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THE THANKFUL SPIRIT

John 1:12
Romans 8:14
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\\ _ iumber schooner in the lake - Lake Michigan. They were a mile off shore - of
1 /_’/—‘w\

e

\ / the 393 aboard - 279 drown. There was a hero, (Edward Spencé;} a student at

\
\ / Northwestern. He was a strong swimmer - he plunged in the lake and found people

% a float. And towed them to safety one after another. After making 17 round
\ '*“—‘“‘“77

s
/ \ trips, he became delirious - and asked again and again - did I do my best.

j
/

During the latter years of his life, on one of his Big&hggzs, some one asked
hijn about that experience. A Chicago paper reported that the fact that éot)gg@ of

the\seventeen returned to thank him.

Mgnismfhilggg,to express his thanks, I believe, was one of the oReR:

Lord. VWhen he healed those (ten IEEE}S;that day, only one came back. There was

disappointment. Thankfulness is rare. It is rariﬁfthan we think. I have heard
: < L 1S rared
people say, I can almost forget anything - except ingratitude, If all that happens
to us comes by chance, then of course, no man can be thankful or grateful. But

thanksgiving would be not a duty then. Because no one would have anything in which

to be thankful. But we do know that the thankful people are the happy people. .

Dr Nornan Y;ncentmggzi\ told a story about a_man who came to him - he was very

1k across the room and finally he began to talk., I

nervous. He would get up and wa
234 et up and %

am a<§?ristian 1ay@§ﬁ> a business executive in this city, I live in the sub%;bs, and

1 coggg;e back and forth each day. It takes 45 minutes for me to go and come, I have

made it a rule for a good many years as I come each morning - to think about my day's

AAAAA

work. I look at the probl that T may face. I try to find Seme solutions for them.
p _,.?s , tha ay fac y me_soluti
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Then in the afternoon, as I go back home, I spend the 45 minutes going over what
‘——'—7"_{'_' P amae
happened. I try to see what @jst§§ss I've made. And I have gotten to worrying a

great deal about my business. And these are worrying times.

-t ! v le s t
I have become SO _nervous that I couldn't sleep so I went to alDoctor,, He spen
about an hour with me, and finally he said - you are about the beiE_E§£§§F I've ever
seen for three things. A stomigh/glger, high blggéﬂgzg§§ure, and a héff}ﬁggggck.

You are wide open for any of them or all of them.

I asked him what I should do about it. He answered - I cannot pour medigine into

yogzjéié;l I would suggest that you talk to your(ﬁ§§i££§E>

i
So Dr, Peale, I have come to talk to you - can you give me .

J U

escription,

Dr, Peale said he talked a long tigg and then said, yes, I can give you something

that will help if you will carry it out. I know it will be of great help - it
N

probably will make you well. !
LT

The man leaned over the desk and said, Dr. Peale, what is it, And he replied -
A .

I want you to'ﬁm; tiuith this., I want you to(Eéé&iE}to memory three verses of

<§crlptu And T want you to say them over orning when you get on that train

—_—

~
Say them over and when you get on that train this af

and during that 45 minute ride - think about them, or channel them into your thoughts.
T e - g -

exnoon, meditate upon them as

you go home. Get your Bible and rea%\ghem. And read the surrounding verses - and

s at all while you are on that train.




These are the three verses that he suggested:

e

John lzigfk As many as received him, to them gave he power to become
\«-—-'—“\“;;”

the sons of God,

Romans 8:14)- For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
T e O % -—r~7/

the sons of God.

Tosen 1:10)

\QEEE_}igﬁLr In the place where it says unto them -- ye are not my

i "”"" “"‘7‘*
people, there it shall be said unto them, ye are the sons

of God. The sons of the living God.

Now J don't know what else he might have said to this

man. But he said to

Dr. Peale - what the outcome was. For suddenly I saw a de: sion and
marvelous promise in these passages. I have never noticed how beautifully these

verses compliment each other., And they present a great thenme.

You will find out -\ three verses to memory, and say them

v

over often enough, there will come into your mind a grand assu;ggpe of security.

A security that is yours because you belong to God. And God belongs to\xgy because
2. . R

you are God's son and God is your Father. And you will come to realize that whatever

happens to you, you have a friend. You can trust. And this ﬁgiggd_uillungyg;mﬁ%;l
N it
you because he cares for his own. You will find his love in th€=Qlsj ?\F\s He

the Almighty. Don't be afraid of the terror by night, nor for the arrow that flyeth
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But it shall not come nigh?%gge. Only with thine eye shalt thou behold and

see the reward of the wicked. You will experience this - and you will see it with
€ the rewa I

your eyes. I think that is probably what he meant to say to this man.

