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THE THIRD WORD FROM THE CROSS

John 19:26-27

1. Father forgive them,
2. Today thou shalt be with me in Paradise.

3. Woman behold Thy Son.

S son had long left home. He is

A task so far reaching Mary did @ofiunderstand, things which he had

dona -—- ghe did not grasp the reas why be was hanging on the crogs. But
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he was ther
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at the cross sharing her son's experience. Her body was in

pain because his was in pain. FHer haart wqa,hrokem. She felt forsaken.

She was his mother to the end.

(lotherhoo

is not just an interlude of 20 vears of 1ife of a woman
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when she has children at homs. It iﬂ(?n experienc%)—— it
g .

. . . . TS
has a point of heginning but is{ande l/only by the death of a woman whom
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someone calls '"Mother',
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vast dimensions iIn motherhood from the birth -of the first
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child until the qigih of a2 woman who is mother,

o
There are responsibilitiss and different/stages;of motherhood,
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There are many changing demande.

Pre-School YearS//

Characteristics of the Period - The (homegls the gi%;gj entire world and

rr

the mother is the most important figure in 1
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Special demands of the pzriod.
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1. (Be with/your children during this period.
& 4 —rTte b

, . . g s .
Do not relinquish this roleLPnless it is ahsolutely unavoidable.
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2.  Give your childreﬁééi?nty of affectiog)

By actions and attitudss vop will leave a l1ife long impression
} o (o]

upon vour child that the wo_ld)ig either a friendly place

is heetile. Give your child security during this period. Help
ity sl A
him to be able to accept himself., Later on —-- love him in this

formative stage,

,/ School Year /
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Characteristics cof th
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period ~ your child will be entering the wider

world.

Spacial demands of the peried,

1. Help your child through 3 s&s
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Mesting increased responsgibilitiss and ewxperience adol

N

. Help your child to stand on his own feet more and more Don'i

///// Turning Them Loosg///

Characteristics of the period. Your work as a mother will he tested

)

when your child leaves home amnd your ahility to let go.
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Special demands of the peried.

1.

3.

iz

Relate to vour children as fe l1ow/yéults)wno have tr edom of

choice and must live with the

Let thenm wor< out th /é@n pggg%§g£>in mgggg/matters, cayser,

——&

s

r—

and marriag%,
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Do not deprive vour child of the henefit of st gling.

The Grandmother Stagg/%

177,

Characteristics of the period - I have never heen

\

grandmother —-— but %LxﬁyA 1th2;

this appesars to he a time of great satisfaction.

Special demands of the period.
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[
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Do not complicate vour children's task of parenthood bvéznterferringFQ
SEEEERRRES, A3 =

Remember that you are a mother first, and a grandmother second.

Do not do their job for them.

ifake it clear to vour children that vou are not free - standby haby-
/ 3 ‘\—-——__..: e e

sitter.
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01d Age /

Characteristics of the period. Acgcept the

eality

al; —

of being old.

Special demands of the period.

St:g§_92~xggz%éj;~£_*¢) s long as ong as pos sible, but face the fact

1.

when you can no longer do so.

3
living arrangmentgithat

T

Remember your role in
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have to he made.

e exclusively for vour ch%iggan - it Willv}g£2_2£§m7aﬂd it will hurt

7

n they leave home, as they will, vour 1ife will be

unspeakably empty.



Maintain o arriage.
2l 85000 Mari &

You had a hushand before you had children, Cultivate other interests -
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funds - church - community service - hobhies,

Don' t live through vour children ~ make them be what vou wanted to
; b e ——— ~Z—

Gain knowledge from 1ec;?res, books - maturity - flexibility demands of

vour role change.

Divine help ~ ask God for wisdom, guldance. WHe will give it to you.
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I have traveled a field - however this has( meanin

.

a3Vfor 3rd word on the

(&4

cYross.

Can anvone really take the place of a son in the heart of a mother?
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Could Hary forgeé)that son - could he he replacsad,
> 7

On the(outskirts)of the crowd at the crucifixion stood z small frightened

P g —————

roup -~ Mar the mother of Jesus. HMarv, wife of Cleophas, Ma Magdalense
05,. / s < ] L ’ /2’___&\ s

and Sai%ff/gother of John were present.
e

The(gygs of Jesus roviné)ovsr the multitude lighted on his mother standing

at the foot of the cross,

Begide the cross in tears

e

The woeful mother stood,

Bent 'neath the weight of vears,
; And viewed His flowing blood:
Her mind with grief was tom,

Her strength was ebbing fast,



And though her heart forlorn

The sword of anguish passed.

