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"THE TASTE TEST"

Psalm 34

INTRODUCTION:

0uncgggééﬁllgéﬂl_iﬁ_jékgg_from a Psalm with a great background in D 's

)
experience, and especially where he says in V. 34{5}- Oh, taste and see that the
—7

Lord is good. Vhat an invitation!

il
~ In the book of (Jobh €: you read a little text - can that which is unsavory
”

be eaten without,salt?'(ﬂe was talking about something that the taste was fl%; -

T
where the salt had been left out. He also asked the Questioqh is there any taste
. . 4

ite of

1!
in the white of an egg. Have you ever‘gzg%ééran uncooked, and undoctored
've you ever of9

-

an egg. Now I don't know - but they say it is But millions of people

lavorless)

would never eat an egg for breakfast without a dash of salt.

The same thing in M -- for it to taste good, it has to be the right
=831
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kind of sample so people will say, I want some m6;e of thar. T like the taste of your

Christianity. And people will ask you what is you @ or life.

72&2;2;5& 5;:5'3&, - Reho ~ <o —

i) tYou!know how(émportant)taste is - you go and buy some of this(%rilliant colore

lime, grape, or strawberry and it is labled with the contents. An you(add?the proper

U

amount of water. And then you are supposed to have a refreghing drink and get a

—_—

™~

real bargain.
S

¢
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Now it looks like genu1ne<prauge—;§e>(?ggghave you ever tasted ite \The moment
e ——— —————

you taste it vou say well now, this 1s<é£é§£§£i§h It tastes like deluded!turpentine)

And it is just a faint arti{icial orange taste. . ¢ -
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~ When you submit things to the taste test, you get the flavor and you get the

real value of the thing. ézggié advertize/;ating placeé) And they have different
; Y L



ool Fordoond rgs TPt Julre Canduliy Tigne il oWl =
Prortonn, Al i iz el Tl ¥ ¢

slogans. And people fix food that tastes real appetizing.

N ey
If vou go and you say ééinacly is a good food for vou. But you heap it up on a
27
large platter and you have to untangle that(;pigg;h before you cam eat it. It is just
—— —— 7

likeépineagle;) you pour it out in a large bowl, and you have to spear it as the bowl
passes by. chlﬁgiga that spinag%tfiii:fii;ggf,éflittle serving on a small dish, with

[4
some chipped hard boiled s on—top of it - and you have something that really tastes.

Or you take a slice of pineaEEle and make a salad out of it, and you grate a little

cheese on top”of it, And vou have an attractive serving and the taste is everything.
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This is what the Psalqéit is interested in - bringing to people the matter of

Christianity or the Cospel. Or his religionm. @Ed he wants him to taste and see that

Ce—e—

tQE_Eggﬁ_iéﬁgnnf:/) 1 want to give you first of all the setting of this Psalm - and

-— 2'—-,
then I am going to talk about thE/TQEEEEEEEinﬁy‘ V. 1-3. And then Egggijxing7in V. 4=10.

And third,jieaching - V. 11-22.
—-—_—7

N Remember that the setting of this Psalm is an alphabetical Psalm. In which he

uses the alphabst, in which it must have been carefully composed. And it refers back
e

to the experience which he had in(J Samuel 21:11-15; At this point, Dayid's life was

at a turning point. He is on the run - but he now 5 finding that he was with the wrong

company, and we discovered in the last Psalm which we use And we come to discover

that he is now back in the territory of Judea. He is in th

cave Adullam.)

