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"THE SWEET BITTER BOOK"

Rev. 10

INTRODUCTION :

N To @@_,Qm;thinking together, you remember in the 13th verse :‘E;Eiliii&
we had following that 1%&21}3& -- Lk in mid-Heaven.
= b
Now, this says an - but t}@mn}nd the best manuscripts =~
W

it says, I looked and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice. As he flew

!
in mid-Heaven, woe, woe, woe to those who dwm.l At the blast of

the other trumpets, which the three angels are about to blow.

rd
e (Chapteﬁ 9)— we discovered thewin those first dozen verses.

In which an angel came and John saw a fallen sta:‘m, who was given the@
F o

And he unlocked thew and out of that shaft came smoke. Symbolic

of Sodom and Gomorrah. Gen. 19:24,

And a plague of{ locust“l in those verses, began to torment those who were upon

the earth. Commanded not to eat up the green grass or the trees.

And for( iive months,a they were given the c}___l_xration of punishment. However,

those sealed on the foreheads with the seal of God were not touched. A description

of the locust was given in detail. With even a ruler leading them.

The last verses - 13 to the end of Chapter 9 - the @ trumpet sounded. And
S —— \ 7

we find that during that time, the prayers of the

@&els were seen bound at the @iver Euphra

#nts were being offered. And

And they were prepared to come.




And kill a third of mankind.

They formed a great Army. 200 million hor came down with all the power
A SR HER SIS S e COWI

of judgment. So the purpose of the judgement of the sixth trumpet was to call men

to repentence, However,(@eﬁzdid not respond in V- they paid no attention

to it. Some even wanted to die - but could not die.
e

\\
Now look -@ This is the second énteri;gg‘- that is, set in here

between the sixth and the seventh seal. And this is like unto that one - between

the sixth and the seventh trumpets. Both of these interludes were@_m—mﬁ&

the people of God. And bring some kind of comfort to God's people in the midst of
| S

(never) has been a tiqg when God's people - and
d o hear something of what God has_to say about comfort

Indeed, today, there

some of you sitting

for your heart and life,.

There are several things here - this is full of ;nstrucﬁion. Regarding and

connecting with future events. Truth is of moral character. We might likely read

this book or this@? and pass over it without careful attention. It does

et
not seem at first sight - to have to do with any great movements. Or consider any

connections with Israel or the Gentiles.

But d‘w - we are going to find that here is somg( éﬂéog;ﬁggment )

and some W in a dark, and in a burning earth. We would think

from the progress and the development of evil, that the ultimate kip}g of this earth

is Satan. That €viDwill overthrow like a flood. But this interlude is to remind

us that God is still soverign.
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So the progress of the trumpet judgement is here interrupted. And the great

-of this angel and his message is -- that there shallw

There are [};ae things7t11at I might divide this chapter up to help remember
._*‘_-'N—’

P

it - and also to help analyze it. Fi[x‘?t, a strogg gngel - V. 1-3. Secgnf, SENED
W V. 4-7. And thlél, a sweet bitter book, V. 8-11.

I. AST
_@ The description here of the angel shows @reaty dignity of this Heavenly
neSSCReeT who comes with all of God's Glory. Which is reflected in him coming down

from Heaven. It indicates that is God'

Str ngel, This is a tremendous de

John sees him and angels elsewhere have been (messenéers} And I think the same

seems to be true here. He has in hisﬂan a small open book. HejfSt with one
£ e :

foot on the lgd and one on tw - to indicate that he has a message, for the

whole world. And, he cries with a loud voice, He( Elant% his EE hg foot, on the sea,
/

his left foot on the earth. But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when

he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God shall be finished. But as here the éladﬁ

tldlngs of tnumyh - this is beyond any literature in all of the world in its description.

e bos Wik L’( - Z I~ Zphellirll Fino M«L.»

I read an ﬁccoEESin which someone else has eloquently paid tribute to this
b = = LV

éajestic angel)coming down.

N First, the aspectfof this

erson. All the bw shines in his




countenance. And all the rage of the fire burns in his feet,
-—-n-.-..h..—._.‘;?

| SEm—— ’
See his/apparell } the clouds compose his mge. And the drapery of the sky
: =

floats upon his shoulders.

The rainbow forms a crown. That which compasses the Heavens of the glorious
- v

circle about his head.

Behold his(‘attitudeL one foot stands on the ocean and the other foot rests on
- v

the land. Wide extended earth and world - serve as a mighty column, and support.
— L ——"7

Consider thel his hand is lifted ‘;1,’. to the height of the stag_s. And

his voice echoes with a mighty accent. As the midnight des%x;t, with the lions roar.

