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j THE THIPD MISSIONARY JOUPNEY COMPLETED

Acts 20~

INTRODUCTION ;
DY the. thdadei RAT 3 in the latter part of c_}_wép_gg_ﬁ
And the whole of ;bgg;g;@ Ve discover that Paul carried on a great

m\r
mim e worled there in a S% for at least two

vears teaching the people. And Paul had to contend with piwg%ion.

And had experiences with miraculous soothsave§§ and the unusual experience
of a Bo%.
Ncerarmm:
Mﬂ"'"'—'h-.
Paul madat Fphesus - he wanted to taTre up a{g ggtionffcr his church

at Jerusalem. And for the poor Chrlstlans He also had in his mind that he

wanted to go to T’er. Paulr‘met’gthe opposition of idols in Ephesus. And

Nepes?
had quite an experience as the city was left in an( uléroi) The towngc'§1

finally brought a rd to the town and Paul was able after the uproar had
n v oug n order Aple &l §)

ceased - he decided that he would make plans to move on.

The entire éhagtegeals with farg&a&_l__*, a farewell , and a

pr———_
o

fargwel‘}ﬁw. These @ree ideas.

)in the city ceased, Paul mbracedlhe Christians there

in Fphesus. And made his departure and the first visit he is going to make is in

@ It‘seem§ like a man with the qualities of Paul - that he would have

no_stumbling b_]igks in his path. There would have been no clog%s in his sky.
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."- remained in Ephegus for quite avhile

But the facts are p;ggggise. The A

and finally they settled down. And Paul goes to Macedonia where he stays for

perhaps 3 months. lHe was on the old battle ground and of course other difficulties.

There he built up the work.

V@- He W he covered all of these parts exl;cE}igg, teﬁ}y.

And instructing.

@- He staw And he found he had other difficulties
in the way. Thehad aw and when this was discovered, Paul had

e with a

. 1 N I -

to leave Macedonia again. Now 2| pa

single _reference. And when he comes to Creece and Ct_)_z;i.n.th to revisit, he finds
_ =

s he has already visited.

antagonism has been bui%{:’up. He moves through c:
wmm#-—"’.“mw.~ Pl A e A S e L b

%oﬁmwxmw

believers in@ And finally came to @ VWhere he stayed about 3

months. Paul is mentioned here by Luke. Probably he@ have stayed at

He has aw these areas. He probably spoke to the

_we would like to know a great deal more

about. They are not regg_;ded.
s .
i,f ¥ There vere ‘gemmmgdevho acgompanied him in V.@As someone has likened it

That as he went through these areas, in order to

encourage the bel;g}rers, he collected collections for the saints in the Gentile

churches. e received money for relief funds. Poverty-stricken believers back
P

in Jerusalem. And there were several people that journeyed along with him.

rd
And they were gifted men and they assisted Paul. Pau mdirectly

fw and then go on to Jerusalem for he wanted to be there for
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the feast of the passover. But when the Agmm__gf___this.’ were discovered, he

had to somewhat change his: tourgg. And there were friends, however, that always

kept the Apostle® informed. 5o ﬂ, er. lan through cedonia,

through ¥ssalonica, to #iligni - and here is where Luke joined them again.
st RS . v

after the days of unleaven

. A .. 3 e g
bread. And came unto them tc@:‘it took them figaee days for this journey.
Paul was urging the churches to give a ot _ap _inventlon. of the

e ,!Lq

Christian church. Because in the%@;&ggﬁwﬁn , they put a great deal of stress
R

upon charit s. Care for the w s, the orphans, and the fatherless.
.4 Sxaers perle

A At

And Paul used this Christian charity - that it should be@@im the name of
T p— = v

W,

Jesus Christ. These farewell visits were very interesting. As Paul came back
B i i

to these churches. And of course, Luke simply says he went through those regions

and encouraged the people with many messages.

They are now aff’ Troas}y And it says that they abode here for iseven da;s ;}

They were probably awaiting a % or passage to move on to their next destination.

But Paul stopped here with a little group of friends. Luke was there also.