Before(Achish he had changed his behavior, and had(faked!himself as a mad man.
Ny
Scrambling at the door of the gate, and the spittal falling down his beard. And the
king said, do I need a mad man. Why have they sent this fellow to my house. So

from this experience David went on and went to the/cavey And it was from this point

that he begins tolwrite Psalm 34.) It is significant, that during his life ofgexile;

T

he is a king anointed of God - but he is hiding in a cave waiting for God's time
g ———
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until he should come to the throne. So news of David's return to the country had

—

spread. And soon

eople and individuals were(%%thering around Davié;?
. ‘-

Now some of them were in distreégs, some were in debt, some were dissatisfied, and
— — <7

disconteg%ed. But this group fo

they ever had. And they were destige really to win victory.

ed the great army of Israel —— the greatest that
=

I1f you could just(picturé) David a&this time, for Cod's moment. And this

common group gathered around and th

V. 11 - come ye children, harken unto me. T will 3 he fear of the Loxd.

And David begins speaking to them in

Now they are going to understand wvhat I believe Cod would say here to us. Come.

Ve must see thejg;;;\hepéﬁin the 01d Testament which illustrates to us something that

I believe is very Scriﬁfural. The Holy Spirit wants to use this great Psalm to let
-— _.————'_—V

you know about Cod's great plan of deliverance for you.

3
There was alkinp) on the throne of Israel who had been disowned by God,. And
Vv

judgement had been pronounced upon him. Saul had been rejected because of his éis=
e ——

obedience. (David)is king but now he is in exile., He is recognized of God. And is

willing to be buried alive in a cave and wait for Cod's time and suffer whatever is
— —-.‘I ?

his lot.

I wonder if we can see from these circumstances the situation that you live in
About the world events. What does the Bible say is behind the sin and suffering

of this world., It tells us that there ié;;:gggé who has been rejected, disowned by

Cod. Jesus Christ spoke of him as the prince of this world. Satan, the Devil - the old

serpent. The whole world in which we live today is held in the grip of this evil doing.

It is the purpose of God from the foundation of the world, that Satan, a membet
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The Lord Jehovah.

“ I‘f
This is the only name of CGod in the Psalm - the(self-existent creato%)
—e—————a, ——

- —

The gne who delights in blessing h%m, and in whom he delights, and it is not a burden
for him to worship. TE&JE?{:iELEEEEEEE—E%F' Whether it is a dark hour, continually
the lamps, the show bread, the daily sacrifice, the priest ministering in the tabernacle
continually, were witnessing the carrying on of spiritual worship. And this is what

will be in mind with David. He was undertaking to help us. To praise God. To give

forﬂ1@§£§§§§ To make it a habit. T will bless ths Lord at all times. His praise

will continually be in my mouth,

Why is this man so full of gratitude. Why is it that he just comes to spontaneous

praise. It is not because of the circumstances that they are perfect. He is in hiding

when he wrote these words. He had many afflictions. He had suffered much.

And it is not that David is grateful for any goodness that he sees within himself.

~~
YLQZ)— He is Egigboasting of his own achievements. We do not like to boast of our

own self-importance. That is a mark of conceit. But he says, my soul will make her

@ff_ﬁf_}g}ﬂ&égﬂ)

I wish that we had a(éhole congrgggtion)of people that would become sugh_hgasgs;s.
That this city might be full of them. I could wish that we might have this whole city
== v

full. That they would delight to boast in the Lord. Certainly do this with a humble

spirit. Here is a beloved object, that his glory is going to be in the Lord. Well, how

could a man make such a promise and how could he keep it.
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Nothing will stop him he says of telling of the marvelous things that the Lord
J

has done. He has just been delivered out of danger. And now he is surrounded by a

gang of outlaws. And of just common ordinary people. But he is praising God and is

thanking God.

It appears that one is at his best when he is praising God. And his work
—

renders in our spirits -when we give praise unto God.

Y;I:)— He invites others to join him. Oh magnify the Lord and exalt his name.
~ v

Fe hopes that those who have gathered around him - that his neighbors and friends

will have hearts that will praise and add to his voice. That they may help him.

It is always (hrilling)in a worship service to begin a worship service sometimes
i _—
4 =

with a hymn--All Hail The Powexr Of Jesus' Name. Let angels prostrate fall. Bring

forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all.\)

Now to get vour neighbors and strangers and all to move in in such a worship

experience is certainly marvelous. Let us exalt his name together, David says.