There is a\peel)of sev unders, That spread an alarm and prepare those to
D—-&ﬂ-‘h—’ |

receive their orders. He/swears)by him that liveth. Forever and ever.

Is not that( terriféc:‘) I do not know who wrote those words. Or who the author

might have been, But that man must have known something, about this chapter.

The miﬁhty anﬁel. down from Heaven. Heaven, and he comes ﬁotheg:i with the
wmd. It is aéicture of majestﬁ- alrainbow) about his head. With (fget)as pillars

oféw;"“rpicture of the judgement of God. As the pillar of fire in the§{
5 |




Which led the children of Israel by night. So here the representative of the very throne

of God - with the power of judgement in the earth. His feet as burning pillars of fire.
And the rainbow about his head, that causes his face ‘to shine as the sun. How brilliant
- -

and so glorious. That he set his right fogt on the wd his lfjr..foot on the ??th.
And he swears by him that liveth forever and ever. That there should be gﬁlaz no lonEer.

That now the(t:

ovel G daled It is a portrayal that the scholars say -- this is the great angel and

some say, that it{ iesembi;;/%he Lord Jesus himself.That may be true. That may be a
_h\‘v—

description of Jesus, our glorious Lord.

§ Ty Lons Lo gl T2

It may be the pictu;eggf an (gmbassadoyp) to come and rep;giin;_ﬁgg: He igggxsﬁby

the Lord in the book of Genesis. Because God could not swear by anybody greater than
: —~

himself. By his own name.

- it affects the whole
—

) i vis Gopimananis ¢

l_h'O_l“_ld. Not partial, Bu now sees himself @

n the great dra%; which

is taking place. He is himself drawn into this. As oks)and he takes possession.
—

For example, when a man sets his fﬁii}gn sometniap - that_peans ns is in Rossesason
of it. For example in thew God said,fWLﬂl_g

soles of your feet shall tread - that shall be yours. No man shall be able to stand

e ——————

bgﬁggg_xgg.”The Lord God shall lay the fear of you upon all the people around about.

And every place where you shall tread - upon that, shall be yours.

The same word is repeated As 1 said to Moses, my servant, eyery place

that the sole of your foot shall tregd upon, that shall I give you.
P~ YOUT 1C : —t ~
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In this verse, when the angel set his foot down on the sea and the earth,

that he was gs for the Lord God.

This miE]:ty angel could be the angel of the covenant. The one standing beside
the Qldén glta;‘)‘acting as the angel priest in that sanctuary - offering the Eraxey
A

of the people before God.

iot)in which he led his people., All through

the wilderness - all the way to the land of promise.

and dedicated it -wmd dige use. This is a visible
e e T

presence of Jehovah - right in thelmids; of Israel.) And John saw this and he saw the

m around about the throne which was evidence that God had said to Noah that I

will not destroy the world again by flood. Hiwthq sun - this @

discovered on his march to Damascus. On the turnpike that day, eart was filled

with hatred, but he fell to the earth with the light of the brightness of the sun.

-, In V there was in his‘hand'a little bogh opened. And what this book might

be - it seems to me, it could be no other than the very book that we have had before
_—

us heretofore. It is thew_to the earth, the@of which have been bngleesr,
, R k-

one after another.

-— I@ He sounds thp. of a conquor - the lion roars. And riBL
R : B :

- typical of the lion. But one in the same. Amd when he had cried other things, are

going to take place.
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Before I move to the next section - this shows the distinct @éovidenc_e? of God.,
E—————— 3

W The human remains are covered by its depth. But this too will

be covered by judgement. And he cries, as a lion roars.

11, SEVEN THUNDE .
e~ i
@- The Bible says, and when the seven thunders had uttered their voices -
ARy

™,

\
<I was about to writed And I heard a voice from Heaven saying unto me, Seal up those

things which the seven thunders uttered, and‘write)them no?

_ .
The seven @e the thorough Heavenly testimony. Remember
has fcww By visions of ngl and by vision of the six

trumpets, of God's judgement. And the spiritual forces that lie behind this. And

he is receiving nownow that he must learn that his knowledge of God
ir

is incomplete. That the inner man needs council and human ears need to be opened
pS g -

to the truth.

e And the thunder said, it _was Qto be recorded. Dan. 12:4, 2 Cor. 12:4,
: — L e e LG

6@ from Heaven/stopped Jhim - he says I was aw. And gohn\iwas
instructed to carry this in - this message to the grave. ﬁiiﬁggi hnow what these

voices of God sai_di Now we know the type of seven thunders - they are not just seven

thunders. They are the seven thunders in each instance. According to the language

here - that éach’thunder is very positive. Very emphatic. They are not just a crash
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of lightning. But &heyj are the voices of the judgement of Gaqd, And we find those
= —— y

things referred too - always to a reference of the Almighty.