‘M, i
vi 7}~ And upwefm when the disciples came together

to break bread, Pu unto them. And he contipnued his speech until

midnight, Here we find in this farewell.sexwvice.2 )as, the first time the

Christian fchm I Cor .2, Rev, 1:10.
N e ————

They are brgaking bread at the Lord's Supper. Our Sabbath is a day in which

we should continue to thank God, Tt is
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If we really considered it,

de, ve oughf.Lo. someielt

and it ought to be long H_{s&rved. And have a great place in our Christian

minister the word. And the{dav) that

experience.

church to hear Paul-preach. Paul's preaching was (@

They neyer tired of hearing Paul, and hearing a preacher og.ce may not be a pood

fore
sar_ngﬂlvg. We may have to listen to him for a__m_gggh or a year, Or many times be

et g

we get a sample of his preaching.
Wﬂxv@wﬂ“"ﬂ"f‘h

Trom the evidence here in this farewell service, Paul did{ﬁot}deliver a short

’ He did not speak for just about g on this occasion. I _do.not..

1f it was something

% "‘ - : n PEE.
service of a certain kind - you may begin the meeting w and spend
s&" and then the pe%by the time the

e and T

preacher gets a chance to preach. Now({

like to w People have only so much time. And there are exceptions
to this.rile} of course. The Holy Spirit may be working during the invitation
i " e

or in other ways. However, if we begin our services on time - then we ought too

as a rule be able to allow so much time for a sermon.

~
M happened that night @hey had an : oing
s erpaned ghet oighe, @ a1 g

on before Paul got the service.
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We know that Mand the service was held on the

and all the windows were left open to catch the passing breeze.

—@ Luke emphasizes that there were Wn the upper chamber. Where

they had gathered. Perhaps these were fastened around.on. e wall, to give good

light, to the situation. And it may have heen that these lamps or torches made
M

the air stuffy and oppressive.

\:';Q- A Wby the name owad found the bwin the house.

He was seated in the W And the young man mand he decided to

W T might insert that some peeplesdostiattoca
w Some peogle do that also. T read the@nce where a preacher's

as well w with your sermon this morning.

And soon, he was

She said to “'z'f‘husband. And he asked her why. And she replied, I noticed every-
g —— . L e TP

Now @ith a physi caught these Ws. At any rate
about this yoyng man who was We as he was seated there in

the window. And the nMi_ng you know,

No doubt some
m”’

Here he is, he is sm;rd and

of the

backward. And they%l other.

é w' §now whether a fly lig[_';; on him, or a mww:hn - but
he goe_sw And then they see the bw Now Paul says

something is wrong here. And in that deep sleep, he fell from the third floor.

Tow this n%an suffered severely. This was




the man nearly.lost his life.

It is

: zronce who-asked .a_lady, was your husba i his morning
;_ = ?E;t- B N ] A . = w
during the service.\ Mrs. Smith said‘gg, it is his terrible ha : n

his as-'--;gp It is dangerous to go to sleep in church.
\S.;HM

She consumed all kinds

Somebody told a i@‘fonce of a da
of slw and me%@e, to make her sleep. Finally ghe said, there is no

use for me to take anymore medicine. - ne...£0.- Y. in the_,c.gu:ch, I have

Too ma}ny Christians are asleep today. They join the church, are baptized,
f W et

and are placed on the roll - but they have gone to sleep as far as any activitiy

for Chrigt is concerned.

I think it is very@ - herg.is.a.dying-world, and YW‘

You neww. If only you could SWW!: of Christ, and the
nag,l.;,piaxgﬁ,d%ds reaching out. And hear him say I_gave my life for_“l’%;e. And

here you let my work go undone. Now we Christians may go to sleep on the job.

But there is one thing, thes always on the job. He ne?r sl?eps nor

——

slumbers. le is always busy - always at work.
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izwav)the crowgour. And they
found this body W. And Paul comes “down and takes a look in.V!@_

He says, do not trouble yourselves, his 1life is in him. V. Therefore, when

When they had restored E%m, they went back anc{ finii-E ;l the L ! Then
s g

they enjoyed a wonderful time together in fellowship with the Lord and sharing

each other's experience.