II.

TESTIFYING - V. 4-10 ™

e ——e—— .
Now.at this point, David begins to testify of his I believe

it was his own experience that he was talking about.
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\\\ V. Appanswer to rayg:b God answered his prayer. Here is the secret of
bt ==Y
= = vi
his gratitude. I sought the Lord, he tells us, he had investi ed. And then he tells

us what he has found. We are concerned in this great fact. Fo he seeks after God.
And then he reports his findings. I think we ought to listen in confidence to this.
Have you ever tested by experience, as David. He had a right to speak. And here was

a man with knowledge. And he said, I _sought the Lord, and then what came of it. He

heard me and delivered me from all of my fears. What a declaration. There is no doubt

the reason he began to seek. Ie was g by all kinds of teryors. He does not tell

us of that which he was afraid. He may have been afraid of the loss of his—waealth or
his health, or even his loved oge;. We do not know, why he was afraid. He may have
been afraid of ggggy. 0r what lies beyond death. As far as we can see, he had no
promise of health. But at last in desperation, he put out his hand in prayer. He
realized that he could not go it alone. And he gives this testimony. THe delivered me

from all of my fears.

He was grateful for what God had done for others as  well as what he had done

for him. Because he is going to tell us about this.

P \@- He@bOut others. About this éoor man cried,! and how the Lord

heard him and saved him from all of his troubles. THe said, that he would @ be

digggggiggggﬁif we'd turn to God in prayer. You know today the(EE;;;EDds the trustee

of the only Gospel of joy in the world today.
— ==

—

And he looks and he beams with joy he says. That even his friends found the

same experience. One disaster after another came upon this poor fellow. In fact, he
= ~

was beaten down. And he could even no longer make his way. But he cried unto the

Lord, . the Lord saved him out of all of his troubles.
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So his gratitude as he testifies what God has done for him. And what God has

done for others.

1@ He testifies t are sent. This is a remarkable phrase and it
\

occurs only twice in the Psalms, here and in the next Psalm. It notes one who is at

the same time the angel of Jehovah, and Jehovah himself. Gen. 16:7, Ex. 23:20. He

is God manifested to mag. lle encampeth. This may be some reference that the Psalmist

has. What @;E;E)had experienced with the angels., Gen. 32:1-2. This is God - to_come
N == sz

and take charge. These are under the headship of Christ. V. 7. So the.Psalmist, in
e | V

his life of deliverance, is interested in giving this account of this experience.

No have been used in pwe. Many people

1

have given a personal testimony of the power of God's goodness upon their lives. And

in these verses,(::ggfis what the Psalmist is doing. David had been content not to

enjoy the blessings alone - but in V. 5-6, he had shared the secret with his friends,
which had come to experience the same thing that he had. They were bowed down under
trouble and God had saved them. VWhat a transformation. What a glorious light - that
the angels had come. WNo wonder in V. & - he pives an invitation. Turn yours eyes upon
Jesus. Look into his wonderful face. And the things of earth will grow strangely dim.

Tn the light of his glory and grace.

Paul tells us in 2 Cor. 3:18 - how looking upon him will not only bring radiance
but we shall be gradually changed, into the same image. What a truly great thought.

What a wonderful experience.

Tn David's danger and darkness in the wilderness) what a defense he has night after
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night. Hethat here are Cod's angels, the angel of the Lord is his presence.

So David feels that this is his defense. Joshua 5:14. TNow this is a wonderful

3
q"z') testimony = as he testifies and gives an in that 8th verse. He suggests
A ) -
the final test, that @ﬂgx_ﬂ_hs:msﬂ-)uuﬂmﬁ

—- taste and see. To be happy and radiant in your life. @ you asking(how| he

[ ——

—

says. Ile says merely,takd what God has to offer.
o —__—“'——-'—-.‘__

Put him to the test. Let him demonstrate his saving and keeping power.