They are - in number, which represents the fact that the fullness and the
com the iwwm&in human history is about to take place.
1

God has a plenty of judgement to offer.

They are not called seven in the first vision - in Chapter 4. But they are

called seven here. In keeping with the m Seven la
spigts, seven s_e;ls, seww, seven vi}s, seven thungrs.

pronouncement, of God. And when those seven thunders responded to the voice of this

mighty strong an%el, rw, John was what they

said. And there was a message from Heaven to write them not - but to seal them up.
a = O et - -

pps , seven

Now what could that mean,

w @Ei“w them to us. hyJleave us in
suspense, (EEE Zﬂiﬁg Js wonder about the voice here.

I think there is a@to each of us - there is a great broad outline of the

wby our Lord. All through the Scripture especially what has been

written by Paul and here by John. ee are principles Japd forces

nown to God. That is whywith

Becduse he does not know and he does not understand allfof the forces that work behind

that are 1 unkno to

ccuracy can @ the future. I mean, put it on a , and lay it out for you.

the incidents that make up human history.
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Wknow all abaut the future. These things are

3 - —.-H-‘ X
known to God. And this morning, of (vou) literally ions

ays we live i Or the days that are yet to come - to which I cannot

and you cannot find all of the answers, oy
2 &” mostd Aoty e %LM% Moy -

Tl

“~

>

of God. And some of them havek . eadas to what : toWs

might be, about thEMj about M and about a thousand things over there
in eternity. That are out bgyond.( Paul gsaid, we only see through a glass darkly,

But we do not know, we shall never know until the hour that they are revealed to us.

God has kept many things secyet in his own wisdom, Many things are kept hidden.
v

pr‘od willed that we Kknow t!ip , he would have said to Johp, g:gdon't
you@_riéé\;ﬂﬁie down and record these. But he said, seal them up. @

' (f
Eventhe beloved prophet said, Lord, I hear Thy voice. I see the vision.
e TR Tt ———————————————

But I do e and what the words mean and I do not understand the vision. What

dges it mean. And God said to Daniel, go thy way, Daniel, for the t:ords are closed uB
and QMhe time of the end.
y}"

l.@ And the strong angel standing on the sea and upon the earth.

_V@- Lifted Eis‘hanéiiggﬂgn and he sware by him that livggh for ever and ever.
e 7

Who created Heaven and the things that are in Heaven. And with a solemn oath, he said,

that there should mei no longer
G gl ..
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@wt. That is something as he swore by God in Heaven, that there
would be twger- s_a creation of God. Like this wor this world of matter and

of life. ( For i(‘gg, there is M WishllaGO4 - dszls just fo!i::?

God looks.upon all thesent. He can see 1t/q;:e - he can see it th.g:e.
Andcan see

eyes. who are creatures, see @'h;?\ 2 haBEening a day at a time. Events by the

hour. We divide things up b And a year by 365 s. And we divide the day
P D il

up into &g. We divide the hour up into Wes. We divide time - but é od )

looks upon it as a whole and a complete creation. And this present creation of time
=

hand to Heaven. In that final moment, when a man's daxi are ended and time yhall be

e e T _— e

the end from the beginning. All of this is under the review of God's

is for man. Now this refers to man's day and man's hour. Now the p 1ifted up hi

no longer, when the delay of the mystery of God shall cease, what an amazing thought.

It ought to bring a man to his_knees. As in humbleness he faces the great day when

God Almighty - some day shall say, that there shall be no time. It will be cut off.

_‘\@ This expression - thim&steg of Go@is here stated. But the days of the

voice of the seventh angel - when shall bring the sound - the mystery of God, shall be
W

finished.

The mystery of God, that is the mystery of God's wwill be
finished. The mystery of the éti‘uggle ibetwien H 5 Hi gﬁrkness - good and evil. All

of this will be explained.

