..of This Sin

If this sin is continued in, it can destroy even the most precious
&8 §sin ——

possessions that we hold dear.

ver. epr 1t i i R ‘God wen g ore
ye;;ug_§§¥939nted in hIStOEy Now F____ﬂ;_aheaq and conquored

Sisera at the proper time, without the aid of Meroz. As doubtless he came.

But the question is, here is one who plainly disobeyed God.

Now Meroz was not merely politically4%ut off. But religiously excommunicate§;>

Curse ye Meroz # yes, the word .1ive today. They are still heard in the

souls of men.
ouls Ol

Men still hear a voice, the %EEEE_Of the Lord. And conscience. prophesing

ely rejected a kpown duty. And God cannot

within them. They have delibe:

destroy.

on the justice of this charge.

experience, will best decide

It is not simply to leave undone what you might do - it is to probably fail to

be what you might have been. It is to eﬁgéffgg_fﬂgigggg—plas; in the state of

moral life for a lower onme.

’
Now 10 ff is lost by our failure to obey God's call. The great struggle

of good and evil, of truth and errer - which was raging when Deborah judged

Israel. It gages still.

hoping.

men. And sometimes these opportunities come and we fail to use them and they
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do not come back again. What we do depends on what we are already doing.

yd
To most men, some opportunity of service is(pffered - low it may be just once.

v/, %%

/ € cursewas an

nced by the angeljof the Lord, The kEEEEE.Of Israel.

e

Tonight there are people who stubbornly refuse to perform a sacred service

for God.

and dags it not -~ it is

that he could prevail nothing, but rather
I

a tumult was made, he took water, and washea his hands before the multitude,
C-——.——‘—"

saying, I am ionnocenf of the blood of this jusi person: see ye to it.
———-~——~———~——77

Pilate put off =0

wduty and committed the sin of Meroz. The consequences

oo st

@EEEEL consider You can destroy your community or your
- . 2 T

S

nation by violence of bombs. But on the other hand, you can destroy it by letting

it alone and refusing to take part in any interest in anything whatsoever. If

you are only interested in what you can get out of your community and never are

willing to put i i it — then you can see the consequences.

g 17 5 vg / s /‘g '
@ what _ I would ot ine that t?(g%egﬂ

ways to destroy a home. One is byvygolent measures or by force. The other is

by just letting it . Never seek to build your home - never try to strengthen

tvtwo
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S~ ,what about fyot

jchurch buildings and surroundimg. countries blown to bits. But I believe

there were at least

there is another way to destroy churches besides the use of bombs.

You just act like the people at MEIO?fand you will destroy your church.

ing , plj}y,&;lf,

When it is time for you to attend your church - you go off fi

sleep, gowon pleasure trips.

for your church and her weork

ﬂL¢E;ke time to pray

e

Never give any of yo ?monexﬁgz missions through your church.

74‘? ,04,,,,“ By YO Ders s .
: Wromen T ("~ f:ﬂm,wz? o &~7 . W
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Spend a good deal of your tlme_g0551p21n§ﬂabout it and LalklngK ,
]

:

For egample, I used to knowf: \chat I talked to once, about teaching
%f\_"_ Y eacoing

A

a Sunggz_§ghggl’91§§§. And her story was that I §§=ggg§ged,— I am a busy person.

Now some of the things that she listed off to me -~ she was sewing for the Red

Cross, knocking on doors for ggrinus_séggg%ggg, she worked in the PT4 in the

\

school, she was prominent in the Civic League that had to do with a lot of.

[

syppers and a lot of politics,

Now with a few folks like that - you can write door -
\_/"———_"7 g

which means the glory of the Lord has departed.

who has iaég;;.down on thei neegf to ask you to do

something for-your own church. Imagine some of the silly excuses you have given
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for not standing for Christ.

Something great was expected. The Lord did not especially need the

thelp of Meroz - but they needed his help.

TW o S}Mﬂ.@n% God.

If time permitted me, I could tell you other experiences of people

who.have just ignored and been styBborn about letting the church alone. I

remembeyfDr .. l’ayn

-

yho used to be pastor at the 4th street church in Portsmouth

~ and he talked about & woman who had been living in the city for a good while.

He talked to her about gni;ing;wiphithe;qhqrggrand being active. Well, she said,

my aunt: is at the old church down in the country. 1 have three;uﬁcles

buried there. Mother's t Q%3iSters and she went on to list a r§;b21~lggg list

of people who were in the cemetery. Dr. Payne-said, well, my friend - you are

h —~ you are a.memb

And I suspect there are pegple on the rolls of the church who are members

of the cegg;exy and not members of the living church of God.
e e Lo e—

7

Dr. Gordongonge wrote, in the Baptist Program, that he met.a lady and he

L SRS

asked her about her church membership, and she said she was a member of gr.

Gates' church in San.Antonia. He said at the time that she made that statement

that the dear sister probably did not know that Dr. Gates had been dead for

20 years- And that - v.Apgell - had succéeded him and had already moved to

SR ‘ e -

Migmi=#® And he had been succeeded by Reg who had been the preacher
—_ -

et, she was still.a member hat”EEﬁ?éh.

there foréiggéggiﬁi;w

t Fourth,l[/what about your soul.( What many people neglect to do is the cause



&t shall he also reap. .
» 2erh4—-*$§2~/ :
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'»zm heroz was reaping what they had sown so God put a curse upon them 7

How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation. If we pay no
4

attention to repeated invitations, If you neglect the best farm land in this
',,~£%7 y AEM land

country - weeds will take over. If you neglect to swim when you
river~ how will you escape. If you negtect—Christ and salvation - how shall
- 11

you escape from being lost. 2 Cor. 5:20.

I plead with you not to be guilty of the sin of the undone. Yours may

7

not be professionally done or done-as well as you may have liked - but by all

means ., see that you do something for Christ.

lras preaching in a tent during an exposition in Chicago. He used

the text, the son of man has come to seek and to save that which was logt.
. e e S TR

When the sermon ended, a polic sboy. out of the crowd and

he was lost. And Mr. Moody took the ii;xle fellow in his arms and asked the

st

people to look at this lost child. This child hag a father.- and no doubt that

father is looking for him at this_moment, The father is more-anxioys. to find-

the boy - than the boy is to be fougd. It is so with God, gur\%fiiggé%§§%%g:2;

He is seeking, he is searching for us.

Just then, a(man)} ~ whose face was pale and excited - elbowed his way to

e

the platform. A< he reached it with outstretched ayrms -~ the little fellow ran

Thus Moody cried, %éi;;ggg;,w

b
quickly across and the crowd burst imto cheers.

receive you if 3
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He is 1n\;t1n you as Deborah

| G
| T
§ invited Meroz. But eroz decided they would have nothing to do with the work
| ,

{

of the living God. They would not volunteer.

Between him that serves God and him who serves

him not. The Lord Jegsus wi 3 ed from H with his mighty angels

andaﬁigg;gg_fi{g. Taking wvengenance.on them that know not God and that obey |

|
|

{

] the righteous and the wicked.
{

|

|

|

]

;

!

{

i

i

not the Gospel. i Then they that love him will be as the son - when he goeth

| forth in his might. The righteous will shine forth as a son in the kingdom.

Hold onto your faith without wavering with-the certainty of this great reward.
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