So<;;;;;:3if those three verses were gogd for a man who was getting close to

a nervqga_breékuQQyn, with high blood pressure, heart attack, and ulcer. Then it

is Q§Ea for every Christian to meditate on and commit to memory. I think we would

keep them in the order in which they were given to this man - because they build up

in progression. In a great way.

JOHN 1:12

(As many as received Him, to them gave he power to become the sons of GoéE) The

big word in that sentence is " d". All of God's part is the plan of salvation.
: : :

It has been complete - it is finished. Just as Jesus said on the cross. It is
finished., The(plan) of salvation is finished. Our part is to receive it. As someone

4
has said - the ) in all the Bible - are in the first-chapter of John.‘_/lﬁw

came unto his own and his own received Him not;
— > - —

And it could be said of so many Eeogle in the world today - that Jesus came to

them in this lovely land of ours - and they received Him not.

s, I believe there are several

—— (TeasSOons, ;
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Saetn€Te is a distaste and a dread of being

QOne, is inside of ever

inéonsi;tent; We don't like the nxpggris%, we don't like to be one thigg before
all of our friends, and angzhgg_ghing,sg@gwhere else. We don't like secret s%ns

in ourselves or in othexs.

When and knocks on the doors of our hearts, asl|}
p T = N 2

beautiful painting suggests, and he turns his head tg_lis:gg,and see if there are

footsteps on the inside -- we don't open the door. because there

is something inside our houses that we don't want him to igp. There is something
" 7

don't receive him., We don't become the sons of God.
T

Do you know there arq/gbm

city where a real Christian is not

@g}ggg;.( I'm not talking about gxgz:gigggnpgggig;gow. I am talking aboutw§ggpp;§h

they are not welcqg;. There are circles d. That is a bad

thing. They are not wanted because thegéégéié are doing things that Jesus Christ

would not do or not lisg. So he says, that to them that will receive him - he will
N T

give the power to become the sons of God,

Zach. 3:1 - You will find a sentence that says, that(é;£;£>stood at his right

hand to resist,him+7 Every time you start toward that§§g9; to reggiygaghxigt, into

p—

your house, in which you live - Satan leans against it. And He is not going to
= A
let you open that door to receive Jesus Christ, if he can help it. And now thousands

of ways he can help it.
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This week I found a'\ about _an edi_oi“(,pqgg‘

copies in the past 20 I have never read it or seen it before. It read
_ —

of business and sell all of his 015,

gathered. And he placed all of his tools out on a red plush mat. The tools were
E

eBXy, jealogﬁy, gﬁigg, avgfige, vengenance, resentment, hatred - all of them.

0ft to one side, he had a silveriﬁedge. ééééé£§2§§kgé him - what it was, and

he said, that is a silver wedge. See how bright and shiney it is. It is the
. Tl TN 7

tool T have. I put it over there because it is the/mostjvaluable. It is worth more

7

swered, that is the wedge of

s

g an

[w——

You can take the finest Chriifjan, one who has received Jésus into

his life, and who is trying to serve him - and drive the wedge of discouragement into

his CQ31§Ei§g_ﬂg§§; And you can wreck his usefulness. You can use this wedge on a

Sunday School Teqsggr. And you can show him that he doesn't get the results that he

wants, And you make him discouraged. You can use this on a Sunday School Superintendent

or Director. Or on a Woman's Missionary Union President. Who is dead in earnest about

their work - but theydg;;£E>often dlscouraggd. And {JggligggfL;hgimugd%e in - and

I can pry open a door and all of the rest of my helpers can go in. And I can break

S

——

/"“

After a moment someone asked, Satan,\are here(;ny peoplé}in the world that you
e \ ./ e PR

cannot use that wedge on.