Are you SW with the question as to Gegs_m‘rggca_;m Or God's

judgement. Or the strange dealings with you in this world., We need to learn from

the Scriptures and wait with patience and God will make this part clear unto us.
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All of this that man does not understand. The connections of God's dealings

with him,

This text reads th?r mystery of God is with the lgng delay of ouL. lohdedieibalnge
the Kij_l'g,d,OJlL_m‘lt_O_himeﬁlf, and establishing righteousness in the earth. ein and death)

seem_tg hixe their diy. There is 1l village,:uidﬁﬁp, no little country alggﬁ where
there is nwn: that is w:i' hout its %ark blash w There is 1_12_1}%9 without

its tears and its sorrows. There is no home that ultimately does not break up and

there is no family that does not see the circle of the home dissolved with death and
. B e =t

the grave. There is no life that does not see somehow that there is coming death -
™

— 1z
other day said, as hg scribbled a note - I never really thought

But theﬁgz;gzbf history tell us that the fiISL_muxdﬁx7comes even

until this hour. And there is a mystery as to why God delays. And why does God know

all of this. Is he indifferent to it. Is he able to do something about it. Agnostics
laugh at us. Unbeli ke fun of us. Missionaries are slain. Our churches some-
—_——

times have hardships.

But somewhere beyond the starey skies, there stands a herald angel with a trumpet
in his hand, and by the decree of the Lord God Almighty - there is a day, an hour, and

a moment, that has been selected. And a time when that(angel\shall sound and the

Kingdoms of this world shall become the Kingdoms of our God and of His Christ.
— >

Someday, there will be the last vicgém. God will saz to Satan - this is your

last destruction. God will say to evil - this is your last effort. God will say to
y vil your last _..g, y

sin - this is your last waste and damnation and evil that is as broad., That rolls
e
in from the river Euphrates. Each generation receives from generation to generation,

the terrible inheritance of iniquity. And judgement passed on to our children's children.




And the flood tide goes on forever. And M And

forever and thewr. And God says, there is m There
is going to be a‘éxiékput up - and evil is going to be right and ready. And éé;;;:l__gﬁv

going to be over-thrown. And when all of this happens, God is going to be behind this
--____,__.————'—'_"—_‘—"'_ -
darkness and this tragedy. When God's people give themselves to holy purposes - these

tragedies are going to somehow lead-teo ultimate victory. This is part of the mystery
going P

of God.

Did you know ¢hat)always in the message of the prophet - there are ood tidi
Q;::zi-ﬂagiiiiiiiiiiiiia- He PR ,m‘E:.,ﬁﬂﬂiE§g>

that can be announced. But even though the proghets who sees the glorious day dawning,

e

and his faith is flooded with the alorz o; the Exs;%asting hills. and he preaches the

good tidings. But the final triumph is not yet. The day has been delayed.

e i d delayeth hi ing. He is
In w he used a parable by saying, my Lord delayeth his com/_g‘
not goin come. We are not going to see him. But again in the 36th_verse of the

same chapter, but of that day and hour, knoweth no man, no - not the angels of Heaven,

but only my father only.

In Matt..ﬁ_;’ th some foolish, sow And yet, when the promise

of his coming arrives. All things seem to continue as they were from the beginnin
M
of creation. And people ask questions - and every generatigg somﬁhgﬁ ;higbﬁ that God

is gqing to intervene. and probably thought that here was a

great promised seed. That is going to brlise Satan's head. When John the Baptist
S ——
preached, I introduce to you Jesus, and he is going to lay the axe to the root of the

tree. He is going to divide the sheep from the goats. And John felt Judgement Day

would soon be there,
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III. THE SWEET BOOK - V. 8-11

Anfd——tw from Heaven spake unto me again, and said,
Gothich is open in the hand of the angel which standeth

upon the sea and upon the earth. ere.is involved personally in taking hold of

Ile is sctor. In the drama of life here,

this little book, He is commissidhed,

in the development. The Greek word for book is biblos. Our word Bible comes from it.
' ' —

And so, to me, we look at these books and in the hand of the Lord God we see this

o’

little book that is here tofﬁé\‘ taken. It is open in this 8th verse. ;/ 2

the one which is open, isiié%z emghatic. It must have had reference as to what had

even seals.

gone before, The 1i
And the whole

But now in this 10th chapter - all seven or TIe eals have been bTIOKE

of the little book is open - and it is £ same little book. That little book in the hand

f forfeited inheritancé

And it represents the casting out of Satan. And the gfgation of this world was not for

L

And it represents the redemption.
— —

Satan but was for us. And the children of Adam, as each seal is opened, we find that
God cast out this dragon. And each seal is bro%én, and finally the book is in full

view. And in this broad outline we see that God is redeeming his lost creation.