Does Jhe hear and answer prayer.i Then try him. Will he help you get the victory.

The victory over some p:;essingm Then try him and gee. Will he help you in

this hour when your heart may be breaking. Over sorrow or some disturbance. Taste

and see. Let him prove it.

Paul says, my God supplies every need of yours according to the riches of glory
i <

by Christ Jesus.

Now we agree that David was a happy man in this refuge which he said, he found

- and he asked men to taste and to see that Cod was good.

— I read a story of ér. Chappell}that he served for some time first as a(country

cchool teachery) in the back woods. Te said I boarded in the home of a woman who was

a choice saint. He said, I had known her in the yearsshe was the most common
place, hal_tgrt_g_ghurch member. (:!knew her also after she had passed a wonderful religious

experience. Everilng’r_g}ng when the duties of her household and housekeeping had heen

_ _
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finished, she would take her Bible anq{}etire into a little roouhgthat was all her own.

—_—

Sometimes she would be gone only a few minutes. Sometimes for more than an hour. But
when she came forth, there always looked out fr%f/%er(eyes the peace of a great discover;)
My own faith, which was none too strong, was grgg;lymsgggng;hened by the fact that she

looked until him and was radiant. The radiant and abiding benediction he says of her

1ife has blessed me through the years. No wonder the Psalmist knew what he was talking
-

about., Taste and see.

—_

Now this was(not) something of a ritual with the Psalmist. But this was a personal

A

1

thing between a soul and God.

Now this is poing to be your experience, it has to be more than(gfo§zjl That
v B e
is, you must experience it yourself. Not let somebody else do it for you. It is a

sacred bond in your own life.

IITI. TEACHING

\{II —Now it admonishes them to come -_E;Lij) And T will teach you the fear of the

Lord.

- The young @

power of religion which he uﬁfolds.

were lack and suffered hunger. FHere is the practical

Z i 1 h
ven) the young lﬁggs will be lean and u%ﬁgy,

is that(god's children)will find us

Iven the illustration which

and unsatisfied. What he is(teaching
pm— e

—

satisfaction in him. That transends any spoken desire.
—

he uses of a lion here. That the young lion represented glory, strength, and resources.
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He will be reduced to want. But God's@so\_n,will be abundantly and constantly
—— —
— 7 —_——
provided for, Mah. 2:12-14, Job. 4:10. They shall not want any goods.
--'-—-__—-____—-

e

Now at this point, David is in the cave of And it might have been a

51 he was giving this sermon to this eongregation. And there were with

him about{J 400 n‘]- and what a strange gathering of people that he had there.

¥

Fe's in V., ‘il} » he commands them that they will depart from eg;ll. And what they
—7

will do in a positive way. And what they will seek. That their whole drive should be

towards peace.

v.(15  He reminds them that the calamities that are falling upon them 16:18

that no one is spared these calamities. But is near to the broken and the contrite.

v {is.)

And in these teachings, he is speakin is(gtm knowledge} of God. He could say
~ i

this that(God is goo nd to many today that seems trifling. But yet,@rw—e_
discovered it - it makes a differept. It will revolutionize your life. Now if you

will just think of all the misconceptions of God about you, in Israel that day. Here

was a man inspite of his environment, in spite of his heartaches. He was sure that God

was still on his throne. He had discovered that God was here. And that was a marvelous
thing. Man realized that God is always here. Which is true that the Lord is near those

with a broken heart.

It is a @ thing that he found out that God was all sufficient. He found
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God sufficient, God had never failed him or let him down. And inspite of this, he says

the younglliong - they are goEEE_Eg_lggk_and_suﬁfﬁz_hg}ger. But those that seek God,

they will not want any good thing,

And this is what God says. It is good in the gggﬂgggime. It is good in the

bleak wig;gx,riye when the chills of November come - that here is a God that is sufficient.

-

—

And that God will supply all of your needs.

You might say well, God does not know about my situation. He has not lived in this

bewildering age. Which we live in.

