


THE SOUTH DURING RECONSTRUCTION

The reconstruction years in the south eri (7e sare y2ars in the north
were somewhat & period of crime, intolovant mass pey -hology. business depress-
ion, moral slump, official sinning, enc ihe lsunching of a new party oppo-
sition to the Republican. This period partly parallels with the period just
after Wilson's administration. There was, however, one mejor scientific
advance during this period. which was the successful laying of the Atlantic
Ceble in 1866 between Europe and America. The southern army, at the end of
the war, asutometically disbanded and p:=r-olled. The northern army had been
reduced to 56.815 men, by Sept. 30,1867: 2nd 2 yesr later it was reduced to
43,741 men and still later it was reduced even more. The south was made poor
and broken by the war. Billions of dollsrs of economic velue in slaves had
been wiped eway with the stroke ¢ a p-: 1in ercncimation measures without
compensation whatsoever. Money was sczvce. The U.S. Treasury asgents siezed
cotton. valued at sbout thirty million dcllars. Hundreds of thousands of
people were on U.S. Government relief. Transportation was in a pitful state,
with most of the bridges and railroads torn up by the war. The war had left a
three million dollar national debt with one million lives lost. There were no
sharneful executions or treasons. The war also left a depreciated paper
currency . Though the southern army. including General Lee, were parolled,
various southern leaders were jailed by the Federals for a short period then
released later. The one case of a long imprisonment was that of Jefferson
Davis. The compact issues of the case cannot be reviewed here, but the case
was dropped in the late 1868's through the efforts of Horace Greely. editor of
the New York Times at that time. Social an: economic rehabillitation
naturally aswaited political adjustment. For onie must realize, that in
Lincoln's mind, reconstruction was a presidentizl duty, in the first,
producing political stabability. Linc@ln proposed bh.s so-called 10% plan,

which would restore a seceeded state upon rsguest of 10% »f its 1860 voters.



This plan got es far as to have rrovisicur. ‘ovziatents created in
Virginia, Tennesse2, Louisianra, anc A rs.sa.3. The ~ai (8.8 in CONEIress
guceeded in s*oprning i% that far. Thz rocicals did not agr:e gith Lincoln
even “hough they belcnged to nis party. The primary radiczls were Davis, Wade,
Chandlor, Juliesn, Stevens, and the notoricus Sumner. These radicals helped
to pess the Wade-Davis Bill »f 1664. The Wade-Davis Bill was a severe measure
wiich made restoraticn difficubt by ertrasting the reconstructicn of a state
not to a minority ready for future loyality but to a majority whose Unionism
was & matter of past conduct. Thus one may see the comp »-i3on of the 10% plan
and the Wede-Davis Bill, in that the 10F Plan called for & minority of south-
ern rebels who had returned to th= Unio snéd the Wade-Davis Bill which called for
a majority of loyalists who were loyaiists during the wer. It can be clearly
seen here that the Wade-Davis Bill would bring on the so-called carpetbaggers
to the Southern states. Those peéple who wanted the privil ege of voting
for delegates to the states' constitutional conventions were limited by this
bill, in speaking of the Wade-Davis Bill. It was 1imited by this bill to
those who would sware that they fnad never volentarily born arms against the
U.S. Government, nor hiven aide to percsons with arms who had hostility thereyo,
nor had volintarily supported any hostile government. This oath originally
appeared in the Federal Act of July 2, 1862, wnd reappeared in various pieces
of later legislation. It was known as the nctorious “Iron-Cled Test Oeth."

Thus by Pocket Veto, President Linclon prevented the Wade-Davis Bill
from becoming law. President Lincoln did, hcvever , allcw the states the

choice of either system. Lincoln's felling »f cerpet bag politics in the

south could be sumed up in a letter which he sent teo Cecorgia Shipply., Lieut.
Governor of Louisienna at that time. =-e Jettor is a3 follows: "Dear Sir,
Dr. Kennedy , barrer of this, hes some 2pv: v :iom, wnab i{ederal officers,

not citizens of Louisianna. may be set up as canidates for congress in that

state. In my view there could be no possible ouvject in such an election.