He answered, jugt(g?e group!of people -- and everybody pressed forward and said
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who are they. They are the(thankful people) - the people that have gratituggyin their

hearts. They are the_hgmb;gtggople. They are the people that thank their Hea¥ggly

Father for all of the blessings in their lives. They are the people who have thrown

open the doors of their hearts and let Jesus come in, People who know that God is

their father, and that they are his children. Are not easy targets for Satan's silver

wedge of discouragement,

This might be illustrated by a<§£;;§>of a refuge@ The British Council in Crewker?/j

England was helping a family - a foreign born man. And they brought him to their town,

and raised $4,000 to furnish a nice house for him, To stock the house with fgggl
\_.—-——“——‘—*“—_"—_V' a—

c{gﬁg;ng, and to get him a good paying job. He was welcomed like a(§§£§>

PR

But in a matter of weeks, he left Crewkerne for London. ipn~\;>1s the place where

the money is - and he became insulted because the folks would not allow him to take the
I —

<§§rnitur?)with him as he moved to London, 1In fact, the people were shocked. And they

———— )

said, we feel as though this man has spit in our eye.

So there are degrees of gratitude and qualities of character that go along with

this.

II.

Romans 8:14

i I74a
7 As many as are led by the Spirit of God - they are the sons of God. There is
— ~
another verse very similar, to this - that emphasizes the thought. Now if any man
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hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his, Paul is here Lrasti the life
N SaR T i
. TN
that is d!ﬂﬁ y the Spirit of God. And the life that is driven®by the law. I have
never really seen a beautiful Christian who did not have the Spirit of Christ. This

is what Jesus was talking about., When he put the emphasis on the inside of the cup.
I T ——e

He did not want people to be praying or fasting - because the law said to pray or
fast. He wanted them to pray and fast as a result of a hunger for righteousness and

fellowship with God. The \Dublican.eein the story of Jesus, went down justified.

Rather than the Pharisee. Because the Pharisee's prayer received its impulse from
T ———— ol

the outside. And the Publican's prayer came from the hunger of the igé%gg. Anyone
N

that is led by the Spirit of Christ, must forever do these general and lovely things.

I'd like to buy a puppy. If they don't cost too much. Well son, they are $10. The

child's face fell - T only have $1.63. Could I look at them anyway. Sure. Maybe we

can work out something. The man whistled., And & lady trotted out with five little
- e M\—-—

balls of fur rolling along behind her. The boy, caught his breath, and he said -- I

very well, The little boy hiked up one of his trouser legs, and showed_§£§£§§§) He

said, I don't walk so good either. He said, as a matter of fact, I reckon she'll need

[ UNIEENEEEES S
O rmi®

Db aalio
some understanding until she gets used to it as I did. So a happy little boyﬁﬁgd the
R [«

money was not mentioned.
e

It isn't enough to(féceiVe MJesus Christ into our lives, and then sit down and say,
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I have accepted Christ - I have opened the door. I have received him. He has forgiven

me of my sins. That isn't enough. We/ must be 1ed\hy his.-Spirit.

Simon\Peter) followed a far off. And we can follow him so far away that no one
—TTTTTT=r

will ever know that we are sons or daughters of God.

This is the compliment to receiving him--TO them hefgavé)the power, and the
: i v

<?gjvilege)to be led by Spigit. And become the sons of God. As many as are led by

the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

! And it shall come to pass that in the place where it was said unto them, ye
\nd 1t sShal

are not my people, that it shall be said unto them - ye are the sons of the living

God. 1 -

Somgfping happened between those &wo)clause§. That one day, ye are not 2;7

people. And then, you turn, and it says, ye are the sons of the living God.
7

This young lady in

tt/a /// Perhaps we could illustrate wif

C////’ 16 years old. She spent the Holiday ®% Thanksgiving on_g_fngEEEE._\gggipg her

horse at the Country Hunt Club. And then, coming in and having a wonderful time

with the family, and dinner. Sometimes there are as many as 25 people, at the dining
W
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room table. As they thanked God for the family and for all of the things. And then

- hooked up to all kind of
Egggg}wﬂAnd in the dazkgg§§*of hgr heart, she said, I felt it was i.'ossible to
thank God. I thought I would never thank God again, My deagJééigggzizggf-over me
e Mo g

and over the frame that held my body for hours. They would ho{9’9993§ for me to

read - and p;g;nzgiito look at. bbr§§§£§;>would come and he was so out of place in

the hospital. He was so nervous because he lived out doors. I:gshould have thanked

God KGE>I didn't that Thanksgiving Dai& she said.