7
It is always for a mother to _see her son dif,. She expects

him to lay her head in the grave. But in the case of this - it was
the fiyst born son. He was only about 33 years of age and of course
. AT e 3

you think of the death that he was dying —— that of -a_criminal.Qanyd

e T

mothers have had to suffer. " And they do suffer the kind of deag@ that

I

their children have to die,

Sy

hung on the crogs before her evaﬁr He was b s. His wound ad,

His mggggzgsgéggrched. There wasﬁggzggbfor him to reach(gut and grasp

Butégggg)bther's suﬁﬁggg%éfkwere ever equal to Mary's. There he

hé_l_',ll’vl%@/ or for her to put her arme around his neck. The nails pierced

her as well as him. And the thorns on his brow T am certain cut her

gt

ieart. Like sweords., She has been told that he would ba called great
and the son of the highest, ard the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father

grzatest, this throne, this crown and

kingdom ~- where wers they.

The shepherds had visited him., The wigemen worshipped him. And
= S

Simeon had recognized him as the Messiah. Te was only a village carpsnter.
a—
And on the cross he is the son of the mother — hut Jesus
e e e - PR
. men, As the sacrifice, he

As our high priest he ministers to our nseds.

is gur comforter, guide, and strength.
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matter of lacking in respect. Others, misunderstand the word woman.
. -~
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In(fact)it is a term of respect. Carrying nome of the sense in its
modern usage ~ Matt., 15:28, It was often used in great tragedies
Sy B // *‘71' J
to addrass queesns, or persons of destinction., And Jesus was taught
--.__—-—_?" / - —
to honor women and mothers, himself.
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And Mary is the gresatest of respect by the use of the word - he

'

<§é§;ied a difference in relationship. At the cross he was reminding

her that she was merely a sinner saved by grace and he is now her
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Savicur. T=em she)had once upon a tike gone down) into the valley to
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iv through the valley to
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her esternal life,

world. A destiny she had known - awaited him.

the

They

heY the mother of God, the queen of heaven. Surely ngthing like
T = —
this ead be gotten from the words of the cross. You can't possibly

find it anywhere else in the Bible. 1In fact Jesus, assignment to Mary

at the cross, the most exact and opposite of that.

)

<f6££;; interpreters\gay that Mary was given a special consideration
ek

e
of loving provision, for the rest of her natural life, She was commissioned

to*prqziggziggﬁ and clothes and well as sympathy in old age.
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This third(word/deals with a peculiay human relatioiggip, existing

betweer Jesus and Mary. According to the flesh, she is his mother,
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He is her son,

Woman, behold thy sog. ¥e is agtually breaking the relationship

when he asked her to look at her son, he does not draw her attention to

himself, But(shé is ditected to John _the disciple. Not, I - but John
7\——-4.——“-7""
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is your son.

ou were standing by vour dying son, and awaiting for his last
jyou_were st g 2 ;;,, _ g

recognition and he should address you as woman in his dying breath, it
[ R e et _

would no doubt break your heart. Regardless of the respect shown in the
L — Y

world. BuﬂZMaryﬁno longer was to be his moth%;kgnd he was no longer to

be any woman's son. Jesus was denying any special privilege or position.

There is a well knmé{;wﬁntingiof Mary, broken-hearted, being led

aw%¥ifrom the crucifixion scepe. John, who is now her son, is with her.
- © '7 . st e

And it seems that her trembling hand 1s carrying the crown of thernes
A = > B——

in her mother-love. The artist was innocent of speculation. Mary had

unfastened the thorny crown from Jesus brow. It was like a méther to do

that. But before she got away from the cross, these thorns had pierced
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her o t. And it was almost too great to bear.
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And Mary discovered that she had beeﬂ(igg)from the natural union with

PERl -

Jesus to the mystical upion with Christ. And{ghe)gladly took her place
B e ——
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among thosessilegt worshippers. She learned that it was‘ﬂ!!!§ Lo have

him as Saviour and Lord. She took . £ 2Rong e]isvers. She
<. e

4 y;
learned that it was better to have him as Saviour., FNow there ar 1@

who think that Mary was born without origina The assumption of

Mary - in which she did not
Pl .. 122
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yut was takem\alive into Heaven.

P



Thus they attribute her an(equal) to our.lord .lesus. And it is

difficult to discern between the facts that men worship Mary as well

as Christ.

’:z;ﬁz::) He spoke of Mary's relation to John - (behold thy son.) In

one breath he took away her son, but with the next he gave her to another.

