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THE TIME TO ACT IS Now!

ITI Cor. 8:1-24

INTRODUCTION :

Elev ds, "Now therefore perform the doing of it, that as

there was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out of that

which ye have."

e, do it right now, ygg_zgzg_ggggr to

pledge therefore carry it out - the time to act is now.

CQEEB the promotion of burlesque - a mockery, dramatic - imitation which
—"‘%

makes travesty of that which it represents - Grotesque, ludicious, exaggeration,
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The words of our{subject)are in keeping with the times.
\__ Ll
At this time in thegﬁ;ssionary service), Paul was concerned about the

church in Jeraggéwm."'The church is poor and suffering. This whole chapter is

about gathering funds to help them. He was interested that other churches

he visited, feel concern for the Jerusalem church.

sed upon the church. Great subject

et

The subject of f?éwardsgi;.“; L€

of Christian giving.

&ﬂﬂtﬁ?thimas are set forth - the principle to follow in giving V. 1-6.
A R:gg%ggLEEEE_hgﬁﬁglg%Jled V. 7-15. The practical administration V. 16-24,
e

1. THE PRINCIPLE TO FOLLOW IN GIVING - V, 1-6.

= g
;Ljiz-'There is(onegworgofggiwggggg%s over and over again — It occurs he wants
/

this to be the emphasis. The word is GRACE.

Note —‘Repgéi;igqé)

ﬁgig:ll”We do you to wit of the grace of God. Wanted them to
-~ T, "_‘_‘___'_—*'—7‘
know of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia.
YﬁI:B‘ Praying with much entreaty that we would receive the gift - grace.

V.(® - Finish in you the same grace.
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\_@— That ye abound in this grace.

— Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Travel with us with this grace. At least six times

repetion of the word.

Heard it defined as the qu%;od - even that is limited.
LML LANOL sl be
It is the word from which we get our gnglishcwor% charity.

The word has taken on different meanings through the years - early stages

ofghistory it £

ngy)to other people gggdness, health, strength,
beauty, and loveliness.
\__,.‘———-'

3
@. - Began _to mean thefactual activitbw’n_i,g_h_m:ei&eﬁ?the desire to

bring to others goodness instead of evil, health instead of sickness, beauty

(

instead of ugliness, glory instead of punishment.

Here is théctiyity_’pf heaven a"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
S 7! e - -

- that though he was rich, yet four our sak_%a he became poor, that ye through

his poverty might be rich". Desiring to bring to all that which is good,
wonderful, glorious. '

@ Eagza wonderfui_l.__wojx;% is this word grace! You discover the matter of

giving is centered in this lovely word grace.
—

This removes giving from mechanics — from _Erga,ssgrg or duty - fm_}_ggglég;.

Giving is in the atmosphere of conveying all that is lovely, glorious,

what a lovely word this word is!

Out of the g{ff_t great trial of affliction and dée\, p_poverty - poor as they were

acedonia. Grgg_;,e_gg__uhg;yity in giving - Note

Paul says chu}hes, not church - each church acted independently hut co-operatively.
! .4 s ‘(I-,__.‘

- the Romans had e M
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-‘@ Liberality arggg out of the simplicity of character. @) deep
down or down deep to the bottom.
<§No areﬁbig_gg;iggggn,liig in which there is greater blessing than that
= 7
of giving.

There is no place where the grace of God shines brighter than where
30 P A W g 22 _Jugﬁr___gi7
giving comes from a background o overty.

isgécedoniéEChristians were sg_poor, and afflicted much had given out of

their poverty. Out of gladness and overflow of abundance resulted.

_V_.@— Paul says I_can Eestify they _have giveg to the utmost of their ability

. ability of their own accord. Paul need not urge them -
m{-ﬁ.‘ - ; -

and even be ond th

they out of their poverty had given far beyond what they could arf_&% rd, This

is the measure of their giving.

__@ w‘refreshlngi)é pressure put on them to give, W

pressure on others tg_received. their.gifts. Paul said they begged him to havye
M ._—__-__-7

RE;; in the offéring. This is like on offour deagg%;;ﬁ. White said on Bgptist

ago., Christians OUWM' When the
~ , I

offegigg,plates were passed.

Demanded the r‘j;gb_t. to have a share in the ering.