Jand Thgpkseivine .came acain. And my spirit was
- et e e AR e S L. s

a little softer. And I knew there would be no more fox hunts for me. And I was home

from the hospital and with the family,

=1 the usual tradition,
: GL el

his tears - he said that he was so thankful that I was
looked down at my empty plate - and then to the faces

- o am thankful that T am sitting up in a_vhg

ores. And I don't have to go through'any

home. When it

of my family, and said

am thankful that I don't have any morgbe

it didn't matter if I couldn't ggmigz_hunzi%g anymore.
w2 L farte .
Or take care of my horse. It didn't matter if I could drive m out on the farm.
What mattered was that [_yg§~§;%ye. . And that I was beginning to smile and feel -
\_,,,_,..—-—————»—7-
Thanksgiving 1968 was far more wonderful and peaningful to me - than any other

Thanksgiving I had ever had before or ever experienced.

You know, life's story of Jon Yox ! i g, now. A 45 minute film

which tells about her story and growing in Christ.
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She said this -- now hat is coming. And there is so

much to be thankful for. And so much to praise God for. When I go back home to

ig.now. I know I won't feel jealous. And I can't

visit ny folks (Diive in Califompy
be With my Si : :' ] :—.‘.»..‘-,:;f i e

»meUt I thank God that he has a place
for me where I am, And I am thggkfgl_ghﬁgygyég_iﬁwlﬂgﬂgl;wgiggﬁgmhggge anymore, I

can qggygziyg_gﬂggp and feel my independence. I am thankful that he has given me a
place here in California among mx\fziggﬁs. And I am thankful for the ministry which

T

we are carrying on to help others who are hurting. Thank God who has given us an

T

opportunity to share a grateful heart that he has cultivated within me. And I am
thankful for those brothers and sisters in Christ - sons of God. And I will bless

God for Jesus, because he has made possible for me to experience thanksgiving. And
N

I have learned to give thanks always for all things, in the name of our Lord, Jesus

Christ.

England.

him. They were old friends. He pulled up a chair beside the bed oﬁxghe old man
.\_____—_/_/—/7 —

and propped him up on pillows, and for a few minutes - they smilgﬁ andylaughed and

talked together. They had had a lot of good times together.

After awhile, the news reporter said, look - one thing I never did ask you,

And T want to know for it will make a good copy for my newspaper.
over.the great divide - ; i ? j
er _grea __;y%gp tql} me Fhlsaqa' You were pretty wild

and reckless when you were a young man., I know - for I was with you. But something

<
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changed us both. What changed you. <Eéé;%fifﬁe experience withf_“- 3

Out there in the ocean and you were standing by. Their only hape.

Well, the old seg. aptain ened. It was like this.
It seemed to be impossible to get anybody off the Caspar before it broke in two But
we got them all off, A half dozen times,(ﬁglgéggggﬂygg;,down_ourse1ves. But we got

them off. And the;;;;;;Z;Swag_th las

- when he crawled up on the deck ladder,

All were going to get off, And then she

"i; you just keep on holding my daughter while I

d £ L,toldﬂ?;;_that it was perfectl

all right for her to get down on her knees and pray. For everybody on my ship had been

praying. Just then the Caspar.broke Dty
sink., Then she=get=@i».>» She got down on her knees and prayed. When she held out her
«:.——-——“""—“7-

arms to her 1j

to me. And I had a three or four davs crouthegf-hegad, and I don't know how she stood
it - but she put her cheek up to mine and sai Her mother smiled
"

] would

and said, ‘&2 I think he was God7 Well, o@

save s . ThlS man_savgd us. After a moment, her mother, still smiling said - no, he

1s not God.

‘aa is Just one of God's men. And God used hi

The olq_§9a~cap1ainuiggped to his boyhood friend, the news reporter, with a radiant

light in his face. You know, I just decided that I would be one of God's men .
g u_know, T just decide e one —alugys

He could use me any day. He could use me every day if he wanted me.
S =~
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That is a beautiful illustration of this verse. There was a time doubtless
™ -
that<ggg2hgdosai%j_éoth)to the editor and to the old sea captain, you are not-my

people. ¢(Bug on this special day as they were talking together - surely God had
e = >

smiled upon both of them. And you could almost take these words and say - you-

.......... %—‘——
both are sons of the living God.
. T —
—

(§§£;>of God can express Thanksgiving every day. Are you a son of God today?

Have you truly recei him? This is gratitude at its best - when a person comes
v

and says - I want to be a son of God. Do not be a man who fails to express his

thanks.