Mary suffered more than any other of those th@ﬁ_merﬁ_aiﬁih§_§§gg5 because
: p——
of her tenderness. she had felt the painE the whispers of the

neighbors, the hard things that were said against Jesus. And she was
= /
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zealous” for her son. DBeing her oldest son, Jesus had doubtless been
- ]
Mary's main stay. Probably when g was about l& _vears old,iéggggg
e Bhes

Eéifgégg}_and from that ti@g/gﬁggzi;;s baptism he had heen a source of
D ,‘ - 7

counsel and economi £, Mow Jesus in fulfilling - meant that the

family expectations were dying as a common criminal. ‘ could she return
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to their home. How could she face the talk. Where could this pogr~widow
g0 for help, Where could sh
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he had nc son, no

one on earth could take his place,

Into her(i;rmented heart]came the words of Jesus, behold, thy son. Thus
| A

N
the desire of that hour, Jesue gave comfort., As he would spiritual
’ 7
salvation te all man. did not forget/the needs of one pooy woman.
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We are reminded that Jesus{/Ppromise YT will not leave you comfortless.
] ——
But I will come te you. John 14:18, Comfortless - msans orphans, T will

not leave vou as an orphan. You will have the presence of the Holy Spirit
in times of sorrow. Through the Holy Spirit is the source of comfort.
And it is alway true that the one means of administering His comfort to the
person, Jesus was acquainted with sorrows. To know that one does not

A

sorrow alone iz to find comfort and strength,

vou express sympathy one to another - we suffer with them,
P R T



cheerfgg W%Ed, a squeeze of the hand makes all the difference in the
= ———— ~—— 7
world. HXnowing that you have one constantly by vyour side. To walk

with you.

A«little boybggﬁigzing from a bquégg;£§zgg - throughout the

night his father sat in the daj

rkness. Suddenly from within the

gloom came a voice. Dadd ~— the father's reply ~ yes, son, —-—
— o 2

Daddy sit over here by my bed., If I can touch you, I won't be afraid,
7 e fé e

As@ﬁari)facedvthg future, she reached out and touched her son and was
7 v P

@ idn't Jesus say, to_look to-the other sons jand
o J — Y

the other daughters. Until after_Lhe:;esurffgtion Mary's oldest children

not afraid anymore.

did not be son., As he died on the cross, it is

entirely possible that they felt little sorrow., The Lord Jesus commended
—

her and the disciples whom he loved and who in turn loved him more than
poaguliiaiichs

any other,

P
echtlngjté?d

later she went to her summer\home which she loved so much. She qggggiggggﬂ_ﬁ

logt her husband through deafh. Some weeks

P

<

whether or not she should go thexe.

oS

When she, togEEhér with friggég_g;xiyed,

they stopped before the home of an slde
B S Y =

1y man, who had dearly loved her

husband. When he came out_to—the—ear he did not sav a word. But as he looked

at the woman, tears came down his face. ¥rom_there she went in comfort teo
E 3 \"—_’—"—- anas -

the home, which was filled with me i of her beloved,. She knew that
T —
@ggffﬂf? elsellhad loved him too and in that knowledge she found strength.

The deepest relationships of life are really not physical buu(EQE;EEZEi;>

On one occasion, Jesus Mother and brothers came to take him home, but he

replied ~ who is my mother, who are my bhrothers, But he stretched out his
hands toward his disciples. And he said, behold, my mother and my brother.

Matt., 12:48, One who is not willing to forsake his merely physically

relationships if need be for a spiritual fellowship with Jesus.
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How wonderful it dis that we can have both at the same time.

Because Jesus realized the true value of the fellowship of kindred

minds. He told his mother to lock to John., The none Christian cannot

enjoy true happiness, It ig impossible to understand the comfort given

Jesus was interested.dn Mary's/ggzgggé. He did pot forget John,

He spoke to him of his relationship to Mary, He entrusted the care
tLTusted tne cai
i
to one of the dearest to him and doubtless they heard this committment.

John had been with Jesus and very faithful., And now he is rewarded by

the Lord's faith in him., Trustworthiness.

QJesusE%ave}Jongéggégggg e gave him a.é;;;§>resgonsibility.

Whery 1ife seems to go to eces, The 6E;E>way to put it together
e /

again is to replace the things of loss with the sense of duty.

erjvho had just lost her mother said I want to stay husy.

: . . 2
When I am working, I do not have time to think of my scorrow. AndfJ

watched Jesus die. Life seemed to lose its' value. QgéggjﬁNjhe use

he

ILife

gave him a trust.
e ~

had meaning again.

&

And evangelized the world - he gave them a commission., Te commissionad
-

the 12, 1In the Upper Room he talled with them., On the Zssurraction
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John in the case of his mother, Jesus to the 12 in the
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matter of a2 lost world said, the father sent me to perform a task
in world redemption. I have accomplighed my work - now I am returning

the remainder over to you. Life for them took on a new value, That

John was true to his trust is svident,

(ig;;;»that : hat disciple -~ he tgok her unto big own home,
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comfort and

-
strength and v 12 exXT : S O he words of Jesus,

There are thouzands of

the will of God. Asnd will he disc

had recelved an assignment. Ve was going to be th /auﬁstitute
. 1

(£

He has no feet but our fest

To lead men in his wav,

Ha has no tongue but our tongue
To tell men how he died
He has no help but our help

To bring them to his side,



hat canmot be ignored except we dispise

responsibilit
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the cross. Here is a sacred assignment and missiqg that we dare not

neglect. 1t is every mother's rsgponsibility to be a substitute for

the substitute.