_V‘@iExplanat_ion f the W. They had given more than Paul

expected.

Me thi s - t,,)’ were firs]@gvoted to the Lord and this led them to be

7
devoted to the k of the chﬁtch

Here then is the principle.i Give yourselves first unto the Lord. Be

e T R

careful about that!

aghyou do not do that - your giving will be of necessity - will be

SR (O L S

grudgingly.
Q*—7

,@§§Fﬂi§§ for each to "lqquy in store, the first day of
the week, as the Lord has prospered'.

(@we do not have anygtg.ng, we are not responsible for what we do not
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have -- @&%or’e_ than it was five years ﬁgo?

had on your giving to the cause of God?

ffect has that

You say I'm not doing so well.
—_ =

pressure - everything#hg;g%;ed to their Lord.

@puch they owed him and the church at Jerusalem. All these churches
re

wvere founded by the Jerusalem Church. Our Lord told them to go -now the church

at Jerusalem was in difficulty.

‘_4._ _IL.__THE PROMISE MUST BE FULFILLED - V. 6-15

knowing Paul goeswof seeing to it that
e e T ' & 3 AT RO TP ¥V,

Vd :’—IiReal test.i!
/__ _~ First, igiveg a word of éraiseg

Tells about their good qualities. They excell in faith and the Holy Spirit,
cod q > {

warm fellowship.

Paul says you agg_g:owing rich in other things but you need to grow in

giving. This is a kind irony in this referemce. It is needed so much today!
& . 7 i —— = - -

Claims to %fts of kno/wledge, teacihing, but sho_r7t on grace of giving.



J-w' ‘L@-Second 5

&

A collection is a test of one's
. P

love for Christ, not the only test, but a real test!

S——

This is not a cog%spd, I am giving you my advice -- §1r5§5 remember the
pr

this will prove or test your
i R

earqEEE’Eggggqand diligence of others and

love. This is a challenge of motives —— sincerity of your love is tested by

enthusiasm,of others.

j&iﬁ)Third, the example of Christ,

Paul tells them that they know by e;pigience.

Grace of our lord - regg;a_;g_a%; of giving himself.

Became poor — was not poor - relinquishing. TFor your sakes became poor.

Strongest word hegg_ggggslatengaorfoccurs nowhere else in N, T, The strongest
— -

use of the word that it is possible to make. It indicates absolute pauperism.

e =

He became so poor that he had absolutely nothing more to give away. This
> B doi s LS RLEDIS L —>

example should inspire the Corinthians to be liberal in their giving.

r« Fourth, H:heir promise must be honored.g

It ds exgiéiggt or appropriate - it is his oginion, not a command.

You promised a year ago to take an offering.

V.Sl%)— You had a willingness to give — quick to pledge, eagerness.

==

Do it right now, as there was willingness, complete the performance

out of what you have.

They
The time to act is now —(the o evidepnce that they did, Lists of
churches accompanying Paul to Jer., with the offering I Cor. 16:3-4 does not
a T

include any from Corinth Acts 20:4,
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Along with its other problems Corinth was a stingy church. Strife
ST _—

within this one church affected the Christian cause in distant places.

_V_@- Paul sw{om - not according to what you have not - that
5 f ————-—7

is not expected of you.

Give by a standard of grace and love.

If a willing mind is present the gift is well received (accepted) not
T S

according to what he does not have. God does not expect a man to give what he

does not have.

rch to bear all the burden.

_‘L-‘@" Egur abw&m%t and the'Zk

Their abundance may relieve your burden.

may be true someday.

Recognition of partnership.

git had

not

e

been_for the

It had a_ _great deal of want - many very poor.

church at Jer. there would not have been any other church at all.

Other misWs were formed from the Jer. Church as they scattered
—e — N———

through the world.

This is a partnership.

E%ann;in;he wilderness illustrates some gathered little some much, but

each had an abundance and there was no lack,

Spoke of people giving now there must be some administration.

‘L@- delegated responsibility - has same interest I have.
Ji-_@ - A brother

Appointed by the chur7ch - elected.

His praise is ringing through all the churches.




@ Our brother - Apr::llos_i a brother in Christ.

The last two I mentioned are not listed - however, I'm sure they could be

trusted with this sacred responsibility.