It was such a wonderful farewell service that Paul couldé“;‘i?@ tear himself away.
= : L e

Though he had a long way to walk on the next day. The that he continued
: 7

as alive. And that this farewell
.

V@" They were comforted. The fooun

service had been carried on in Christian love.

IITI. FAREWELL MESSAGE
_ San

In Paul's farewell message, V. 16,

- 1d h shy Paul ch h F h
@ We are told here why Paul c ise this 53{ ﬂte Te sent others on a

voyage of 49—31_5 while he cut across the neck of land about 25 miles. He walked
- P
alone. Perhaps for meditation and prayer. This was a habit of our Lord Jesus

Christ.

a- Paul was trying to H. He had planned to arrive in

ﬂ‘g}_{l_s_ﬂt_?—_{f_\ !-for the passover. He had missed that, and so now he was trying to make

it by the day of Pentecost. The Holy Spirif had first come to indwell the Christians
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many years before. He With the disciples and celebrate that

i

feast day of Pentecost. Paul never got away from his

A

15 miles from Fphesus. Paul felt that
he didn't have the time to spareso he invited them to come up and he there gave

his farewell message.

His éarewell messaEe)can be well summarized into three catagories. Personal

¥
testimony, a profound warning, and a precious compassion expressed.

\ 1. Personal Testimon; - V. ];8-27
@- He talks about his w He says|

W And the Er_exlg,g_f__mgz.J;fe, it takes the hills and the vw to make up a

ws and under all conditions,

fel has been an open

land scape. Paul says you hav

you have known my life.

- ) y
™ @ many_( s/t , flook 3 .| - it is what a

Christian life ought to be. Wouldiyou be ht to stand up and say,

look at my life. Probably most Christians would be y - just look

at thw. nowg’.at the b;idays of my life. Over your

past life,you be williqg to stand up and say - just 1_ike Paul was saying

here to these in this farewell address, and farewell message.

e of He had been serving the Lord with

— @— We have the messa;

humility and many oa#%. And for a man of this nature, to be humble - it was

AT b

something great. He speaks of his w&ar%_ﬁ, _tears. Not on account
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of his personal sufferings. But@ the pewsn Because of the ene?s

of Cl:u:)ii in the midst of the church.

for Christ is the man of compagsion. Jesus wes;:

over Jerusalem. Paul wept over Iphesus. John Knox t over Scotland.

Toa Tt = V(G <o VD1 WIT 4 37 bt Sse

éomeone)has said that OW %) Paul sought not

to know if they were rich or poor, but to knmﬂilithe kpew Christ as Saviour.
————————— T -

The Bible says#izjégngg!gg.i-iq’i. even though they die in their sins, we have

cleared ours€lves. If we do not warn them, and they die in their sins, then

their blood is upon our hands.

The matter of sincerity is found in this verse.

| Paul went from house to house and he kept back

nothing. The &w like the physician. gave the peog&:
the meddci they ,e@gg. Tt did not taste good. We may have had to use

a knife to cut away some of the diseased portions. Even though it was painful,

—

he said I went from house to house. Testifying.

The man who cannot ver the enemies of the cross of Christ, fails to make

full proof of his ministry. We can weep over@_own sorrows and 1o.|$&es. But if

we could get the interest that Paul had, this servant's heart was right. Phil. 3:18.

He was faithful -i-@ He testified withAapentanc toward God and faith

- { 7
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toward the Lord Jesus Christ. This was that he delivered{; messagathat was very

neat - in(wo word) éepent and believe.] This is the beginning of the Christian

life. We know that the Christian life is mor&w%p. But the first

- is repent. Think of the old ways of life. And then by faith and by trust,

we begin to walk. Paul defines here the requirements. When he says, there is one

Gospel. T have testified to both the Jews and the Greeks, and the Gentiles. And

to the free men and to the slaves, and to those on Mars Hill. e proclaimed that

this was the Gospel. ay, we speak of the need of the Gospel.