And you begin to ask yourself - who has been putting me on the road to my

desired goal. And I think the Psalmist is equal to the task — because he says taste

and see. GCive GCod a chance. And you too will know that Cod is near and sufficient.

= The cross - V.’ The marvelous thing about this that David ends up _
WEEE_EégFggélin V. 20.

1 | <] :
David is in this cave - and hat came to him. w
F L :F "o

/ S
[.Ithose that were(éistressedi It must have been one thing t bout David, but it
‘..

Vhatever the distress

must have been certainly something else to hear him utter this.

may have been, the recorq_ﬂoes not tell us. But the distress under the reign of Saul

was desperate. And it was a blessed thing that drove this little group of men from the

authority of one kingdom into the authority of another.
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qa'.elf— atisfied man will ever come to Christ either. There is 4;churc% of
Zi
which we read in(Rev. 3.? But the door of that church stood - the gigggﬂghrist_saying

behold, I stand at the door :nock. He was outside. He was outside that place.
Sl

And no man who is in that condition will ever come to the Lord Jesus.

It was distress that drove the frodigal son>put of the far country. I will arise
=oTress (E o

and go to my father and say that I have sinned.

low this was the Qgg)of these men that came to David in the time of trouble.
il —

Notice repeatedly in this Psalm - his concern about the Lord hearing and the Lord

seeing their troubles.

When a man recognizes that he is in rebellion against the King of Kings - then he
N ;

will come to God in distress. There was(éggzggﬁ group of men that had gathered around

V
David, and they were men in!debtt Thgz_ggzg_hgng£££§£’ They were wretched people. And

they had a way that they were trying to get away from the liability that they were

under. Under the rule of a king that God had rejected.

And so long as you remain an enemy and reject the ruler of The Ten Commandments,

and the Gospel, he that believeth on him is not condemmed. But he that believeth

not is condemned already.

=2
I notice that these men who came to David were also some&discontented men .

———

Disappointed. Restlesség How many people today have the same, and yet seek
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not refuge in the Lord. So often multitudes of people gather around the broken

@of_tb}_wﬂ.d. They complain, and if any man thirst - let him come unto
- —7

me and drigk. He that believeth on me, as the Scripture has said, out of him shall

flow rivers of living water.

These were the kind of pe that David had around in that day. Dégggggggdﬁ
byupt, dis_s_iii_i_s_f_:l__ed. Now @ are the kind of people that came to Christ. And

they are the only people that come to Christ. Tor they recognize their distress.

Their utter discontentment. Their frustration.

Why} did these people come to Da¥id‘( T want to suggest that I think they came

because they thought David was God's(anointed king) It was going to be the xright

ryler over them. And they believed that @was not the proper ruler. And they
-

had been from Saul to David.

lie.ved that the Lord Jesus Christ was God's anointed king. Does
S -

Satan_st ou? Has he proved you. I think coming to David, not only because

they believed his call, but they decided for Q;g. They took actigp. They obeyed.

Now it is one thing to believe about the kingdom of Christ. It is another thing to
identify yourself with it. Whosoever hear%h these sayings of mine and doeth them.

I will liken him unto a wise man which builds his house upon a rock. And the rains
descended and the floods came and the winds blew - and beat upon that house. And it
fell not for it was founded upon the rock. John 9, we find a blind man whose eyes
were opened. And he declared that whether I was a sinner - I know not. But I do know

one thing - I was blind and now I see.
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Therefore, a decision for Christ means separation from the world and from the
things of the world. And when these men decided to believe in David, they submitted

to David's leadership.

Even in exile they said they would suffer with him.

e . thing they said, we are going to le; David be ouéd master§i As soon

as they took their place, he became their rightful leader. I wonder if this dawns
upon your heart today. The moment they took David for everything, you will discover
that they begin to have victo_g_y. Once they were di's_c%t.ent and in distress, but
now we see they are mighty and the men of that cave became the protectors of the
country. And in the same way, the moment that you identify your life with Jesus
Christ, the anger of the enemy is stirred up with the darkness of this world. But
from that moment, you look on the King of Kings, and he is going to protect you.