We do not particularly nead memhers of congwrers in fhucee states to enable us

to get along with legislation here. What w: do var ig ‘rzlusive evidence

thet raspectiblz civizens cof ILoulsiznn: ale willing.to o= mombers of ccngress
and tc sware to support the consiitution: and that other re:pectiole citizens
are willing to wote for them and send them. To send a parcel of northern

mer here as representatives, elected as would be understocd and perhaps more so
at the noint of a bayonet, would be & iz 7aceful and outrageous and were I a
member of congress here, I would vote against admitting such men to a seat.
Yours very truly, Abraham Lincoln. '

Lincoln never succeeded in putting his 10% Plan of reconstruction into
full effect in any state, really. This is because of congresses' failure to
recognize the representatives in the states in which the 107 Plan was used.

The ineffectiveness of his well-meant efforts is emphacized by the consessions
he made to the radicals of congress. An example of one of these consessions
is when Lincoln recognized the Wade-Davis Bill as & plan for reconstructing a
southern state. The Wade-Davis Bill had li*ttle effect on the southern states
at that time since all of them rejected the plan as a method of reconstruction.

On April 14,1865, Lincoln was assissinated by John Wilkes Booth at
Ford's Theater in Washington,D.C. Vice-President Andrew Johnson took office
almost immediately after Lincoln's death. History shows that Lincoln had a
tremendous amount of influence upon the 1J.S. Congress and upon the people.

On the other hand, however, Andrew Johnson was almeost little known to the
people and had no influence upon the U.S. Congress. This was due to the fact
that Johnson was the Vice-President of the United States and historians some-
times jokingly refer to that office as the "Political Graveyard.' It must

be noted that at that time the U.S. Concress was ovt of session and would not
convene until December of that year, which would be 1£65. This gave Johnson
almost unlimited powers in what to do asbout reocnstructing the south. The
radicals of congress saw at once thet their ci-"ical, Lircoln, had been removed:

and they the radicals. thought that Johnsor wc 1d be a pushover.



Hovever, when Jonnson h~d hal the North Carclin: Prce”“cation adopted by his
govermment., this meant that the Przsidert, Andrew Johuion, hed definitely
aceepted the Lincoln policy. The fight was on and the radiculs turned on
Joknscn. Represertative Sumner, who was one of the lcedzrs of the radical
party, vee shockad. Having “sken the bit in his teeth, Johnson proceeded
vigorously slorg the line of his North Cerolina Proclimation and soon, under
provisinral governors of his selection, the work of Presidential Reconstructiorn
was ‘n progress. Thus Johnson's government wes sev > in Tenn., Va., La.,
Ark., N.C., Ge., Tex., Ala., S.C., and Fla. It must be noted that not one
appointment of the governors wss unworthy. This was irritating tc the radical
leaders in the north. It was an sssumption of the power, of the President,

to be the reconstructing official. and offered no hope for immediate negro
sufferage.

In December of 1865, Congress refused to recognize the representatives
of Johnson's government in the south. Also in 1865, the 13th Amendment wes
added to the U.S. Constitution. This amendment abolished slavery whereever
it still existed in the south. Johnson's government ratified the amendment
and repealed the Ordinances of Sucession. In Johnson's view, the seceeded
states were entitled to be recognized as states in the Union with full
powers. Congress, however, thought that Turther guarantee's were necessary
for the negro. The Freedman's Bureau 2ill of 1866, was passed. This bill
was aimed at protecting the rights of the pcor whites and the negroes.
Johnson vetoed the bill and congress overrode the veto. Then congress

turned around and passed the Civil Rights Bill of 1866, which gave citizen-

ship and equality to 8ll freed mern. Tie Pre:ic.oct of course vetoed the bill
and congress overrode ais veto. u the Senate, tae vote overridding the veto
was 35-15. In the House there were 122 yeas aal 41 n-:s vwith 21 not voting.

And guess what was tacked on this bill? The so--called "Iron-Clad Test Oath'.
This of course brought on hoards of greedy northern adventurers better known

as the carpetbaggers.