We say that we need something that will challene th4 modern mimb As though

the needs of modern men._d’i_f_gﬂm from tlw_%_

but one gospel. ‘(Elor }Will there‘cﬁg_hﬁ_ For regardless

of man's outward circumstances, his inward needs are the same.

AL AR

@y natufé}all men are sinngg and need salvation from sin.

~ Clg_a_EleszSpurgeon \said, we can learn nothing of the Gos]‘)ve’l except by feeling

its truth. There are some sciences that may be learned by the head, but the
M

science of Christ crucified can only be learned by the__\zlﬁgrt.

Now from the Creek

tude. Still more,

it is be intellectural ge. w of the heart. It is more

Therefore this word means more than just being

e

change in his heart'."- But he didoﬁ* turn to Jesus, he went out and hanged

himself.
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Conviction comes when we repent toward God - that is unto God. With respect

to God. You recognize that your sin is against God.

T think you cowthis withyBay
‘.,-—--""’"‘F T T

PWHear him as he’_m:w, out of a broken heart. ''T acknowledge my

transgressions. And my sin is ever before me. Against thee ans thee only have

riof forgiveness in

/
T sinned. And done this evil in thy sight. ’V: 3=4. This does that
_ﬁ_————-—? &
he had no inned apainst himself. Or against Bethsheba or a ainst her husband.
ot_sinned ag g ! g usban

But David looks p/’inarily about his sin as being againgt-Ged. Of course he had

sinned against himself but what he had done was against God. 8o @ repentance

thenthat sin and what is done to G%d. Then this experience brings you to

godly sorrow which will work repentance.

ord Paul uses here in his testimony of the farewell address -

It medns w&m You must turn @w

upon yourself, Toward the Lord Jesus %St. To believe is to commit. Or to

is the word

trus ; Actually, T guess it is all three. You exercise faith - you must@

the Gospel record, in wha’i_:,_élgsns_.haahgl%g, and he has done this for your salvation.
s it

Is there not enough air in the universe, ves. But there is no room for air,
e co———————

el e il

and therefore there is no room for life, in his body. Faith is necessary for

————rt e,

salvation. And we must make room for it in our lives.

As a witness,{you and I%are not to work up and develop a new Gospel Ve
e Mm._”_w- | Nmm——
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simply must declare the Gospel revealed in Jesus Christ. The old, old story, is

omething we desert for something new. To do so, may please some men, Tt

may get a crowd. But the §toryjas told of aéndemned man) awaiting execution,
‘-—% =

many people had tried to wia him to the Lord but they had failed. Finally one

layman went in and said humbly that he would try. MHe said, my friend, vou.and.

I are in a bad fix, aren't we. Immediately the condemned man burst into tears.

Then the man told him of Jesus and his love. And he was gaved. That is the

message - the message of repentance and simple faith.

\@Panl tells us that this was gMMnd he felt

with certainty that this was going to be the lagf time that he would preach to

———

these friends. So in giving them this farewell message, asg

—

should minister and preach as though it were their last sermon. We never know
e

as we ascend the pulpit and announce our_ text, for it wme that

we preach. Therefore, a minister should not leave any wrong impressions. They

should bring forth the truth of the Cospel. And seek for the conversion of the

souls and the building up of the saints.

We had a

c just a few years ago. He Wl*,

&

annoqnw and that was as far a§;n£_’59; with his message. So Paul felt

that this would be the last message. The last time that he would testify.

E@ He says, I want to put you on ” that I have w To preach

to all men this message. And I have not declared to shun the whole counsel of God

to you.
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\\\ 2. A profound warning - V. 28-31

g

e Here ini@éq‘e heed ptherefore unto yourselves and to all the flock.

Here is a central kactl concerning the ’?m 5
”q\\. ’
Firg , ti@’rhe name that is given to the church in the 0ld Testament.
T ——i . T e AT et P S, MW’.

Isa. 40:11, 63:11, Micah 7:14. This is a name which Christ also applied to his

disciples. Luke 12:32.