Now the followers in the cave looked to David for reward, and were blessed.

There is a day that our Lord Jesus, you remember, will be crowned Lord of all.

And those who follow him will be abundantly rewarded.

s Perhap I should ask you a - in gEich kingdom are you 1iving..'7Which
7 { o

king are you servings

~_ @ David ended with the(§ross§) He said in that verse, he th all his
bones and not one of them is broken. He is pointing to the cross. You remember in
— i

Z/ e:

S gohn 19:36, EE:, ythg

ame and broke the legs of the first and the others that

—_—— —— _— P

(=
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were crg_cified with Jesus. Bu, and they broke not his legs. V. 43.
~7 - & —i :

This is a reference to Jesus. TFor these thigg§_zgre done - the Scripture should be

fulfilled. &g;BSEF of his body shall not be broke?3> And (David)was pointing his crowd

to the true master. The one who was going to lead them.

S :
b — Naturally he winds it up. He is going to be thef redeemerJ) The one that
e — ¥

regeemeth. The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants. Those that trust in him. Now

this isﬁgggyﬁto apply to the saint, about to depart. To whom eternal good shall never
— 7 R

be wanting or lacking.

I wonder today,(aré)ypu ready to face and try him. ,He is able to get your
in—ah &

strength from temptation. Ciaste him, try him) Fe can give you victory over sin.
He can really comfort you in sorrow. Taste him, try him. Does he indeed make all

things new. Those who have tried him have found him sufficient.

s ( gg. Jowéégg)on his death bed wrgte to a fellow minister who was also suffering.

He wrote out of his experience. QHe had tasted the sufficiency of Jesus in the hours

of
of distress. He said, we have preached the great Gospel. But remember ,that Jesus
: W _nave DL - = TT——#:E!%gEEEEgggggzr
I

Christ is greater, than anzthing we have ever said about him.
m—. | —— | T —"  ————

)
L Tl i T Bt i B Wy g ™
zh%ﬁ% o e “/4&7 _,W

The great preacﬁ spoke mightily of Jesus. And he found that he had not said

half of it. He was never able to put it all in words. There is only one way to know
it. And that is by experience. So I think it is very fitting that we come today and

ask — what about your desires, your thoughts, your ambitions. The real you. The

issue is very plain. Oh taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed is the man

that trusteth in him.
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of God's Heavenly hosts was to govern this planet. However, he rebelled against the
authority of the one who created it., Isa. 14:12. Ve are told that he exalted himself
and sought to be as God, to sit upon the thronme of the whole universe. He rejected,
and he was cast out of I'eaven. And Cod made a man in his own likeness and his own
image. As the Psalmist says in Psalm 8:4-6 - what is man that thou art mindful of

him. Now the prince of this world has persuaded man to rebell and revolt the authority

of Cod.

Now Cod has brought about a counter attack in the person of Jesus Christ. THe

invaded this world with Jesus Christ. He lived a perfect 1life, he died, and he rose
apain. And he is the captain of our salvation. Crucified, but God lifted him up.
And God has, through Jesus, launched an attack against this inwvisible power in our

world.

Now this helps us to see the 0ld Testament story in a picture form. Just as
in David's day, there was a king in exile. And there were people who were gathering
around him who were distressed, who were discontented. And he was teaching and training
them for the day when they should reign. Now this is a vital issue for us to understand
- the spiritual significance of our day. Vhose kingdom we are to live in and reign.
We are to reign with king Jesus. And the question is - which master are you going to

follow. So this question in mind here, is one we have to settle.

Now let's go on to the first point.

I. THANKSGIVING - V. 1-3

ol

! I will bless t at all times. His praise will continue to be in my mind.

As far as David was concerned, he deliberately now says, I am going to bless the Lord.