The carpetbageers settled down in the souwtn cnd 320 up governments
supported larcely by negre voten. To progsrvas wr2o s srall federal force was
still meintaired anc She ursoouaicr cary -.t. toverrments lnwked te it for
protection. it resws that the mid-tevu rcagressional election of 18€6 ceme up.
As 1lvz:; world ha=2 it, the rvrezdicsls won “he election and Johnzon was cinck with
+hem a~ain., It can b~ easily seen that che south was going to have a asrd
time w.th *h> radicels in office.

ir. 1867 the Tenture of Office . :: was passed. This act stated that the
President of i1h2 United States was forbiddean to rerovrs « ‘wil nffice holder
without the consent of the Senate. Infraction or violatic~ of this lew by the
President was to be a high mistomeanor. In spite of this act, Johnson under-
took to define the Senate by removing the Secretary of Wer. Edvwin Stanten,
whom Johnson disliked especially. The House of Representatives the followed
suit by impeeching Johnson for high crimes and mistomeanors. The Senate then
tried him. If Johnson was found guilty he would be removed from office, and in
that case., the big wheel in the radical party. Eenjamin Wade, ;lso Pres.
of the U.S. Senate, would become Pres. of the US. Well,K back to the trial.
Chief Justice Chase presided over the trial. A 2/3 vocte was necessary for con-
viction. After all the preceedings the vote was finally taken on May 16, 186€.
The talley was: 35 for conviction and 19 for acquittal. Johnson was saved by
one vote. Take note, that of those who voted for acquittal, T were Republican.
It must be noted again, that the gcinss--on in Washington would affect the south
in the process of reconstruction one us~ or the other. Congress decided to
admit the reconstructed states to the Union if they would ratify the 1lhth
Emendmert. This amendment provided fcr the following:

1--Citizenship for all persoi3 toe-u o1 matwelized 7 the U.S.

2--Peduction in Representestives f:1 zve*ec Ge~ying ncrroes the right to

vote.

3--Disquallification of ex-Confedcreace leszdezs in politics.
4. .Repudation of the Confederate debc.

- b



6

Tals smeadment litterelily foread tha sh=t> %r e the negrs the right
tH vote: Soma vegpls cteim tact The ¥ opasdrzne is va Tactituviiona)
becaurse Tha retaatioiciaa cvatis ware b oven stebtes tot silitary Cistricts

vacn Twhey were foread to ratily .bhe srurduent. If they, ths »e-gastructea

stat=s, weaised ©9 conme bLesk ulo the un’on with equal powsrs. The srndzent
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wef pe3sce fr T8538. Aoouc inat Sime sceret organizations spreng up in the south.
Amcng gnich ¢z, the KIn Kliux Klau and ¢re not so well knovm, th~ dnights of
the White Camelia. Thase organizctions grevented the “ 33 exercise of tae
neero's rights. The south sileatly cheercd zlex on waiio the north became angry.
In 1868, thers was a Presidential electvion in which Uylesces Grant was
elected. Grant took office in 1869. As Giant struggled with his official duties,
the Republican Party swept with a rush into public offices. Doing so., they
found their own Tenture of Office Act, which was aimed at Pres. Johnson, a
considerable embarrassment. The House passed a repeal bill for it, but the
Senate would not give up some of their powers by passing it. Thus we find that
the Republicans were traped by their own evil minded schemes.
In 1860, the 15th Amendment was passed. This amendment provided that
the right of citizens of the U.S. right tc vote shall not be denyed or abridged

by the U.S. or any state on account of race, color, or previous condition of

servatude. This of course gusranteed to all adult negro's the right to vote.

With the Klu Klux Klen runring lcose in the south, sometimes comicting
deeds of violence and horror and murder and crime, the law responded with the |
Klu Klux Klan Acts which enforced the 1lhth  15th /mendments. These acts were
passed in 1870 and 1871. 1In 1872, the Geonerzl /rwiLity Act was passed. The
act, in fact, restored the white rule i: the sout>. This act provided for the
removal o Coafederate disibillities. Tr.c ezt trs the so-ceglled "Iron-Clad
Oath” would be removed. Also, the bett:~ 271335 0of southira citizens would come

beck into power.



us onc mey “race *he reconstruction of thz snuth aad

reton “hat afiected the south during this period of ,m.
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