It was a favorite figure of the Apoislg_ﬁgxer.
R ——

HF' they were earthly shephexds. The Holy Spirit has put them in

ithas.heen purchased with theghlggg.glour

3 prga%j.ons

ex}gfjgmong men. Scientjific, comggggial, and ftigeznal. The church is organized

v R
Lord. Lhe church is the product of Christ Viearous

ed, it never would have been. Of
—

all the organizations on earth, there is none so precious as the church. The

o /
(E;Z;z;)gf the church, in Heaven is, is H*E that washed us in his own blood.

.ZgLJL Siialp W€ @a;4ﬂtﬁh'53£;49}*'/é§ﬁif 2j2;%JAZEJ719ﬁ47?4 Z:;“"'}k-bﬁxﬁilblﬁkjﬁagﬁﬂ Ve 0
With his blood, his own blood. W‘

So here we found profound warnines that is coming. Concerning the Eiggk.

The overseers that this is pri§}DUS.
-



b

: i piec /' TFor know this, he says,gw_
@nter in among you not sparing the flock. Wthere will
enter in worﬁlx men, MWcES, warning against the church. The

duty of the shepherd and the flock is to be warned against the external - these

outside férces that are going to come because the church has been paid for with
e MR EED

a price. He purchased it with his own blood. It is the ekklesia. The assembly,
the called out ones. And it is a commercial term here — a transaction has taken
lace. He h rch d it hi 1f. And what i t f that purpose -

P e as purchase mse nd what a price tag o purp

with his own blood. He made the purchase.

But the p@ré‘ll of it is, that grievous m are going to enter in among the
flock. They are going to come without. MNow it means that they are going to

come some who will speak proverse things. And these wolves will come in to
éerﬁg&uﬁ and also to@:) the church,

You are to preserve these things because they will not spare the flock.

@M also of your ownselves willw To draugavaysdiseiples

after them. The engmiles that rise up yi - this is the deadly kind.

Those whose lives and beliefs and actigns do Aol add to the healthy emowth.of

—z

the church.

For some of the pﬂgﬁséﬁ.%d-mﬂifrs, such will arise. The greatest enemies of

the church come from within because they are very destructive.
M

r. James L. Su111v:1) made a note on the democracz of the church., In this

e

T » .
week's }Ierfld. A very fine statement thatcannot within the church seek to

for B
o::ff tlleii own 1nterest§. @eed prayerfully, co-operatively, with the spirit+
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of God to seek the mind of Cod.

The great danger that threatens the church of God today involves all of these.

ﬁ\ leny the infallihild of the Scriptures.

WVithin our chureches, we have

The e of Christ, the % the bleed atonement, the boW.

There are those who offer us today nothing more than

they draw away disciples after them.

And they tear one away from that to which he has been attached. And it is

that maybe even some colleges and upiversities have been guilty of destroying

faith. Whoe unto the teacher who would undermine the faith of a student - or even

the preacher who would cause one to stumble.

N @ Paul says what you can io. Thmand remember. Ile says, 1
have talked about- this, W Night -and day with tears.

Paul says I have given you my best work. I have put the things that need attention

upon your heart. And he said, this is what you need to give attention too.

Finally, the precious éompassion expressed)— V. 32-38.
= ol o e D
QBM My dear brethren, commend: B

his grace which is able to build you up. This is the

pronounces as he commends them to God's grace. Paul can
God and in the m And the word of his grace involved the preaching
of the Gospel. Through the power of the spirit. And it was by this means, that

Paul had been able to Pﬂ;.in their hearts, the Gospel message.

RBuild up - is an{ &

i =
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It may be bw, but it can be built up.

You don't put it altogether in just one effort.

I Cor. 3:10, Eph. 2:20, Col. 2:17.

”,}!ip.< Sanctified 3

”'iﬁfﬁhiﬁh no

And he said, vou are going t
ones, Those who believe in Christ. Nov

man could number. As the bright Heawens were perfect and the inheritance to the
e ot i e =

sanctified ones. To sit down with m, Isaac, and Jacob - and through all

the ages. There will be an inheritance for the sanctified ones. To dwell with
them not temporarily but forever. And they are going to sit down forever through

the ages.

able to build you up. The Gospel is no weqknég%}rument. It is the power of

God. Unto salvation.