\@ John is instructed to go and take the little book from the angel and he
LS

receives it with further assurance that he is tc@_&d@md it shall make
thy belly bitter and thy mouth as sweet as

Here is a ééméleiszmbol - he is to take and eat it upg Assimilagﬁ}— to digest.
Righting your soul. Jeremiah said'ls:lﬁ - oh Lord thou knowest thy words we;;HEEEﬁa~\\H
and I did eat them.
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i
ot el R iy T oot Nttty
And I W, a hand was sent unto me,

SPICidehatameeme. And it (vas written within gnd without. And there was written
J t

Lamentations - mournings and woe, And the Lord said, SW
/ . .
tw G opened my mouth and ate the roll, and it was in

my mouth, sweet as honey. But, it wa ith Lamentations and mournings. And

woe.

So thE@};ere is taken fro Th @} ou to understand it.

The prophet was deliberatel 0ll, or the roll. And then

to go and witness with his message.

&.@ He says T took the 1i g b gleiliiienipuliity And in my mouth - it
s ’ —‘_-'_._"-_—‘
was as as honey. But in m{‘stomach,l it was bitter. John's commission was
that he was personally involved in presenting this:o the people, However, he soon
4
found that the sweet message in his mouth became bitter after he had eaten it. The

—

mercies and judgements of God are included in the same message. And it is like a

sharp edged sword. % /' p@/wm [
T R M e

/}M/%‘Q-M

%are Lo experience and thgu_wg,_aze_mm We are to gtudy, meditate
learn, and then we are to preac.h We are to m Then we are to }

prophesy. John was ton then prophesy before the people, the nations,
and this earth. So he toah ihe worg of God, he took the Revelation and he

ate it. And in his mouth it was like honex, but in his stomach - it was like b’i tter

11 i .
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What a profound truth., A bitter and swyeet book.
. é——*‘

D@uou see the trua - that we might be warned, that we might be saved, but have

the ‘ of God from Heaven - iE_iLWey. Possess_God's Scriptures - it is
L7

@ aside from God's message - that is exactly what is written here.

All the blessings of God - how sweet gHey a People

like sugar.

{?gzzi)saw the Lord high and lifted,gg_— in his vision. It was gloricus. But

then he says, woe is me. Then he listened to the message that God asked him to deliver.
Except these people awake, except thez_t/ur7n,. they will be destroygd. And when God

described the destruction, Isaiah said -oh‘ Lord, how lorl_gq? The Lord said

until the whole thing be destroyed. The vision of God was sweet - but the words were
s LU e

bitter.

of the Lord.

B
the Scr; hes Win the hg

before God saying, oh how rea}yis thy wrath. And thew of God that are

kindled against us. These blessings are sweet. But the@dgemer_x;t_ is___’t%t_t_gr._
— -

- there 15/M And this sweetness turns to
bitternegs. Yes, @S_Es_ﬂ%} as honey. Someday Satandis to be defeated. Someday

in Jesus, God will triumph. Someday there will be no more darlﬂess, sin, and misery.
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And oppression and death.

qve 0 ord who forgave our sins. Hew

is as sw But oh that, is why God's children wgeg w That is
@ sometimes will lament over a prodigal son or a wgyward dau&ter. And that

is why the church gives itself to prayer meetings and intercession before God,

why

The Qm _g.ementof God is going to be as bim;@ But the marvelous Christian
—

is going to have hope. And it is going to_gg_@@.

4

14
I@We read, and he said unto me, Thou must prophesy. Before many peoples,

and nations, and tongues, and kings. Well, the @aith\of the people will be involved.

-

And how tragic that here is a prophet who has to deliver -@and deliver this messgge.

The people ought to be warned. And God has a message that will warn them. And to

_enci:mrage them, . . _/} _7&/@&{ ¥ o Yo M M _—
B FeaNures & WW (’*)/,‘/7'-":’ WWW@W‘?&W g

And m‘i@' jon is simply to preach‘ é;‘ E E&‘ KE) to the men who have

rejected him. And the content of this book has to do with matters of sorrow and of
h —

woe which is true in EW. - e T :
God's judgement. @unto Christians 4g_1.1_1‘.)here in thgﬁmdggof the enemies. Woe

unto the churc\‘ in great conflict with the great wer-of Rome, And he( Jthe book
_ Lict -po hega

sknows_this

Christian here this morning feels in his own heart, this great joy. The swgetness,

and he mastered the message. Then he made it @

joy, every

in the joy of receiving the revelation from God.

the promise, the glory of knowing that you are right with God.

Plpnrmpom.. riitote fhe Neopen
WM;Z&M’C’;’W;{‘”Q’

But there are those today who feel the@; that comes. In the delivery
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of God's message. The condemnatiqn upgg_xheix_s%as. No matter how much John knew

and how much he studied it - men were under God's wrath. They must be punished.
— —

And it was bitterness and sorrow and dreadful in its consequences,