@ should Paul trust T

_}’had a good Freputation.

Paul was careful not_to lay hlmself o

s with such a task?

pen_to dishonesty in handling of

money.

This is going to be a bingffﬁfing. He handed it over to someone he could

trust and they could trust.

Titus had been_to Corinth, Thez_d_l_lg_new_/gim. They trusted him, they loved

him.

#i;ﬂ%i)ﬁ Paul made a wise Ehgice - this is a matter of ahgg;gggminxag:ity.
C 7
Transparent honesty.

he gl

This was _of God - HQ_PattthxJ.;rwxﬁu;.;

of money, in the sight of men, should take place in the church.
Here he emphasizes the importance of :Lr
figﬂgggs of the church.

When thefSalvation A d Wm was charged with dishonesty.

Peg_ple said that all the property was in his pame, and he might at any time take

it all over. That was crifigigm of the work, He was very careful from the first

to publish his accougts, and pergggted the handling of the money. Process of

years crififfff;59253d' Never heard n?? that Salvation Army Officers are making

money out of the work.

the sight of n - all things honourable - in the sight of God and
'

—_—

of men.

This 1s€od Chrigtian agologeticséz It is not like living in ai@ with

the drawbrid e up and occasionally tussing a stone over the walls. It is not

sitting inside and saying "you canmot reach me here".

They must face the task of their generation. We must speak to our generation!
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The past generation has ggBe — the future generation is mot here yet!
s uet -

a

Therefore, you must give a defence and communicate to your generation!
"i-—-————-

Unreasonable to expect the people of the next generation to continue the

historie Christian positio;ﬁzﬁless we show evidences.
g

Christian apologetics is not merely an academic subject. It should be

thoughtout and practiced in the rough and tumble 1ife of the present generation.

Paul was concerned for the Christian message in his day.

Tactfully, graciously, and loveingly, He reminds them that now is the time
ctiully racious. oveing.l ow_1s _the tim

to_act, yogﬂgfggised, you intended, you were willing, you declared, now is the
= ____—_._-___‘_-——\ P

time that you must perform.

Paul sent men of integrity to administer the gift.

of vou in your genera n. They gave
—_

themselves. This will loosen purse strings. Heaven or Hell rides upon your gifts
T - — 7

D e e

for many.

"!\ .

There arnPale. Both are fed by the River Jordan.

Tt \__—_-_'—‘———n

If you went along side one®of those seas, you would find children playing

by the banks, trfggﬁg;gﬂing, life is apparent everywhere.

Thdgd. No signs of growth of vegetation, nothing but

“

barrenness.
e
What is the difference between the two? There is no difference in the
water supply, same river supplies both.

Difference - for egggzﬂﬁ;gg_gﬁ_g%fgr that goes into Segg of Galilee another

drop goes out.

What it rgsﬁixe&_iiggiggs; it tquaﬁ%g, it gives out. All around

bloesoming fruit.

Eﬁﬁ;ﬁbsea - jgalouslx hoards it resources and refuses to give out a single
;
drop. It #@Fyeverything it takes in. And iw%

To give is to live.
; —

To hoard is to die.
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The inspiration of giving unto_ghg_gﬁgce of God. There is a story out
e —— ST

=

of the Life(?f Hudson Taxlor. He said on his birthday morning his qun little

girl brought in her hand a most mysterious looking arrangement. So mysterious
— —

that Hudson Taylor did not know what it was. She said I brought you a brithday

present. He took it, looked at it, a matchbox, knittin% needle in one end, a

Ein %£~Egg other - somehow fastened with cotton - well darling, what is this?

Oh Father, dear, I knew it was what you would like, it is a missionary ship.

Thereis the whg;g’philnag;hy of Christian giving. The heart of the child

knew full well the love of her Father's heart. She knew he longed for a ship
- —

for missions.

The ygéggzgégggd and there came a day when the girl had grown to womanhood,

and once again she came to.her father in China on his birthday.

She said Father dear, I have brought you something for your birthday.

———

you

He said, what is it.

I want to introudce to

the first Chinese woman that

God has used, me to lead to CHEISke

The potentjality of that Chinese convert lay in that matchbox, knitting
= &

needle and pin.

There is the plan of Christian giving - what does God want? What is His

heart set upon?