Paul continues some ‘{ersonal things) V. 35 = w

s

It is more ed to give than to receive. How we need to accept
ore blesged to pive cety: P

that great challenge. There is nothing like obeying the tru and being

obedient unte it. There is nothing more precious tomggg‘in all the world than

the pegple of Christ. The body of Christ. The

gch, as he gaye himself for it. And Paul is

These volves,

exhorting them to {w

andLﬁnregeneraEB men and women who will talk an ke Christians perhaps.
RS

N
And you will think they are Christians, but they are not born again. They will

be religious but they will deny the power of faith. They will Eig;y;b, they

will divide, and they wiliﬂzgip—the church of God.
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e warns them that they will be also within. This is the danger again, and

_mﬂgguﬂﬁv»
again - that weplesdivide and separate. And forn liugleloliuedh Which gather

around particular leaders! tead.of uniting.people in the fellowship of the

r\for one man's views.

TS e r——m—

body. The {c
These thiggs&i_% the church of Cod. And so he says, do all in the sp_irit
that will exemplify. And with his ie_g_;s,, he had warned them of this. Remember

that it is more hlessed to give than to receive.

@ This is the(m This is a most movinE EEEF: Paul, the
man of God, is With his members around in prayer.

@ When he had said, m all of them t their arms around

him., And theyw Here is a @ﬁg éé} EEO loved them Who tol
Ced

them of their H Now he is giving them a farewell

message. He told them that they would never see his face again. Their hearts

were broken.

\ Soon he was on the shig.

When I consider this scene here, as{Pau d finally dega-;fs —
‘—_w g .
it is like ywk and wk Your Mes and mine, will Wd
[l

”l Paul had talked about, visited, and preached. He
a

had been oncerned about the word of God's grace. And now he had undergirded and

supported - and he was on board the ship leaving - Wq What a way to
<oz o

Fis fq,rewell visit - his farewell service -
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called on him one day, and said I'd like for you to tWofﬁt‘:hgmgb_urch

rell., B‘ooks reminded him that that was agserio: He appealed to him

to reconsider.@, a poorly cw stopped by the office wim

seribbled in pencil. It was on soiled paper. The minister read it. And it was
¢

addressed Mg. Broeks, m, and he turned to the man who asked for his name

to be dropped. Thig joman, she is poor. ©She wants a

visit and needs help. y go to in a few minutes. Would you

mind going home with this boy and see what the mgther needs. And supply.it.for

her. Certainly, he said - I debesgladstosdonthats So the boy led the man
through the narrow street and finally to the little shanty. And they passed

through the half-open door that was held by one hinge. Into an un ed roem.

~

he do. He hesitated. He thought. He t%&ﬂ;};m who he was but she pleaded

S,

Well, his heart would not let him refuse the request. For

a moment, he dro 1;-“2 ‘;1 to h:Ls Th?li;sgsentence was a petition

The woman knew that this was not Dr. Brooks. But who it was,

she could not imagine. Soon_ the ._:u-ﬂ___.;.,__ ndifference had been mved off. The

O s LT ——,

altar by power, and the fm?mmwin- He be sought..the-theaRen0f..
i,

And closed his prayer.

m@for the di tressed yomar

Addressing her, he said, my%— you have diseovered that T am not

* Dr. Brooks. I Dr.Brooks is conducting
oo

a fu@ml and sent me to help you. Oh, how you have hel

She told him-that anything would be appreciated. There wa% W
n%e. He asked the boy to accompany him. He went to the store, filled

a bW’ pave a boy this for his mother. Ordered groceries, medieine, and coal
-

L

was sent.
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And then he hurried back to the w Soon Brooks returned from

the cemetery. The man stepped forward, hw his eyes yefifm

.u‘ﬁfrom the roll.

Hls vaice was mellow. ¥ Oh, Dr. Brooks, I dom.

4 mfa:}:ﬁ%htw&%l {

@EZont mak ication of to your own heart. If somehow,
v - !

/could you say that you are alrightn

you had to gavmfareuweldsto.this.vorld,
= ..'_:...;a—-—w‘:;‘:' w_-w-f;)l)

/




